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Essential Questions
• What makes a poem a poem?
• How do poets communicate abstract ideas, 

emotions, and truth?
• What strategies do poets use to 

communicate important ideas?

Big Understandings
• Poetry helps readers see the 
extraordinary in the ordinary.
• Poets use concrete language and 
sensory detail to communicate 
abstract ideas, emotions, and truth.
• Poets use metaphors to connect 
readers to important ideas through 
imagery.
• The structure of a poem often 
contributes to its meaning. 
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