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July 1, 1921 - Oatober 51, 1922




Directar J. R. Hutcheson,

on- 5
Blacksburg, Virglmia.
Desr Sir:-

4 t.lo submit herewith the first smmal report of
Extension. This repart covers the peri
!. October 31, 1922 inclusive.

The plan 26 the Extension Work in Vegetadle Growing for the

ginia was drewn up on Jume 13, 1921 in & conference between T. O. Johmson,
Director of the Virginis Truck Experimeut Station end Jodn R. Butchesom,
Directar of Ext Service in Prior to this time no lesder
had besn sppointed for this work, the vegetable extemsion service having
been conducted by the Extems ion Hortioculturist as & minar project.

This Joject as outlined was to be scntmted (a) through commmity end £1014
toTemoN

o sueffort

mmhc---c-opn.uw N

and{v}

thm-—auurydmmn-ltb origl

of this project, severdl modificetions were made especially during the first
stages of the work. It wis necessary st first to secure the imterest and
cooperstion of County Agents who had never received sny special training in
vegetable growing and who did mot fully spgreciste the value of extemsion
work im this comnection, who nevertheless were serving trucking communities.

It was also necessary to ooncentrate all efforts in certain sections of the

. Btate where vegetable groving is airesdy estadlisied., While Virginis renks

smong the leading trucking states of the Union, & large portion of its area
specially in 1ts elewated sections is not suitable for vegetadle culture on
ommercisl scale. For this resson some ococunties in the sastern part of the
state have besn visited & mmber of times dwring the period of this repert,
while mtny counties in the state have not been visited at all. The attached
meps indicate the counties where certain phases of this project are deing

emphasized.

The persomnel of the Vegetable Extemsion Service has comsisted during the
+ Smith, Jr., Olericulturist, employed 3/5
tment who assisted in the sweet
potato wark from July 1, 1921 to December 51, 1921 -~ Jas, F. Eheart, full
time Assistant, from September 1, 1921 to September 15, 1922, ami V. S.
Anderson, who entered upom his work as Vagetadle Nssist mnt September 25, 1928,
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IT - Fertilisers Ajl.u Management .

fruck Experiment Station, Norfolk, Virginia, has
hods of

&8 low &3 75 bushels per scre.
Cantrol of, Insects & Disesses.

An importent feattre of the sweet potsto work is that of preventing the sprdad of
certain field snd storage disenses and destructive inmsects. Virginia produces
normally arounsd five millien bushels of sweet potatoes and the figures from

" sutheritstive sources show that fully 40f of the erop, other than the part shipped
green, is lost defore the storege sessom is over. Since there are no known means
of curing & diseased sweet potato, the work must be extended altogether along the
1imes of prevention. During the year this work has been carried on through selection
of seed, 41 of seed, ion of new seed deds, fle)d inspections,
storage inspections, and most important of all the introduction of 4isesse-free
seed in sections where needed. -

During the past seascm severdl Seed trestment demeustretions were given by the
Vegetable Specislist tirough County Agent F. L. Portlock in Norfolk County. On
one farm part of the seed were selected Snd trested while sn equal guantity.wes
bedded without selection or trestment. Whenm the two lots were harvested, the plat
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A third type of comtrol work is deing done &
strations snd &s an example of this:
at Marion, Virginia, secured several
losses which he had been suffering becsuse of Oabbage Tellows,
to visit Mr, Gréseclose’s field, the writer learned that cabbage

The introduotion of resistant seed into looalities
Wilt of tomsto and Spinsch Blight sre prevaleant, has
yoar to & limited extemt.

The control of insects and disesses in home gardens has met
results, Az example of this might be cited in the case of
- M. Partlow had not bees able to ralse

Partlow writes thet he is much plessed with results and
were satisfactary. A file of home gerdmers is Xept in '™ and timely
information 1s mailed to these direct from this office.

o IV ~ Greding and Packing.

One of the grestest drawbicks tq the progress of vegetadle work in Virginia lies

in the lack of uniform grading snd phcking system. The gegetable extension staff
has 1aid special emphisis on the impartame of adopting standard grades for all
vegetables whether they ®re shipped to distant markets or sold im tle nearby cities.

The U. S, Standard grade for sweet potatoes, irish potatoes, cabbage, eto., is
being used at present, Demonstrations have been given where t)s growers are or-
genised and where & sufficient quantity of ome crop is produced to Justify this
wark.

An exasmple of results obtained tirough thess demoustrations might e cited in the
osse of that held at Atles with County Agest J. C. Stiles. The Vegetabdle Specialist
arrived at Atlee at 10:30 A, M., visited the Chairman of the looal orgsaisstion

and discussed general plane for work in the commnity. At 1:00 P. M., the time
scheduled for the greding and packing demonstration, twenty-six cabbage growers
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than in the case

this point for the first time in & cooperetive mammer and were
T vorx ity Yetny

¥ - Storage.

starége of vegetables in genaral has not been given amy special attemtion except
Oiroulars or en occtstonal visit oould give the informstion needed.
betn taken to develop the storage of sweet potatoss, irish potstoes,

during the winter months.

A% the present time this office has on file a list of thirty-ain sweet potato storege
houses in Virginis with & total storage capsoity of 76,000 busiels. Only & few of
these houses have been buillt under the direct supervision of the Extension Division.
However, many of the cthers have been remodeled snd are mow being Mandled in sccord-
#u0e with recommendat ions sent out from this office. The walue of molern storsge

his 500 bushel sweet potato orop in & house whioh hed beext classed by this Depart-

starage rot was 1008

other details of the work.

starage of irish potatoes being mmch simplier ofn be handled with much less time

of PRatoss and information & subject Iy aAlled Ter
minly by meriet gerdensrs and those who produce & sufficient quantity for home use.
L

Growers in three counties of the state have been producing celery during the period
of this report under the direction of this office and the details for storage have
been furnished in esch csse. The storage of oabdage and other vegetadles, which
ocan be oarried through the winter months, 15 being stressed chiefly with home gerdeners
who &re mking sa effort to provide an all yesr srousd garden for their gwn use.

V1 - Irish Potato Seed Production.

The State Duresu of Orop Bstimstes states that during the past yesr approximately

$vo hunired thousand barrels of seed irish potstoes were purchased by Virginie
truckers from northern growers. The Virginis Truck Experiment Statiom, Norfolk, Va.,
has been condueting iuvestigstions with the view .,nnnuu the roduetion of
seed irish potatoss in the elevated areas of the state. During the spring of 1922

the Experiment Station supplied sufficient quantity of seed for tests at two points

in Soutiwest Virginia. These tests were conducted s demcnstretions under the super-
vision of this office and the informaticg obtained through these tests were sufficient
to watpant the extension of this work.
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VII - Spinach Seed Produstion.

For & mumber of years the Virginia Truck Rxper iment Station has been conducting
investigations in an effort to produce & strain of spinach which would prove
resistant to the Spinach Blight. This work became necessary bécéuse of the
destructive effects of this disease in the Norfolk srea, After elght years of
this work the above mentioned Stat ion has begun to distridute the seed of & strain
knoen a8 Virginis Savey. This strain in some cases last sesson made im yield of
280 els per scre where the commercisl strains made & complete failure.

The average area planted in spinsch in Virginis ry yoar is 5,000 acres. Simce
fwerty pounds of seed Are used per sore, there is & anmal demsnd around Norfolk
for approximately 100,000 pounds of spinSch seed. At the present time the grester
part of the seed used is being grown in the state of New York.

The project of spinech seed production hes been started by the Extemsion Divisiom
with the wiew of supplying & part or all of the demnd for spinsch ased in the
state with seed of the Virginis Savoy strain. The produstionof this seed can

" WBAw OEly TN THO $16VALSd Greas of the state. During the pest year, theee demon-
strations were conducted which show beyond & doudt the sdvisability of this work.
This project will be extended this year on & sufficient scale to supply sbout
3,000 pounde of seed to the Norfolk growers far tlsir mext orop. G. A, Arney
&t Marion, who planted & fow rows of spimach next to his cabbage, wes sble to
#sell his seed at 55¢ per pound this year when the common strains of spinsch are
being sold for 18 to 20¢ per pound.

VIII « Home Gardening.

The home gerdening work &8 conducted by this office is expanding rapidly from
month to month. While it must contimue to remain secondsry to the commercial
Sctivities, every effort is belng made to resch every home gardener who 18 in-
terested in securing informstion on the subject. A garden index system is bdeing
uted & & means of following wp work in this connection and the efferts of the
extension staff are meeting satisfactory results ii every partioular.

IX = Club Vark.

The gerden olud work has expsnded through the periocd of this report to such & degree
that it would be safe to say timt the Sctivities of the clud children in meny
directions have been trebled. This is pprimps the most fruitful field of vegetable
extonsion endesvor and while the administretive side of the club work will comtinue
%0 be handled by the State Clud Leader sud his staff, yet this office feels & per-




greater interest in the groject. The summry gi
mmum--—-«.ﬂ- vegetadle work.

Ssners) Sumsery of Work.

Humber of demeustrations arrsaged and given
Fumber of sgents meetings attemded

Bxecut {ve conferences

State conferances

State county meetings
Comty committes nn\l-
Loosl orgenisations formed (hltmulﬂwi-)

Postars written
Oommnity exhidits

mt o visited
Parmars’Institutes sttended

house plans supplied indtviduals

regearding seed prodwtion
Nunber of demonstretions comiucted for this purpose
Fonber pounds of Virginia Sevoy seed produced om sbove plats *
Price received per pound for seed sold
Number Oounty Agents cooparsting in this project

Fumber farmers interviewed regerding proiuction of seed irish
potatoes

Bumber of demonstrations conducted for the sbowe purpose
Amount of certified seed ordered for next seasons planting
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club mmbers receiving informsticn direct from

letters written
axniditing vegetadles
‘receiving written oriticisa about s
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In Charge of Vegetable Extension.
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July 1, 1921, October 31, 1928,

Courties vipited ome orf more times by Vegetallp
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