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1955 

Beth County 1a located in the veatern part ot ViJ'giAia. It 1-

bounded on the eaat b;y J.u<'USta c0UJ'lt7; on the s outh tv Allegbuy coant71 

on the no:-t.h by Highland county and on the wst 'qr' W.at V 1nla. It 1-

altuated t en the Shenandoah and Allegha,l;r -,t.a1u. Tbe tat.al area 

or the ount7 la approxi.matel7 550 aquara ailea . More than balt la owmd 

b;y the •. s. F at !-ervice and tbe V 1n1a State C-natlon Coa:uea1on. 

t be aubatracted 17,000 ac a owed tv the V1rg1nia Hot 

Spr1nr-a COC""an:,, Incorporated a.-.:1 the 000 acrH opented the .Udden 

Valley Fa: ':here are 50 privatel7 ovned hunt clube operati~ in tbe 

county, alao :nony private estates , acme or which an o rated u ru. . 

Thia leaves only a uall portir:>"l or the count7 ontrolled ard operated by 

:-a v:io live on the land • 

The topov.rapby 1a var, NI': ea the entire count7 h oria--4 

ount.ain rid a and aaall •alle7• • nie are three -1n tanaiac areuJ 

the ,0\.1Jl8G• 1::-e t1V'9r Valle:; in tbe aaat ; t V&1'11 Spring• Valla7 1n tbe oe~ 

1 the Jaclcson vu Valley in tbe watern part ot the ount7. The 

r e in elevation 1a rran 1100 reet on he 10\lllr a!"Jli or the Cowput Ri ... r 

to n e: 4~ rent on top or the ill• han7 aountaina . 

th ia a v a ion ount7. The la eat industry bei the V1r 1n1a 

:i C ~ , In~orporated, operator• or The U-atead Hotel the 

a- ea Inn. The l!ot :;pr~• C alao 1n the 

coun\r, o a· 7 Grade "A" 1111k to the Hotel <lMoata and eaplo:;wea . 1-ba are 

al , ,,. ,, on th ta: ror F.otel • . 



A.lrtost the eDti.N co1.tt1ty 1a a hunt1 J)NNJ"ft . l'.oI'9 than 

in• ll em:e are sold ill t county each :rear, vith only one- third or 

these in to cOUDty ruidenta , There are about 600 tanaera 1n the 0. cOUDt7, b.lt only approx!J:lately one-thlrd or theH an full t111le tamers. 

II . 

J.. ~ the Inccae or Cur LivHtoclc ,_n 
roat or our laJ¥i 1a ro h a auitable onJ,y tor hq, putuN , or 

trees, Livestock 1a t he aa1n Dterprin ill the count:, for tbll t'ull tiM 

0 
- avera beer atU. herd 1a 20 cows , bat -t r~ra alao 

r ari:iera de nd OD the 1no- fl-a U.. two 

0 proJe t.a fo:- th~1r livelihood, 

• • • 0 

adJitiC9 o the t'ull ti.M farmer■ who depenll .i.»t •DtiNl,r 

on l1ves•"C . , we b ve the part-tiM r ra who de ad aa liw■took tor 

1r ! inccr • • part-tiJDe tamer■ are cludtted 1n th1a oate1017 

7 eit.. r ""•le for the Hot Sprin/r• CcapeDY dart• tba HallGD or 

ut pulp wood for the ... at Vir!'1nia Pulp and Pa r C~ at ConJlstGD. 

or t.'im:I vould rather be full t1.c;e rarmr■ , b.lt tbare 1a juat not 

~h la."ri to o around • 

B. .Adequate F 1n&Dc1 

T .OI'9 1a only one Ban~ 1n the county, and it h ~ated at Hot 

Spr•.,~s . :'hla is a Y r,Y atrc aaall bank , b.lt lt doe■ not cater to the 

farm rrow::is . The loaeet o!'tie• of he Fana Credit Adainiatration 1a in 

Staunton, 60 cllea frcz, W Spri~s , and the n11arest ran Ilea. .ldminlatration 

ia 1n lexlncton, 50 ailea rrca !./ Sprilll'S , 

F rs on th Cowpaature , vhi h 1a our lla1n corn prod0,01JIP, area, 

wouU feed a conalderable r&llllber or cattl , h"I'■ , 1111d ■beep it !1mne1nc 
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Since beet ca tle pr esent a reater port.ion ot oar ilklCS. than 

I an;, other entarpriae , then maj or • phaaia vill be pl-4 on thia phue ot 

our tot.tl ,iculture . Our f&-"""ra have done a rairl.7 decant job ot p..­

duci and i:arketiM their er catUe . In fact ■oat or °'"' ■ouata1n 
farmers in V inia are prett1 !'ood cov tra ,en . Howenr, thla •~t:IJ:iea 

hea lt:i dravbo.cka , aa hey u.y tradin vith a better cov trader . 

The firs calf sale for Both county vaa ■tarted lo 1~). Thia 

re cause or ita ba ound and lcnovn -ralue read1.l,)' accepted l,r 

■oat o our far-era . In 1954 a yaarlin aale vaa started for tbe cowrty, 

• 
0 

rut aince 

very rev r 

se a11lea had not al.Md 1111ch public ity 0UMI vaa not oeptad , 

ra tooic part 1n it . An lntenai,,. prOf'lWl vill be started 1n 

1955 o acc:ualnt thoee farara vho have not ta<an adnntan or the ...,.r 

• - 11ar.cet a. In t!!la vay will raiae the lnc0111e or our farmers . All 

e,ic ared to do a tter job or produ i , taadi , and 

0 B. Sheep 

• • 
• 

e Cur sheep population 1n Bath county exceeds that or beet cattle • 

• 
ahee 1n the count1 and c oul.d nry protitabl.7 lncroi&H thla 

b JO to 50'; . Houever, thla will not be attaapted until 0ll1J' 1.nc- pe-we 

~ llveat.-,,..k ca.nitte felt that we had ■ore chance of lncre ialng 

our inc ODO bj· ood aheep IIIAtl4 nt pra· icea than b:, arq otb1r •thod• 
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The t cr-e , 1:1aJ or a.Ilia vill placed on the ahe p productian 1n 1955. 

IV • 

I. . Pasture 

t.'i county 1a in a natural blue- u• &Na. The alantian rll.llP 

ia fr 1500 to JOOO feet , vith cool night.a and plauaat dqa dU!"1nc; moat ot 

the • The avera; e rain fall 1a h h and a drout.b 1a a rarlt.y, Tha 

ex ellent pas Win.7 condit,iona aa 1a f ound in Dill' aoil, cliaata , and 

t o~ p1i;y, tend to lllake r ra apatheti t ovarda ern put lllpl"Oft-

r.ts . In 1953, there vu littla if •iv ladino clowr bei.nr 1111ed tor pu 

The vu o:,o f"leld 011D here in the Talley by the Vi inia Hot Spr 

C pan;, w.o h 

COIi to .aza it • 

n 11 in 1 t tor hay becauH they t.bou,,ht it would kill a 

put;ire d ,utrationa in the put :,.ar haft helped to 1Jlp?'Oft 

this situation materia , howYer, addit i onal daonatrationa 11111 be uaed in 

1955 alone 111th a paatur tour 1n thia and adJo 

B. illalta 

countiu , 

~1th our inadequa at.UN pro a , our r .... r• etill aN able to 

ticu 

Part or t.'ua 

nll!lber or livuto,•, t han t hey aN able to OV9~vinter , 

be d~e to the !act that w oontim e to atack hay 1n the field 

and reed it on the r r ..ind , a toc , t.hia hq crop ia aad• up ot nati.,. uu•• 

vithout le a . 

illalta baa en tried by 

Tne cCIIIIU ttee 11 • not abla to detarsine the cauae or these tai.luru 

1n fo:-:»r ;ear • llo-Jever, t y did realise that • people were Olli 

a alta a adully in Bath county flll'Mn ban begun to uk about it.a 

cuJ.t,, • Sever 1 dem?natratlonal a edt a 11111 put out in 1955, u.tng 
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different variet,ae at di.fferettt elevations . Alfali'a can increase our 

inca:ie by 25% if w are able to r ov it aucceaatully on ever)' t ana. 

v • 

Thore is no co~entration of the population in Bath county and 

c 1uently very few complete food atorea alXI no Super Marketa . t'htn it 

is .lJ:rier tiva that moat people in the <iounty produ• their CIVIi treah ftge-

tables . 

An int..onai ve arden pro 8lll will be put on 1n the count7 dw-inc 

the sprln.1 an:l s.ll:lMOr . At least three i,arden tleetiq.a vill be bald 1n tha 

early spring and rardan tallc.o and garden writing will be done tbrouch011t the 

season , It was thou-ht about havin a r arden demonatration in aana central 

location 1n the county, rut it waa side tracked for tha lack o: complete 

info tion an:l facilities fo putting on auch a deaonatration, Speciallata 

from the coll.e e will used on the arden prograa with tha t~ra , hou.e-

wives an:l 4,-11 club membera , 

The garden pr ojec t will bi stre .. ad in all -4,-H club -tings allll 

recOl:ltlell.led to each 4-H lub member. 

0 VI . I - ,Ill 
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A, Cali' Sale 

In pnst years Bath count7 produced aa good calvH u 8Q1 00W1t7 111 

Virginia. However , the7 didn ' t rat their calve■ 1n as nice a paclcage a■ the7 

should >-.nve , and co-,sequ~ nt~ were not able to con■ign them to any of tha 

Vir inia Feeder Cali' sales . 

B;r te::i;,orar7 &rrlllll'e:iant with Hll(hl.ani count.7 in 195J and 1954 w dU 

take part in t\/0 su h sales . In 1955 we will t our ealvea read)' for the oalt 
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sales a!'li vill plan ahead to de orn, caatra and aa thu u «ood u w 

can . -n1n w vill elJ vi h Hi hland count7 r r■ • 

B. Lc::ba 

th ocnt7 r . ra "'1 ce top he and the aarlceti tcr 

will be en~o11r ed in 1955. To do thia the !armer 111111t dock and cnati-te 

his l !'Ii w:e them ret to the top fl"adea . 11&rk■ ti problm:,a vill 

he dii;c :::ed in at least tvo meetings . e 1n the •-r and one in ear¼ 

fall , and ta n to the fa ra b letter a!'li hcae daita throughout U. 

year . 

C. lool 

The clip or the count for the put M'Hral 7Hre bu en 

diYided in a f1Ye dllferent aarlceti anes . Scae of the vool goea to 

All• all!'- 1/ool l-<>'>l, which v aold 1n 1954 for '61. JO cvt . The 

balance of ~ !e transrorted either to Staunton , Harriaonwrg or Montere7 

to be added to ti vool pools at t hese placu or aold direct • 

fa ra vart and vill cooper ate vith the pr aa thia year to 

at r all of 01.1r vool under e pool . Thia ve:r the !arar vill hen 

din, t con r l ove r tt.e vool pool and vill hen additional bargaininc powu 

Cl!US of tr.e lar:'.er consi n a . 

A etl vith t~ vn at.eep a cialiat 1n attendance v1ll held 

in ear!7 A,Jril and a ahe p aheerini:: demonatration 1n Ma7. 

m . 
\nee our mm r one liV11 ■tock problea 1a that or "inter t'Nd it 1a 

thou~ t. t t DOr 11 vu tock coHld he kept 1n the count7 ll our food .-toreee 

va ~~led mo err cently . or inatance , ■oat of our hay ia ■tacud 1n t.ba 

Ci lei . ··ov this b a fairl7 econcaical hod of ■toring ha,,- nen t.hau&h a 
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lot or t rutritional value ia loat by tha air aunli. ht , 'l'mn too , 

a lo o,. our - oes to veete in the early • r rroa too aioh rain on 

1 and c:ttlni; too late . We vlll try to eid the proble• in 1954 by 

atori - sa::ie of our er p in alloe . 

dconstra ional trench ■Hoa v1ll build 1JI the county 

!' ~Oros vJ.11 ept on the , tor.ing and reeding or the ,ropa rra:i the• 

iled ~• rac .a a beile<i hay ator • racllitiH vU1 be stN■Md 

dnr lnr. th year . 

This plan vu develo, d froa idea■ given at \we r-r -t1nc1 

v~.Aln plar.nin llveetoelc and pasture probleu w diaouued. 1- do not 

ve a oPnt,y o,ird or >,rr1 ulture , but do have liftatock and AuODCIV 

(FlellS turn to Mrl par,e for calendar) 
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o~tra ion 

t.hornl.n;; t omtration 

traticn 

Wool 

Ca.lr ting 

4,-H Jud illl: School 

Future ",;orJc 

Conservation ,lark 

thorning 

en etinl! 

Shec-1 Schoel 

H tUN Toi:r 

Garden 

Wool Pool 

rut S cWiet 

TI 

l..a.mb N 1ng 

of al A!'raire 

s . 

AP.ent 1e Con!'erenoe 

Paat Tour 

Silo Duionatratioa 

Clradi tor Call Sale 

Cal.t Sau■ 

Report vr1t1.nc 
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