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GPSS Senate Meeting Minutes: September 19, 2024

Meeting: 
9-19-24 from 5:30pm - 7:00pm hybrid in the GLC MPR and over zoom 
Open forum runs from 5:00pm - 5:30pm.

In attendance: 
 Attendees: 34
President | Ronnie Mondal
Vice President | Ranald Adams
Senators: 30
Quorum reached: No

Agenda:

Sep 19, meeting:
 
We still need people to join committees! 
Every Senator is Expected to sit on at least 1 committee or commission 
There are both Internal and External committees and commissions. 
You won't be assigned to every committee you indicate interest in; likely only 1.
 
Director of advocacy:
 CS is addressing a recent funding issue where PhD and MS students learned late about the lack of funding, with efforts underway for short- and long-term solutions. CS has 450 graduate students, with 70% PhD and 30% MS; funding is split among GTAs (35%), GRAs (39%), and other sources.  Funding needs are primarily indicated through GTA applications, which were unusually high this semester.  All qualified PhD students have been funded or found alternatives (Co-Op), but a few MS students remain unfunded.  CS and COE will thoroughly review the funding process to resolve structural issues and prevent future occurrences.
 
Director of Events:
 Tacos with dean.
 4 spots are opened.
Oct 4 – grad connect. – 4pm.
Oct 7 – resource fair (GPSF).
 
Newly added: We are partnering with Career and Professional Development (CPD) for a hybrid Graduate and Professional School Fair Prep Workshop. October 1, 5:30-6:30pm. Register for either the Virtual or In-Person option.
 
Director of Finance:

Semester in Advance Allocations down to  ~$5000.  Fundraising ideas are needed. 
 
Graduate Student Budget Board Committee Assignment: 
    Not hard work but work that has to get done. 
    Please consider joining again if you served last year.  
    Need representative from each of the following colleges (not departments) 
    College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) 
    College of Natural Resources and Environment (CNRE) 
    Pamplin College of Business 
    College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences (CLAHS) 
    College of Engineering (COE) 
    College of Architecture, Arts, and Design (CAAD) 
    College of Science (COS) 
    Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine 
    Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine.
 
Director Of programs:
Very short TFP is opening in mid-October (10/17). Please send to your departments. 


President:
Sexual violence prevention initiative.

Policy 5000 Discussion – Heather Wagoner- Yay or nay?
- 25 yay, 18 abstain 
- Straw poll passes, we will make a 


Civic Engagement and Constructive Dialogue Workgroup
· Waiting on more information from Lauren 


CFA 2024-25B – Senate Comment Period – Recommendation: Waive Right to Comment
· No comments from senators 

Draft CGPSP Resolution – Combating Academic Bullying
· Could not vote due to no quorum 

Announcements from Catherine Cortruppi : Know your Rights event coming up with local lawyer, police, and SECL rep
More know your rights events on more issues later this year (such as landlord/tenant) 
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