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participating in the program sach year,

Through commodity groups and local interests a progressive
soil survey is to begin in Orange county early im 1959. It is
felt that this undertaking will be of great value in advising
farmers in about all aspects of agriculture. Wwe feel that this
will aid materially im overcoming at least some of the handi-
caps that were listed in the evaluation of work ian Orange
county for 1957, particularly in the field of crop varieties,
lime, fertilizer and certainly the kind or type of agriculture
that will be practiced.

We feel that the accomplishments and the interest im Yourh work
have increased considerably during 1958, and that all indications

point toward a more successful program in 1959,

The Orange Area Market Hog Show & Sale, the Oramge county

Baby Beef Show & Sale, the Junior Broiler Growers, the Juaior
Commercial Broiler Growers, Tractor Maintenance Program are
testismonials to the fact that the elub program in the county
has been received with considerable favor by not only boys and

girls of club age but also adults,
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9. Attended Agents Conference at Blacksburg, Virgiunia,
Attended Pistrict Agemts Conferemece at luray, Virginia
Attended Communications School at Luray, Virgianis
Attended Electric Congress and assisted with the program.
Served as assistant manager of the Orange School Pair.
Judged Greene County Livestock Show,

Host for Greene County Tractor Mainteamance Project.
VIII. EVALUATION OF THE YEAR'S WORK
The areas of greatest accowplishments this year in Orange
county have been as follows:
1. The completion of the Bangs Testimg Program.

This program received considerable complaints from a few
and if the agents had not had the full cooperation of the
commodity committees and the county Board of Supervisors, it
could have been quite embarrassing for Extension workers. We
think that this program was well susmed uwp in the words of one
individual who came to the office to report the sumber of calves
that he would like to have vaccinated in the Bangs Vaccination
Program and stated that soon after the Bangs Testing Program
started he had said to himself that he would never have another
calf veaccinatad in the program because of the Bangs Testing
Program, Then he said, "After 1 had thought it over, I realized

that it was the thing to do. 1 have 3 calves I would like to

have vaccinated in the program about which you wrote me the

other day”.
Bangs Vaccination Program,
While this is not a new program, it has contimued to receive

the cooperation of wost livestock owners and wore and more are




o e

22. Two Baby Beef Club members gave daily care, and showing end
fitting desonstrations.
Four-H Club members participated in two radio programs.
All 4-H asctivities were brought before the public by timely
news articles and radio programs.

G. Other Activities of the Assistant Agent

1. Assisting with feeder calf inspections and sales.

2. Show Manager for the Oramge Area Market Hog Show & Sale, which

involves seven counties. The duties of the manager is field
inspection of all entries, setting up all committees, contacting
buyers and sponsors, writing and priating of the show catalogue,
setting up and working with the banquet committees, securing
judges, auctioneers, ete.

Show manager of the Orange Baby Beef Show & Sale, which involves
both the 4-H and F . F.A. in Orange county. The duties are the
same for this as the Hog Show.

Secretary for the Orange-Madison-Greene Junior Broiler Grower
Area Committee.

Host county for the Junior Broiler Growers Bar-Be-(Que and
Auction.

Serving on the Virginia New Agents Training Committee, which
meets at Blacksburg, Va.

Assistant Director of the 4-H summer camp in charge of boys for
week that Orange, Madison, Greene and lLouisa attended.

Assisted the V.P.1. Animal Husbandry Department during the week
of the Atlantic Rural Exposition with the 4-H sctivities of the

State Fair,
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Plans have been drawn up to hold the 1958 Achievement Program in
January of 1959,

About 75 members, parents and guests attended the Junior Broilers
Award Bar-Be-Que and Auctiom,

Two members and their parents attended the State Junior Broiler
Award Bar-Be-Que.

The county winners of the Share-the-Pun program entertained at
several meetings of different organizations,

The Orange County 4-H Livestock Judging Team participated in the
District Comtest.

faventy- five club members, parents and guests attended the Baby
Seef Banquet sponsored by the National Bank of Orange.

Over two hundred club members, parents and guasts attended the Orange
Area Market Hog Show & Sale Banquet sponsored by the Citizens
National Bank of Oramge.

Two members of the Livestock Judging Team participated in the
Angus Round-Up Show & Sale Judging Contest and one member placed
Sth and the other 12th out of 78 contestants.

One 4-H Club member attended the Electric Congress.

Club members exhibited at the Orange Couwnty School Fair.

Club mesbers exhibited at the Northeran Virginia Dairy Show,

Club members exhibited at the Atlantic Bural Expositiom.

The 4-H Clubs entered a float im the 0.C.H.5, Homecoming Parade.
The 4-H Clubs put up two window displays in down town steres.
The Baby Beef Club members made a tour of sach others projects.
Each member of the Electric Project gave desonstrations at the

Electric Club meeting.
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wildlife

We have no Wildlife project as such, however, 61 4-H Club
menbers planted wilflife seed plots of a minisum size of 1/8
acre.

Safety

Safety was stressed inm all 4-H Club work, and one mseting
of each club wa= taken wp by safety. Thirty club mesbers completed
the Safety project.

Dairy

The Dairy project is one of the weakest projects in the
county but is steadily improving nsow, Four-H Club members
exhibited in the Orange County School Pair, the Northern Virginia
Dairy Show, and the Atlamtic Rural Exposition. This was the first
time that Orange has been represented in Dairy Shows for several
years.

The boys placed lst and 3rd in their class at the local fair,
20d and 3rd in their class at the Northera District Dairy Show,
and 2nd and Jrd in their class at the Atlantic Rural Expositiom.
They also stood up well in the Showmanship class.

Activities

Ten 4-H Club boys attended 4-H Club Camp at Wolliday Lake.

Two 4-H Club boys attended the State Short Course.

Two hundred twenty-five club members and guests attended the Orange

County 4-H Picanic which was held at Pairview Bench, Virginia.

Two Club mesbers attended the 9th Virginia Leadership Training

Camp .

Over 120 members and parents attended the Share-ihe-FPun Program




Market WHogs

Twenty- chree Orange county 4~H Club members exhibited 69
market hogs in the Orange Aresa Market Hog Show, The Orange
county boys and girls wom 3 Pirst, 1 Second, | Third and 3 Fifth
place ribbons for their efforts.

For the entire show, there were 50 exhibitors showing 121

hogs which sold for am average per hundred weight of 924.89,

bringing the total for the sale to $6, 352.19. This project
was hindered because of the poor sprimg pig crop. Top show
hogs were not available as they had been in previous years,
Rural Flectrifieation

Twenty-one 4-H Club members cowpleted the Electrie project.
Representatives of the Virginia Electric and Fower Company
gave demonstrations to the mesbers.

The wvinner of the county program attended the Eleetrie
Congress, which was held at the Jefferson Wotel, Richwond, Va.
Tractor Maintenance

Nine 4-H Club menbers completed the Tractor Maintenance
project, which was conducted at a different implement dealer's
each meeting.

The winner of the County Tractor Operator's Contest entered
the Distriet Tractor Contest at Culpeper.

Garden

Twenty 4-H Club members completed the Garden Project,
Forestry Establishment

Four Club members planted trees and completed the Forestry

Establishment Project.
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The Beef Herd project has three completions and with the
expected Heifer Project inerease, this project will also pick
wp.

Poultry

Our strongest poultry project has been the Junior Broiler
Growers Contest. Orange county 4-H mewbers did exceptionally
well with this project in both the area and state contests.

In the area contest, Orange county won lst and Jrd, and in the
state contest Orange county wom lst place honors. The Junior
Broiler Growers Committee contributed a great deal in the
success of this project. The poultry project is being expanded
as there are feur club members enrolled in the Junior Commercial
Broiler Grower Contest, and another member is enrolled in &
started pullet project.

The Junior Broiler Grower Contest sponsored a Bar-Be-Que
and Auction for the Area Junior Broiler Growers ia the Orange
Safeway parking lot and the Awction topped at $3.25 per pound.
The bottom price was $1.00 per pound,

Breeding Fogs
The Sears Roebuck Pig Chain was beneficial in starting club

menbers in the registered or commercial hog business. There

are three sows in the chain. Emphasis is being placed on breeding

hogs in am effort to get the 4-H Club members to produce their
own hogs for the Orange Area Market Hog Show & Sale. There
are now eleven ciub wewbers emrcolled in the hog breeder's

project for the coming year,




in the area of beef production. Right Club mesbers showed calves
at the Orange County Baby Beef Show & Sale. There was a total of
20 ealves in the Show & Sale. vhich brought a total of $6,747.07,
Our Show & Sale was the top graded sale in the state, with 40 per
cent grading "Prime”, 55 per cent grading "Chofce™ and 5 per cemt
grading "Cood”. Pricewise our sale was the third highest in the
state, with an average of $36.90 per hundred weight.

local breeders of beef cattle donated $100 in cash to club
menbers doing the best job in feeding and management of their
animals during the feeding period. The projects were judged om
two occasions, in the fleld and at show time for this award.

Pive Raby Beef Club members exibited their animals at the
Orange County Schocl Fair. One exhibitor wom Grand Champion and
another won Reserve Champiom of the Pair,

One Baby Beef Club member cxhibited at the Predericksburyg
Pair. BShe placed first in her class and won Sth in showmanship.
This same club mesber exhibited at the Atlantic Rural Exposition,
placed third in her class and won fourth in showmanship.

Orange County 4-F was also represemted at the Charlottesville
Area Baby Beef Show & Sale. This exhibitor placed first in the
heavy Hereford class and won Reserve Champion of the Show,

In summary, there are 16 club mesbers feeding 19 steers for
the 1959 Shows & Sales, and enrolled in Baby Beef Projects.

The Beef Heifer Project is not what is should be as there

are only two heifer projects in the county, More emphasis is

being put on this phase of the beef program, and there are eight

boys and girls tentatively set to secure purebred heifers in 1960,
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Participation in the shows and sales by our 4-H boys and
girls.

Radio programs and news articles were given throughout
the year.

The County Council was organized to develop leadership and
to assist with the over-all county 4-H Club program. The
Council was responsible for publicizing and carrying out
the County 4-H Picuic, the County 4-H Fhare-the-PFun pro-
gram and setting up the Achievement Program plans, which
will be held in Jamuary.

D. Bducational Activities

1. Business meatings and discussions were carried on and
conducted by officers and mewbers of the elub without
assistance from the agemt,

Social functions and special club projects were planned
by committees selected by the elub presidents in loecal
commmunities and by the County Coumcil in the county.
Valuable information and experience was givean the club
members through demonstrations and information givem by
Extension specialists and local leaders.

Demonstrations were givem by members of special interest
clube.

The club members received valuable experience in keeping

farm records through their 4<H project record books.

Individual Prejects

1. Beef

The BRaby Beef Project is the most outstanding project




VII.

4-H CLUB WORK

A.

Organization
Four-H Clubs have been organised in every white public

school in the county. Seven clubs have been organized in
five schools. In two schools the clubs had to be organized
into Junior and Sasaior Clubs becsuse of their large eurollment,
Clubs weet once s wonth with the officers of the clubs presiding
over the meetings and the Extension agent scting as advisor.

The County Council was organized and has met all of its
objectives,

Four committees were organized to guide and aid the program
throughout the year. These were the Baby Beef Cowmittee, the
Junior Broiler Cowmittee, the Market Hog Show & Sale Committee

and the Farwm Mechanics Committee,

Goal

The goal of our 4-H Club is to train future leaders; also
to have 175 club members enrolled with 85 per ceat completion.
Methods

1. Regular 4-H Club mectings were heid swathly. Speecial

interest club meetings were held with the aid of
leaders at different times when they were most needed
and helpful. All club members were visited more often.
Outstanding club eveats, special interest clubs and
outstanding members were given recognition in our loeal
newvspapers and on radic programs. These two publicity
wedia are most cooperative with 4N Club work in

Orange county.
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Farm and Ho Development

A special effort was made this year in working with
the Farm and Home Development families to put into effeect,
where applicable, those things recommended by special
interest groups as representing the needs in the county.
For example: Soil sasples were taken from each of the
fields of these farms, and the program of liming and
fertilizing was worked out. The agents advised the
farmers as to where, and in wvhat quantities, fertilizer
and lime should be used to return the wost profit, placing
emphasis on the conditions in which the greatest amount
of profit could be expected and leaving other areas for
later applications, where it was indicated that the
return would not be as great,

It is believed that considerable halp has been given
these farmers--as well as others in the county--in the
area of labor management. There being, however, no
available information on this subject, it is believed
that the mere fact of disevssing management of labor
in general with farmers has helped them to realize that
it is a problem, and perhaps due to the fact that they
do realize that it is & problem, they have attempted to
make certain adjustments on their owm,

Individual members of the various commodity groups
still feel labor management is & very important aspect
of the farming business, and they desire {nformation

pertaining to this important factor,




in Orange county %:ye gradually decressed. However, due to
integrated breeding and feeding arrangements just being started
in the county it is expected that hog productica may show an up-
turn in the future, depending upon, of course, how profitable
this integrated program is to the farmer as well as to the feed
supplier.

Por the first time this year there was considerable interest
in purchasing the top gilt pigs from the various classes in the
Orange Area Market Wog Show & Sale., Thirty-five of these top
gilts, vhich normally have been going to the market, were purchased
by & feed supplier to put out with prospective farmers to raise
pigs that would go into the feed lot.

The agents, as well as specialists from V.P.1., have worked

closely with the feed company which i{s baginning integration in

feeding, and they have also worked closely with purebred breeders

in the county,

The Youth Program has been of great value in stimulating the
interest of breeders not only in Orange county but throughout
this entire area in supplying top feeder pigs for the Juanior
Show & Sale.

Sheep

The agents have contimued to work with wool growers in
marketing woo! through the locally organised Wool CGrowers Associa-
tiom.

The purebred sheep breeders of Virginia again held their sale

at Orange, at which time the ageants took an sctive part in
sponsoring the sale,




next spring.

Through news articles, agronomy meetings, circular letters and
personal contacts with farmers, special emphasis was placed on the use
of smaller rates of high analysis fertilizers in the row in making
applications on corm, using the remainder broadcast. There were no
complaints this year among farmers, and no injury was observed in the
field by the agents where heavy applications of high analysis ferti-
lizer was suspected of injuring the germination, At the same time, due to
the excellent growing season, the extra ssount of woisture in the soil
this year and the time of precipitation may have been--and probably was--
the greatest contributing factor in reducing this damaging effect of
high fertilizer salts in contact with the germinating seedlings.

Poultry

Poultry production in the county this year has incressed more in
market egg production than at amy other time, whereas broiler production
has increased only slightly., Toward the latter part of the year, broiler
intentions have greatly expanded as compared with mid-year conditions.

Contracting in poultry i{s continuing to expand. The agents have
worked closely with the industry, including hatcherymen, contractors

and farmers.

A county-wide poultry meeting was held in February where poultry-

men, commercial feed contractors, hatcherymen and others interested
gathered together to discuss the expected changes in the poultry
industry, getting up-to-date facts on the latest {nformation om
housing and management and probable profits to be expected.

Swine

Statistics show that over the last twenty years the nusber of swine




obtained from these varieties.

Three different desonstrations were plammed on small grains and
pasture and three attempts were made to hold these msetings to apply
the material in cooperation with local fertilizer agemcies. Due to
unfavorable weather conditions the application of lime, nitrogen and
fertilizer was never made, although attempts were made from March 1 to
April 10 to get the work dome.

As stated early in the report quality forage and sufficient
forage was outlined by the Agromomy Committee as first in importance
in immediate neod. In cooperation with local farm sachinery dealers,
& demonstration was held on waking quality forage, wsing the newer
methods of making hay, including stem chrushers or hay conditiomners.
The new design of these machines has proved very satisfactory

according to the experience of the farwers this year. These machines

have been of great value in waking quality forage--particularly im

years like this when hay crops are extremely heavy.

Dairymen report that they have wore and better quality alfalfa
than they can remember ever having had before. This is equally true
among wany of the beef producers whether they are using alfalfa or
tall grass clover mixtures. It is estimated that there was about a
10 to 15 per cent inerease in acreage of alfalfa seeded in the spring
and fall of 1958, There was also a large inerease ia the ssount of
small grain pasture seeding, particularly for dairy cattle. Due to
the favorable fall season, dairymen are well pleased with the increased
production they have gotten from using this type of temporary pasture.
In alwost every instance these pastures have done wall, and they are

going into the winter with a good strong root system to yleld heavily
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Although the recommendation that a progressive soil survey be made

in Orange county came from the Agronomy Committee, this Committee did
not take the lead in taking this request to state and federal agemcies.
It was necessary because of the varied interest to set up a separate
committee. HNowever, three members of the Agronomy Committee were

included on the Soil Survey Committee. In addition, the Committee

had representatives from the Chamber of G ce, Co y Inds 1al
Development Corporation, Towm of Oramge, local representatives of

the Board of Supervisors, a representative of the local Health Depart-
ment, & representative of the Orange County Farm Buresu and a repre-
sentative of the local banks in the area,

In all there were thirteen separate meetings held, during which
time statistical data of all kinds was gotten together, discussed and
rehearsed. These meetings included one meeting locally with Soil
Conservation Service and Experiment Station officials, and a second
meeting with the same group in Richwond,

The County Board of Supervisors agreed to make a sonetary contri-
bution to facilitate the work in the county. A local contractor and
the Town of Orange have agreed to furnish needed equipment to dig
bholes for profile idemtification. It is generally agreed that im
retura for the comtribution that the county made, the agencies
responsible for conducting the Soil Survey will supply Extemsion
agents with profiles of the major soil types in the countyto be
used in educational work,

Two Fleld Days were held during the year as plammed to scquaint
farmers with varieties of crops best suited for the area, fertilizer

and liming practices of all major crops grown in the area and ylelds
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county. Farm machinery dealers from both counties partiei-
pated in the meeting. Like the Managed Milking Demounstration
it was well attended by farmers from both counties.

Early in the year Extension agents emphasized planting
extra acres of corn for silage and grain where additiomal
grain and forage could be used to advantage. After several
years of drought the farmers gemerally did not need too much

encour agement to understand the advantages of such a program.

Shortage of forage im Orange county this winter and spring

will be no problem because of the plamned program and an
excellent growing season,

1. Artificial Breeding Association

This organization is similar to the Feeder Calf
Association in that the Board of Directors are leaders
in the commmity and are quite capable individuals who
assume pretty largely the responsibilities of the
organization, Local Extension agents have continued to
work with the organization in plamning meetings, in
bettering the service to dairymen and over-all management
of the local organizatiom.
Agrovouy

One of the most outstanding accomplishments of the Agronowy
Commi ttee during 1958 was the decision on the part of the
Virginia Agrieultural Experiment Station and the Soil Comser-
vation Service to start a progressive soil survey in Orange

county early im 1959,
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It is early yet to determine whether or mot it is a tremd, or
1f it can be attributed to the fact that farwers generally had
better income this year, but the agents have received several times
more requests for selecting foundation breeding stock and good
purebred bulls than have ever been received in the past, It may
be coincidence, higher prices received for beef cattle, or farmers
generally becoming more comscious of good breeding stock. It is
boped that the latter is true,

Dairy Cattle

In making plans early in the year for a dairy program in the
county, the Dairy Committee recoumended having a Herdbook Analysis
Meeting im cooperation with the dairy specialists of V.P.1I., where
each dairyman would have assigned time to attend a 2-day meeting
to discuss individually the records of the respective herds.

This meeting was held, and as & result comsiderable interest was
shown by those who attended., Better tham 85 per ceat of the dairy-
men participated. It was pointed out in & susmary of the analysis
meeting that the greatest need for dairymen was the production of
quality forage and herd management,

Along the line of s & Managed Milking Demonstration

was held as planned, and the attendance was far greater than

anticipated. In talking with dairymen later it was found that
many of these suggestions have beem adopted, and that they were
getting good respomse as a result,

The desonstration plamned for the county on cutting, curing

and production of quality hay was combined with an ad joining




who would mot normally call a veterinarian to veccinate 3 calves
or less.

The Bangs Testing Program and the Bangs Vaccination Program
were both recommended and organized at the request of committee
action.

Slsughter Cattle

There are a few slaughter cattle feeders in the county; however,
very few of these are enthusiastic over profits in this type of
undertaking under present conditioms. There is a move underway
by a feed company to attempt integrated slaughter cattle pro-
duction on a trial basis. How far this will go is yet to be
determined. Here again, as in wost other integrated feeding opera-
tions, the profits in this business-~if there is any to be made--
will very probably be accomplished through such practices as large
operations, good breeding and top management--basically things
that Extension personnel have advocated for years,

Yeeder Calves

The local feeder calf organization is being operated wholly

by producers themselves, with the huui“ Agents acting as

secretary and still performing considers 1 orgamizational work.
Parts of louisa and Fluvamna counties were taken into the
already existing 3-county organization,
With Feeder Calf prices considerably higher than they have been
for several years, and one of the best seasons we have had in 5
years, farmers gemerally were well satisfled with their returns in

the cow and calf herd business.




the planned program that the agents would visit each individual
farm vhere the farmer did not willingly come into the program
when first contacted by the veterinariam doing the work,

This program was strictly carried out, and of the 856 cattle
owners--both dairy and beef--in the county, all but ome voluntarily
came into the program. Orange county received a Modified Certified
Brucel losis-Free Certificate from the State Department of Agricul-
ture.

1. Bangs Vaccination Program

The Bangs Vaccination Program, a supplemsat to the
Bangs Eradication Program, has contimued to receive wide
support throughout the county. Since the program was
initiated in 1951, 1452 requests for calfhood vaceinations
have been received, and a total of 7,938 calves have been
vaccinated.

As in the past, dairymen and large beef cattle
operators use the program very little. They have
sufficient animals to justify calling a veterinariaa to
have the work done at their convenience without the
additional cost that would be experiemced by a faruwer
who had only a few head to be vaccinated at a time,

Of the 1452 requests by farsers, 51.4 per cent of

these were for 3 calves or less per farm. The average in

the whole program is just a little over 5 calves per request.

This is indicative of the fact that the program is serving

the group it is designed to serve--the small farm operator
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old ones dropped as interests vary. When a sember resigns or
fails to take an active part in the program, he is usually put
on an inactive list. In some instances quite large committees

are needed. For the purpose of working out details of Extension

work separate committees may be, and in a few cases are, appointed

to work on a specific problem. These committees have been found

to be very valuable, not only determining the desires and needs

of the people of the county, but also to aid in the execution of

programs, particularly where undertakings may be contriversal,

in which case if the committee did not exist, it would be very

difficult--1f not ilmpoesible--for agents to conduct programs

that the majority of people want and need,

PROJECT ACTIVITIES

A. Beef Cattle

One of the wost important short-time aspects of the beef
cattle industry in Orange county this year was the completion
of the Bangs Testing Program. This progras met with some dis-
favor among about a dozen farmers and caused considerable
wisunderstanding, particularly by those who had very little
or no concept of its long-time benefits. In general, however,
it was well accepted, and now that it is cospleted, it is
gensrally considered by all to be the best thing to have done.
Considerable time was spent om this program during the

year, visiting and talking with all farmers who were not ready
and willing to have the work done when local veterinarians

notified them of their schedule of testing. It was part of




counties in the state is considerably larger. Even though Orange
does rank 77th in the number of farms and 6lst in land area, it
ranks 11lth in state income taxes paid during the taxable year 1956,

During the past 25 years crop acreage has been reduced almost
one-half. Acres devoted to pastures have increased four times,
corn land acreage has been reduced one-half and wheat acreage
has been reduced approximately 75 per cent. Cattle numbers have
doubled and hog numbers have been reduced 16 per ceat,

Beef, dairy and poultry represcent about 75 per ceant of the
total income to farmers. Of less importance are swine and sheep,
in that order. The physical characteristics of the county are
such that beef and dairy cattle are well suited,

There is considerable contract farming in broilers and in
commercial layers, and it is getting underway in swine and steer
feeding.

COUNTY ORGANIZATION

The County Extension Program is developed and guided by
special interest groups. There is no over-all County Extension
Organization sctually in existence as such, However, in program

planning and execution where there is an overlapping of programs

such as the over-all Bangs Testing and Vaccination Programs, two,

three, or more special interest groups are called together in
planning these broader programs. Normally, each committee meets
twice & year, but in many cases they meet sore frequently. Under
some conditions certain committees may meet several times a wonth,
depending upon the type of programs and the demand for committee

action., These groups are organized esach year, new ones added and




COUNTY STATISTICS AND AGRICULTURE

Orange county is located in the northern part of the Pledsont
Plateau. According to the 1954 Census of Agriculture, 66 per cent
of the county's area of 226,560 acres is farm land., There are 848
farms, averaging 175.9 acres, with a value of land and buildings
of $22,669. Land in farms has gradually declined since 1935,
and the nusber of farms have shrunk nearly 50 per cent during the
last 23 years.

The topography is wmostly reolling, ranging from 200 to 500 feet
above sea level. There are eclevations, however, in the southwest
wuntain ridge which crosses the county, of nearly 1,200 feet above
sea level.

Winter temperatures average about 35° and summer about 76°,
The free-frost growing season is about 190 days--extending from
April 15 to October 21. The annual precipitation averages about
41 inches.

Orange is one of the leading agricultural counties in the
state and ranks high {n the sale of milk and livestock.

It is estimated that since the last Agricultural Census
broiler production has inereased five times sinece 1953, Commercial
layers have increased ten times in the last two years. The Junior
Commercial Broiler Growers for 1958-'59 will exceed the entire
broiler industry in Orange county five years ago.

In comparison with the rest of the state, Orange county ranks

77th in the sumber of farms and 6lst in land area. Therefore, the

size of the average farm in Oramge when compared with the other
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AUSTIN L. SHEPHERD, ASSISTANT COUNTY AGENT
MARYJANE C. EGGBORN, SECRETARY
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Virginia Agricultural Extension Service

JOHN C, ESTES
Name
COUNTY

Title

AUSTIN L. SHEPHERD

Assistant Ajeﬁo County
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