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DMII-'M Extensien,V.P.I. , T
Blacis burg,Va.

.Dear Sir -
I deg leave to submit herewith a report of the extemsion work comduncted

by the Depar of Hor ture- of
for the peried degimning July 1,1921 and ending Mu;r 31,1922,

CEROMNEL -
The staff during the 'orl.l under discussion has comsisted of Messrs.
P.ANots and Kent Apperman, full time assistants and G.S.Ralsteon, hor-
ticulturist, employed one third time.

Rroapper al=ost his entire Sime to the project dealing with sweet
potato production and sterage for the six months beghmming July 1,1921
@nd ending December 31,1921. The results of his work are included in the

report of Vegetable Extension.

ERJECTS
The Horticultural Extension naturally falls inte the genmeral divisioms
comoerned with (1) Preduotion, (2) Harvesting md Packing, (3) Marketing.
These general divisions have been sub-divided inte mumerots preojects-the

relative importance of which varies from year to year due to seasomal

conditions and to the persommel of the staff. mxi it 1s obvious that the

projects in numerous instances are closely interrelated and that the suo-

osss of certain omes is largely dependant upom the proper development of




others, yot om scoomnt of greater ease of comduet and olassificatiea,
Ahe division into numereus subsidiswy projects has been adhered te im
i the work and in the repprs.

The several projects and discussien of esch follows:-

Oxsherd Mansgement-Supervisery. The object of this project has besm dis-
. eussed in dstail in p reperts, 1t will suffice %o

say at this time that the™Orghard Mansgement - Supervisory” was put inte
operation to prove the worth of the recommndations advocated by the hor-

ticultural Extension staff.

m-'pn;a; B rgely served its purpose; the nmmber of management demon-

strations was gredually limited since other methods gave equal service to

& greater number of pecple and to & larger area of orchards, Oemsequently,

— the member ¢f orehards included in this project has desn reduced gradzally

from & maximum of nearly sixty, widely spread over the state, to twelw

which are located in Albemarle, Asherst, Prederick, Heary, Loudoun, Orange,

Pulaski, Nansemond, Warren, Warwick and Wise counties. There are two in

Henry County.
The number of supervisory orchards, however, has incressed Blightly the
past ssason due to special conditions, more particularly to the great in-
cfease of disesse and insect injury and to the more or less general run-
down due to lax care following the dissstrous oconditions of the past ®iree

years. Purther, as in Hemry County where & large srea of new plantings sre




.
ooming into bearing and in the Bastern part of the state under homs er-
@hard or small comssrcial plantings, or under special or sbmormal oendi-

tions, it seemed advisadle to again illustrate the value of good orchard

maisgement on & small scals.

¥o doudt this type of work will Il-yl‘h more or less in 31ince

constantly changing methods and new imnovations will need special demon-
stration to prove their worth. For instamce the use of “Oriterien™ erchards
S0 fully test and prove the walue of the spray service to the growers of
-;mu distriets may become necessary. However, this type of service will
be limithd in 50 far as is coméietent with maximum worth, since, if carried

to its logical comclusion it is very exsoting in time requirements.

No special ormganisation has been effected as machinery for the comduet of
this work. Existing cooperstion with the county agents or local hortieultumal
secretaries has served to carry the work. The splendid cocperstion of re-

lated departments in m eollege is gratefully acknowledged as of special

Melp in formulating plans, in this as well as in ;nur projects.

In all 30 confersnoces were held at the college to formulate plans for this
project; 49 conferences were held in the state with growers; 2 press arti-
cles and one oircular letter were dritten as well as numerous letter of

information,

Perhaps twelve or more local leaders were trained; Swelve counties visited;

approximately 30 days spent in the wrk. It Is impossible to state the sphead




of the work dat it is known that & successful demonstration will bring
wisitors from owr & redius of ten or twslws miles. This -n‘h.-tu
happened the past season; for instance, the _lmll-‘l-lll i
———————rgarren-County drews Visitors SOSSUARILy Irom Nappahannock, Feuquier
Clark comnties and has firmly established the prestige of horticultural
extension work in that section of the state. The demomstiretion orchard in
Warwick County has been & source of surprise to both the farmers and urbean
population of the Newport News section. Numerous articles have appeared in
the logal papers concerning the fruit in the demomstration orchard and

many visits have been made to view and purchase fruit. These are examples

of the spread of the work about sach .r‘n. demonstration orchards.

Orehaxd Nsnagement - jdvisory. Pavorsble results in the cenduct of the
"Supervisory” demomstrations lead to a oconsidersdle demand for assistance

in the of plans. This sall +only-from .

with whom the horticulturists had deem working, but also from larger grow-
ers who had observed the results in the management demonstrations. All of
these ralised that service of less exaoting time requiressnts was necessary,
since constant supervision could not de sxpected. To meet the need the

"Advisory” demonstration orchard project was established.

Advisory assistance in this project 1s deemed to mean that sauffiocient inspec-
tion and study of the orchard in question has been made by the horticulturists
to permit them to propess s proper mnagement plan for a certain ensueing
peried, but it does mot include smy supervisien of the work by the horticul-

taral staff.




with the erelard msa-

ager and ower. Inspection frem time to time gives dats from which future
managemsnt is prepared. Usually two or three visits to the orehard per

Joar are all that are

This plan of work has met with approval and could be enlarged to the peint

that & large foree of men would be 1y limits

have to be observed. The fast that each orchard is a special problem omte
itself eliminates the need for special machinery or organisatiom, other tianm

the assis tance of the county agents.

Seventy-five conferenges have been held at the eollege - between college
workers - regarding the condnet of this )nmi;lﬂ conferences were held
out in the state; four newspaper articles were written. The results are
encouraging . The orchard under advisory sttention serves as a source of

for tha in many robabdly o third of the —

apple )-ﬁ-r; of the state have besn reached in greater or lesser dagree
through this preject. Several of the largest and most preminent crehards

of the state are included in this project.

Ersning Preject. Pruning demonstretions have beem ome of the major lines
of work of the extension foree for several years. The constant follow-up
in pruning work is due to several conditions, among which may be ment ioned
(1) The initial work was largely corrective in mature and the trestment
during succeeding years differs greatly fmm the fnitial trestment, (2)

The many different agesof trees that have to be treated, (3) The many new

plantings that are developing, with meny of the managers new in horticul-

tural practices, (4) The inclusion of new linnn-, (5) T™he development




- of new pruning practices or methods of applicatiom.

fwo genersl methods are Yollowed: (1) A demonstration conducted in the

field, during which the n and prectises
as he prunes the tree, (2) Pruning schools held partly indoors, at which
time pruming is discussed in detail with particular reference to prestices
and their resction on tree growth and produetion, and partly out-doers,
where the prinmciples discussed in-doorsafe put inte pwectice. Generally s
day 1s spent at such & school; the foremoon being devoted to the in-door
work and the afterncon in prectieal spplicetion in the orchards. The formar
type 1s best adapted to the home orchard sectiom or less importent commer-

oial seotion and the second type 0 the large commercial areas.

‘The orgsnisation necessary to the proper conduet of the yr:z;:m i

largely effected with the county agents and through them with fruit grow-
ors organisations ( largely county associations) or with general farmers'
organisations such as the Parmsrs’ Union or the Farm Suress. Neetings and

are 1y held at school houses where the farmers snd

their children may attend the demonstrationm. .ht fow of the latter metings
were held this year since better organisation made other methods more pro-
fitable. The fruit grower organisations én cooperation with the county agest
arranged most of the desonstrations in the more ispertant commereial coun-
ties. This lead to campaign work; & well arranged itinerary; ease of reach-
ing many growers; good advertising; careful utilization of time and gave

much better reslts than isolated demonstrations.




um—-nummum—.u-n-u-_-:uuuu'-.m
£1014 mootings with an attendanse of 1646, § press articles were writtes,
51 agents were visited and 76 comnties were reshed, 47 demenstration vi-

site ware mads, 12 were pruned and -
were woll traimed for general orehard pruming. Prodably at lsast seveaty-
five percent of the commercisl grarers hawe been resched in greater of
lesser degree mm-pnmnuhh:mfu-—uoth-
orchard men hall the epportunity to receive instructiom.

Demonstration Visits. The project known as visits

sueh work a3 & special visit to an individual grower to give him help

or advice in comnection with some partioular p‘nll-.n to overcome some

unusual situation. Special treatment 1s uwsually required and oftemtimes
" considersble skill is needed. It 1s important work and from its nature

the department receives special yncil'_ Af the results are 1t

4s the type of work that required visits from the sxperimsnt station w fers

befory the extension work was established, Such work hes been useful in

building wp frisndships which have been of value 0 ': extension work.

From the nature of the project it is obvious that mo special organisation
n-nuury.n-uugn:-fth staff is to do such work through the eoun-
ty sgents' office. If he resches the fruit growers they seek assistance
through his office, if he fails them ;ny write direct to the main office

for the assistance.
|

Much of the work listed as demonstration visits has $o0 do with work includ-

od under other projects, 50 it will suffice to say under this heading that




i

- spproximetely um“mmm.—h, SO
with which the frult grower has to deal were resched in this way.

'
Zmit Grewers Orssdisations. It has long been recognized that famwrs' or-
ganizations are mecessary for the conduot of successful sftension werk, <
otherwise it is liable to degenerate into persomal seryice or to the demon-
stration visit type of service, in which cases essential campaigns camnot
be featured. The horticulturel workers have felt this need, since enough re-

sults were not had for the effort put forth.

This matter was put before the fruit growers, not alone with the idea of
buildisg mechinery to benefit the extension service but with the thought

that the fruit grovers practically hawe to sdopt commmity plans and efforts
to achieve ecomomic success, and wikh the further thought that in the devel-
opmsnt u'f their own initistive and plans the wn’y for the extension

-worker would come. Thenm it would come s an invitation from the fruit grow-

ors for us to aid them in the solution of their commumity problems.

It 15 net claimed thet the organisations effected have yet given grestly of
the walue that 1s inherent in them but the bemefits cbtained in the eight

new coumty associations, the three comnty asso that were ) d

and the ome tri-commty arganization formed have Justified their organisation.
These asocistions were founded largely on the thought that they are educational

in nature; that they will study and promote the development of the industry,




but also with the further delief that they form the gretmd work from which

» capitalised o for of fruit

It was hoped that the co¥ideet of emch would be 153

an executive committes, representing seversl locals founded wnder the coumty

organization - the and the tary of esch looal shomld

be on the sxscutive committes. In csse locals were not estadlished the ex-
ecutive committee was elected by districts or from geogrsphical produetion
ocenters. All the more ispertant now have fons;

in three cases ( the thuee largest producing comties in the state | part
.i’I- salaried secretaries conduet the affairs of the organisations.

The results of this effort csunot be y calculated

the suosess of sertain work was largely due to the cosperatiw work of the

such as the work of the cemittes on stand-
ards, the spray service work and the discussiem leading to marksting plans,
cedar elimination plans, etc are some of the broader problams that have in-
terested the associations. Yet, I believe the factor of gres test importamce
has dbeen the get together spirit; the willingness to give and take. and the
lessening of sectiomal feeddag. . In faot the fruit growers are learning to
work together and in time they will wndoubtedly link the associations or re-
plsce them with & state orgsnisation which will undertaks the solution of

state wide prodlems.

Perhaps after all' the greatest benefit of such work should be measured large-

1y in terms 4f isdividual effort put forth for commmity sdwncesmsnt and in




the growth of . ™is » may be looal In mature
But If 50 the pirit grows end the inflsence quiekly widems its area; so

A
while present results may seem gquite large in the aggregate they may e Wt

utmuoqunl‘h-hln-h*lwhmwnm..—l
help but feel that the establishment of & commodity organisation is primari-
1y %o ereate & spirit of self help, in initiative for the duilding snd ef-

feotive of an 7, sad in the that takes place

the extension worker will quickiy find his mission.

Jnsect snd Disease Conirel. Much loss of fruit frem insect and disease in-
Jury has repeatedly cccured in Virginia. Much of this is due to preveatable

fauses but from year to year the losses have incressed, not-with-standing

" wide dispersal of spray salenders, farmers’ msetings, press srtisles, spray
demonstrations and other means used to impmw ve control methods. The sprey
recommendat ions n €iven by this department were not at faclt sinog adequate
proof of their effectiveness was found in the demonstrationm orchards snd else-
where.~=- Phe recommendations were mot put iante general effective use by the

growers.

It was evident that the methods we have used in resching the growers were
e

not wholly effective; they had to; replaced or 1 ed by other

Fortunately, the formeTlon of growers' asscciations, as previously discussed,
afforded & new avenue of approsch to the individual grower. The associssions
not only afforded direct lines of commmication to the individeal grower, dut

there was & chance that they might fumction in building up & campaign Sor better
-




—— —tant parasites- notably scad and codlin moth- and the

of certaia

a8 & part of the prodblem. With the ac-
quiremsnt of such data snd the use of the scoumnlated experience of past

Jears as & basis of our recommendstion, and with the fruit growers' or-
gsuisations as & means of

ting this don to the imdividusl
5 it was thought that an effective spray service might de develeped.

!ﬂ plans for this service were developed; the Experiment Station and the
Crop Pest Commission placed field

men as 1y as means

would pemit, to secure life history informstion concerning certain impor-

made plans to pass the information givem them om to the growers.

hﬁl’ the season opened thounsands of spray bulletins were distriduted. The

Qend

s table, which gave number of such spray

materisls to um; Sime of application; parasites involved and a discussion

. of the value of the spray. In sddition it was ssphasised that date of treat-
ment might be modified within certain limits £o meet seasomal developments
and if s0 this Informmtion would be given out at the proper Sime through Ue

growers' Associations. The spray bdulle tin was supplemented by smother small

bulletin containing directions for the preparation of the cammonly used spray
materials, dilution tables, ste. y




The sprey service was put imto Ia the
-xm‘-l--u—-htu-nuu-nmn-nnmm
geographical districts - time of application of the same spreay waries
markedly in the seweral distriets of Ih. -.. due to climatie variatioms-
was determined in confemence and was Ghen by the deultm

ral Department. A telegraphie upn.'nuh‘ number of spray, the number
referring to sams nusber spray in calendar; time of spplication; materials

to use and purpose of the spray, was sent to each association at the proper

u--ln-n--mnu—-rquu—:un-a-n.a--i}.s

ity of the growers could be mached in twelwe hours from the time the re-

port left the central office. ._ are greatly indebted to the warious agen-

(301 @SV ToF asalstance In This proJect and for Whe Bearty co-
operation of the fisld mem, chambers of commerce and agricultural depart-
ments of warious bamks.

The reslts of this service have been fairly sstisfactory snd they have peint-
ed the way to future uv-u}-n of great promise. At this time the system

is in good working order; its efficiengy is unquestioned and the results where
carefully followed produced as high grede fruit as has ever been grown in the
state. Purthermore, the syray service as conduoted through the grower ssso-
soistions in itself Justifies their existance; it gave them & fiesld of service
and gave them prestige with the growers. Success begets confidence, and with
the conclusion of the season’s Spray service ss & successful beginning we may

expect the associztions to rapidly take forwsnrd steps of continted worth.




The careful nu: mu-s u s -.l- of this nature hes revealed —.

% v;nu-’l; the general spray precedure ai pnﬂuu vy ~ growery lmeffi-
elent equipment, not enough spray material per uu laekx of thorough asgpli-
,.ilu. each application applied over to lomg & period and the use of wmlest-
od spray materials may be cited as factors leading to poor preduetion. Closer
organization of the growers, more equipment and more gemeral knowledge of the
technique involved in successful spray trestment and more trained investige-

tors are needed to make and maintain this prejeet fully effective.

In the comduet of this project there were held 30 executive conferemces at
the college, 286 conferences in the field, 8 information letters were semt out,
15 press articles were written, one spray bulletin and one informstion bul
“IetIE were published, B4 farmers' A
were held, 20 agents were visited, 28 demonstration visits were mde and 30
counties were visited. In addition numerous articles were written for bemk and

fphanber of commerce papers.

Unfortunately all parasites cannot be contrelled by spray trestment and ome of

these, the cedar rust, has become a distinet menace In certaln parts of the swte.
* The York, particularly, sand certain other warieties suffer severely. The ersd-

Seation of the red cedar, the only msans of control, is under charge of the

Crop Pest Commission and, therefore, scarcely comes under the field of horti-

cultural extension work. A% the same time this disesse is of such importance

that it has to receive attention from this department and all other forces ime

terested in horticulture.




m of the nnty uaanu-l now that cedar nn h m ll-nl.g

ful -pMutl- h lhlr county and h- featured cedar ocut-
ting &5 & major part of the year's work. The campaigd meeting with grestest
suocess differs fram that here-to-fore followed in that large aress are in-
volved in each operation and all the cedars within the yrescribed b-ﬂnﬂ;-
are condemmed and qutting is enforced as ome operstion. It is ;.rt-u that
under this plan sufficient territory will be feeed of the cedars to give ef-
fective control. Frevims to this time, exclusive of Frederick County, the
ocedar eutting had been spasmodic and carried om in & more or less isolated snd

diseociated mamner, the cperstion usvally falling to give the desired rellef.

The present campaign 1s very promising and is repidly gaining fawor. Fossibly
“$his dapartment will put On & campaign t0 garry the methods into wider areas
and 1if so it will cooperate fully with the Crop Pest Commission. A Sremsndnons

amount of @ ffort is --u-ry'u carry & campaign of this mature to successful
completion. One man must be in charge locally of & comparatively restricted
territory and s representative of the Grop Pest Comxission has £o be at hand,

at least part time, to legally enforce certain provisions of the cedar rust law.




Smll Pruits. This project is in It second year. It was started to stimlate
n-‘ul;r ll;nn l;;l; i;!lli p;h‘; to give methods leading to swo-
oessful production and to inorease the total preduction so thet.the needs of
Virginia aleng this line might de supylied from within the state. While me
sogurete figues were st hand, it wes estimated that fully 90% of the small

fruit proeducts sold within the state were growm and preserved in other states.

mnt:—umnr-lfﬂu‘mumu-—tum“n-

plantings on many farms and to a certain amount of commercial developmenmt ami
processing in favordd districts. In the latter case dewelopment would logi-
-u’hhpb;o in the large fruit aress where it would serve s an aid in
lessening owrhead against fruit product plants; or im sections where commer-
STAL SENETNg Of UFUSK 6raps 1s whderway, sinoe the Wegetable cenmeries with
slight adjustment might de utiliszed to process ssall fruits. In either local-
1ty the mmall fruit development would lesd to diversification st mmll initial

outlay. ¢

In addition to production for home consumption, commerei 1 preduction to sup-
ply out of state demand was considered. This was pertinent since mrkets are
close at hapl, sesson of maturity adds to the selling walue and the yield is
good. Furthermore, the eastern section of the state has made comsideradle

“headway in commercial strawberry growing, the fruit being sold largsly on the

northern markets st good profit.
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.1 the conduot of this project cooperative work was established with the
Smith-Hughes High Schools, the home demonstretion agents -Q the men agents.
The work in the high schools was established with the idea that it would serve

a8 & commmity demonstration under charge of the school and would lead to either
A

homs or commumnity plantings. The home demonstration work afforded & means
through which small home plantings might be es® blished as part u‘m girl's
elud work. This seemed to be one of the mst promising mesns of developing home
plantings in comprehensive numbers. The work with the county agents was thought

to offer the better opportunity for commereisl development.

The work wes established in the spring of 1921 with the Smith-Hughes schools,

—whth-indfvid d projests. The home agsnts be-
cams greatly interested and have undertaken smsll fruit preduction as clud

and home project work. They could easily nlii- the services of a full time
meun-g. In faet the demend for assistance from all sources is grester tham
oan be met - the work had to be restricted. At the same time numerons plant-
ings are under supervision ower a wide ares and these will be & source of in-

formation for others and will in time probably lesd to the desired productiom.

A% the present time work is conducted with ten demomstration agents and in
five Smith-Hughe's high sohools and work 1s supervised in the ease of twelve
home plantings. Two commmity projects have been developed: The first, the
Toano-Norge projects, where over 100,000 strawberry plants were set ia the
initial planting. At this plsce financial returns were good this year Inspite
of sdverse weatlier and marist conditions and largely mmtrained persemnel. The
screage is inoreasing. The second community project is at Scottsville with
75,000 strawberry plants in the original planting. This planting took plsce

)




; e
last spring, snd it has lead %o the ereftion -s_-_’mn- cannery for fruit

and truck erops. e

A thind community developsent is progressing st West Foint. Alresdy over £1fty

acres are signed for planting next gring. The Walkerton ssnnery corporstisn
1s now comsidering the planting c; small fruits as s adjunct to the vegetadle

canning.

In the conduot of this project there wede 15 execiitive conferences, 265 state
onnhrunll. 4 press micﬂ- were published, 16 farmers' meetings with an
attendance of 4162 were hpld. Several leaders have been developed, Iﬁ‘ agents
and 27 counties have been visited, 4 organisations hawe been formed and 54 de-

monstration visits were made.




Giading snd Packing Frulf. Despite the féot thet careful and wniform greding

amt are ) e roha: ot arops
A c'nn&nm-tu'm-;ncnx‘nmummmugun‘q
o WYL ST GRATRE wad jecking The Fra. Frastimlly ewry Gewer had

Ris bellef as to mnn-_éu-u-nmmm.-,muumm..

to his belief and his meighbor 4id likewise, regardless of how their methods

differed. This did not enhance the value of Virginia fruit om the marimts and

the returns was not as good as the inherent worth of the fruit merited.

From time o time packing and greding campaigns have been put on under the

sdverse conditions of mo recognised to guide the Baturel -
1y no permament nuuva followed these efforts. Several times the questiom of
state standards have been raised without resultant sction. It was discouraging
but all the while patters were adjusting and finally during the last meeting of
 the State Horticultura Sosiety in Richmond a metion wes passed SULOrising ta
of & to prepare for state wide uee. The value f

the grower associations againm was spparent for each one was represented em this

committee and the horticulturlt of the was charimen.

After many conferences and several mestings, a standard for spples was agreed
upon and the federal grades for peaches wes adopted. These grades were pressnted
to and alopted by the déwectors of the society and were thenm published and broad-
casted to the growers. The faet that the best thought of the associstions wes
given to the comzittee prevenfed any por\;nllr oriticism of the grades and it
seems their adoption will become genersl af quickly as the growers can adjust aml

learn the specifications.




The assistance of the Federsl Departmsut and the State Division of Markwts
was of signal value %o the committes.

The mext step 1s to safeguand the grades snd to get them Into general use.

i Our belief was and still 1s that standardization will coms through the gem-
eral use of ln.rg. packing houses - community or individual in case of large
orchards - with field inspection during the packing sesson at least until the
specifications are fully and widely known. Even then the insps otion during

~
the packing season %0 insure careful work may be necessary,

Even prior to the meeting at which the stepe to secure standards were taken
& representative of this department in company with » l- growers visited
the community packing houses of Western New York to stady their methods of

operating, record keeping and house plans, with the bdelief that it was time

to start the commmalty U Tater ity 4
sited the best houses of Maryland, Pemnsylvenia and Vest Virginia. What seem-
ed to be the essentisl features were decided upon and the Agricultursl BEngi-
meering NDepartment worked these inte building specifications and remi ered co-
oparetive service in the scustruction of the one house tIAt was put up aecord-

ing to these plans.

A general campaign was mot put-en 1o ssoure the formation of packing orgmniss-
tions and bduilding of commmity houses. It was thought in spite of comsiders~

ble demand that 1t was best %o gain sotual experience in dullding and operst-

ing & commmity house for & sesson before starting the osmpaign.

Howewer, several houses were constructed or remodeled to conform in some degres

with the specification dresm wp or at least to inclnde certain of the principles
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. set down as " l-l--o

and operated under direct -.m-u-n‘nicqmt. It is owned by the
Pruts pokingham Comty. The op .

ful sinee the fruit passed the state inspection very oredidly. Hendling scsts

were less I_‘lﬁ averege and the fruit sold at a premius. .
3 *

In addition to the work om preparing the standards and in packing houss work
this department gave sssistance to the Division of Mariets in yn--u* ihe

fon of the and details of the cooperstive inspection ser-

vice, which has been initiated this year, to the growers in & series of met-
fngs. It is thought that & wary successfiul mﬁ-m-. in bettering

the grade and pack of the agple and pesch erop of the state.

During the harvest season of the peach & representative of the department was

sent to New York City to look after the interests of a large number of growers

who sold their fruit wely. This ive gave sar -

vice in adjusting matters in dispute and other matters of importance. He also

miﬁnummclho!m oy the comditlom

of their fruit as it arrived on the market.

Much knowle dge was gained concerning the handling of the Virginia pesch erep,
the grading, pasking, losding, eto. that will be of wvalue im conduct ing gred-
ing and packing work in later years. Several needed changes in handl ing the
erops are recognised and this experience is wery helpful in preparing plans sad
arguments to present to the growers, since it has given definite knowledge re-

garding present mathods. o
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—— project. We have wmlw,l_!,w of sur
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work. There is a fleld for in this state, dut

the members of the department are h!ru ococupied with other projects.

It is delieved that the work in landscape gardening should be largely semcern-
od with the improvemesnt 'n farm homes. In the early histery of Virginia the

grounds about country homes were splendidly ndscsped. In more modern times
there has been a relaxation in this respect. The design is neither se well

planned nor as well as I to imp about
uitu homes the development of plans for school and community cemters receie

some attemtion. The oounty agents and particularly the homs demonstratiom agmts

would 1ike to develop this work to & grester degree, and whope thet ultimste-

u-—quw.‘-ma-nhu\mtt-um-m

During the year twenty exscutive and fo in the
state were held to discuss landscape work. Ome mseting with an un—l:nn of
126 people was held, five demonstration visits were made, and eight designs
end planting plans have been prepared. ‘x. addition suggestions regarding land-

soape treatment have been made in numerous u-s‘-- during the year.

Orchard Sites: %o general campaign 1is carried om to encourage larger planting

of orchards in the state. This is not necessary since the late census figures show




—ize

that the region including Virginis, West Virginis snd Pemnsylvenis is the ealy
section where greatly have during the last-dedede.
Unguestionably the epportunity for fruit growing om & profitable dasis is re-
cognised and has led te this development.

On sccount of constant planting there is & eontinual demand for advise in regard
o orshard sites, selection of varieties, plans for laying out the oredard, and

occasionally assistance in planting the orchard.

This development refers largely to commercial plantings dut in additiem, plans

for home are and sent out to general farmers, Acou-

rate figures are not at hand regarding the work dome om this projest, dut it is
»

possible that varieties for 40 home with for planti have

dewen givens 40 TrelaTE SItST NV Deen aad s

have been selected for a large scresge of commercial planting.

Bodent Control.Bess was dome on rodent control the past year than during the
preceding several years. This is due to the fact that the fruit growers have

been woll trained recently in econtrel methods. Howewer, six or eight conferences

18 the state and seversl with the logical Survey at were held. The
lstter were held to discuss the merits of the Wigginton mouse sxterminmater. At
the present time the Bislogical Surwey is investigating .‘n extérminator. 4
bulletin on the comtrel of rodents im the arebard and trestment of injured trees
was prepared and distributed. In addition mimsograped information wes alse bdrosd-
casted. There was not wvery much loss fre rodents the past year 50 the comtrel is

evidently satisfasteory.




Fammers Johools and Ganaral With the exoep of scheels

B
. the members of the horticultural staff do not help to srrange farmers” salicols.

Howsver, at the request of the county ageat or from other sources, the memders
of the staff attempt to have & representative help conduet schools in case hor-

tioultural matters are included. Durigg the period under discussion five comn-

ties were visited in this comnection and thirteen schools with an attendance of

1488 were attended.

’
Niscellaneons Work. There is always a certain amount of work dome that is met
1isted as regular project work. For instance during the past season & certain
amount of tree surgery was demonstrated; selsction of trees for Ml plant-

ing; methods of caring for trees in certain tewns; inspection and ‘informstiom

of orohards and results of recommnded trestments, ete.
In addition to this certain tours of public interest, shoh &s & trip msde by
financial representatives of leading banks in Virginia, Washingten, Saltisore,
and New Ynﬂ.‘nn attended. Quite & large number of county fairs were attended,
at which places our representative judged the fruit or vegetables, and a large

exhibit was put on at the State Pair in Ricmond.s’

Prom time to time jon ion sud top working of horti-

cultural varieties is requested. Letters of inforsation or demonstration visits
are made to {llustrate methods: A bulletin is prectically resdy for press, deal-
ing with the propagation of hortiouliursl orgps. Purthermore, the stody of
diseases of shade trees, eto. has been mede in certain sectioms on eccommt of its

bearing om the selection 57 saterials for landscspe work.
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Genera) Summary. In addition to the sbove it may be mentionsd that the mem-

hrg 39‘ the department during the peried involved have traveled 50,977 =iles;-
have written spproximately S.m\tun. have spent 164 days in the office;
heve spent nearly 62 days at fairs and in placing horticultursl exhibits; have
had 3397 conferemces in the state regarding horticultural mstters; have spent
6 days at horticultural society meetings; hawve prepared and given & talks at
large horticultural conventions; have had a representhtive present at A son-
ference of Southerm horticultural mem to dis cuss marketing of p.r.lubu corps,
and have had & representative meet with the directors of the Pederated Fruit
and Vegetable a;—r- 20 that their plans might be known in detail. In addi-

tion a medBer 0f the staff 1s & director of the State Horticultaural Socle tye

Yours wery truly,

G.5.Ralsten,
Bxtension Hortioulturist.




	vcest008031001
	vcest008031002
	vcest008031003
	vcest008031004
	vcest008031005
	vcest008031006
	vcest008031007
	vcest008031008
	vcest008031009
	vcest008031010
	vcest008031011
	vcest008031012
	vcest008031013
	vcest008031014
	vcest008031015
	vcest008031016
	vcest008031017
	vcest008031018
	vcest008031019
	vcest008031020
	vcest008031021
	vcest008031022
	vcest008031023
	vcest008031024
	vcest008031025
	vcest008031026

