
Reminder…

Remember to submit department news items by Friday 3 p.m. of each week to Will Pfeil at wpfeil@vt.edu for 
inclusion in Inside VT WOOD each Monday morning. All past issues of Inside VT Wood reside on our department 
website under the publications link.

News From Paul Winistorfer
• Our Graduate Student Spotlight this week is on Sudip Chowdhury, PhD candidate working under the guidance 

of Dr. Chip Frazier. Sudip is studying establishment of a rheological tool for xylem analysis to understand the 
behavior of cell wall polymers. He is also trying to correlate wood-adhesive durability with rheological properties 
of wood polymers using fracture testing, DMA, NMR and other methods. All past Graduate Student Spotlights are 
now shown on our website under our Graduate Student link. 

• Thanks to Debbie Garnand and graduate student Brian Perkins for personally taking care of our recycling effort 
over these past many months. As you know, recycling service has returned to our department from a central 
effort and you are encouraged to recycle as much as you can. Debbie and Brian took their own initiative to 
transport materials to the central facility on campus when pick up service was not available. Thanks Debbie and 
Brian. 

• On Tuesday December 11 Associate Dean for Engagement Bob Smith is holding a CNR extension meeting at the 
Brooks classroom. All CNR extension faculty and agents will be involved. 

• On Wednesday December 12 we are holding a graduate student symposium sponsored by Eastman Chemical 
Company Cellulose Esters / Coatings Technology Group. Eleven of our graduate students will compete in an oral 
presentation competition for a $2,000 cash prize awarded by Eastman. Presentations will be held from 9:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m. in the Fralin Auditorium. Abstracts of the presentations are available online at http://www.woodscience.
vt.edu/pdfs/Eastman_Abstracts.pdf. Please stop by and support our students and learn of their work. Thanks to 
Dr. Kevin Edgar for orchestrating this symposium.

• The department Christmas luncheon is Thursday, December 13 in the Brooks classroom. Come join us for 
lunch and Christmas cheer!

A Friendly Reminder From the Engineering Lab

The stacks of wood composite I-joists in the Engineering Lab are research specimens. Because the tests being 
performed are non-destructive large lengths are required for testing, these I-joists take up some room. However, 
these are research specimens and should be treated as such. Please refrain from using them as tables, seats or for 
storing other research materials. These I-joists may be moved at any time, so the safety of any items placed on the 
I-joists cannot be guaranteed. For any questions, please contact Dr. Hindman at 231-9442 or dhindman@vt.edu.
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WOOD 1234 Attracts Students to the Wood Science Program

By Phil Araman

The WOOD 1234 Fall 2007 students gained a lot of knowledge about wood and forest products and the 
environmental benefits of using wood verses other materials. Three of them are joining our program. Two more 
students are strong leans to join our program, and we are a potential option for five more students.

WOOD 4634 Students Present Their Business Plan

By Bob Smith

Students in Smith’s WOOD 4634, Forest Products Business Management present their business plans for a new 
product - an innovative style of wine barrels.

Professor and Department Head, Department of Forestry – Position Available

The position of Professor and Department Head of the Virginia Tech Department of Forestry is available and the 
search has begun. Please see the web resource site established for this important leadership search in our college:

http://www.forestry.vt.edu/searchresources

Photo of the WOOD 1234 students on their last day in class. They look happy. 
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 I am Sudip Chowdhury, a Ph.D. candidate. My 
upbringing was in the Eastern metropolis of India 
called Kolkata, in a close knit family. Though we lived 

in the big city, our life was far from the hustle-bustle of it. 
Along with the education, my life circled around several 
extra-curricular activities like sports (mainly Cricket, ping 
pong and Soccer) and other cultural activities. 

After high school I joined the University of Calcutta for 
my Bachelors degree with Chemistry as my honors subject. 
During that period I got interested in bio-chemistry and 
behaviors of bio-polymers. With that interest I joined the 
Forest Research Institute, Dehradun, India to pursue my 
Masters in the field of Wood Science and Technology. The 
new and interesting sphere of natural polymer composites 
(wood being the finest of the examples) opened up before 
me. I decided to pursue my career in the research field of 
wood and bio-polymer composites. With that aspiration 
I started my second MS degree in Washington State 
University under the guidance of Dr.Vikram Yadama, 

an alumnus of Virginia Tech. My efforts were towards enhancing the durability of oriented strand 
composites by modifying the adhesive used. 

I joined Virginia Tech in summer 2006 to pursue my doctoral study in the Macromolecular Science 
and Engineering interdisciplinary doctoral program under the guidance of Dr. Chip Frazier, professor 
of Wood Science. I am investigating the effects of tissue maturity on wood polymers. Also, my goal is 
to correlate durability of wood adhesive bonds with inherent rheological behavior.

Sudip Chowdhury, Ph.D. Candidate
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Virginia Tech Business Technology Center Offers Business Assistance

If you are working with industry in our state remind them that the VT Business Technology Center offers assistance 
to businesses. There is also a satellite office in Martinsville serving Southside. Make the most of Virginia Tech 
resources to help our industry.

The Virginia Tech Business Technology Center (BTC) helps emerging and evolving technology-based businesses 
assess and quantify their business opportunities. It is a resource available to entrepreneurs and businesses 
throughout Virginia; and is part of Virginia Tech’s statewide economic development support activities. All work done 
by the BTC is kept confidential to the client.

Typical BTC studies include:

Market Research•	

Market Opportunity Assessment•	

Competitive Analysis•	

Market Strategy Development•	

Business Plan Development•	

Financial Modeling and Pro-Forma Development •	

The Southside Business Technology Center (SBTC) in Martinsville, VA, maintains a close partnership with Virginia 
Tech’s Business Technology Center, the Pamplin School of Business and the Office of Economic Development at 
Virginia Tech. The purpose of the SBTC is to promote economic development in Southside Virginia. 

Lunch and Learn program

Lunch and Learn program to begin in January. Beginning in January the department will host a once-a-month ‘Lunch 
and Learn’ informal brown-bag lunch program. This is not a formal seminar program – but an opportunity to put 
topics on the table for anyone in the department to participate in. Volunteers are needed to lead a discussion on a 
topic of your interest for each month during the spring. 
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