on peanuts Lave Leen lowered for the pest seversl Jeers, and 585 of

the total farm incowe for Sur 7 farmers dejends on peanut production,

A fou of the small furmers will be renting their land to larier farmers
is 1961 and will be soing into pubdie work,




15% to 208 lower than the tixree provious yesrs. The reason for this
is the lirye srount of relulell that fell during July end August.

Surry County farmers' income is derived mostly from pociutees
58% of the totel incone. The farmers follow closely the recommendst’ ons
of the Holland Lxperiment Stetion in regards to fertilisation and
culturnl prectices.

The 1940 eorn erop in Surry County wes the lar est on record,
The farmere hed excellent weuther and molsture conditions during the
growing season and st the time the grein was formdng on tho huask,
The greatest percentage of corn relsed in the county is fed to livestook,

Surry County farmers have improved thelr type of logs  oing
to nerket o great deal in the pust several yesrs. The main recson
for this is the fact the! nost markets are now tying hogs on the
groded aystem, * o premium peid for #1 hogs meaus more profid for the
producer, Farrers resiize that in order to meet competition from otler
types of moat preduction, it is necessary that ihey produce the type
of hogs for lean cuts that the consumer desires.

The Extension inimel Musbendry Departient, County Agents,
and Swine Specialist have had & great deal to do with improved swine
production in Vir;i:da, lews realeases, rvdic prorums, dem nstrul ons,
and tours have educ:tod tie farmer that swine production eunuotl ‘e
classed as just u sideline as » source of income, but :mst be included
as a mein source of iuc re slon with his erop.

Parmers in surry County wre beginning to feel the costeprice

squeese more each year, [he main resson for tils 1s that price supports




cuses vhere needed, Two of the fandlies hove gleep wid the Agent 'ws
worked with these furmers in selecting lambs to be put in seles and
petting their sheop sheared,
VI, Coopersting witl Otier Ajencles
se Agrisulturil Jtebdlizstlion Conservatlion Comdttee
at s alleded soverul comuitice eellings wi.

ASC Of'lce Maneger in re sy s W soll couservelion pructices in ouri,

County, The A mat, vil e roprescutative fron Lie Forestry Service,

S04l Conservatica Service, ani tie ASC Comsdtiec, meets cach year
in selecting conservatlion pructices suitaile and pructical for [.rmers
in Swrry Counlye

Ue S0ll Couservulion Jervice

The Agost has hed excellent ocoopernilon with Lie soll Con=
aervation Service Lechaulclen la dwry Gounty . e Agent snd the
fecludclan Lave visited fersers ww vorked with them on thelr conservetion
proulense

the Agent has wbl.ended seversl ssetlings ol Ghe supeivisors
of the Peamut doll Conservat.on Digtrict to wideh Surry County ls
renbere
Vi1, kExtension /ccomplisiuents

ihe pessut ylelds in Surry County for tie past several years
have been exceptionelly nigh. ine 1957, 1959, wd 1999 erops sversged
eppracimtely 500 powds per scrc, These Lires years surry Lounty
avers od rOre pounis per sere Lieln any county in Lhe state,

The 190 crop of peanuts in Surry Lousty will e ap roxim tely




The County Commdttee had two meetings in 1960, The following
goals vere set uwp for 1960=19614

le Make a display during Rational 4=f Club Week,

2+ Work toward 1005 projecl conpletion,

Je bLucowrsge members % stlend Distriet 4= Campe

4o Lucourc e meniers LW enter an exhibit at the County Fair,

5¢ Hake lana to enter o booth at Lle Fetersiury Fur,
Vo Farn and fome Development Togrem

The ageat 1s working with seven fariore on the Far
flome Developuent Frograie

e Agent vorks vith these farmers wostly on edvising weys
of ineressiiy production of crope nud Liveslock, keepliyg records, wad

pood resin jeient,

lie Agent, with the furmer, mede o map of ue furm, locating

flelds and pasture lond, lo studying these maps with the furmer,

rotations vere woried oul W ue furmer's advaitagn.

ihe A «ut pussed on %W Liese farmers lates. lanlormelion in
rogardes o Lelter orop wwi livestock produstion, Tie farmers in tuds
progren Lave cooperatod wiuh the coent sd wre responsive W nev and
betier 1decas of luncre:cs! ng production,

e ipent leels Liat We proper keeping of records is sn
importent plase ol tie progrume Tue furmers in the program eduit thst
records Lave helped toem a great decl,

In revards to livestoel, the Ageat has worked with these
farmers on practicin. good livestock mensgereat, The .pgent nas Lelped

in seeuring boars end gilte for replscement in their swine herds in




T™he thane was the "Efficient Use of Rectricity in the lome®,
The booth won o vhite rilbon wnd thirtyefive dollars in prize money,
The club plans to use s money %o purchase weloome signs to bo ut
on the maein ronds entering Surry County,

(4) 4l Short Course

Two grls and one boy attended the Short Course held ot V,.F.l1,
in June of Wdis yoor, lMac Cofer, wio has been an outetanding clud
boy for severcl yeers, wrs token into the All Stars in 1959, lec is
developing into an excellent Jundor lewder, and 1o doing = good Job in
working with e Agent with younger 4= Club membero.

Moe entored the Ligtriet Contests held at FPetersiuryg in
April, and guve lenonstretion on cure and clesning of an :leotrie motor,

D¢ Caps axd Achisverents

Thero were 14 bays froo Surry County attending 4=il Cemp
Farrer in iy, Charlos Punter, County Geme Yarden, ettended as e
lesder for Lhe boys from te county,

his euyp 1s omposed of club members frem lsle of Wight,
Southampton, Namsemonl, and Surry countlas,

Cludb member:. = Wilng camp, by belng assocdated witi eludb
members frow other counties, 2eem to jet o beller overeell picture of

the meaning of 4~ Q1 orke
Surry County 4-i' Club members hold their snmusl aciievenent

mum—uuummco\mvnu. At this time. elub members,

mmmthoadiupqumﬁnyh.nudondm
during the year,




Surry County club members have purticipated in tie Ansunl
Market liog Show held in Smitihfield for the past seversl yeers,

This shov and sale haz been educationsl for the boys sh wing the
hogs. Extenslion Speclelists «nd other professional vorkers do tle
Judging of the animels, Club members and others attendin, the siov are
told, as well asn shown, why one enimel 18 ploked over anvtier in regards
to type and conflirmntion, This show has been one of the teachliy tools
in improving ewine production in Southeast Vir inis,

(2) County FPadr

Club mesbers do sn excelleat job esch year of enterin
exbibits in the Junior Uivision of Furm Froducts at tie County Fuir,
Mezbers of the penlor o work wvith the younger boys in preperin
exhibits, and urging them to enter some type of furm product,

The Senior 4~ Club entered e floet in the Junior Division
of the County Fulr, The Ayents worked with he e mmittee in the type
of float to enter in the parsdej tim cludb members cssembled and decorsted
the float, The theme was ' ako the Dest Detter*, 1his float woan

second ;lace wnd te: Llars in prise money,

P d

ir
The Senior A= Club took the respoasibdlity of entering a
booth in the Peteralur Pair, compd ttee oconsisting of two Loys and
thiree girla worked ocut details ss to the type of exhdiit they would
like to display, 1T vpont end Home Agent vorked with this cosmitiee.

the comaittee did tho vork, such as meking posters snd sssembling

materisl to go in the Lootl; the Agents only supervised the assemilling
of the booth,




By Projeet Work

(1) Livestock = There ere 23 livestook projects carried on
by 4=l Club boys, These boys carry projects consistin. of tweedi:
pigs, market pigs, and dairy calves.

(2) tome Jerdens - There are 17 home gurden projects carried
on by elub boys, Cerden projects are earried on mostly by eclub members
living in wrbten aress and nev members,

(3) Grope « Tlore ure three erop projects ecarried on by
club members, Two club nembers are cerrying peanuts as . project, sud

one corn project,

(4) Poultry - here are seven poultry projects carried by

elub boys in the count),

(5) Raboits = There are four Peblit projects carcied by boye
livin: in town and urben coramunities.

(6) flectrie = This project wes carried by the entire seveuth
grede and the senlor cliu & i schoole Tie sevenll pgrade curried
Undt I, and the senlor club cerried Undt 11 of the electrie project,
The elub members taking Unit T toured the Virginis Klectric and Pover
plant locuted in Chesterfield in May,

Tvo elub members, Eric Alexie end Detty Jean Rallings, won
trips % the 4=l Llec'ric Congress held in Richmond in Aupuste

e ‘detard Trice, Hursl Engineer for VAPCO, hes worked with
Lthe Ageats on Shis project for the pest thyee years.

Ce Shows and Fairs
(1) Merket Hog Show




to approaximstley 2,000 scres., For the last three years Surry County

has exceeded its quota in plantin: pine seedlings. The county planted
approxirately 700,000 pise seedlings in 1960,

Farmers do not seem to be interested in the care of thelr
voodland in regards to thdmning, killing o  hardwood, and good forest
mosgenent, Incous from forestry is ebout 3,58 of the totel faurm
incomes

3

The Agent with the cooperation of the Southern IN.pwood
association, set up 2 demcnstrstion showing proper thinning, killing
of hardwood, and setting out pine seedlings,

The Agent believes that Ly contimued publicity and demcnstrations,
farmers will reslize tiere uwre benefite and sdditional income to Le

had from their timberlond,
IV, 4~ CLUB WUl
As Orpanisation

There sre five organized 4- Clubs in Surry Gounty, The
County and liome . ent meot with these olubs Jolatly esech month, The
clubs sre divided into gredes, sterting with the fourth and oin
through the seventh in the grode school. There 1s one seulor clul
in the high school, We find that by dividing tie clube into grades,
enrollment has increcaed; end slso by having sembers in the aww (e
g¥oup, the members tuke & more sctive part in the mootln s, The A oite
meet with the prinelipel anc teschers of the gredes having 4= Cl ibe,

end work out a schedule for meetin s sultalle for all,




manegement end fooding,

3. Dairying

There are only three Grade A dairies in Surry County, The
Agent works with tiese doirymen mostly on herd replacements and moiajee
mont, The Agent works with the Extension Delry Department in ,etiing
information fron these dairymen for survey uge by the Depertient,

The largost of these dairies has receutly Jjoined the D.ll.1.A.
The Agent has talked with this dairyman and finds that he is wvell
satisfied with the vork enrried on Ly the DA, He 4s now in the
process of cullin: come of 'is lover producing ocows.

he Sheep

There sre approximately twenty-five flock of shesp in Swrry
County, The Agent vepked wilh these faurmers in seouring a shoep
ghearer to shear thelr sheep in the spring,

Three lanb seles are held cach gpring at the Sedthfield
Livestock Market, Ihese scles have besn a good outlet for sheep
producers in this sectlion of tie stete, The Agent has worked with
producers in educating them to dock and sastrate their lambs oing
in the ssleas and ur in: them to enter lambe of desireble weighte for
better grading

Cs Forestry
Surry County has approximately ¢ woolland sereage of

55,000 aeres. Ihe 1955 woodland sereage was 52,547 acres, The

county has 61% of its totel land srea in woodland,

Indugtr sl corpanies' land holdings in Surry County amount




for efficlent swine production, In news articles wid furm meetings

the Agent, wiih the help of Nxtens!on Husbardmen hes emphasized the
feoeding of a balanced retion for best results in s dne production,

Iie Agent is be inulng to see improvement in swine manage~
ment and feeding ad Lelieves that publiedy by various means lLss
cauged Wils trend % betler swine productions

(d) PFarroving louses end Feeding Purlors

Ihe Ajent has worioed with o mmber of farsors in tie past
year in regards to constructing farrowing houses. The Agent inmpreasces
upon the farmer that it 1s possille to save an aversye of two edditional
plgs per litter by using some type of farrowing house,

[here are spproxizately seventy-five fmrmers in tle
county feed ng hoss in soue type of feeding parlor, The igent Las
vorked with farmers on renovation old Wwildings for feeding out hogs
ad furnishing plass for bullding new hog parlors.

2+ Deef Cattle

The tread 1n Suryy County for the past seversl years in
regard %o beef catile has been incressed buying of fecders snd decroased
muzber of herds, Thi. trend is fuverable as feeders are betler sulted
to it in with owr type of agriculture thun herds.

Beefl producticn has increased approximately 905 in Surry
County over the past ten years. The Agent has stressed the importance
of having pastures to go alon: vilh Le increcsed mumber of feeders.

The Ageat, in working with farmers Laving be f catile, pusces
on to then all informetion from Extension Speseialiste in regurds to




The importance of disease and parssite econtrol is stressed
at all livestock meetings as well as through news erticles and personal

contacts.

The Agent encourges farmers to use the Diasnostic Leborstory
located in Ivor to deterndne the kind of disesse the andmml hes Lefore

_ sduministering treatment,

(b) Selection of Breeding Stock

The grading systen of uying hogs has educated fermers
a great deel of the Lenefits tley can receive by havins good type
boars and gilts ss breeding stock,

Demonstrations put on jointly by the pecking cor cnies
and extossion service on greding hous on the hoof and later showling
the quslity of the carcass hes incressed quality of hogs goins to
markets

The Agent has vorked with & mumber of farmers in pettiiy
better qusality boers and gllte as replacensents in thelr lreedlng stock.
Contimued publicity will be carried on in urging fermers Lo select
good type breedin: stock by means of demounstrations, news urticles,
and fernm meetingse

(6) Feeding wd Mens ement

The Agent, in wisiiing farvers in regerds to thelr swine,
has found tbet there sre oo meny ferfters not carryisg out e feeding
and manscement program that is sound, This vill determine to a large
extent the amount of profit the furmer reelizes.

The Agent has siresse. to farers the value of 0od pasture




a erop for better and more efficient means of ruising livestock,
4o Soybeans
Soybeans have inerecsed in Surry County for the past seversl

years, The resson for t:is lhes been allotments on ppamite and wheat

and quotes on ocorn, Fermers wio have cleansd mdditionsl lund for ecrop
profustion ususlly plant that l.nd in soybeans.

The werieties of soybeans recormended for our type soils
are publicised at furn meetin s, and through news sri..cles and nowse
letters. The Agent firnishes ti.o seed deslers in the county with a
list of the latest recomsended varietiss put out by the Experinent
Station,

A mumber of farmers ‘nterplant soybeans with thelr corn
mainly for livestock turned in tie flelds after the corn has been
harvested.

B, Livestock

1, Suine

(a) Controlling Disecses and Parusites

Surry County furners loose thougends of dollirs esch year
on their so'ne, the ehief resson being the fallure to use proper
eontrol methods of diseeses and purasites.

This hes been one of tle worst years in the pust several
thet cholrea has been so prevalent, In the pest, thore have Leen a
feow forms in the county that cholres has killed sowe hogs) but this
year the disesse laus been county vide., The Agent believes tils is
due tou fermers becoming lex and not vaceinating their hous a. ainst cholrea.




Livestook in the county has inereased from 655 to 70% in the past
ten years, the largest increase being in swine, The acres of pasture
has only increased epproximstely 505,

There are approximately 8,500 acres of pasture laxd in Surry
County, of this amount there is approximately 6,300 acres of a pere
manent type pesturs,

The Agent is working toward s long=time goal of 10,000
acres of permunent pastire,

The Agent stresses the importance of good persanent pastures
at farm meetings, in news articles, and by individual contactas,

(b) Supplevemtery Fustures

Surry County farwers do s good Job on maintaining eore
typo of supplementary pasture, lost furmers realize that extremely
dry weather cute buck in their permanent pasture, and a supplesentery
pesture is necessary, Publicity is given on the luportence of supple=-
montary pastures at the annasl Agronomy-idvestoek meeting for farmers
and tirough newslet . ers and news articles.

(o) Seeding, Fertilisation, and Management of Pestures

The Agent feels tiat nost farmers realize thet in order to
have a good permenent pusture, proper seeding, fertilisation and
manserent are neeessary, Fubllelty given by the V. P,1, Agronomy
Depertment, news articles, radio end TV prograns has educated tie
farmers to o great ex.ent on the value of proper pasture menajement,

Fermers are taking more soll saxples of thelr pesture land

than in previous years and are begimndng %o treat thelr pesturvs es




Reoommended varieties are publicized in farm meetlings,
neusletters, and news articles during the winter and spring months,

(b) Specing and Fertilisation

Surry County farmers follow rather closely the recormenda ions
of the Holland Experiment Station in regards to ppacing and fertil-
isation,

Proper spucing and fertilisation has been emphasized st

farners' meetin s, through nevs articles, newsletter», and demonstr:tions,

Surry County made the largest corn erop in history this year,
The big factor in this is that the eorn crop had idesl weather conditions
and ample moisture,

(o) 1nsect Control

Surry County farmers ere gettiing better stands of ocorn
than & Tev years ago. The Agent belleves the resson for tils is
largely due to farrers sing cherdcals for contralling subterranesn
insects in tuelr peanut rotation, These chemicals ere relatively
toxic in the soil for s period of two or more years,

A few farmers had trouble with the shatter worm attacking
corn in the bud before tasselling, The demage was rether slight,
and only two farmers in the county hed damage heevy enoush to warrant
sproying or dusting.

3. Pastures

(a) Importance of Pastures for Efficient Livestock Froduction

The pasture land in Surry County hes not incressed in
propor-tion with the mumber of livestock for the pest several years,




(D) Use of Sulfur and DDT to Control Leafspot and Leaf Hopper

The Agent feols thet a majority of the farmers in the ecounty
realize the value of using sulfur and DDT for coutrolling lesfapot
and leaf hopper, but nore education 13 needed on the amounts neoded
for proper control, The Agent also feels that more work is needed to
educate the farmer that sulfur slso prolon s the growing season,
giving the peanut pods longer to grow end mature.

The Lessfits furmers receive from the use of sulfur and
DT vas stressed at our aanual Agronosy=livestock meeting held for
furners, In the Agent's letter to all farmers in the County regerding
erops end livestock, the use of sulfur wd proper wwounts tc use wes
erphasised in regsrds to belter pecnut production,

wevs articles vere pullisled during Jwe snd July erphasising
damuge ocsused Ly loafspot and leefhopper and ow both could be con=
trolled,

2, Corn

(a) Adopted Yarietios

The use of Iybrid seed corm adopted for soil and ellmatic
e~ nditions Js ‘“Lortant to farmers.

The Agent invites all seed and fertiliser deslers to tie
annual Agronory meeting held for farwers in the county., Mr, Clark,
superintendant of tie liolland Experiment Station, usuelly sttends
this meetin, wid passes on information s to the performmnce of the
recomended hybrid corn suitable for our section, A list of these
verieties 1s sent to all seed and fertiliser declers in the county,




The Apent hss publicized through news articlss, farm
moetings, and newsletters, the methods of conirolling stem rot,
Continued publication ia planned Ly the Agent until stem rot ceases
to be a protlem,

(b) Controllin, lematodes in Pesnuts

lematodes attacking peamuts is not & serious yroblem in Surry
County except in a fev spota on certain farms., The Sting Nematode
and the Root=lnot are the ones that are reducing yields on these
farms,

Four farmers in the county fumignted certain sreas of their
peanut fields before planting this year, Check plots vere made, and
in three of the four cases, faevorsble results were oblained, The
one farmer who obteined no apprecisile results used only sboutl one
helf the fumdgint tlat vas recomsended,

(e) Controlling Sulterraneen lusects

The Agent 1s sure that Surry County fermers could increwse
pearut ylelds a8 well ne thelr quality by using Aldrin to control
subterrnneen ingects atiecking u.e peamut pod,

The means of controlling L ese insects was publicised at

form meetings, fertilizer neetings of deelers and professional workers,

oevs articles, end nevaletters, Fertiliser dealer: sand insesticide
eompenies have worked closely with the Agent in urging farmers to use

meterinls for controlling these insects,




At the present tLime there sre spproximstely 9,000 seres in
pasture of one type or ancther in Surry County. Prstures have incroased
in the county due % Lhe incressed mumber of livestoek, allotuents, and
land clearing,

The larpest incore from livestock in the couuty comes from
the sele of logs. Approximetely 385 of the total farmers' inoome comes
from the sele of hogs. Swine production fits in well with the crops
grown in the eount .

111, Project Activities
A, Agronory

1. Peanuts

(a) Stem kot Control in Feanuts

Sten rot Las been e mejor fector in reducing peamut yields
in Surry County for the pest several years, In previous years, farmers
have becn forced to dig certein flelds early to keep Lhe disease from
spreading #o repidly., Stem rot has not been too much of s problem
tids yeer for farmers in Soutieest Virginia,

The Agent believes tiat the reason for this is the fuot

that farmers Lave becoe more educated %o the fact tiat ahallow

oultivation, non dirting of peanute when they sre smell, and ploving

under deeper tie oryunie ratter on top of the soil alds in controlling
sten rot, Another factor In the control of stem rot is tlie use of
chendecls for weed control, A number of farmers are using a chemlcel,
mostly Di-nitro, and are getiing good results.




moets wit) the Directors of the Farm Dureeu when possible, and gives

them full ecooperstion in his capecity as County Agent,
8. Farmers Union

Ihe Farmers Union was organised in Surry County the first of
1953, The Agent hes recelved full cooperstion from this organisation
and has met with the Directors seversl times and ssked thelr opinion
on different things perteining to !is overeell farm progrem, This
organisation hes been most cooperative in all things asked of them,

11, TIype of Agriculture

Surry County consists of approximately 306 squere miles.
There are about 38,000 acres in croplend and pastures and approximetely
68,000 in woodland, Surry County is located vithin the coastsl plains
of the Tidevater section of Virginia., The winters sre ratier udld,
giving larger gres’ @ periods for livestoek.

The soil type is sendy to sandy loany the county from both
90il and elisatic conditions, is well sulted for pastures, corn, soyhbeans,
peunuts, and small ruin,

The oidef money crop in Surry Count) is peanuts, There vere
eppraxduately 9,000 scres plented in 1959, Peanuts represest 58% of the
income of Surry County farmers.

Corn is second to peanuts as &« mouney orop in the county, The
corn is sold mostly through livestock, meinly hogs.

Soyboans have incressed in acresge in Lie pest few yeurs.

This is aue to quotes avd sllotuents on peanuta, corn, wud wiest,




1. Brief Deseription of County Organisation
Ae Agroncmy Corzdtiee
The Surry County Agronomy Committlec was organised in 1952
with the eooperation of the Distriet Agent and the VPI Extension
Agronomy Department,

The Commuittee consists of the County Agent, professional

workers in the county, six farmers and & representative from the local
benk, This committee meete in January of eseh yeor and with the asuiste
ance of an Extension Agronordst, plans demongtrations, tours and fleld
days.
B, Livestock Cormittee
The Livestock Com:dttee was organised in the spring of 1957,
This Conmittee met in March with the County Agent and Extension Animal
liugbandmen and made plens for improving livestock in the oounty,
Ce Forestr;y Comndttee
The Forestry Committee was orgenized in 1955, This Committee,
vith the aid of tue Extension Forestrymen has planned demonstrstions
on thimning, killing of herdwood and seedling planting,
The Forestry Commdttee has also halped the Agent in publi-
eising the Intengified Forestry Progrsm in the ocounty,
Pe County Farm Jureau
The Surry County Form Bureau is one of two farm memberahip
organisations in the county, This organiszation hes cooperated to the
fullest extent in working witi the County Agent in his work. The Agent
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