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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

History

¥hen the F.F.A. was first esteblished in 1928, it was recognized
thet some means should be provided by which members could sdvence to
higher standinge within the organization. Therefore, four active mem-
bership degrees were provided. These weres (1) Green Hand, (2)
Chapter Ferner, i/ (3) State Parmer, and (4) Auerican Farmer. FEach
of these degrees are based upon achievement., The American Farmer
Degree denotes higher levels of accomplichments in F.F,A. work, commu-
nity service, community organizations, esrninge, savings, investments,
scholorship snd leadership, than the other three degrees.
The national constitution of the F,F.A, has set forth the follow-
ing minimum recuirements for election to this degree: 2/
"Article IV, Active Membership Degrees and Privileges .eseee
Section E. American Farmer Degree., Minimum qualifications for
electiont
1. Must have held each of the three prereguisite dew
grees prior to election to the Degree of Americen Farmer,
have been an active member of the F,F,A. continuously for
at least 36 months, and have a record of satisfactory

participation in the aetivities of the local chapter and
State association,

1/ Changed from Future Faermer to Chapter Fermer &t the 1941 National
F.F.2. Convention held annually at Kansas City, Missouri,

2/ Officiel Manusl for Puture Fgrmers of Americs, French-Bray Prlnting
Cc., Candler Builaing, Baltimore 2, Marylend, p. 16.




<. Must have gatiufactorily completed a2t lesst three
gchool years of instruction in vocational agriculture, or
have completed 21l of the vecationsl sgriculture offered in
the school last attended, have Heen out of high scheol for
at least 12 months prior to the convention at which the de~
gree is granted, and have in operation an outstending
program of supervised fsrming. Productive projects must
show couprehensive planning, continuation, growth, and in-
cresge in seope &3 substuntialed by compiete, sccurate, snd
neat records,

3. During the period covered by his spnlication, the
candidate must nave earred by hic own efforts from farming
and other agricultural work and have deposited in & bank or
otherwise productively inveésted &t least $5C0, provided
that at lsast two-thirds of this amount is derived from his
superviged ferming program. In the cases where the applicant
has sssisted in the support of dependents, the amount so
expended, in the judgment of the Natlonal Board of Trustees,
may he considered ss an investrent,

4, Show outstanding ability as evidenced by his leeder-
ship &nd cooperation in student, chapter, and community
activities, and heve a satiasfectory scholorship record as
certified to by the loecal school superintendent or prineipal."

The interpretation of these minimum gualifications for the American

Farmer Degree is important and these are set forth by the Nstional F.F.A,

Advisory Council ag:

1.

2

"Esch cendidsete will be considered on his aeccomplishments as
revealed in his record and must measure vd to each minimum
quelificetion for an American Paruer.

& candidsts for tne Degree of Americsn Fesrmer must be an
active member of the F.F.A. when this epplication is filed
with the Stete zssociation., According to the constitution,
an F.P.A, 'member may retein his sctive membership cone
tinuously throughout his entire high school career and for
three years after the first nationsl convention following

I/ Tntcroretabion of Minimus gusiis icabions for The American Fermer le-

gree Msde by The Hevional F.F.h, Advisory Council, 1948-19.49 form

655, Application for American Farmer Degree, page B.
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graduation from, or leaving high school, or until he msy be~
come 21 years of age, whichever length of timé is greater,
No individual, however, msy retain his active membership be-
yond his 25th birthday.

An sactive member shall be considered in good stending when:

(1) He attends locel chapter meeting with reasonszble
regularity while enrolled in the school where the
locel chapter is estsblished.

(2) He shows an interest in, and takes part in, the
affairs of the chapter,

(3) He pays his dues regularly and conducts himself in
a manner becoming a member of the organization,!

The time limit of awarding the American Farmer Degree shall
be three years after the first national convention following
graduating from or lesving high school,

& cvandidste for the Degree of American Fsrmer must be
nominated by a State association.

The candidete must have & record of satisfactory participa-
tion ir the asctivities of the locel chepler and State
associstion. This must includes

(a) A minimum of 6 different types of local F.F.A.
chapter activities. sesee

{(v) The candidete must alec attend &t least 2
different F,F.A. activities above the local
chapter level., svees

The candidete's application must include:

() A minimum of 5 different improvement pro-
jECts. L N N

(b) Ten different supplementary practiceS. eeess

(¢) The supervised farming program must show ime
provement iu quality or show expansion, or
both, and that the candidate is becoming
esteablished in & type of farming ae evidenced
by one or more productive projects showing at
least 2 years' conbinustion,
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{(d) &4 candidete not living on the farm contine
uously throughout the year, including
candicdates in college, must show by a deteile
ed written stsatement in the application or
attached to it that he hss personal responsi-
bility for the operation and menagement of
his outstending program of supervised fzrming
end his plens and intentions for becoming
egtablished in farming.

7. The total amount of eprors in the applicant's supervised
farming program must not:

(a) Exceed 5 per cent of the total lsbor income.

(b) The total errors in the financisl statement,
page & ghall not exceed 5 per cent of the
value when compared with the information
found on pages 4 snd § of the application
fgm.

8. Money that is productively invested must have been used in
connection with one or more of the followingt livestock,
crops, farming equipment, ferm supplies, savings, and relief
of immediste family merbere, but not for items of personal
use, such as autos, redios, travel, school expenses and
rusical instruments.

9., The candidste must haves
() Held & constitutional office. caess

(b) Participated in some chapter setivity, such
as publie speaking, parlismentary procedure,
livestock contests, or food preservation. ...

10. The cooperative activities must include at least three
group functions, such as cooperative buying and selling of
agricultural products, conducting educational tours and
recreational activities, of which at least one muet show
group financing in cash or kind, .....

Statement of the nroblem

The problem of this study is to determine what the vocational
agriculture students who have received the American Farmer Degree have

done since they received this degree and the advancements they have



been sble to make.
A mincr problem arising out of this study is to determine the sta-
tus of the eversge wvocational agriculture boy who received the American

Parmer Degree st the time he received the degree.

Purposes o e stud
The purposes of this study may be listed as follows:
1. To determine the educational stetus of those persons who ree
ceived the American FPzrmer Degree from 1928 through 1950,
2. To determine their occupationsl and sconomic status,
3. To determine their promotions.
4, To determine their leadership sttainments.
8. To determine their status at the time they received the

American Farmer Degree,

Limitetions
This study included 117 Virginias Americen Farmers who received the

American Farmer Degree from 1928 through 1950,

The questionnaire type of study was made and none of the recipients
were interviewed personally. This is a definite limitztion as more
relizble informstion could have been galined through personal interviews.
However, the large number and widely scattered locations of these
Virginia American Parmers msde a'questionnaire type of study desirsble
becsuse of limited time aud expense,

Only fifty-seven epplication forms used by Virginia American

Farmers were secured from the national F.F.A. executive-secretary in
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Weghington. These fifty-seven application forme vere used by the
applicantes from 1240 throuch 19/9 with +the exgeption of 1948, Seven
young ren from Virginia rccelved the American Farmer Degree in 1948
but only four application forms were obtained for that year. In deter-
mining the status of the eversge vocational sgriculture boy at the
time he received the Americsn Parmer Degree, 11 informz=tion was obteine
ed from these fifty-seven applicstion forme., Although this is bub
42,7 ver cent of the total young wen in Virginie to reeeive the American
FParaer Degres, it is assumed that they will give & true pleture of the
entire groun.

From a total of 108 guestionnaires sent out, only 84 or 77.8 per
cent were returned. This is & relatively high per cent, but in a study

of thig group, there should be closer to a 100 per cent return.

De ion of terms

fhimerican Farmer,” recipiant, degree winner, and candidates as
used in this study refer to those young men in Virginia who met the ree
quirements for the Americen Farmer Degree as provided by the rules and
regulztions of ﬁhe nztionsl organization of the F,F.A, and who applied
for and had thig degree conferred upon thenm,

F.F.A. 18 the sbreviation of the Future Farmers of America, which
is & national orgenization of boyse studying vocational agriculture in
public secondary schools,

The term "occupsation® refers to the regular vocation in which .

person 1s engaged.
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®Occupational status® mesns the position within an occupation., In
this study the occupational status given is farming, related, and other,
Those sctively engaged in farming are included in the first group.
Those who are engeged in occupsations closely related to ferming éuch EY
an agriculture instructor, farm machinery employee, livestock dealers,
would be claseified as engaged in related occupations. Those persons
who are neither in farming nor in related ocecupations sre classified as
other. A bus driver, a miner or a minister would be included in this
category.

Farming tenure, as used in this study, denotes the position of
those engaged in farming, such as owner, partner, renter, tennant or

part~time,

Assumptions

Since the number of American Farmer Degrees to any State or terri-
tory is limited to one degree per one thousand members, or major portion
thereof, ;/:it is assumed thet those persons in Virginia who have re-
ceived thig degree represent the best of the wocational agriculture boys.

It is sssumed that the 57 young men studied in Chapter III, were
representative of the group in determining the status of the American
Farmer at the time he received the American Farmer Degree.

It is also assumed by the writer that sll information supplied in

1/ Official ¥epusl, Future Farmers of America, The French-Bray Printing
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responge to the gquestionnzires was valid.

Sett d ne

Although there have been 117 Americen Fermer Degrees awarded to
Virginia students of vocationsl agriculture from 1928 through 1950,
there has never been a study made of %hia ETOoUD

Since the end-product of any organization forms the criteria by
which that organization is judged, it is well to study this group
and see where they are and what they have done.

4 study of this type will be of interest to mesny of the people
connected with F,F,4, activities., Perhaps the resulte of this study
will be used as an incentive to encoursge more boyg te strive for this
wward, In addition it cculd serve azs a partial ewvalustion of the

criteria upon which the degree has been awarded.

Method of procedure

The problem of determining Just wrhat the vocationel egriculture
students who received the American Farmer Degree from 1928 through 1950
have done since they received the degree wag selected sndé a thegis
outline on this problem was submitted in July, 1951. All savailsgble
literature pertaining to this study wes then reviewed,

A list of the names snd school addresses of Virginia American
Farmers was obtained from the executive secretary for the Virginia
asgociation of the F,F,A, This list was then broken down into a list

of recipients from the six supervisory areas of vocational sgriculture



~9—

in Virginia. The present or last known adiresses of the American
Farmers were obtained in part from the cifferent area supervisors and
in pert from the instructors of wocationsl agriculture at the school
attended by the recipicent.

A questionneire was then formulasted and sent to eight American
Farmers known by the writer, along with a personal letter acking for
their criticism of the guestionnaire. The cguestionnsire was then
revised and sent to 100 Virginia American Furmers, Prior to sending
out the questionnaires, the application forms used by 57 Virginis
American Farmers were obtained by Mr, T. J. Horne from Mr. A, ¥. Tenney,
National Executive Secretary of the F.F.A. During the time the cuestion-
neires were being returned, information was being tebulsted from the
application forms, and the results were being written,

Within five weeks & total of 57 questionnsires were returned and a
follow-up letter was gent to those who had not returned their cuestion-
naries by this time. (See pzge 112, appendix)

Four weeks later a letter was sent to five area supervisors asking
for help in securing the remainder of the cuestionnsires.

All dsta were tabulated with the use of departmentel adding
machines and no sttempt was mede to go into statisticel compilations be=-

cause of the limited eapplication to such a study.

(¥e}

of the chapter
This is & study of the boys in Virginia who have received the

Americen Farmer Degree from 1928 through 1950, to learn Just what these
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Emericaen Farmers have done and the advancements they have been #ble to
neke, The purposes of the study are:

l. To determine the educaetionel status of those persons who rew

ceived the American Farmer Degree from 1928 through 1650,

2. To determine their occupational and economic statue,

3. To determine their leadersghkp attainments.

L, To determine their promotions.

5. To determine their status at the time they received the

American Farmer Degree.

To get this informetion 57 application forms of successful candi-
dates for the American Farzer Degree were secured from the pational
F.F.A. office. To get the other information concerning advancements
and present status of Virginie American Farmers, & guestiomnaire was
formulated and sent to 108 American Fermers, Only 84 or 77.8 per cent

. replied to the questionnaire in time for the study to be completed by
May 26, 1952, The remainder were either contacted by thelr agricul-

ture instructors or area supervisors of wvocstional agriculture or

their present occupation was supplied by these men.



CHAPTER II
REVIER OF LITERATURE

Although there have been many studies mede of wocationzl agricul-
ture boys, only four studies relating directly to those bays who have
received the Americsn Fearmer Degree have been found. Other studies
have included those boys but not es & group by themselveg, There have
been natlonal studies made, covering 47 Ststes, by Myers and Lathrop, Y
but these studies were made early and did not ipclude a very large
nutber of American Farmers. Those studies of American Farmers and those
gtudies of Virginie ex—students of vocstionsl sgriculture sre of more
importance tc thie study of Virginia Americen Farmers,

Sharitez 2/ studied 306 State Farmers or £1.6 per cent of the total
nurber of boys receiving the Stete Farmer Degree from 1927 to 1938, end
compared these boys with 269 selscted boys called the check group.

He found that the State Fermer boys were supericr, on the average,

to the check boys on ell fsctore studied, The factors studied weres

1/ Carleton E. Wright, Occupstional Distribution, Entrance into Farm-
ing snd Opportunities for Farming of Forwer EStudents of Vocational

Agriculture; & Criticsl Review of Research ip One Phase of Agricul-

ural Fducstion, Agricultursl Eeries 132, Bulletin RNo, 82, Federal
Board for Vocationasl Education, Wasghington, D. C., 1924, pp.
10-14.

2/ T. J. B, Sharitz, Jr., Comparison of Virginia Future Farmers of
imerica Receiving the State Farmer Degree Between 1927 - 1938 with
Bove not Holding the Seme Degree, Vocational Educetion, Virginia
Poiytechnie Institute, Blacksburg, Virginia, 1340.
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years of agriculture completed, number of enterprises completed, hours
of self lebor, investament in farming, investment in savings, size and
type of home farm, improved practices, high school grades, years of
rally judging, years of athletic participstion, public speeking and de=
gree team, times led group discussion, offices held in high school,
occupation in 1939-1940, affilistion with orgenizetions since leaving
high school, place of living, and participation in elections,

The State study, under the direction of H., ¥. Seunders, v covers
thirty-one years, 1918-1949, and 53,952 ex-students of vocationel agri-
culture.

The study revesls that the percentsge of ex-students engaged in
farming hss tended to decrease although the number entering farming is
increzsing. About one-fourth of the white boys who studied wocational
sgriculture are actuslly farming and slightly less than one-third,
{31.82 per cent} are engaged in ferming and relested occupstions., Ex-
students who farm tend to sty in their home communities and chow an
encoureging trend toward farm ownership or partnership with their
father.

The study also indieates that the longer = boy studies agriculture
in high school the more likely he ie& to engage in farming.

The nunber of boys receiving the American Fsrmer Degree wag not

determined, however, they were includec in the group and their

1/ H. ¥. Sanders, Trends Indicated by the Follow-Up Study, Vocational
Bduestion Department Mimeograph, Virginis Polytechnic Institute,
Blecksburg, Virginis, 1350,




occupational status was detsrmined in the 53,952 exestudents. Of the
444330 white students in vocational agriculture, s very small per cent
have attained the American Farmer Degree.

In 2 study of 73 North Carolina Americen Farmers, James Y fTound
that 45.21 per cent of the young men in North Carolina vhe had received
the American Furmer Degrze are engaged in farming. He slso found that
American and State Farmer degres winners sttended agricultural colleges
and entered related occupstionsg in grester vroportions than young men
not holding that degree. |

The average age of young men receiving the degree was elghteen
years end two months, the averasge size of the home farw wee 245.7 total
acres and 10l.4 cultivated acres. Degreeg were awerded to young men
between the #ge of sixteen and tweanty-~one years inclusive,

Tobacee farming wes the type of ferming followed by the lsrgest
per cent of the home farms,

The sverage number of children in feamilies from which Americen
Farmers came wa: 5,74 and of these 3.55 were boys and 2.18 girls.,

James also found that 45.21 per cent of the 73 American Fermers
were in faraing; 10.96 per cent were in occupations relsted to agricul-

ture; 15.07 per cent were in occcupstiouns not related to agriculture;

1/ Gerald B, James, An Occupational Distribution Study of Former
Students of Vocational Agriculture Who Received The Americsn Fermer
Degree from The North Carolina Associstion of Future Farmers of
dmerics During The Period July 1928 Through July 1947, Unpublished
M.8, Thesie, North Csroline Ctete Cellege of Agriculture end
Fngineering, University of North Caroline, 1948, p. 105.
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4411 per cent were still in the military forces; 15.07 per cent were in
sgricultural colleges, and 9.59 per cent were in non-agricultural
colleges and zchools,

In his study of 36 American Farmers of Louisiena, Rogers i/ found
that genersl farming wes followed on 52,8 per cent of the home farms of
mogt of the boys.

Of the 36 American Farmers, 14 were farming, 6 were in related
occupations, and 16 were in non-agricultural occupations. Ten - the
14 American Farmers engaged in farming were farming in home communities,
8 were ferming ss owners, 1 as & partner, 4 as managers and 1 ag &
tenant,

Seventy and five tenths (70.5) per cent of the 17 American Farmcrs
vho went to college attended sgricultural colleges,

Twenty-eight cr 77 per cent of the 36 boys received the American
Fermer Degree between the ages of 17 end 20 years.

Fifteen or 4l.4 per cent of the home farme are below 100 acres in
size and three or 7.7 per cent hsve more then 400 acres.

The 14 esteblished in faerming had an average of 2,9 brothers each
as compared to &n averzge of 2.7 brothers for each of the 22 living
that were not engaged in ferming,

In the follow-up study of distinguished West Virginia Future Farmers

1/ J. D. Rogers, Oeccupetional Study of American Farmers in Louisiana,
Unpublished M. S, Thesis, Louisiane State University, op. 64.




Fayman Y studied 7 boys who haa received the American Farmer Degrea and
49 boys who nad received the 3State Faramer Degree.

¥eyman found that the average period of wvocstionel egricultural
instruction was 3.31 years, the sverage age of the boys vhen receiving
the degree was <2.18 years and gll members except one gradusted from
high school.

He also found that 18 were farming full time, 8 were farming part-
time, 3 were attending agricultural colleges, 3 were attending nop-
agricultural colleges, 13 were attending high school, 2 were in occupa-
tione related to farming, and 1D were in non-sgriculiurel occupstions,

Of those farming, 4 were ferming &g owners, / as pertners, 3 were
working &t home for definite wages, 5§ were working et home for inde-
finite wages and 2 were st home with income from one or more enter-
prises.

Kzenerts 2/ study included 73 American Farmers from Oklshoma, Of
the 73 Ascrican Farmers studied, 2 were deceased and 60 or 84.5 per cent
replied to the guestionnaire.

Keener found that 8 siudents had 3 years of vocetional agriculture,
52 students had 4 ysavs of vocztional agriculture; 37 students had 1
agriculture teacher, 17 had 2 sgriculture teachers, and 4 had 3 agri-

culture teachers. Ninety-two and three tenths (92.3) per cent of the

1/ %elter B, Waymen, A Follow-Up Study of Distinpuished West Virginis
Future Farmers, W¥est Virginia University, Morgantown, West
Virginiae, 1938, p. 53.

2/ George W, Keener, A Study of Young Men Holding the Americsn Farmer
Degree in Oklahoma, Pennsylvania State College, 1947, ». 58.




students were inspired to obtain the American Fzrmer Degree by the
teacher of sgriculture, 66,7 per cent by their parents, 6.7 per cent by
business men, and 3.3 per cent by former students,.

Of the 60 American Farmers of Oklshoma, there were two nstionsal
nresidente, three Star Fsrmers of the Séuth, one of wica was the Star
Farmer of the South. All 60 finished high echool, 5¢ or 85,7 per cent
studied vocational agriculture four yecars, and none less than three
years,

Twenty-four, or 40 per cent of the young men attended college for
an everage attendance of one year., ©Seven received B.S. degrees in
agriculture, of which four received higher degrees. Twenty-two of the
24 pursued or are pursuing agricultursl courses,

The group of 60 American Farmers studied held a total of 242
organization offices during their high school cereer. All but three
neld offices in the F.F.A.

Out of the twenty-four entering college, 12 won 1< major leader-
ship honors.

The group of 60 held 67 memberships in local and state farm
organizations, with 1l holding offices. Two out of a membership of 20
held offices in the Farmers Union and 2 held offices in the Faram Buresu,
which has 11 American Farmers as members.

Fifty of the 60 hmerican Faurmere are engaged in farming, 10 have
jobs closely relsted to sgriculture. Of those farming 41 or 68 per cent
started with their parents and 41 or 68 per cent borrowed money, 14

earned money &s labor on parents farm end 6 earned money &s & laborer
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on other farms., Three took over thie home farm duties upon gradusting
from wvocational agriculture,

Those 50 actually ferming listed five major methods used in becom-
ing established in farming, Soms used two or three of the methods
giving 105 auswers; 08.3 per cent started with their parents asnd borrewed
money; <3.3 per cent earned money while working as lsbors for parents,
vhile 10 per cent esrned money working as lebors for persons other than
taeir parents. Five per cent borrowed woney end moved on farms zlone

to segulre the needsd space for livesgtiock,



CHAPTER III

STATUS OF VIRGINIA AMERICAN FARMERS
PRIOR TO RECEIVING THE AMERICAN FARMER DEGREE

Introduction

In & follow-up study, where the present stetus of & group is deter-
mined, it ie necessary to have a knowledge of the background of this
group in order that one msy better understand their advancements and
achievements., Since the enviromment and the background of & person
is a major factor influencing that persons behavior, his advancenments,
and achievements, it is necessary to study some of the fsctors relat-
ing t§ his early life. Among those factors studied is the age of the
boy, size of the home fsmily, nosition of leadership in high school
end the F.F,A., size of home farm, tfpe of home farm, community
activities, and extent of participation in farming.

In determining the status of the average vocationsl agriculture
boy at the time he received the Americen Farmer Degree, it mey be pose
sible to give a partiel answer fto msny cuestions thzt srise concerning
the American Farmer. Perhaps a typical guestion ist ®In addition to
meeting the minimum gualifications, what should & boy do to win the
American Farmer Degree®?

Many cuestions m&y not be answered in a study of this type, but
perhaps they can be better understood and partially answered if more is
known sbout the background of the American Farmer, Perhaps some are

the only sons, and inmherited the home farm, Others may be the sons of



fathers who farmed as tennants, or renters, and could not grow into the
farming business on the home farm, Perhseps some came from large
femilies and small farms,

This part of the study is based upon fifty-seven application forms
used by boys spplying for the American Fermer Degree from 1940 through
194%. Although this group is but 48.7 per cent of all the young men
receiving the American Farmer Degree and sre from the last ten yesrs
covered by the study, it is believed they ere representative of the en-
tire group snd would give & true picture &5 to the status of the averzge

boy prior to recelving the American Farmer Degree,

Age distribution of 57 cendidates for the American Farmer Degree

According to the interpretations of the minimum qualifications for
the American FParmer Degree made by the national F.F.A&, advisory counecil,
(19511952, Form 665, see page 115, appendix) & cendidate must be an
active member of the F,F.i, at the time the application is filed. The
candidate may retain his asctive membership throughout high school and
for three years after the national convention following greduating from
or leaving high school, or until he becomes 21 years of age, whichever
length of time is greater.

Two of the candidates were 22 yeers of age at the time they applied
for the American Farmer Degree, but they had not been gradusted from
high school over three yezrs (Teble 1).

Of the two boys who were 16 yeare of sge at the time they applied
for the degree, one had completed four yeers of vocational agriculture

and one had completed five years.
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The majority of the candidates were 19 years of age, and 82.3 per
cent were between the ages of 18 and 20 years. The average sge of all
applicents wuzs 19,27 years.

Teble l.- Age Distribution of 57 Candidates at the Time They
Applied for the American Farmer Degree

ige group Number of boys Per cent
16 2 345
17 3 5.3
18 16 28,0
19 17 29.8
20 14 | 246
pal 3 5.3
<2 -2 —2ed
Totals 57 100.0

Years of wvocational agriculture completed

In Virginia, not all departments of agriculture in the rural
secondary public schools, offer just four years of agriculture. Ac~
cording to the minimum qualifications for election to the American
Farmer Degree, & candidate must have completed st least three school
years of instruction in wocational agriculture, or have completed all
of the vocational agriculture offered in the last school attended.
However, the majority of Virginia American Farmers studied vocational
sgriculture Tor a period of four years (Teble 2). There were forty-

six or 80,7 per cent in this category.
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Years of woecational agricuiture studied varied from two years to
five years. There were only two boys who studied agriculture for two
years, and only two who studied agriculture for {ive years.

The average years of vwocational agriculture studied by fifty-seven
Loye was 3.7

Teble 2.~ Years of Vocational Agriculture Completed
from 1940 through 1949

Years Nurber Per cent
5 2 3.5
4 L6 80.7
3 7 12,3
2 2 — 323
Totals 57 100.0

Length of time from receiwing the Stete Farmer Degree until receiving
the Americen Farmer Degree

Since the State Farmer Degree is the degree next to the American
Farmer Degree, and is prersquisite of the American Farmer Degree, it is
interesting to note thet sccording to Teble 3 about one~fifth (21.1 per
cent) of the boys had received the American Farmer Degree one year after
receiving the State Farmer Degree. Host boys received the American
Farmer Degree two years after receiving the State Farmer Degree, and
only one boy received the American Farmer Degree four years after the
State Farmer Degree,

The average length of time from receiving the State Farmer Degree

until receivipg the American Farner Degree was 2.1 years,
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Table 3.~ Length of Time from Receiving the State Farmer Degree
until Recelving the Americen Fermer Degree

Kumber of years Number of boye Per cent
4 1 1.7
3 20 35.1
P4 24 42.1
1 12 21,1
Totals 57 100.0

Aversge time for all boys 2.1 years.

Number of ¥.F.A, offices held by 57 candidstes

The part of the minimum cualifications for election to the
American Farmer Degree desling with the satisfectory ?articipation in
the asctivities of the local chapter end State associstion was inter-
pretated by the pstional F.F.A., sdvisory council to include: y

(2) A minimum of six different types of local F.F.A. chapter
ectivities,

(b) The candidate must also attend at lesst two different F.F.A.
gctivities above the local chapter level,

Although Table 4 does not list the sctivities of the local chapter,
it does reveal the offices held by the candidates., The F.F.A, offices
held by these boys include the followings president, vice-president,
secretary, tressurer, and reporter on the chepter, federstion and State

levels.

1/ Porm 665, Revised 1948, Application for American Parmer Degree, page
C, (see page 116, appendix).
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Tahle 4.~ Nuber of F.F.A, Offices Held

Mumber of offices Number of boys Per cent
0 2 3.5
1 7 12.3
Z 16 28.1
3 18 31.6
4 g 14.0
5 5 8.8
6 2 1.5
Totals 57 100.0

Elthough two boys did not hold any of the above mentioned
offices, they were active in the F.F.A. work, high school organizations,
and community service. One of the boys served on the program of work
committee on the local, feneration, and Stete F,F.A. levels., Both boys
also cerried out good supervised farming programs,

gpat boys held at least three offices and one boy held six. The
average number of offices held by ell boys wae 2.7.

Thnese figures indicste that it is possible for & hoy to win the
Amaricaen Farumer Degres without holding any of the major officeé in the

local F.F.A. chepter.

Distribution of F.F,A, offices held

According to the minimum gualificstions for election to the

American Fesrmer Degree, the candidate must show cutstanding sbility as



evidenced by his leadership and cooperation in student, chapter, and

community activities. The fact that these boys have shown a great deal

of leadership in these activities is indicated in Tsbles 4, 5, &, and 7.
There have been thirty-four local, fourteen federation and seven

Stete presidents for a total of fifty-five president offices filled

by candidates for the American Farmer Degree (Teble 5). There were only

two Stete vice-presidents and there were no Etate treasurers among the

fifty-seven degree applicants studied.

Table 5.~ Distribution of ¥.,F.A., Offices

Vice-
President president Secretary Treasurer Reporter
Per Per Per Per Per
Orgsnization No., cent No, cent HNo, cent No. cent No, cent
Chapter 34 59.6 23 40.4 15 26.3 15 26.3 15 26.3
Feder&tion 14 2«&,.5 8 114»-0 7 l2|3 l 118 4 700
State 7 12,3 2 3.5 _4 7.0 _= - .3 543

The position of treasurer was held by the least number of persons

and the office of president was held by most.

Number of orgsnizations belonged to high school

As evidence of leadership and cooperation in student activities,
the fifty-seven young men held & total of 184 memberships in high school
organizations (Table 6). This ie en average of 3.1 organizations
belonged to by sach American Farmer Degree applicant.

The number of organizations these boys held membership in other
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than the F.F.2, varied from none to nine, Nost boys had membership
in three organizetions, two had membership in nine organizations, and
fourteen boys did not hold membership in any organizations except the

F.F.A.

Teble 6.~ Number of Organizations Belonged to in High School

Number of Nunber of
applicants Hurber applicants
Number of holding of holding
organizations nembership Per cent offices offices Per cent
0 10 17.5 Q 1% 24..6
1 8 14.0 i 9 15.8
2 8 1440 2 7 12.3
3 9 15.8 3 9 15.8
& 3 543 4 2 3.5
5 7 12,3 5 4 7.0
6 5 8,8 6 6 10.5
7 2 345 7 4 740
8 3 5.3 8 2 3.5
9 2 23 9 2L =
Totuls 57 156.0 57 1556.0

These seme fifty-seven boys held a total of 152 offices or an
average of 2.8 offices per boy. This ie importsnt when we reslize
that the average nurber of organizations belonged to was 3.1 and the
average number of offices held in these orgsnizations was 2,8, These
figures suggest that the boys were leaders in most high school organiza-

tions to which they belonged, Some of the high school organizations



belonged to by these boys are &s follows: DBeta Club, Honogram Club,
Library Club, Drematie Club, Journslism Club, Debating Club, Student

Cooperative Associations, Student Council, and Glee Club,

Number of community orgsniszations psriicipeted in by spplicsuts

Host baye held memberchip in only one community zgricultural
orgenization, while the majority of boyse held memberchip in twvo comaue
nity non-egriculturzl organizations (Tseble 7).

The nurher of community orgarizations partici;ateé in by the boys
prior to receiving the Anericen Farmer Degree varied from ncne to five
for the non-agricultursl orgeniretions end from none to three for the
sgricultural orgarpizations.

Table 7.~ Humber of Community Orgarizations
Perticipsted in by Applicents

Number of _Agricultural ovganizstiong  Non-egricultural orgenizations

nrgenizem— Pep Per Per Per
tions Members cent Officers cent Members cent Officerc cent
1 16 28.1 8 14.0 13 22,8 15 26,3
2 7 12,3 5 8.8 19 33.3 19 23,
3 A 740 1 1.8 8 14.0 5 10.5
4 - - - - 4 7. 2 345
5 - - - - 1 1.8 1 Le
None 39 2.6 - - iz _2iJd - -
Totels ;; IQSTE 57 100.0

Since the average age of the boys prior to receiving the American

Parmer Degree was 19.3 years, (see Tsble 1), it is ressonsble to expect



- 27 -

that these boys did not belong to a grest number of community organiza-
tions at this young age. However, these fifty-seven boys held 138
memberghips in all community orgenizstions. There were 105 offices
filled by these members for an average of 1,8 offices in a community
orgenization per bay.

It is interesting to note that one boy belonged tc five community
non-agriculture organizations and held five of'fices in these organizaw
tions.

The average number of organizations belonged to per boy was 2.4.
Thirty boys did not belong to an agriculture orgsnisation, twelve did
not belong to a non-agriculture organization, and seven did not belong

to any community orgenization.

Number attending college

Although the minimum gqualificetions for election to the American
Farmer Degree stetes thet & candidate shall have & satisfactory scholore
ship record as certified by the local school superintendent or prineipal,
fifteen or 26.4 per cent were attending schools of higher learning at

the time they applied for the American Farmer Degree (Tsble 8),

Table 8.~ Number Attending College

College attending fumber Per cent

Agriculture 1z 21.1

Non-sgriculture 3 5.3
Total attending college 15 2644
Total not attending college 42 3.6

Totel 57 100.,0




Of the fifteen attending college, 80 per cent were enrolled in
egriculture college end 20 per cent were enrolled in non-sgriculture

colleges,

Rumber of brothers apd sisters in the families of 51 candidates

The application form {see page 114, appehdix) was revised January

1941, Those spplicstion formz used prior to that date dld not contain
guestions relative to the number of brothers sné sisters in the home
fagily. Therefore, the six boys who applied for the Americsn Farzer
Pegree durling 1940 are not included im this seetlion of the study.

The numbser Qf‘brstheré of American Farmer Degree wimners prior to
recelving the American Farmer Degree, varied from none to five while
the nusber of sisters veried from nons to four (Tsble 3). Only one boy

had four sisters, but three boys had five brothers.

Teble 94~ Number of Brothers and Sisters

Rurber Murber of Rusber Nusber of
of Aaerican of Arerican
brothers Farmers Per cent sisters Fsrzsers  Per cent

] 13 2545 o 10 19.6
1 13 743 i 14 ek
2 - 10 i9.6 2 16 34
3 A 7.8 3 10 19.6
4 2 3.9 4 1 240
5 -2 29 5 ] —

Totele 51 100.0 51 100.0




Although thers were thirteen Americen Farmerz with no brothers and
ten boys with no sisters, there were only four or 7.8 per cent with
neither brother nor sister. This mesns that 7.8 per cent of boys apply-
ing for the American Farmer Degree were the only child. However, most

boys who received this degrese had one brother and two sisters,

Number of children in the family

The number of children in the home familiesz of 51 American Parmers
varied from one to nine (Table 10). There were four femilies vhere the
Americen Farmer wes the only child. One family had nine children, in-
cluding the American Farmer, and there was one family with eight children.
Most families had three or four children and the average eize of the

family was 4.0 children.

Table 10.~ Number of Children in the Home Pamily

Number of children NBumber of families Per cent
1 : 4 7.8
2 8 15.7
3 10 19.6
4 10 13,6
5 7 13.7
6 7 13.7
7 3 5.9
8 1l 2.0
9 - —=220
Totals 51 100.0




Pogition inm the fanily

Teble 11 rewaslz that siviteen Aneviosrn Frorewers vere the First
crild in the Family, More then helf (8§4.9 per cent) of the Zmerican

Farmers were eithar the first or second child., Only one American
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d in the famili, and he wss the ninth
child, The sverage renk in the Zrmily wmas 2.4,

These fipures suggest thet since mosgt bnerican Formers were either

1o

the firat or gecond child, thel they vere more elipitle to ohtein

o

the fmericer Furmer Degree ther other brotaers vho ceme along loter.

Table 1l.- Position in the Family

Rank Hunber Per cent

First 16 21k
Second 12 235
Tnird 2 17.6
Fourth 7 13.7
Fifth 3 5.9
Sixth 3 5.9

2.0
100.0
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Mertiel status of candidstes

Ouly & snall per cent of the boys were married &t the time they

applied for the American Farmer Degree (Tsble 1Z). There were only
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five merried at this time, and the sverage age at the time they were

merried was 19 yeers snd 10 months.

Table 12,- Martial Status of Candidates

Status Number Per cent

Merried 5 8.8

Single 52 91,2
Totels 57 100.0

Size of the nome farm

If a boy were from a large-sized farm, it seems ressonsble that he
would have a better opportunity to expand his supervised fsrming pro~
grem than a boy would have if he were from & smali farm,

The average size of the home farm was 281 acres (Table 13). =

The size of farms ranged in acres from 58,3 to 987, There were
five boys from farms of 100 acres or less and six boys were from farms
of 501 scres or over, while most boys wers from farms from 201 to 250
ecres in gize,

These figures indicate that boys who have received the American
Farmer Degree were not necessarily from exceptionally large farms. It
appesrs that the number of boys from smell farma was about egual to the

number of boys from larger farams.

Type of home farm

Virginia, with its mountain ranges and coastsl plains, is suited

for diversified farming. Tsble 14 reveals that genersl ferming was



Table 13+~ Size of the Home Farm

Size in acres Kumber of boys Per cent
100 or under ; 5 8,8
101 - 150 3 15.8
151 - 2 8 14.0
<01 - 250 10 17.5
251 ~ 300 6 10.5
301 - 350 6 15.5
351 -« 400 3 5.3
401 - 450 3 5.3
451 - 500 1 1,8
501 or over 6 _10.5

Totals 57 100.0
Smallest farm 8.3 acres
Largest farm 987.0 acres
Average sige ' 281.0 acres

Table lie~ Type of Home Farm

Type of farm Rumber of boys Per cent
General 42 737
Dairy 9 15.8
Tobacco 3 5.2
Other -3 S

Totals 57 93.9
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followed on mort of the home farms vhile dairying wes vext in imnortance.
Tobseeo farming wae followed on the home farms of only three boys.
Types of ferming clessified as other included one peanut farm, one

plant farm and one livestock end poultry farm,

Extent of candidstes participation in the whole farming program

In Table 15a the different major enterprisesg owned or managed by

fifty-seven candidates for the American Farmer Degree are iisted. These
figures reveal the great diversification of Virginia agriculture since
no one enterprise wag perticipated in by &1l boys. This indicates thsat
the cendidets had seversl entervrises in his supervised faraming program,.
Corn, pasture, small grain, and hey were enterpriges engaged in by most
boys.

There was a wide range in scope of all enterprises listed, indicat-
ing that some boys had minor intereste in en enterprise and other had a
major interest in that enterprise.

Tobacco, peanuts, truck, and others were listed separately,
(Teble 15b), beceuse the man hours required per acre limited their scope.
For this reason they could not be listed in the same acreage category as
the other crop enterprises.

Over half of the candidates did not engage in these enterprises.
More boys had some truck crop enterprises, and the least number of boys
had peanuts as an enterprise,

These figures indicate thst peanuts sre not grown as widely in

Virginie &8 truck crops.
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Table 15b.~ Extent of Candidates Participation in the Farming Progrem

Tobacco Peanuts Truck Other
Size in acres No., Per cent No, Per cent No. Per cent No, Per cent
«5 or under < 3.5 - - - - - -
6 = 2,0 6 0.5 1 1.8 15 26.3 4 7.0
2.1 = 4.0 2 3.5 2 3.5 4 7.0 4 7.0
4l = 6,0 2 3¢5 1 1.8 2 3.54 5 8.8
6.1 - 8,0 2 3.5 - - 1 1.8 2 3.5
8.0 or over 2 L8 4 70 2 3.5 5 _8.8
Totals 15 26.3 8 12,2 24 42,1 20 35.1
Did not participate 42 _73.7 49 85,9 33 57,9 37 _64.,9
Totals 57 100.0 57 100.0 57 100,0 57 100.,0
Least acreage 5 1 1/8 .6
CGreatest acreage 12 100 30.5 40

Candidates' share of livestock
In addition to the extent of the candidates' participation in the

crops aspect of farming, the number of livestock owned or owned in
partnership by the cendidate would further suggest his scope and growth
into the farming business,

Tsble 1ba reveals the number of head of livestock owned by the
candidates and Table 1éb revesls the number of head of livestock owned
in pertuership by the candidates. As in crop entervrises, not all boys
engaged in any one single livestock enterprise., Most boys had more
dairy cattle and swine &s their enterprises than any other type of live-

gtock.
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The scope of these enterprises also wvaried & great deal. One boy
owned as many as 175 dairy cattle in partnership, while forty-two boys
did not own any in partnership.

Swine, dairy cattle and beef cattle were the most numerous live-
stock owned in partnership by most boys, while dairy cattle, sheep and
swine were the most numerous livestock owned by most boys.

These fifty-~seven boys owned & totel of 778 head of livestock,
while the number owned in partnership was 1,294, Thie is &n average
of 13.6 head of livestock owned per boy and 22.7 head of livestock

ovned in partnership per boy.

Cendidete's share of poultry
The number of poultry owned varied from 25 to 4,100, while the

number owned in pertnership varied from 30 %o 4,700 (Table 17).

Host boys owned from 151 to 200 poultry and owned 301 or over in
partnership.

There were eighteen boys who owned 8,150 birds and twenty~one
boys owned 23,277 birds in partnership.

The average for all boys was 143 owned and A08B.4 ovned in partner-
ship., The least nuwber owned by ary boy was 25 and the leest number

owned in partnership by any boy was 30,

Candidste's per ¢ asre of livestock and po owned ir partner-
ship

Of those hoys having s partnership share of livestock and poultry,
over half, (60.5 per cent), owned a Fifty per cent share, and only


















- T4 -

These figures suggest that the agricultural instructor hsd more
influence over the boys in giving them the incentive for the American

Farmer Degree than any other person or group of persons.

Average gross income, 1947 - 1951 inclusive

Table 44 revesls that 64 American Farnmers reported an income from

farming during the five-year period, 1947-1951 inclusive, and 43
American Parmers reported an average income from other sources. Tnis
gives a total of 107 average incomes reported. However, 25 American
Farmers reported an income both from ferming and from other sources, and
two American Farmers did not report on either.

Of the 64 American Farmers reporting &n average income from ferming,
eight were classified as students, and three are classified as being in
occupations related to farming.

0f the 6, reporting an sversge income from farming, over half, (35),
reported $4,000 or under; while 23 of the 43 Americen Farmers reporting
average incomes from other sources reported $3,000 or under.

Fourteen American Farmers reported an average income of $6,000 or
over from farming while none reported this amount from other sources.

These figures suggest that those who went into fazrming have had an

average income greater than those who are not in farming,

Iype of farming

Of the 56 Virginia American Farmers, 41 or 73.2 per cent were engaged
in genersl farming (Teble 45). Dsiry farming was next to gemeral farming

with nine American Farmers engaged in this type of farming., Only one



Table 44.~ Aversge Gross Income, 1947 - 1351 Inclugive

- 75

From farming

From other sources

ount of money Number Per cent Number Per cent
$1,000 or under 7 10.9 9 20.9
1,100 - $2,000 10 15,6 6 14.0
2,100 - 3,000 10 15,6 8 18,6
3,100 - 4,000 8 12.5 10 23.3
4,100 - 5,000 8 12,5 5 11.6
5,100 - 6,000 7 10,9 5 11.6
6,100 - 7,000 1 1.6 - -
7,100 - 8,000 6 944 - -
8,100 - 9,000 3 47 - -
9,100 - 10,000 1 1,6 - -
10,100 or over 3 el - -
Totale 64 100,90 43 100.0
Total nunber of incomee reported sesessesssesssassavecsnssnes 107
Number reported two sources Of INCOME vesseseanovvrsssansscacs _%%
Namber did not report asny smount Of iNCOME cevsecessscsscnene Z
Totals 84

hmericasn Farmer wes engaged in orchard ferming.

These figures indicate that the conditions in Virginie ere suitable

for general ferming and thet the majority of American Parmers sre enw—

gaged in this type of farming.
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Teble 45.~ Type of Ferming

Type of farming Number Per cent
General 41 73.2
Dairy 9 16.1
Poultry 3 544
Beef Cattle 2 3.5
Orchard 1 1,8
Totals 56 1C0.0

Acreage of pasgure, timberlend, and meadow owned

The acresage of pasture owned varied {rom 2 to 130, the acresge of
timberland varled from 2 t» 200, and the acreage of meadow land varied
from 4 to 30 (Table 46).

There were 19 owning 1,237 scres of pasture for an aversge of 65,1
acres owned per American Farmer, FEighteen American Farmers owned 1,424
scres of tisberland for an average of 79.1 scres owned per American
Farmer. There were only six American Farmers owning & totsl of 88 acres
of mesdow land for an aversage of 14.7 acres per American Farmer,

Of those 56 American Farmers engeged in farming, only 19 or 33.9
per cent reported owning pasture, 12 or 32.1 per ¢ant reported owning

timberland, snd 6 or 10,7 per cent reported owning meedow land,

Acreage of pasture, timberlend and meadow owmed in vartnership
There were 30 American Farmers having & pertnership in 2,618 acres
of pasture for an average of 87.3 acres per American Farmer (Table 47).

Twenty-three American Farmers held a partnership in 2,147 sacres of
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Teble 46.- Acreage of Pasture, Timberland snd Meadow Owned

Pasture Timberlsand Hesdow
icres Bumber Per cent Nunber Per cent HNumber Per cent
Under 2% 7 36,8 3 16,7 5 23.2

5 - 49 4 21.0 - - 1 1€.7
50 - 74 3 15.8 6 33.3 - -
7 - 99 - - 4 2242 - -
100 - 124 1 543 i 5.5 - -
125 « 149 - - 1 5.5 - -
150 or over 4 21,1 — 6.8 = —_—

Totals 19 100.0 18 10G.0 6 100.0
Aversge per

Anerican Farmer 65.1 79.1 1447
Per cent reported 333 32.1 10.7
Totel acresage 1,237 1,424 88
Range 2 - 190 2 - 200 4 - 30

timberland for an average of 89,0 acrez per American Farmer, and four

owned 161 acres of meadow land in partnership for an average of 40,3

acres per American Fsrmer, These averages are zbove the averages of

pasture, timberlend and mesdow land owned, as revealed in Table 46.

Only two Americen Farmers owned 50 acres or more meadow land in

partnership while none owned this much,

The pumber of acresg owned in partnership had a wider range than

the nunber of acres owned,

Tnese figures indicate that those owning pasture, timberland and



meadow lend in partnership have a greater screage thean owners.

Table 47.- Aereage of Pssture, Timberland and Meadow
Owvmed in Partnership

Pasturc ___Timberland Meadow
hcres Namber Per cent HNumber Per cent Number Per cent
Uncer 25 5 16.7 7 30.4 1 25.0

25 - 49 6 2040 4 17.4 1 5.0
50 - 74 8 26.7 4 17.4 1 25.0
75 - 9 - - i 4e3 1 25.0
100 - 124 5 16.7 1 4e3 - -
125 - 149 2 6.6 2 8,7 - -
150 or over A A3e3 4 214 - -
Totals 30 100.0 23 93.9 & 100.0
Total acreage 2,618 25047 161
Aversage 87.3 89.0 40.3
Per cent reported 38,7 27 o4y 4.8
Range 10 - 400 2 =« 600 15 - 60

Acreage of pasture and timberland vented

There was no meadow land rented, 766 acres of pasture was rented,
and 577 acres of timberland was rented (Table 48).

There were only four American Farmers classified as renters (see
Table 36, page 67), but seven American Furmers rented pasture and five
rented timberlead, These Tigures indicsate that those American Farmersg
engaged in farming sg partners and others also rented land,

There were no American Farmer renting between 50 and 124 acres of
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pasture or timberland, and there were two American Farmers renting 125
or more acreg of pasture and three Americen Farmers rented 125 or more
acres of timberland.

The number of acres of pasture rented by these seven American
Farmers varied from 10 to 400 acres, and the numbe; of acres of timber-
land rented by five American Farmers varied from 20 to 209 scres.

These figures indicate that slightly less than one-third (28.6 per
cent) rented pasture on & large scale and over one-half, (60,0 per

cent) of those renting timberland, rented it on a large scale.,

Teble 48.- Acresge of Pasture and Timberland Rented

Pagture Timberlend
Acreg Number Per cent Number Per cend
Under 25 4 57.1 1 20.0
25 -~ 49 1 1443 1 2040
125 ~ 149 1 14.3 1 20.0
150 or over = 2443 2 400
Totals 7 100.0 5 100,0
Totsl acreage 766 577
Average 109.4 115.4
Range 10 - 400 20 - 209

Acreage of crops owned

Although only 12 Americen Parmers were classified as farm owners,
21 reported owning some crop land (Teble 49). This indicates that

those American Farmers not classified as farm owners do own lsnd and
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are becoming more firmly estsblished in farming as evidenced by farm
ownership,

Slightly less then one-half, {(47.6 per cent) of the American
Farmers owned under 50 ecres of crops and slightly less than one-fifth,
(19.0 per cent) owned 150 acres or more of cropland.

These flgures indicate the extent of crop farming engaged in by

farm owners,

Tsble 49.- Acresge of Crops Cwned

Busber of scres Number owning Per cent
Jnder 25 4 19.0
25 - 49 6 28,6
50 - 74 3 - 14,3
7% - 9 1 ie8
100 - 124 2 9.5
125 - 149 1 4.8
150 or over A .29.0
Totals 21 100.0

Acreage of crops owged in partnership

There were 20 American Farmers farming as partners, but Tsble 50

reveals that only 29 reported owning c¢rops in partnership. These
figures suggest that &ll American Farmers farming as partners did not
have ¢rops in partnership.

Of the 29 American Farmers, there were seven who owned from 25 to

49 scres of crops in pertnership, and none owned less than 25 &cres
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of crops in partnership.
These figures indicate that those farming as partners in crops,

farm on & lerger scale than those men farming as owners.

Table 50.~ Acreage of Crops Ovned in Partnership

Number of scres Number owning in partnership Per cent
B - 49 7 4.1
50 - 74 3 10.3
75 - 99 6 20,7

100 - 124 3 10.3

125 - 149 3 10.3

150 - 174 4 13.8

175 - 199 i 3.5

200 or over 2 6.9

Totals 29 99.9

Acreage of crops rented

There were 13 American Farmers who rented crops, but there were
only four American Farmers classified as renters. (See Table 36).
This indicates that American Farmers farming other than renters, also
rented land (Teble 51),

Most American Farmers rented from 75 to 124 acres of crops and
the least number rented from 125 to 174 scres of crops. There were
three Americen Farmers who rented under 25 acres and three rented 175

or more acres of Crops.

These figures revesls that of the 56 American Farmers actually



engsged in farming, 13 or 23,2 per cent rent land. This further indi-
cates that renting land is of importance to those American Farmers

engaged in farming.

Teble 51.- Acresge of Crops Rented

Number of acres Burber renting Per cent
Under 25 3 23,1
”R5 - T4 2 15.4
75 - 124 4 3047
125 - 174 1 7.7
175 or over =3 3.1
Totals 13 100.0

Total acreage of farm land owned

Tﬁble 52 reveals that 21 American Farmers reported land owned,
but there were only 12 classified as farm owners. (See Table 36).
Teble 49 also revealed that 21 American Farmers reported ag owning
crops. This further indicates that those American Farmers ferming other
then farm owners are advancing toward farm ownership.

Slightly less than one—half, (47.6 per cent) owned 143 scres or
less and the remainder owned 150 acres or more.

Two American Farmers owned under 50 acres and three owned over 300
acres, The number of acres owned varied from 7 to 842 and the average
scres owned was 192.1, Since the average size of farms in Virginia is

103.1 acres, v these figures indicate that this group of American

1/ Preliminary 1950 Census of Agriculture, United States Department of
Commerce, Buresu of Census, 1951.
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Farmers is well above the State average.

Table 52.~ Total Acrsage of Farn Lend Owned

Number of acres Number owning Per cent
Under 50 2 3.5
50 - 74 2 9.5
75 - 99 1 4.8
100 « 124 4 19.0
125 - 149 1 4.8
150 - 174 3 14.3
175 - 199 1 4.8
200 - 249 2 9.5
250 - 299 2 95
300 or over 3 _d4.3
Totals 21 100.0

Total 2Cres OWNECQ eevesvesscavescescansronsscsreceaccnseses 4,@33
AVera.ge per American FParmer BB ISR IS NI A SEEPERNNAIERNBIERSIERNOEEEE l?f,.l

. rr )
ﬁﬁﬁge B E SN DD IR G I L LI NT R IR RGO REIELRIEIIRETAIIIBPOISIEIELEITS - 842

Total screage of land owned in partnership

There were 30 American Farmers classified as farming as partners,
(see Table 36), 29 of these American Fermers reported the amount of
lend they owned in partnership, and one American Farmer did not report
the amount of land he owned in partnership (Teble 53).

The number of ascres owned in partnership wveried from 28 to 300,

A total of 6,783 acres was reported as owned in partnership for an
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average of 224.1 acres owned in partnership per American Farmer, The
average nuszber of acres owned in parinersblp is slightly more than the
everage number of acres owned.

4 largsr percentage of the American Farmers cwned 300 scres or
move of land in parinership then fara owaers, aud a legsser percentage
ewned»under 50 acres in parinership than the percentage of farm owners,

These figures incicate that the Americsn Farmers faraing as
partners owned more land in partnership than those Americen Farmers

farnlag &5 ownars.

Table 53+~ Total Acres of Farm Land Owned in Partnership

Nugber of scres Budber owning in psrtnership Per cent
lfleder 50 1 ETFA
50 - 74 - -
75 - 39 4 13.8
100 -~ 124 4 13.8
125 - 149 2 6.3
150 - 174 4 13.8
175 - 199 1 ek
200 ~ 243 3 10.3
250 - 299 4 158
300 or over & 20.7

Totals 29 59.9

Tot&}. acres Omedin p&mnershi? L I I I O O BE N B BN S BN A IR B A N S B A ) 6’789

Average per American FarMer ..scesescecsccocccccasrosscsansse 234l

Ra-nge e e Y S IEEEEETN N R N R R RN N RN RN RN NENERE SRR E] 28’900




Total acres of lsnd rented

Teble 54 reveals that there were no American Farmers renting be-
tween 125 and 199 seresg of land, Four Amcerican Favrxzers rented wunder
50 acres and eight American Farmers rented 300 or more acres. There
were a total of 18 American Farmers reported as renting land and 11
of these American Farmers rented over Z00 acres each.

The nuwber of acres rented varied from 15 to 784 and the aversge
ascresge rented was 258,6.

These figures suggest further that renting is of major importance

to those American Fsrmers row farming.

Teble 54.~ Total Aceres of Farm Lend Rented

Nurber of acres ‘ Nusber renting Per cent
Under 50 4 22,2
50 - T4 1 5.6
75 - 39 1 546
100 ~ 124 i 546
200 ~ Z49 3 16,6
300 or over 8 _bhok
Totals 18 18040

T'Qtz&l sCres r@ntEd [E RN ERENEENERENERERNESN N NN I I IR IR N NN 1@’655

Aversge per Anerican Parmiel .cu.eececsveacsscosssnnsssssvnas 258.6
Rﬁnge [EEERER RIS I 2 I I I S N A BRI A BN AR A N A 2 B B BN NI AR Y 2 B B B BN N -‘Lf“‘r:?aé

Totel value of farm land

Although there were 42 American Farmers engsged iw fearming as



owners or partners, only 32 American Farmers reported the value of their

farm land (Tsble 55).

There were six American Farmers who reported the total vslue of

their farm lend es being $25,000 or over, and four reported the total

value of

EE i 29
e

their land as being under $5,000.

total value of all land reported was $569,165 or an average

value of $17,473.93 per Americen Farmer,

The totel value of farm land varied from $1,500 to $125,000,

The figures in Tsble 55 revesls that 19 or 53.4 per cent of ihe
kmerican Farmers reporied the total value of their farm lend as $10,000
or over.

Table §5.-~ Total Value of Parm Land

Value Numbsr Per cent
Under $5,000 4 12.5
$5,000 - $9,999 9 28,1
10,000 - 14,999 5 15.6
15,000 - 19,999 7 219
20,000 - 24,992 i 3.1
25,000 or over 6 _18.8

Totals 32 10C.,0

Total value of all land ceseevesvscsntncconcscssescrnsencs %569’165

Average value per Americen Farmer sseceecescscoccsascssses 17,473.93

R&nge TR I EEEIIIImnmmIImmmImIyInI Iy $l,500 - $125,800




Amount of livestock owned

There were 39 American Fermers reported as owning livestock, and
most American Farmers owned from 25 to 49 heed of livestock (Table 56).
The nurber of livestock owned varied from 1 to 150. The total
number of livestock owmed was 1,398 and the average number of livestock

owned was 36,8 head,
These figures indicate that livestock hae a definite plsce in the
farming progrome of these American Farmers., They also suggest that the

conditions found in Virginia sre sultsble for livestock production.

Table 56.~ Amount of Livestock Owned

Bumber of head Number owning Per cent
Under 5 g 20.5
5= 9 3 77
10 - 14 4 10.3
15 - 19 4 10.3
20 - 24 5 12,8
5 - 49 10 25 .6
50 ~ T4 1 2.6
75 - 99 2 5.1
100 or over 2 543
Totels 39 100,0

Total nusher of head owned SeARGERIENELOSINIINEBESORSIIERGEORGS 1,398
Kvel"&ge numb er per Anerican Parmer SesIROGICRAINESERSREEO RO 36;8

R&ﬁgﬁ L A &1
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Amount of livestock owned in partnership

There were 30 American Farmers reported as owning livestock in
partnership (Tsble 57). Of these American Férmers, 9 or 30 per cent
owned under 75 head of livestock in partnership, 15 or %0 per cent
ovned from 75 to 149 head of livestock in partnership, and 6 or 20 per
cent cwned 150 or more head of livestock in partnership.

The totel number of livestock owned in partnership was 3,610 for
an average of 120.3 head owned in partnership per American Farmer,

The number of livestock owned in partnership waried from 2 to 330,

Table 57.~ Amownt of Livestock Owned in Pertnership

Number of head Number owning in pesrtnership - Per cent
Under 2% 4 13.3
25 = 49 2 6.7
50 - 74 3 10.0
75 - 99 ) 2040
100 - 124 6 20.0
128 - 149 3 10.0
150 - 174 1 3.3
175 or over 5 _16,7
Totalse 30 100.0

Total nutber of Ne8d seseesnercssssnessrssssessssnscovssassna 3,610
A‘U‘ez‘&ge per Anmericsan F&mel‘ PSP EDILIVEN IR O IRV GO IPOOIRSESDS 1?603

Range [EENE R RNTE RN ENNFERNENENRENZEENRNENEERJ:NEJNJSZEIE®SNNEJESEJERMNEENENNRS] 2” ,‘0

These figures further suggest the importance of livestock in the



farming programs of these American Farmers end thet livestock is well

adapbed to the existing conditions in Virginia,

Amount of poultry owned

Table 58 reveals that only 12 American Farmers reported ownirg
pouliry. Of these 12 American Farzers, & or 66,7 per cent owned under
100 tirds, and only 2 owned over 200 birds,

The pumber of birds owned veried from 25 to 2,800 and the average
nusber of birds owned per American Farmer was 309.6.

Thege figures indicate that poultry ia not as widely owned by

thege Anerican Fermers as livestock,

Tsble 58,~ Amount of Poultry Owned

Humber of birds Nusber owning Per cent
Under 50 4 33.3
50 - 99 4 3343
100 - 149 1 8.3
i50 -~ 139 L €.3
200 or over 2 16,7
Totals 12 99.9

Total number of birds owned KL NP NEVIEIIREOIANINGEOOOSEINOGIE NS 3;715
Averege pumber per American FEIMET ceeeseccevcvccscscssccsss  309.6

R&ﬁge I Z B REEREFANE SN ER SR NN NN RN EEEERESENESNENENENNENEIRENRESRN:ESER] 25 had 2,800

mt of poultrvy owned in vartnershi

Teble 59 reveals that there were 14 American Farmers reported
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owning poultry in partnerchip., OFf these 14 American Farmers, 7 or 50
per cent owned 200 or more birds in partnership and only one American
Farmer owned under 50 birds in partnership.

The number of birds owned in partnership varied from 30 to 1,200
and the average number of birds owned in partnership was 334.6.

The figures in Table 58 and Tsble 59 reveal that 26 American
Farmers or 46.4 ver cent of the American Faramera engsged in farming own
poultry either as owners or partners, These figures also suggest that
poultry has a definite place in the farming programs of slightly less

than one-half of the Americen Farmers.

Table 53 .- Amount of Poultry Owned in Partnership

Bunber of birde Number owning in partnership Per cent
Under 50 1 7.1
50 - 99 2 14.3
100 -~ 149 3 IRV
150 - 199 1 7.1
200 or over 1 _50.0
Totale 14 29.9

Tot&l nme? ofbirde B EP TS DR ET AR NI RS REE NPT PSSRSO NTI GRS RN 4’685
Average number per fmerican FAIMEr ceescivevscecsccossvecense 334D

Raﬂge lloiv-ounhiolo»no-‘ll‘unl’untco-vovbcnn.w.oiicounuosg - 1,2{)0

Totel walue of livestock snd poultry

A p—

Of the 56 kmerican Farmers engaged in farming, 50 or 89.3 per cent

reported the wvalue of livestock and poulidry owned or owned in partnership
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(Tsble 60).

The total value varied from $100 to $46,000 and the average value
per American Farmer was %8,947.58.

Eirce the average valuce of farm land owned or owned in pertnership
was $17,473.93 and the average value of livestock znd pcﬁltry cwned or
owned in pertnership was $8,247.58, there is & ratio of the value of
farm land to the wvelue of livestock and poultry of 1.9% to 1. This msy
elso be interpreted that for every $1.95 invested in land, these

Anerican Formere neve $1 invested inm livestock end poultry.

Table 60.~ Totel Value of Livestock and Poultry

Yalue Rumber Per cent
Under $1,000 4 8,0
$1,000 - $2,999 10 _ Z0.0
3,000 - 4,999 10 “0.0
5,000 - 56,399 5 12.0
7,000 - 8,999 é 12.0
9,000 - 19,999 1 2.0
11,000 - 12,999 3 6.0
13,000 - 14,999 1 2.0
15,000 or over 9 _18,9
Totals 50 100,0

Totel value U P A RN E T AN IO NI AN N EI NN IR ONEOINIOIAPIRIOIEBIINTE &'4}#7,}79
kver&ge v&lue pet‘ AzﬁEric&ﬁ Farmer sV ssPsRNISEERSEbOERBRADUEENS 8,947{58

Rax}ge I EXERZEEXEREERE RN SN NNREN SRR ERE R ERE R E RN ERENNENESEES] *’:LOU - %40’000




Total value of eguipment
Teble 61 veveals that 46 of the 56 American Farmers engaged in

farming reported the velue of their ecuipment ae $210,529. This gives
an average value of equipment of $4,576.72 per American Farmer.

Table 5% reveals that only 32 Americen Farmers reported the valus
of farm land while in Teble 61, 46 American Farmers reported the value
of farm machinery., This indicates that more American Farmers owned or
omaned in partnersghip more machinery than owned farm land as owners or

in partnership.

Table 6l.~ Total Velue of Equipment

Yolue Humber Per cent

Under $1,000 5 10.9

41,000 ~ $1,999 7 15.2
2,000 - 2,999 6 13.0
3,000 « 3,999 9 13.6
4,000 - 4,999 7 15.2
5,000 - 5,999 1 2.2
6,000 - 6,999 2 L3
7,000 -~ 7,999 i 2.2
8,000 or over 8 A4
Totals 46 190.0

Tot&i value Of all equip;nent O EE RSSO RARNRG RGBSR S S $210,529
Average pe? mericw F&mﬁ?r PSR IR I ARPSEACOIN I TR NP PRSP 4’57{-'7'72

R&nga [ FEREZSRESNER AN R EE AR R R AR ER R R N ERESENEEEEEN XX %50‘22,810




There is a ratio of the walue of farm land to the value of live-
sbock and pouliry to the value of equipmeni of 2,82 to 1.93 to 1.

The sverage value of land per American Farmer was $17,473.93, the
average veslue of livestock wes $8,947.58, and the average value of
equipment was $4,576.72. This gives a total average of $30,593.23 for
land, livestock and equipment. This does not represent the total
amount invested in farming, but it doee represent a major portion of
that emount, At the time 57 fmerican Farmers received the Axericen
Farmer Degree, the aversgs smount they had invested in farmirg was
$6,740,70., The average Americen Farmer now has $24,257.53 gbove this
figure irvested in livestock, land snd equipment, This indicates that
the average American Farmer has made advancements in farming or infla-

tion has hit him.

Summary of the ghsvter

From 1928 through 1950, Virginia has received 86 per cent or 117
out of a possible 136 American Farmer Degrees allowed on the basis of
active membership in the State association of the F.F.A.

| The Americen Farmers are widely scattered throughout the State

and 84 of the 108 Americen Farmers responded to the questiomnneire sent
then,

These Americsn Farmers have continued %o show leadership ability
since they recelved the American Fzrmer Degree. Of the 23 American
Farmers who gerved in the military services during ¥World War II, 9 were

non-goanrissioned officers and 13 were commigsioned officers. One
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American Farmer was in the Merchant Marines and 3 were in the Nawy,

Leadership is further indicated by the fact that the 84 Virginia
American Farmers held an average membership in 3.5 community organiza-
tions and they held an average of 2.6 offices in these organizations.

The educational advencements made by the 84 Virginia American
Farmers is rather high, since 33 or 39.28 per cent attended college.
Of the 33 American Fsrmers who attended college, 21 received the B.S,
degree and 4 of these extended their college educsation beyond 4 years.

In determining the occupational status of the 84 American
Farmers, it was found that 56 were farming, 13 were in occupations re-
lated to farming, and 6 were in sgricultural colleges for a total of
75 or 89.3 per cent in farming or related occupetions. Two American
Farmers were in non-agriculturel colleges and 7 were in occupations
not related tc agriculture., Sixty of these American Parmers lived in
their home communities and 24 did not live in their home communities.

The average gross income for a five<year period wag greater for
those American Farmers engeged in farming then those who were not
engaged in farming.

Most American Farmerg who are now ferming are farming on general
farmg, The 21 who own farm land, owned an average of 132,1 scres and
the 29 who reported owning farm land in partnership, had en average of
2341 acresg owned in parinership.

The average American Farmer owned 35.8 head of livestock and 120.3
head of livestock in partpership, Only 26 American Farmers reported

poultry as being cwned or owned in partnership.
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It appears that the ratio of the value of farm land to the value
of livestock and poultry to the value of eguipment of these American

Farmers is gbout normel for an average farm business.
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CONCLUSIORE

Although the minimum quslifications for election to the Americen
Farmer Degree have remained essentislly the same during the past
ten years, the actusl schievements of the candidates for the

American Farmer Degree have increased beyond thete minimums.

Candidates for the American Farmer Degree ip Virginie must go well
beyond the mipimum requirements to successfully meel the competie

tion for election to this degree,

A successful candidate for the Americsn Farmer Degree should: be
a State Farmer sbout 19,3 years of age, apply for the American
Farmer Degree approximately 2.1 years after receiving the State
Farmer Degree, hold sbout 2,7 offices in the F.F.A,, hold member-
ship in sbout three other high school orgenizations, be from a
home farm of sbout 281 scres, own about 13.6 head of livestock with
ebout 22,7 head of livsstock in partnership, own sbout 142,9 fowls
with about 408.4 fowls in partnership, heve about $3,629.09 income
from supervised farming, and have sbout $6,740.7C invested in

farming,

Americen Farmer Degree winners in Virginia are widely distributed

throughout the State,

411 areas of supervision in the State do not have American Farmer

Degree winners €vVery year.
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8.
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10.

11.

13.
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American Farmers who enter colleges, enter sgricultural colleges

in grester nunbers than they enter non-agricultural colleges.

Of those American Farmners entering agricultural colleges, more

enrolled in agricultural education than any other curriculum,

A higher per cent of Americen Farmers engsge in farming than

other ex-students of wvocational sgriculture,

Emerican Farmers now have more invested in farming than the appli-
cantg for the American Farmer Degree had at the time they applied

for the degree,

The supervised farming program of these American Farmers played a

large part in helping them to become esteblisghed in farming,

The instructor of vocational agriculture plays an important part
in determining whether or not students in his depertment will

receive the American Farmer Degree.

The American Farmers feel that the agricultural training received
in high school is of great value to them in farming or working

with farm people.

Americen Fzrmers have continued to show gqualities of leadership

after having received the degree,

Those American Farmers engaged in farming heve had an average
grogs income for a five year period (during 1947-1951) that was

higher than those American”Farmers not engaged in farming.



15,

16.

17.

18.

19.

A grezster per cent of Virginis American Farmers are engeged in
farming or have entered releted occcupations than North Caroclina

or Louigiane American Farmers.

Virginia Americen Farmers held en average menbership in more come

munity organizations than was held by Oklshoma American Farmers,

0f those American FParmers not now engagea in farming, most of

them plan to faram in the fubure,

Of those American Parmers not engeged in farming, limited capital

is a mejor reason why they are not farming,

Inheritance is & major factor helping American Parmers become

established in farming operations.



RECOMMENDATIONS

On the basis of informstion gathered in this study and its cone

clusione, the following recommendations are madet

1.

24

3.

he

5e

6.

Thet those persons respongible for the selection of candidates for
the American Farmer Degree in Virginia, continue to select those
candidates with the care that has been used for the past three
years when Virginia received all the degrees allowed by the national

congtitution.

That the minimum gqualifications for election to the American Farmer

Degree be raised.

That the national office establish a standard system of filing the
application forms of the successful candidates for the American

Farmer Degree by States.

That more American Farmer Degree application forms be sent the area

supervisorg of vocational agriculture in the State,

Thet procedures for completing the American Farmer Degree applica~
tion forms be taught 8ll prospective teachers of wocationsl sgricul-

ture.

Since most American Farmers responded that their supervised farm-
ing program helped them become esteblished in ferming, it seems that
more emphasig should be placed upon this phase of the total program

of wocational asgriculture throughout the State.
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8.

3.

10.

11,

-~ 100 -

Thaet the instructors of vocational agriculture encourage more State

Farmers to apply for the Americsn Farmer Degrse.

In order to successfully meet the competition of other State F.F.A.
associations for nationsl offices, the American Star Farmer award
and the Regional Star Farmer award, that only top zpplications in

Virginia be sent to the natlonal office.

That the achievements of Virginia applicents for the Americasn Farmer
Degree be reised by encoursging boys to apply for thies degree during
the last two years of their eligibility, rather then during the

first year they meet the regquirements,

That a study be made %0 determine whether or not departments of voca-
tional agriculture throughout the State that have & high number of

Btate Parmers also have & proportionel number of American Farmers,

Thet this study be brought up to date within the next ten years,
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VITA

I, Gilmer Lester Greer, was born August 7, 1924 &t Trout Dele in
Grsyson County, Virginias. I was the third child and second boy in a
family of three boyg and three girls resred by Lester Dennis and Ollie
Greer, Our family was supported by my father who wee first s farmer,
theh a8 barber and merchant and a rural mail carrier.

#y elementary and high school education was obtsined at the Trout
Dale High Echool where I graduated as valedictorisn in June of 194z,
After taking the State exeémination, for the high school was not an
accredited one, I spent over & year exempt from military service on
my father's ferm where I waz the operator with certain mansgerisl
responsibilities.

On Jenuary 26, 1944 I wes sworn into the service of my country
and in August of that year 1 was sent to Itsly where I served most of
my military career in the infantry with the Leadership and Beattle
Training School., I wae discharged June 1, 1946 from the armed forces
&t Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,

After spending the summer on & reanch in Wyoming, I returned home
and attended the Virginis-Carolina High Echool at Gragsy Creek, Rorth
Carolina where I was sgain gradueted in June 1947.

In September 1947, I entered the Virginis Polytechnic Institute
and compnleted the requirements for the B. S. degree in Agricultural
Fducation in December, 1950,

I was marvied to Jecsie Leigh Reedy of Grassy Creek, North

Carolina on June 17, 1949.
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Immediately after completing the requirements for the B, S. degree,
I started sy graduate program in January 1951, and pursued this course

until June 1352,

Signeds

Yidoirr L Yrer

Gilmer L, Greer
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APPENDIX Box A~553
Va. Tech Station
Blacksburg, Virginia

T0: Certain Teachers of Vocational Agriculture
Dear Men:

I am making a follow-up study of the vocational agri-
cultural boys in Virginia who have received the American
Farmer Desree since 1928, Many of the boys have moved from
place to place since they received the degree and it may be
difficult to locate them,

In order to maks this study a success, I will need help
to locate these boys, Your assistance will be of real value
to me in conducting this phase of the study.

The following boys living in your area received the
Acerican Farmer Degree:

Year the
degree was Name of Address of boy when he
received the boy received the degree

Enclosed 1s a self-addressed postal card on which T would
appreciate the present or last known address of the bovs listed
above who have received the Amcrican Farmer Desree,

If you desire a summary of the results of this study, please
indicate at the bottom of the postal card.

A response at your ecarliest opportunity will be greatly
appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

G. L. Greer
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VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE

Department of Agricultural Education
Blacksburg, Virginia

Dear American Farmer:

Twenty-three years ago the first young man from Virginia received the
American Farmer Degree at Kansas City. Since the first national convention
in Kansas City there have been 125 State Farmers from Virginia to receive
this distinguished award. That is a record of which the Virginis Associa-
tion of the Future Farmers of America may well be proud, and it is an honor
to be one of these 125 recipients.

Although the number of Virginia American Farmers is relatively high,
there has never been a study made to determine what each of them have accom-
plished since receiving the degree. Such a study is being made, but the
cooperation of every Virginia American Farmer is needed to make this study
a success. Because of the large number and the widely scattered locations;
it will be impossible to visit each American Farmer and talk with them as
should be dones Instead of doing this, a questionnaire has been enclosed
which covers the information needed for the study. All the information in
this questionnaire will be held in strict confidence, so please do not
hesitate to answer the questions accurately and completely. Also, if there

is not enough space provided, write on the back of the questionnaire, and
include any pertinent information which you may consider to be of walue to
this study.

Your immediate response is requested and your cooperation will be of
great value to the study and to the Virginia Association of Future Farmers.

A stamped, self-addressed envelope is enclosed for your convenience

in returning the questionnaire.

A copy of the results will be made available to all who desire it

JNL
[ SApS s

Jo W Horne, Head/
Agricultural Edueation
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QUEST IONNA TR
Part 1
General Information

Name Address

Present age in years ___« Married? Yes No

When

If married, how many childred do you have?

How many agricultural instructors did you have while taking agriculture in high

school?

Name of college attended, if any,.

Address

Years completed Major course

Do you live in your home community at the present time?

If farming, did your father operate the home farm as an o

Yes Mo

wner _____, tenant _____,

manager , or partner . {check one)
Have you served in the armed Forces? Yes No .
If yes, give length of service _ and branch of service N
Highest rank attained _. Did you serve overseas? Yes No

List below the positions of leadership held in the local,
association of FFA after you received the American Farmer

Year FFA offices held, such as: Scope, such
president, secretary, etc, regional or

state regional or national
Degree,

as: local state,
national

PR

S

JU S
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Part II

List below the community organizations or clubs in which you have or do-hold

membership since receiving the American Farmer Degree,
If you held an office in these organizations, please

Club, Cooperatives, etc.
specify.

Examples: Grange, Lions

Year Organization

Office held, if any

|
{
!
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Part IV

A, Present Status

What is your present occupation?

If not farming, do you plan to farm in the future? Yes No ’

If not farming please give reasons.

How did you become established in farming? (Please check)

Inherited Used money from enterprises to buy farm.
By renting Borrowed money

Bought out relatives Share-cropped and used money to buy farm

an

Bought home farm Expanded supervised farming program until ab
to purchase farm

|

Other

If farming, did the American Farmer Degree have a decided influence in your select:
of farming as your occupation? Yes No

Has your agricultural treining in high school been of high value _ , medium
value , or low value to you in your present work?

If farming, did your supervised frrming program help you become established in farm
ing? Yes No ¢+ If so how?

From whom did you receive the incentive to work for the American Farmer Degree?

Agricultural instructor parents former students businessman,

or others (specify)

What was your average yearly income during the past five years? 1947-51 inclusive.
“lease check.
Gross Income
From farming : From other sources

$1,000 or under
1,100 ~$2;000
2,100 - 3,000
3,100 « 4;000
4,100 -~ 5,000

5,100 - 6,000
6;100 - 7,000
7,100 - 8,000

€,100 - 9,000
9;100 -10,000
10,000 or over

[T
HTHTH



- lll -
Part IV

B. Farming Status

| Acres | Owned in | Value
Land Utilization owned Partnership Rented of your share
Pasture i i f
: J L
Timberland | | !
! f T
Meadow ! | !
— " SRR LY S
Waste | j -3
— : : - e
Crops (specify) i ! i
: 1 :
| i |
% ,L_Lv : 116'_...
' t :
| ;
- e |
% | !
} ; :
) ! : .
| ( i
Other land g ; ;
Totals" - X
Livestock
. , Value of
Kind Total number | Owned ' Owned in partnership ! Your Share
Beef cattle ; E :
Dairy cattle g i
, 5 +
Hogs i i |
Horses : i i
i ,
Sheep § ;
Poultry ! :
. 4} ~
Other {
F
Equipment Total Value

Number of pieces

;
i

% Owned in Durtnershlp ! Total value
i
i
!
!
|

of your share-



VIRGIIVIA POLYT.CHLIC

SUITUTE

Department of Agriculturnl ducation

Blacksburs, Vir::nie
March 5, 1952

You will be interested to know that more

American Farmers in Virginiae have sont in the

than half of the

infornation about

themselves that was recently requested, Our progress to aate is

shown on the enclosed list of nanes., In a few weeks the replies

will be summarized. If you have not already

returned yours it

certainly would be appreclated if you could spare about 25 or

30 minutes to fill it out and sond it in., An extra blank form

is enclosed, as you may have misnlaced the old one,

We believe you will be pleased to zet a copy of this study

when it is complsted. It will be hel:iul as well ac interesting

to all of us to know what becomes of Arcricen Farmers and how

they are getting on. We would cislilie to summerize the records

~

without including you. That is why we are making this special

]

appeal to you now, DPlease remember vt the information you give

will be considered confidential and no individual's record will

be publicized,

Sincersly yours,

A

.
g

£

s %(f ) f/\/d . Ry

i

iy

7. J. Horne, Head

ricultural Zducation

e

F4



Name

3

1928 Joseph Beard

1929 Edward Burford
(T. F. Kidd, JI'.)
R. B. Storey, dJr.

1930 William Buchanan
Dorsey Carriers
Joe Henry Gardner

1931 Ray Aldermanst
Clarence Daughtrey
Jeter Lampkins

1832 George Wright+
John Beards
Bayard A. Rucker

1933 William A. Brooks#
Ashby S. Brumback
J«. Sam Buchanan
{ Thornton Oliver)
Hilton Rector
1934 Joel Hs Chapman
Andrew Jackson¥
Graham James, Jrs
Clarence Lowe
1935 J. F. Blankenbaker
William R. Shaffer
1936 Garvin Huff
Marvin Huffs
Wayne larrowe
Hayes Sadler#
Vernon Trivilian
Berlin Viebb

1937 gRobert Bristowd
Amos Healy
Warren Good, Jr,
Re Wo NIOffett*
John A, Yowell#

1938
Herbert Manuels
(Sidney Wortman)
Roy James
W. Fllnor Horton
Hunter Greenlaw

Charles T+ Haynies

9t
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VIRGINIA AMERICAN FARMERS

Year Name

et

1939 W. H. George*’r
Ralph O. Hamilton
(Fred Jackson)
Angus Myers#
Ronald Wm. Paulette
Lyle H. Pond
Harvey Smiths
Samuel Spanglers

1940
Thomas R. Dodsons
Ralph A. Reynoldsst
James Re Russell
Robert J. Slade, Jr.

Archer L., Yeatts, Jr.*

1941 Thomas Porter Scott
Roy Bes Smith

1942 Charles Bristow

James V. Garland IIIs

Norman G, Lankford:
Joseph A. Nelson
(Tom W. Pemberton)
Wm. David Walkers
1943 R. E. Drake, Jr.
Harley C. Easter
Lester Marshs
Edward P. Moncols

Roy S. Robertson, Jr.#

0. Beverly Roller
Robert Smith#
1944 Joseph E. Chudobas
William He Courtney
Garland B. Garrette

William He Parcell, Jr.i

Epes Orton Rainey
Ce No Wines

1945 William Agnew
Benjamin J. Bryant#
Francis M. Harris
Dennis McCarty, III
Frank Campbell Ottst
Harper Ke Phillips
Ben David Viheller#

Revlies received as of March 4, 1952. (

(Willie He. Copley, Jr.)

Year Name

1946

1947

1948

1949

1950

)

Joseph A. Barlow, Jre*
David S« Farmer, dJr.
Galen Floras

Edward Goode+

J* L. Hopkins

William R, Perrow:

Je Claude Whitmore, Jr,

John A, Cleaton

John L. DeBusk

James E. Duersonx
Morgan Beard Ott, Jr.*
Carson E, Stroop

Joseph B. Carrs
Garnett Clark

Cs Re Guthries

John He Kennedy, Jr.
Carnice E. Mannonx
Gareth B, Miller
William D, Wampler:

W. Henery Groseclose
Albert F. Heishmans
Dallas H. Johnsons
George He Perry, Jrex
William L. Simmons%
Robert S. Stevens, Jr.x
Riley Jay Stewarts

Hubert Carson

Robert C, Whitesx

Berl Patterson

William F. Rhudy, Jre#
Charles B. Spangler, Jr.
Johnnie Tomlin
Harold W. Rollers
Milton Wickham

Deceased.



Rev. 1951
- 1ld - Form 666

APPLICATION FOR

American Farmer Degree
FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA

Due in the National Office on or before June 30
— Y—

NOTE: These opening pages call attention to important considerations and
offer helpful suggestions regarding the selection of candidates as well as the com-
piling and submitting of applications for the highest membership degree in the
FFA. Careful study of the points set forth herein by applicants and advisers
may prevent misunderstanding and possible disappointment. All applications are
to be forwarded to the National Adviser so as to reach the national FFA office
by June 30th. Final action will be taken at the next national convention.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Applications set up in the manner here shown are to be forwarded directly to the National Adviser
who will review and submit them to the members of the National Board of Trustees with his
recommendations. The National Board of Trustees, will then make further study of these applica-
tions and recommend to the delegates assembled in national convention the candidates whom they
find qualified for election.

States will be notified at least 30 days prior to the next national convention regarding the status of
all candidates who submitted applications.

Those responsible for recommending candidates to receive the Degree have only the evidence sub-
mitted in the application upon which to base their judgment. It is, therefore, important that the
information called for be made as complete, definite, neat and understandable as possible. A check
list is included to help the adviser evaluate the application.

Project record books are not required to accompany the application, but the National Adviser re-
serves the right to request any books from which summaries were taken for inclusion in a candidate’s
application. Keep the pages of the application together, and do not spread pages of the application
through descriptive material or supporting evidence.

State and local advisers are to check and verify records submitted and inspect farming programs
and the home farms of candidates for the Degree prior to the filing of the application, noting general
appearance, condition, and upkeep. Brief statements covering this and other pertinent items by
State advisers are to be inserted at the proper place in the application of each candidate. The State
advilser’s recommendation and proper certification must not be overlooked in filling out the
application.

Submit with your application a glossy print bust photograph of yourself suitable for reproduction
in a newspaper. It will be appreciated if you will include pictures of your supervised farming
program that will be appropriate for use in rural magazines.

PROCEDURE FOR CHOOSING CANDIDATES

(From Article VII, By-Laws of the National Constitution)

SECTION A. A State association may submit, annually, one candidate for the American Farmer
Degree for each 1,000 active members in the association or major fraction thereof computed on
the basis of national dues received in the office of the National Treasurer by midnight of June 30.
Eacél. éS}tgte association in good standing shall be entitled to submit at least one American Farmer
candidate. :

SECTION B. Election to the Degree of American Farmer shall be from the eandidates at large.
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SECTION C. Applications for the Degree approved by the State Adviser must be in the National
FFA office not later than midnight of June 30, prior to the national convention at which the appli-
cation will be considered. No additions or corrections will be accepted after that date, and the
application as received will be considered as the final basis for selection. Applications not in the
national office on June 30, or received from States from which all national dues for the fiscal year
have not been received by the National Treasurer on or before June 30, will be rejected.

SECTION D. Neatly compiled applications conforming to regulation guide forms prepared and
distributed by the National Executive Seeretary must be submitted.

SECTION E. American Farmer candidates must be recommended by the National Board of
Student Officers and receive a majority vote of the delegates present at a national convention of FFA.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS FOR ELECTION
(From Article IV, Section E, National Constitution)

1. Must have held each of the three prerequisite degrees prior to election to the Degree of Amer-
ican Farmer, have been an active member of the FFA continuously for at least 836 months,
and have a record of satisfactory participation in the activities of the local chapter and State
association.

2. Must have satisfactorily completed at least three school years of instruction in vocational agri-
culture, or have completed 2ll of the vocational agriculture offered in the school last attended,
have been out of high school for at least 12 months prior to the convention at which the degree
is granted, and have in operation an outstanding program of supervised farming. Productive
projects must show comprehensive planning, continuation, growth, and increase in scope as
substantiated by complete, accurate, and neat records.

3. During the period covered by his application, the candidate must have earned by his own
efforts from farming and other agricultural work and have deposited in a bank or otherwise
productively invested at least $500, provided that at least two-thirds of this amount is derived
from his supervised farming program. In the cases where the applicant has assisted in the
support of dependents, the amount so expended, in the judgment of the National Board of
Student Officers, may be considered as an investment.

4. Show outstanding ability as evidenced by his leadership and cooperation in student, chapter,
and community activities, and have a satisfactory scholarship record as certified to by the
local school superintendent or principal.

INTERPRETATION OF MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER
DEGREE MADE BY THE NATIONAL FFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

1. Each candidate will be considered on his accomplishments as revealed in his record and must
measure up to each minimum qualification for an American Farmer. Failure to measure up on
any one minimum qualification disqualifies. See check list, Pages 14 and 15.

2. A candidate for the Degree of American Farmer must be an active member of the FFA when
this application is filed with the State association. According to the constitution, an FFA
“member may retain his active membership continuously throughout his entire high school
career and for three years after the first national convention following graduation from, or
leaving high school, or until he may become 21 years of age, whichever length of time is greater.
No individual, however, may retain his active membership beyond his 25th birthday.”

_B_



“An active member shall be considered in good standing when:

(1) He attends local chapter meetings with reasonable regularity while enrolled in the
school where the local chapter is established.

(2) He shows an interest in, and takes part in, the affairs of the chapter.

(3) He pays his dues regularly and conducts himself in a manner becoming a member of
the organization.”

The time limit of awarding the American Farmer Degree shall be three years after the first
national convention following graduating from or leaving high school or until he becomes 21
years of age, whichever length of time is greater. (An exception is made for veterans. See
Article III of Constitution.)

A candidate for the Degree of American Farmer must be nominated by a State association.

The candidate must have a record of satisfactory participation in the activities of the local
chapter and State association. This must include:

(a) A minimum of 6 different types of local FFA chapter activities. See Pages 12 and 13.

(b) Attendance of at least 2 different FFA activities above the local chapter level. See
Pages 12 and 13.

The candidate’s application must include:
(a) A minimum of 5 different improvement projects, as defined on Page 10.
(b) A minimum of ten different supplementary practices, as defined on Page 11.

(c¢) A supervised farming program that shows improvement in quality and shows expan-
sion, and indicates that the candidate is becoming established in a type of farming as
evidenced by one or more productive projects showing at least 2 years’ continuation.

(d) A detailed written statement in the application or attached to it for a candidate not
living on the farm continuously throughout the year, including candidates in college,
showing that he has personal responsibility for the operation and management of his
outstanding program of supervised farming and his plans and intentions for becoming
established in farming. See Page 9.

The total amount of errors in the applicant’s supervised farming program must be:
(a) Less than 5 percent of the total labor income, See Pages 2 and 3.

(b) Less than 5 percent of the total value in the financial statement on Page 8, when com-
pared with the information found on Pages 4 and 5 of the application form.

Money that is productively invested must have been used in connection with one or more of the
following: livestock, crops, farming equipment, farm supplies, savings, and relief of immediate
family members, but not for items of personal use, such as autos, radios, travel, school expenses
and musical instruments.



9. The candidate must have: - 37 -
(a) Held a constitutional office or served as chairman of a major committee. See Page 12,

(b) Participated in some chapter activity, such as public speaking, parliamentary pro-
cedure, livestock contests, or food preservation. Refer to Pages 12 and 13.

(¢) Taken part in an activity beyond the local chapter, such as holding an office or serv-
ing as an FFA delegate. See Pages 12 and 13.

10. The cooperative activities must include at least three group functions, such as cooperative buy-
ing and selling of agricultural produects, conducting educational tours and recreational activi-
ties, of which at least one must show group financing in cash or kind. Refer to Page 13.

THE STAR AMERICAN FARMER AWARDS

From those elected to the American Farmer Degree at the coming national convention, the Star
Farmer of America and Star Regional Farmers will be selected.
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TO THE APPLICANT—Read carefully through this application form before filling out any part of it.
1951-52
Form 665*

APPLICATION FOR

American Farmer Degree
'FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA

This application must be in the Office of Education, Washington, D. C., on or before June 30.

Chapter State

Year School

Name (as it should appear on certificate)

Date of Birth Age

Post Office Address

Date entered high school Did you graduate?

If yes, give date________ If no, give date left school

Years of vocational agriculture offered in school last attended ...

Years of vocational agriculture you completed: All day ... Day-unit
Date elected to the Green Hand Degree: Month Year.
Date elected to the Chapter Farmer Degree: Month Year
Date elected to the State Farmer Degree: Month Year..

Have you had continuous active FFA membership for 36 months?

Are you now an active member of the FFA?.
Name of college attending (if any)

What is your present occupation?

Are you married?
Name of parents: Father Mother

Age of father if living:
Age of mother if living:

Ages of brothers living at home:

Ages of brothers living away from home:
Ages of sisters living at home:

Ages of sisters living away from home:

Other members of family living at home (specify) :

*Prepared by the Future Farmers of America in cooperation with the Office of Education, Federal Security Agency.

—1—
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I. CANDIDATE’S IN-SCHOOL AND OUT-OF-SCHOOL SUPERVISED FARMING PROGRAM
DURING THE PERIOD COVERED BY THIS APPLICATION*

A. Summary of the In-School Supervised Farming Program of the Candidate

- Labor 3/ Amgunﬁ 4/
. Total 1/ Total 2/ Income on actually
Productive . . ; received by
School Year Enterprises Scope Credits Debits Project candidate
(A) (B) (C) (D)
19 tol9. .
Total
-
19 . tol19 ...
Total
19 to19
Total
19 . tol9.____. )
Total
Total In-School
(A)—(B)=(C) _

1/ Include closing inventory value and all cash receipts.

2/ Include beginning inventory value and all costs except “Value of Self Labor”.

3/ Total the labor income for each year and enter in this column by years and make an in-school total for all years.

4/ The actual amount of labor income received by the eandidate. Other income is recorded on page 6 only. .

*This is to be a true, accurate, and complete summary, compiled from the details found in the supervised farming records of the
candidate. The National Adviser reserves the right to request any books from which these summaries were taken.

N T
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B. Summary of the Out-of-School Supervised Farming Program of the Candidate
The candidate must show his farming program now in operation by farm enterprises, indicating scope. List the

- 120 -

productive projects and their scope for the current farming program but do not show estimates of credits, debits, and

labor income.

Labor 8/ Amounlt 4/
. Total 1/ Total 2/ Income on actually
Productive . . : received by
School Year Enterprises Scope Credits Debits Project candidate
. (A) (B) (C) (D)
—tol19.
Total
19 tol9. .
Total
19 tol1l9
Total
Total Out-of-School, B
(Transferred from Columns C and D, page 2) Total In-School, A
Grand Total (In-School and Out-of-School)
(A)—(B)=(C)

1/ Include closing inventory value and all cash receipts.
2/ Include beginning inventory value and all costs except “Value of Self Labor”.

4/ The actual amount of labor income received by the candidate. Other income is recorded on page 6 only.
*This is to be a true, accurate, and complete summary, compiled from the details found in the supervised farming records of the

candidate. The National Adviser reserves the right to request any books from which these summaries were taken.

—3—

3/ Total the labor income for each year and enter in this column by years and make an out-of-school total for all years.



CANDIDATE’S FARMING STATUS

- 12l -

(Candidate fill in completely from date of enrolling in Vocational Agriculture class to the present)

Experience by years

At
Home
With

Year

Farm Laborer
With Specific
Wages

Defi-
nite
or
Indefi-
nite
Allow-
ance

At
Home

Away
From
Home

At
Home
With

In-
come
From
One or
More
Enter-
prises

Owner
and
Oper-
ator
of
Farm

Manager
of Farm
for
Another
Person

10

Other
Status

11

Type of
Farm

12

Acre
Size

13

Other Occupation
Specify

14

Partnerin |Renter
a Farm and
Business Oper-
ator

At | Away of
Home | From | Farm

Home
6 7 8

Total acres in the Entire Farming Program

Total current farm business for the farm or farms included in this report and candidate’s participation in
that business. (This means the total farming operations of the candidate and the entire farm family that are
operated as one unit with the same equipment, power, labor and capital.)

Whole Farn: Extent of participation by candidate
Utilllinzx;clion Total Acres Laréd qur(itetd by Lar(x}d (zl\g\;lned by Partnership Land Owned
Owned | Rented X’clrésf*e Acres T a$alue Acres Peg:ﬁ;\::ge Vgl}:l:rgf

Pasture
Timberland
Meadow.
Waste .| .l |l
Crops
Other land

Total

*Including any land owned and/or rented by the candidate.

**Include land share cropped by candidate.

—
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A. The candidate’s share of harvested crops on hand

Owned by candidate Owned in partnership
Kind of Crop Amount Value Amount Pexéc}:a:::ge ) Vsail.;g £
Total XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX
B. The candidate’s investment in the growing crops
(Not estimated value of crop)
Owned by candidate Ovwned in partnership
Ki
ind of Crop Amount Value Amount Pexéc}s:::ge Vg'llgergf
$ $
Total XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX
C. The candidate’s share of the livestock on the farm
Kind Owned by candidate Owned in partnership
in
Number Value Number PerSc}tle :ﬁ:‘ge Vgll]‘:i, : f
Beef cattle
Dairy cattle
Hogs
Horses
Sheep
Poultry
Other
Total XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX
D. Buildings and Equipment and candidate’s share
Kind Total Numb Owned by candidate Owned in partnership
in otal Number
Number Value Number P eg’f;};f:ge Vé‘#;i :f
Total XXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX




II. CANDIDATE’S EARNINGS AND INCOME FROR’I SOURCES OTHER THAN HIS SUPERVISED
FARMING PROGRAM DURING THE PERIOD COVERED BY THIS APPLICATION

A. 1In School

1. Give detailed statement of earnings from farming activities not included in the supervised farming
program reported under I, A, Page 2.

School Year Activity and From Whom Received Amount Received

Total

2. Give detailed statement of earnings from non-farming activities.

School Year Activity and From Whom Received Amount Received

Total

3. Summary statement of income other than earnings (gifts, prizes, and inheritances such as land and

equipment).
School Year | Source or Nature Amount Received
19 _tol9 .

Total

—6—
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B. Out of School

1. Give detailed statement of earnings from farming activities not included in the supervised farming
program reported under I, B, Page 3.

School Year

Activity and From Whom Received

Amount Received

19 . __tol9. . .

Total
2. Give detailed statement of earnings from non-farming activities.
School Year Activity and From Whom Received Amount Received
19 . tol19.

Total

3. Summary statement of income other than earnings (gifts, prizes, and inheritances such as land and

equipment).
School Year Source or Nature Amount Received
19 . __tol9. . __.

Total

—7—
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III. CANDIDATE’S PRESENT FINANCIAL STATEMENT

A, Candidate’s Assets

Nature of Assets

Amount or Value

Cash-money in possession of candidate

Checking account at bank

Savings account at bank
FFA thrift account
Bonds, notes receivable, ete. (specify) (cash value)

Cash surrender (not face value) value of life insurance if premiums are paid by candidate

Value of land owned by candidate (page 4)

Value of land owned in partnership (candidate’s share only) (page 4)

Value of harvested crops on hand owned by candidate (page 5A)

Value of harvested crops on hand owned in partnership (candidate’s share only) (page 5A)

Investment in growing crops owned by candidate (page 5B)
Investment in growing crops owned in partnership (candidate’s share only) (page 5B)___

Value of livestock and poultry owned by candidate (page 5C)
Value of livestock and poultry owned in partnership (candidate’s share only) (page 5C)

Value of equipment and buildings owned by candidate (page 5D)
Value of equipment and buildings owned in partnership (candidate’s share only) (page 5D)

Other assets (specify)

Total A
B. Candidate’s Liabilities
Nature of Liabilities Amount or Value
Unpaid bills
Notes to be paid
Mortgages to be paid off
Liens
Other liabilities (specify)
Total B
Net Worth A—B Total

C. Gifts and Donations made by the candidate

Nature of Gifts

~

Amount or Value

Aid to dependents, actual, cash or kind

Other (specify)

Total C




D. A complete statement of how land, work stock, livestock, and equipment owned by the
candidate were obtained and financed.

E. A complete statement by candidate justifying any unusual profits made or appraisal values
given.

F. A complete statement of the candidate’s rental or partnership agreements. Give details as to
cash rent, crop rent, use of tools, work stock, etc.

G. A candidate not living on the farm continuously throughout the year, such as a college stu-
dent, must show by a detailed written statement that he has personal responsibility for
operating and managing the supervised farming program, and his plans and intentions for
becoming established in farming.

H. If the net worth exceeds the totals on pages 2 and 3, Column D, and pages 6 and 7, give a
detailed explanation of the excess.

—0
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IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

(An undertaking involving a series of jobs to improve the appearance and real estate value of the farm, the
efficiency of the farm business as a whole and which contributes to the comfort or convenience of the farm
family.) Do not include activities that are performed in connection with enterprises listed on pages 2 and 3.
Indicate scope of each project listed.

In-School Program

First year— Scope Scope
Second year—
Third year—
Fourth year—
Out-of-School Program
First year— Scope Scope

Second year—

Third year—

—10—
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SUPPLEMENTARY PRACTICES

(A small farm job for additional experience, skill, and efficiency lying outside of the jobs included in the stu-
dents’ production enterprises or improvement projects.) Indicate scope of each project listed.

In-School Program

First year— Scope Scope

Second year—

Third year—
Fourth year—
Out-of-School Program
First year— Scope Scope

Second year—

Third year—

11—
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A. Offices held in the FFA

IV. CANDIDATE’S LEADERSHIP AND COOPERATIVE ACTIVITIES

FFA Offices held, such as president,

: Length of
: Indicate level, such as local chapter .
School Year and secretary. (Specify) P ! soae ot Service
List All Offices district, federation, State association. In Months
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Reporter
Sentinel
B. Additional Leadership in the FFA
e e e . . Status or ranking, such
Participation in leadership events such ’
School Year as public speaking, camp, convention, | Indicate level, such as local, district, | 28 toastmaster, man-

fair, banquet, committee chairman, federation, State and national.
and band. (Specify)

ager, delegate, and
committee chairman
(specify)

12—
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C. Cooperative Activities in the FFA

Nature of the group activity, such as buying or

selling cooperatively, operating livestock improve- Scope, such as number, Responsibility or

School Year ment assoclation as subsidiary of the FFA educa- value, head, pounds pur- participation. Give
tional tours, recreational activities, and the like. chased or sold. (Specify) length of service
(Specify)

D. Miscellaneous Leadership and Cooperative Activities outside of the FFA

Participation, such as president of Freshman class, secretary Sunday School, Length of ..
School Year member of high school honor society, captain of football team, membership and | or??hg o Serv.]];.el.il?
participation in farm and civic organizations, showing of livestock and exhibiting ai’drafiﬁ(r)ﬁzfgsl 1ties

agricultural products. (Specify activity and organization)

—18—
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FAILURE TO MEET ANY ONE OF THE QUALIFICATIONS INDICATED IN THIS CHECK LIST
WILL DISQUALIFY THE APPLICANT.

CHECK LIST
Local State National
. . . . Adviser Adviser Office
1. Will the candidate have been out of high school for at least 12

months prior to the next national convention ? Refer to page 1__

2. Has the candidate satisfactorily completed at least three years of
vocational agriculture or (if less than three-year program) all
the vocational agriculture offered in the school last attended?
Refer to page 1 ..

3. Will the candidate have held each of the three pre-requisite de-
grees by the next national convention? Refer to page 1 S

4. Has the candidate been a continuous active member of the FFA
for at least 36 months? Refer to page 1

5. Was the candidate an active member of the FFA when the appli-
cation was filed with the State association? Refer to page 1
and page B, 2

6. Is the candidate becoming established in a type of farming as
evidenced by one or more productive projects showing at least
two years continuation ? Refer to pages 2 and 3

7. Does the candidate’s supervised farming program show expansion
and improvement in quality ? Refer to pages 2 and 3

8. Does the candidate have in operation an outstanding program of
supervised farming ? Refer to page 3

9. Are the total errors in the candidate’s supervised farming pro-
gram less than five per cent of the total labor income? Refer to
pages 2 and 3

10. Has the candidate earned by his own efforts, during the period
covered by this application, from farming and other agricul-
tural work, and deposited or otherwise productively invested at
least $500? Refer to pages 2, 38, 6, and 8

11. Was two-thirds or more of the $500 earned derived from his
supervised farming program? Refer to pages 2 and 3

12. Are the total errors in the financial statement on page 8 less than
five per cent of the value of net worth?

18. If net worth on page 8 exceeds labor income (pages 2 and 3) plus
earmngs and income from sources other than supervised farm-
1ng program (pages 6 and 7) has a detailed explanatlon been
given of the excess value in “H.” on page 97

14. Are the errors in the transfers from pages 4 and 5 to page 8 less
than five per cent of the total value found on pages 4 and 57__.

15. Was at least two-thirds of the $500 productively invested in such
things as livestock, crops, farming equipment, farm supplies,
savings, and relief of immediate family members? Refer to
page 8 _

16. If the candidate is not living on the farm continuously throughout
the year has he provided a detailed written statement showing
that he has personal responsibility for the operation and man-
agement of his farming program, including his plans and in-
tentions for farming? Refer to page 9

17. Has the candidate completed a minimum of five different improve-
ment projects? Refer to page 10 ,

18. Has the candidate completed a minimum of ten different supple-
mentary practices? Refer to page 11

— 14—
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Local State National
Adviser Adviser Office

19. Has the candidate held a constitutional office or served as chair-
man of a major committee of the FFA? Refer to page 12._.___

20. Has the candidate participated in some activity such as public
speaking, parliamentary procedure, livestock contests and food
preservation? Refer to page 12

21. Has the candidate a minimum of six different types of local
chapter activities ? Refer to pages 12 and 13

22. Has the candidate attended at least two FFA activities above
the local chapter level? Refer to pages 12 and 13

23. Has the candidate participated in an activity beyond the local
chapter level, such as holding an office or serving as a delegate?
Refer to pages 12 and 13

24. Has the candidate participated in at least three cooperative group
activities, such as buying and selling of agricultural produets?
Refer to page 13

25. Did one of the cooperative group activities show financing in cash
or in kind ? Refer to page 13

26. Does the candidate have a satisfactory scholastic record as indi-
cated by the signature of school principal or superintendent?
Refer to page 16

27. Did the candidate and his parent or guardian sign the application?
Refer to page 16

28. Is candidate recommended by the State Adviser and certified by
the designated officials? Refer to pages 15 and 16

Local Adviser

By
National Office

STATE ADVISER’'S STATEMENT CONCERNING CANDIDATE AND CHECK LIST

Information on the work and accomplishments of the applicant including, among other things, information
regarding general appearance, upkeep, and equipment of the candidate’s home farm.

State Adviser
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V. CANDIDATE’S SCHOLASTIC RECORD

I hereby certify that : has shown

outstanding ability as a student, and has a satisfactory scholarship record.

Signed:
, Superintendent or Principal (indicate which)

School

STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE AND PARENT

We have prepared this application and certify that the records are true, complete, and accurate.

Candidate

Parent or Guardian

CERTIFICATION

We have checked and verified the application of and

find that the statements contained herein are such that we are able to recommend him for the Degree of
American Farmer in the FFA.

_____ , President.. Chapter FFA

, Local Adviser Chapter FFA

, Chairman, or member, of State Executive Commit-
tee, FFA






