EXTENS 10N ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The Catawba Vuilley, one of the two completely rural comsunities
in the ccunty, has been plagued with stickweed im pastures
for sometime.

Because farmers neglected to ceatrol this weed it had become
very serious from the standpoint of encroaching upon, and
shading out good permsnent pasture sods. The Gsusty A.8.C.
Committee, cooperatimg with Extension Service and S0il Conservatiom
Service, ware able to get & special practice threugh the 1959
pregram giving farmers seme assistance in spraying to eradicate
cthis weed.

Two stickweed 1 4 ions were & d by Allan

Kates, our Extension Weed Specialist from V. P. 1., on John Grubbs
farm in the Back Creek comsunity sna J. W. Hylton's farm in

Catawba Valley. 4 total of forty~three people sttended the two

demonstrations.

After about & mouth had paseed and che Catawbs farmers began to
abserve the excellaat results of the demonstration and theve
was conglderable talk end sumerous écres of pasture sprayed in the
velley.

T. D. Stecle, & purebred Angus breeder end comsunity ieader, told

the agent this wes the best project ever conducted in the Valley.
In other words, we obtained action and results from individuals
who normally have been slow to adopt new practices and Ldeas.
Parmears have indicated they will do even more extensive sprarying
this coming year.

We have again requested that the State A.5.C. Committee continue

the special stickweed control practice this coming year.
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(o) 4k Chxigtmss Perty

One hundred and fifty club mambers, leaders and parents

enjoyed & Christmas Party on December 30, 1958. Houor
Club candidates were tapped at this party.

Henos Club Pexty
A party for the Honor Club was sponsored by the Greenridge
4+H Club. This enables the Homor Club members to become

better acquainted so that they can work together more
effectively.

Boapoke and jelem ChrigGmes Peyede

Two 4= Club flosts were entered in these parades ---
one by the County 4-H Council and ome by the Greearidge
4=H Club. The Greenridge float won second place in the

salem parade. These floats helped make the public move
aware of 4~k work in the couaty.




was given by power company representatives. Nine 4=l
club members gave demonstrations on various aspects of
electricity and equipment. A tour of the Times World
Corporation and the kitchen at Hotel Roancke added much

| The echool was concluded by & workshop in which
the club members mede lamps. In addition, three electric

workshops of two meetings each were conducted for individual
clubs at aight.

() 4&-§ Conssyvetion Cew
Two boys, one girl, and two leaders attended State 4~H
Conservation and veceived valuable ining in
camping, and leadersuip.

State Klechric Congress

Roancke County was selected as one of four counties

in the state to veesive & blue ribbem in recognition
for the County 4N Electric progrem. Two county winners
pius Kenneth Smedgrase, district winmer, attended this

(m) 4-§ Achicvement Dey
Results have been mentioned previcusly in this repert.

(n) jeaxs Pig Cheln
This project, sponsored by Sears Resbuck, has been coutinued
for several years with five (5) gilts being placed each
year and has helped improve the breeding of livestock in
various commumnities. In addition, it cveated & lot of
interest, competitive spirit, and has taught a good

lesson in care and menagoment of & swine enterprise.




(f) Rosngke Aree Fet Stock fhey apd fele
Seven baby beeves and two holifers were emterved by club
members. Bven though none of the club members were first
pl wi ®, they 1 d & good 1 in 11 ko
production, management, and showmsnship.

(s) DRiscrice Coutests
In addition to the judging teams entering district comtesty,
three boys entered demonstrations and all received blue
ribbous.

(h) Bugel Life Supdey
A mmber of clube helped conduct special services in theirx
local churches on Rurel Life Sunday. A county-wide service
wes held at Sherwood mpitheater in the aftermeon. Riley J.
Stewart, a former 4-H member, who 13 now & minister, spoke at the
service,

Atats 4-jl Shokt Couise
Seventeen Club members attendod State 4~ Short Course. As

previcusly mentioned, two club members were initiated into
the Virginie All Star Chapter. Club memb id nding

Short (ourse & wonderful wperience end it seems to luspire

them «ad cresate a lot of catiusliasm.

(1) Seenty Kigctzic Scheel end Tous
Porty club members and leadere sttended the Klectric School

ot Appalachian Power Compeny Auditorium om Jume 15, 16,
snd 17¢th. Instruction ia the various phases of electricity




to 4-H Clwb work during the week and secured sdvertisers,

locally, to pay the cost. This proved to be & very effective
way to commenorate the observance and plans are to contimue it.
In addition, several articles were published in daily papers.

Rublic Speaking Cpucest

Theress Verna of the Wildwood 4=l Club and Ted Carvell of the
Catawba Senior Club were chosen winuers in the senior division
of the County Public Speaking Contest held April 12, 1959.
Pifteen club members entered the centest and it helped them
develop loadership, courage, and poise. In additiom,
several clubs held local contests to select representatives
to participate in the county contest.

Cougty Demonstragion Congest

Porty-four club members participated in different sub-
divisions of the contest which weas held Pebruary 7th. The
contest wes divided inteo a junior and senior division. The
purpose of the junior divigion was to train club members em
how to give a demonstation and ensble them to gain the ex~
perience;the senior division was designed to select the

demongtrations to be entered in the district contests.

Junior igpiler Growets Coniess

This contest, held lest spring, wee climamed by & barbecue
on May 20th. Six club members participated and had a total
of 900 birds. A Roancke County FFA member wis ared winner.
The coutest taught the priaciples of Care snd Msnagemant
of a broiler emterprise.

-2l -




team were present for district contests, thevefore, the
team was not eligible for competition.

Hold monthly meetings in all school 4~i Clubs from October
through May; out-of-school clubs all year. This was done
and demonstrations were given mouthly by agents and leaders
on the county-wide project =~ "Safety.” Special interest
project instruction, coumseling, ete., were provided indi-
vidual club members by local leaders and agents through
home visits and special work groups.

Used public media te publicize

the county 4-H progrem.
newspapers aad TV stations were used to publicise the
and create interest and enthusissm om the part of club

Local
aambers.
1A. Spounsored or participated ia the following special events to
stimulate more interest and participation in the county:
() Suncy Sheve-The-Fun progrem. This wes held
on April 10 and & total of fourteem acts were
prescuted befors an sudicnce of 350. A committee of
club members did an excellent job of plamning, re-
hearsing, lighting, etc. An act in the junier
divigion wes the overall winner of the program.
Mwards were sponsored by the Roanoke Valley Kiwanis
Club and Alex Wismer Tive Compauy.
Heticnel 4-§ Club Yegk Qbgeyvence
During this week the Grocnridge 4-H Club Club displayed
and educational exhibits in the window of WSLS - TV
Stacion. The County 4~il Council and two clubs placed
exhibits in store windows and nine clubs decorated
bulletin boards at their schools. Two TV programs were
wade by club members. The local weekly paper (Salem
Times Register) devoted an entire section of the paper
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and
This was

This worked out very successfully
d on April 1, 1959, and one

and agencies mentioned spomsoring tripe for
attend varieus 4-H sctivities, sponsoring a
prize momey for the County Public

this year.
Camp for all eligible club members.

County at Holiday Lake, July 13 - 18th.
and five leaders frem the county

to contimue their cooperatiom, interest
of &-H activities end events and attempt

local civic clubs, banks, businesses, and

salem Rotary Club, which hed met sponsored 4-H work the
Wayne Layman - Garden == Trip to Matioma.

Tomy Coffmen « Leadership -« Trip to Natural
Resource Conference -- Fontans Village and Records
entered in Sectional and Matiomal Contest.

4= Clud Congrees;

Garland Craun - Swine -« Trip to Natiomsl
4=l Club Congress;

fow yoars,
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The County 4-H Leaders organisation, initiated im March 1936,

is very active and has & potential membership of some 50 adult
and junior 4~H leaders. The group meets quarterly for professional
training and fellowship.

The County 4-H Honor Club, with & membership of 33, recognize
outstanding club members and encourage them to comtimue in 4-i.

aids in developing leadership among the boys and girls.

The County All Star Chepter is becoming more active and has
aseisted by helping plan, conduct and provide judges for various
activities.

Work in the county 4~H progrem is shaved by all Extension Agents.
This has proven valuable in keeping everyone sware of the program
merits, problems, and needs. However, requests for assistance
in other phases of the overall County Extemsion progream, both
from rural end urban people, has left the agents insufficient

time to give club members the assistance they rightly deserve.

The following methods were utilised in carrying out the 4-H program
with the results as indicated:

1. ‘J"u—ao;nr-gnign»‘ini
of a organizational or sp leader for each 4-H
club, plus project leaders for special imterest groupe.

As & vesult, esch club has at lesst one adult leader, and
begun toward training
having them conduct their clubd
meetings and give or train a club member to give the
wonthly demomstration. &4-H adult leaders have greatly
added to the scope and success of the 4-H progrem and plans
are to utilise their assistance more in the future.




A-N CLUB WORK

SITUATION

4~H Club work is comsidered ome of the most important phases
of the overall Extension programe. In an urban ares such as
this, there is & great need for providing opportunities for the
club mesbecs to use their spere time wisely. A wide variety
of activities are carried on each year,in addition te preoject
work, to accomplish this and aid the boys and girls in developing
into useful citisems.

Ia 1959 & youth committee was organized to study the situationm,
formulate objectives and goals and decide on methods to reach
these. With the aid of this committee, the 4-~H program is being
daveloped o that it will better meet the needs of the club
memberae.

During the 1958 -~ 359 club year, 809 boys and girls were enrolled
in 27 erganized clubs. Right of these clubs met en & community
basis and nineteen met in the schools during echool hours.
Each year, the County é-H Council selects a county-wide project
which all club members are emrolled in. In 1958 - 59 this was
Safety and a demonstration om this project was giveam at each
meeting by agents or leaders. Many club msmbers conduct additional
projects under the supervisien of adult leaders and agents.

A strong and active County 4-H Council meets three times & year
and serves as the legislative body for the county 4-H program.

The il president appoi & committee for each sctivity and

the committees plan the activity with the guidance of leaders
and agents.




were made this past year for informatiem om pruaing, spraying,
plaating, landscaping, imsect and disesse control of ornamentals.
A school was conducted in an afterncon covering most of the
above topice with fifty-two persons attemding. The county agent
is working jointly with the Reancke Murserymen's Association

at the present == planaiang four night school programe ou these
subjects for the public for mext February.

We feel, well plammed educational programs in the form of
schools will be woll attended and beneficial to meny non-fam
and urban residenmts.

Weed countrol 1is becoming & mejor problem with meny of our
farmere. Allan Kates our Weed Specialist at V. P. I. has con=

& d twenty diff demounstrations in the couaty this year

of which those that farmers were invited to attend have been

discussed under cther topice. BSaveral of these demonstrations
were experimental -- involvimg Kates, Agents, and individual

farmers using new and promising chomicals. Scme good result

data wes obtained.




This undertaking was not as successful as had been anticipated.
Pred Dreiling from V. P. 1., conducted & apple and peach tree
pruning demonstration in the Cave Spring comsunity with nineteen
farmers present.

Bruce Aroian from V. P, 1., conducted two grepe pruaing demon~
strations iu Vinton and Cave Spring with thirty-one present. Some
individuals attending the school prunned their neighbors grapes and
were told they had ruined their vines after the job was over.
After grape harvest this fall this pruning method is highly
respected.

Our fruit producers are centributing move freely to voluatary
fruit advertising programe reslizing that morve promotional work
must be done.

Little progress has been made Lo date on improved processing

and marketing facilicties.

FARM AND HOME DEVELOPMENT

a. RESULTS
Due to our heavy daily routime program and s complete turnover in
heme agents two years in & row, only ten days of the agents time
was devoted to this program this past year. Additionsl personnel
will have to be available befors much progress cen be made.

ORBAMENTAL HORTICQULIURE
a. RESULTS
This is fast becoming & msjor field for the county agents in

Roancke County and city. Wumereus office and telephone requests




GQALS
To conduct &4 local tour for fruit growers in June.

To continue mouthly meetings of the Rosncke-Botetourt
Fruit Growsrs organisation.

Bducate growers as to need for morve zdvertising of
apples and peaches.

To conduct fruit tree and small fruits pruaing demon-
strations.

To encourage more small growers to attemd meetings.
To improve the handling, grading, and marketing
procsdurus

To stimulate continued interest in establishing &
tesuinal wholesale produce market in the area.

1. An organized tour of Roanoke- t fruit prod
was held at V.P.1. 1ia July.

2. New developments in fruit culture were stressed. This
was done through momthly meetings, newspaper, radio,
TV, bulletins, correspondence and personal visits.

Coopersted with V.P.I. Herticulturval Specialists in
holding timely spray programs, pruning demwanstrations,
and mouse control demenstratioms.

4. Study the need and possibilities of a central apple
processing plant for the ares.

RESULTS

Timely topics were presented at the wonthly meetings of fruit
growers giving them belpful information for preducing and mar-
keting & quality crop of peaches and apples. Several local
stowers signed contracts with the Virginia Fruit Marketers
Cooperative, Inc., hoping this organizatien could bargain

with the p for a better price for processing apples.




6. Publicized garden insect and disease coutrol methods
through newspaper, radio, IV, office calls, bulletins,
and personal visits.
RESULTS
Insect and direase problems contimue to plague our commercial
vegetable and home gard Our gr are doing & much
better job of ling 1 and di by they
know they have to produce quality products to meet competition.
The latest control metheds are obtained through monthly

meeting, news articles, radio, TV, and tours te V.P.I.
Several members end their eives attended the vegetable field
day and tour at V.P.1. last August.

The local Farm Bu and 1 d business and civic

leaders have made surveys and studied ocur local marketing
problems, but as yet have not come up with a selutiom which
they think would be workable in the Rosncke area.

ORCHARD AMD SMALL FRUIT

fituation

Some twenty per cent of farm income in Reanoke County is
derived from fruit sales. An active Roancke-Betetourt Pruit
Growers organisation meets monthly. The major problems com-

tinue to be marketing fruit at a profit, insect and disease

control and storage problems. The Dent Mountain fruit growers

who produce primarily processing verieties are in bad need of
& larger processing plant im the ares. There are three cold
storage plants in Rosncke and several hundred bushels of
apples were brought to the plants this fall frem Nerthern
Virginia and Maryland. New plantings of orchards are not

keeping pace with lost of old orchevds im the county.
12




for programs on timely topics. Insect, weed and disesse coutrol
accounts for the me jor requests concerning vegetable production
which the sgents get from commercial and home gardeners. The

lack of adequate facilities curtails vegetable production in the
valley.

Local chain store warehsusds serve as a distribution center for a large
area. Kroger just completed & wureliouse coverning five acres.
Roancke independent groceries composing of 98 members, is building

a large warehouse at present just cach of Salem.

GOALS
1. To contimue mouthly meetings of vegetable producers group.

To organize & county special interest committee to study problems,
needs, and opportunities in vegetable productiom.

To conduct at least one vegetable tour for local growers during
the month of Auguet.

Continue to work for terminal mezket.
To countinue the war 1 1 and di problems.

METHODS
Monthly meetings of vegetable growers asecciation were held
to keep growers advised couserning new production and
marketing practices.
A tour of the vegetable plots at V.P.1. was held in Auguet.

Assisted and encouraged comtinued support of a terminal wholesale
produce markel in the Rosnoke area.

Used V.P.1. Horticultural Spocialists in progrems, tours, and
d ions as ded

An effort was made to set up & special intervest committee to
study county-wide production, problems, needs and epportunitics.




intevested poullry promoters o discuse thelir problems and
arrive at some solutioms. Three such meetings were held
with an average sttendance of fifteen people. Then the
State Poultry Federetion came into the picture with their
“pep’ program (Fouliry Expansica Progrem).

One meeting was held for feed dealers, professional workers,
bankers and ot.er credit ageucies. Approximetely one mundved
attended this moeting and barbecue. A second meeting was held
at Hotel Patrick Heary with Moon attending ia sddition to
representatives mentioned above. Righty-five attemded this
meeling.

RESULTS

Poultry producers are becoming awure of the need for a more
stable and secure market for their eggs. BEgg prices this year
has ceused some deep thinking.

Plans have been made for a poultry school on December Sth
of aresa producars to discuss outloock merkets, msnagement
factors, and possibly forming an area organisation with sub-
comiiileas to [urther study probleas and suggest weys and
types of educalionsl programs wiich should benefit all intevested
parties counected with poultry in gemeval.

The two larger egg producers in the county have added 10,000
additional layers each this year (o become wore efficient and
meet competiilion. Deasmove Pouliry Farw now has 32,000 layers
and W. B. Coles and Soms have 20,000 birdes. Several ssaller

producers have increased fleck size.

Educationsl proyrame were presented mouthly em subjects such as
broeding and harching fleck, cere of replacemsnt pullets, insect

and disease conirol to the egy pioducers association.

s, Slouacion
The Roenoke Vegetable Growers Associstion countimues Lo mest monthly
e10 -




1.

2.

3.

to retake our local market. HRetsil chain stores have offeved

to take local 2gge, especially to bulld up good local public
relations, but producers so far have not been willing to give

up their individual customers to set up & Pederal State Grading
Station or a conmercisl one to market, handle and mevchandise the
me jority of local egge. Rgg producers have net reached the maximum

efficiency in producing eggs. The Lind Robi and Coupany

Egs Grading Station at Parwville, which was built last year,
is receiving very few eggs from this avea.

CoALS
To improve all poultry msnagement practices im the county.

To encourage ogg preducers to expand their poultry operations,
making them move efficient and practical.

To promets better facilities for egg handling, greding and
merchanddging.

To strengthen the p nty ogg prod organization
which meets monthly.

A general educationsl progrem of news articles, circulars,
and mouthly poultry hints were used.

Taught through daily comtacts the possibilities of improving
ogg marketing.

Use of radio, eclevision and press to emphasize the need for

efficlient production in comserving and increasing grain and
increasing profits.

Poultry specialiste and Division of Markets representatives
were used.

The Extension Agents cooperated with Dr. Ringrose, Poultry

fretdmn In Selaf Ea*vilag Rogachat 12°3" 5008 SSSRIREM 1




interest among farmers. Even two new hog patrlovs built

in 1958 were vecant part of the year.

Valleydale Packers, after purchasing the Lindsey-Robinson
Feed Company, has offered to farmers a hog contract program,
but up to the present time only one farmer in the county has
signed a countract.

There was & decrossed interest in the market hog show and sale
held last cpring jointly with the baby beef show and sale.

A changing over to & meat type hog is taking place among

the producers staying with swine production as & supplemental

enterprise.

SHEEP

RESULTS

Sheep mmbers ape constant in the county, et ercund 1500 ewes.
Parmors were very aggrevated at prices paid by Uanited Wool
Growers Association on the previcus two years wool crop, and
most producers sold their 1959 cut to private compenies. A
move thorough job of docking and castrating ie being doue since
lamb buyers requested that castrated lambs be sold sepsrate
from those that haven't been castrated.

POULTRY

Aiguacion

Some 50 per cent of egge consumd in the Roancke area are
produced hers. Duwe to depressed broiler merkets more interest
is being shown im egg production. !i. producers ave finally
beceming aware of the fact that once other aveas take over

our markets here it will be morve difficuit for local producers
-8 -




people attended the dairy school held last FPebruary from
Roancke and Dotetourt Counties. Twenty-four from Roancke
County. Recowd keeping, weed and insect coutrol talks were
given by VPl Specialists. Our dairymen requested that these
schools be coutinued. We countribute the noted progrese being
made ia the above mentioned fields to informstion presented
at schools, tours, through publicatious, news articles, TV
and personal countacts.

Faruars are continually improving the quality of pasture, hay
and silage produced by better weed and insect countrol as
covered undor the agronomy report. The msjovity of alfalfa
hay in the county is conditioned and mowed at proper stage
for palatability and higher protein feeding valus.
Thirty-five dairymen, businessmen took a four-day educational
tour through West Virginia, Kentucky, and Temnessee, to observe
dairy, beef and horse farms, a8 well as other places of interest.

PORESTRY
RESULTS
Insect and digease problems have been the nature of most forest
requests coming to the agents. Some few farmers have planted
forest seedlings and five have talked to the agent about growing
Christmas troes.

HOGS
RESULTS

Due to the extremely low price of hogs there has been very little




Increase mmber of cows being bred artificially by
15 per cent in the county.

Improve the forage program on dairy farms by tours,
demoustrations and pasture improvement progrem.

To encourage vaccination oun morve herd replacements for
the coutrol of bangs disease.

Cooperate with all dairy groups in educational sctivities
and sales

.

pé alfalfsa acreage where practical and assist in
disesse and insect control by demomstrations.

METHODS
Conducted & dairy school in Feb y end Or .

Encoursged more dairymen to keop good records on herds
through either DHIA or the weigh-e-day-s-mounth program.

Through personal cemtects, and the use of publicity media,
dairymen will be emcsuraged to take advantage of artificial
breeding

Cooperate with dairy cattle sales.

Contimue the ammwal dairy tour in Auguet, arvenging for
stops on trip to be educational as well as recrestional.
RESULTS
More dairymen arve realising the value of records in helping
them become more efficient in ovder to meet the price-cost
squeeze.

Seven DHIA members have been transferrved over to the new EDPM
Blectronic record program giving them & more complete and
legible tecord. Two dairymen are waiting to get on DHIA.
Progress has been made with other Sairymen in getting them to
keep their own individual cow records.

Our artificial techaician veports & 15 - 25 per cent increase
in artificial breeding this year over last year. Porty-three

cbe




Producers from siz counties consigned 694 calves to the
Spring Yearling Salem, 692 to the Fall steer Sale and
990 to the Fall Feeder Calf sale.

The quality of these calves continue to improve as farmers
purchase superior registered gsires and cull their breeding
stock.

FPorage quality has improved since the ma jority of our farmers
use hay conditioners in saving hay and meke high tonage
of silage.

Grasing periods have been lemgthensd on meny beef farms
with efficient pasture management.

DAIRY CATTLE
Situation
There are thirty-five Grade A Dairies in the county and
17 of these are en the DHIA program which imcludes 801

cows of the total 3351 dairy cows.

A small mumber of Grade C producers comtimue selling milk
to Soithern Dairies. Usually about two producers are taken
on the local Grade A market sach year.

Farmers continue to take advantage of artificial bresding
offered by the Virginia Artificial Breeding Center and Curtis
Candy Company.

Dairymen are experiencing a cost price squeese with the
outlook for milk being & continued downward trend in price.

B To enroll at least five dairymen in & record keeping program.

oS




Mumber and quality of calves marketed through the Roancke
Feeder Calf Sales continue to improve.

The Star Hereford and Moancke Valley Angus Associstions contimue
to conduct annual fall and epring purebred ssles where many
prod: purchase imp d breeding stock.

1. To increase the mumber of ceusignors to the local feeder
calf sale each year.

2. Stress improved forage programs through demonstrations, Cours
and pasture contest.

3. To cooperate with area veterinarians and help educate farmers
as to the impestanmss of veccinating herd replacements.

4. To cooperate with state veterinarians whea our county is
deaclared under test for bangs.
¢. IETHODS

1. BRducate the nced of and assist farmers in securing better
sires and females.

2. Cooperate with local purebred sales held in the area.
3. Organise a livestock committes.

b mumummlmmmumpuu
ring 4 fall feeder calf sale in the Rosnoke area.

5. Call upon livestock specialists and agronemists at V.P.I. to
assist committecmen and agemts in conducting the above mentioned
events.

All types of media such as 1V, news articles, bulletins and
epond to educate farmors was used.

Organised and conducted a Spring Yearling Peeder Calf Sale.

RESULTS
There were uine new Ii ck prod from Roancke County

counsigning calves to our Feeder Culf Sales this yesr.




T. D. Steele told the agent the stickweed demoustration obtained
more results than anything Extension had ever attempted in the

Catawba Valley. Farmers are talking about plans fer spraying

additional acres next year.

A chickweed coutrol 4 tion wes & d by Kates on

Prack McDonald's alfalfs fleld with excellent results being

obtsined. Tweniy-seven farmers attended this demonstration on &
chilly, rainy day; however, weather comditions were such during

and after the spraying season that controls were not as important
as had been the case the two previcus years.

Three demonstrations were established using gremular heptachlor in
fertiliser for alfalfa weevil coutrol.

Through demonstrations, personal contacts snd public media,
famers obtsined informatiom on the three metheds of controling
alfalfs weevil and an excellent job of comtroling the weevil was
obtained this ycar. The heptachlor in fertiliser was the principsl
method used.

Progress has been made this yesr with pasture improvement on
seversl farms sven though pastures were not scored in the forage
program contest bocause of a drought during the usual scoring perioed.

BEEF CATTLR

ASimuscion

Beef cattle mumbers have increased in the county due to improved
prices and the cattle cycle picture.

The two weekly suction markets and Valleydale Packers provide
the most efficiont livestock marketing eervice wa have ever had

in the Roancke avea.




drought and can be used for hay, silage or pasture in &
year-round forage program.

To continue present pasture demonstrations.

To encourage move farmers to take soil samples and use
recommended applications of lize sad fertilisers.

5. Demomstrate the countrol of chickweed and insects on slfalfa.
6. Encourage more farmers to use recommended seed varieties.

7. To scquaint farmers on current probleme through TV, redio
programs, newspaper, bulletins and personal comtacts.

METHODS

The agronomy coamittes eponsored the l2-menth forage program and
revised sur score card te include the totsl feed supply rether
then just & pasture program.

The three FFA teachers and two Extension agents visited sixty-five
participants, discuseed with them their fovage program and suggested
slternatives for improvement as we scoved their program.

A machinery demonstration and display was givem by local machinery
dealers and bankers contributed prises and swerds. A chickweed con-
trel demsustration was conducted in the Hollins vicimity with maay
sutstanding farmers and interested businessmen attending. Over two
bundred acres of alfalfa was sprayed for chickweed comtrol after
the demonstration. Tons of fertilizer sold in Rosncke County during
the past year totaled over seven thousand.

RESULTS

Twe stickweed control demomstrations were comducted by Allan Kates
in the Catawba and Back Creek commmities with Shirty-five farmers

attending. Mumerous acres of pesture was sprayed by farmers on their
own and through a special stickweed control program sbtained through
the A.8.C. program.




Afrogemy

Bisuaticn

Reamscks County farmers are growiang less crope and changing to

a grassland farming pregram. Mamy of our progressive dairy and
beef farmers save their excess spring pasturs and first or move
cuttings of alfalfa as silage. This has ceme about due to two
primary reasons. First, there is always & surplus of grease in the
epring and periodic summer droughts have created a need for some
oummer feeding and drought resistant crope for supplemental grazing.
Secend, expensive machimery and operatiomal cost has forced farmers
te purch the 'y machinery to do the total job most eco~
nemical. PFor some farms this has meant a forage harvescer for

smaller farmers hiring custom work done. The county agronemy
cemmittee after studying the situation ceme up with the following

program to concentrate om during this year. That the twelve-month
forage program be continued with special emphasis on leagthening
srasing periods by seeding supplemantal and winter pesture. That
demounstrations on insect snd weed consrol is needed to improve the
quality of forage crops and pasture.

Farmars still need to apply additional tems of lime and fertiliser
to ebtain efficient and maximm yields.

GOALS FOR YEAR
1. BRetablish additional scres of improved pssture.
2. To comtimue 4 county pasture club with apprepriste awards and

inesntive prizes for the prometion of the pasture improvement
pregram; to encourage cembimstion mixtures which can withstand
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