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located in the western part of Virginia, It is
rusta county; on the south by Alleghany county;
and on the west by West Virginia, It is
ah and Alleghany mountains, The total area
550 square miles., More than half is owned
and the Virginia State Conservation Comaission,
tracted 17,000 acres owned by the Virginia Hot
the 8000 acres operated by the Hidden
rivately owned hunt elubs operating in the
rstates, some of which are operated as farms,

of the county controlled and operated by

is very rugged as the entire county is eriss-crossed
small valleys, There are three main farming areasj
7y in the east; the Warm Springs Valley in the cen-
the western part of the ecounty, The
n the lowver end of the Cowpasture River
nountains .
lhe largest industry being the Virginia
yrators of The Homestead Hotel and the

npany also operates the largest farm in the

to the Hotel Ouests and employees, Lambs are
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y is a hunting preserve, More than 3000

county each year, with only one-third of
e There are about 600 farmers in the

one-third of these are full time farmers,.

f Our Livestock Farmers
1itable only for hay, pasture, or
in the county for the full time

'n and ¢

ivestock is the main Enterprise
~attle herd is 20 cows, but most farmers also

lepend on the income from these two

M average t

ur farmers

time farmers who depend almost entirely

‘armers who depend on livestock for
farmers are classified in this category

prings Company during the season or

p and Paper Company at Covington,

Pul
farmers, but there is just not

$1
e

unty, and it is located at Hot

the ¢

, but it does not cater to the

Farm Credit Administration is in
he nearest Farm Home Administration

is our main corn producing area,

, hogs, and sheep if financing




rreater portion of our income than

sent a
mphasis will be placed on this phase of
have done a fairly decent job of pro-

In fact most of our mountain

cow traders, However, this sometimes

trading with a better cow trader,

for Bath county was started in 1953. This
and known value was readily accepted by
yearling sale was started for the county,

ad much publicity ours was not sccepted,
An intensive program will be started in
t taken advantage of the newer

AVe N

11 raise the income of our fermers, All

better job of produeing, feeding, and

h county exceeds that of beef cattle,

ty and could very profitably increase this

{11 not be attempted until our income per-ewe

1t that we had more chance of increasing

-tices than by any other method,
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% placed on the sheep production in 1955,

natural blue-grass area. The elevation range
ol nights and pleasant days during most of
1 is high and a drouth is a rarity, The
as is found in our soil, climate, and
5 apathetic towards modern pasture improve-
" any ladino clover being used for pasture.
e valley by the Virginia Hot Springs

ay because they thought it would kill a

in the past year have helped to improve
iitional demonstrations will be used in

s and adjoining counties,.

program, our farmers still are able to
than they are able to over-winter,
ve contime to stack hay in the field

s hay crop is made up of native grasses

by many farmers in past years withoutl .uch
able to determine the cause of these fallures
id realize that some people were growing

and farmers have begun to ask about its

seedings will be put out in 1955, using
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ions. Alfelfa can increase our

iccessfully on every famm,

" the population in Bath county and
ood stores and no Super Markets. Then it

the county produce their own fresh vege-

will be put on in the county during
arden meetings will be held in the
writing will be done throughout the
rarden demonstration in some central
was side tracked for the lack of complete

putting on such a demonstration. Specialists

sad on the garden program with the farmmers, house-

et will be stressed in all 4-H club meetings and

1b member,

produced as good calves as any county in
idn't pget their calves in as nice a package as they

e not able to consign them to any of the

with Highland county in 1953 and 1954 we did

1955 we will get our calves ready for the calf
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ate and make them as good as we

county farmers,

ce top lambs and the marketing by prade

is the farmer must dock and castrrte
top grades. The marketing problems will
ne in the summer and one in early

r and home visits throughout the

the county for the past several yeers has been
erent marketing areas, Some of the wool goes to
in 1954 for $61,30 ewt, The
teunton, Harrisonburg or Monterey
places or sold direct.
perate with the program this year to
This way the farmer will have more

! will have additional bargaining power

precialist in attendance will be held

netration in May.

roblem is that of winter feed it is

n the county if our food storage

nce, most of our hay is stecked in the

nethod of storing hay even though a
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by the air and sunlight, Then too,

early summer from too much rain on

to aid the problems in 1954 by

trench silos will be build in the county
storing and feeding of the crops from these

{led hay storage facilities will be stressed

ed from ideas given at two farmer meetings
re problems were discussed., We do not

re, but do have livestock and Agronomy

for calendar)
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