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DESCRIFTION

Fluvarna County lies in the central part of Virgiria bounded
on the south by the Jemes River and the north by Leulsa Coumty.
The topogrephy ie rolling.

Beef cattle are respensible for the largest portion of the
county's income, Foultry ls increesing in the way of larger
commercial flecks,

According to the 1954 Census, there are 778 farms averaging
in size of 146 acres.

There is a trend toward larger farms; there seems to be a
rapid movement in this direction,

CHANGES IN SITUATION

Livestock number in the county will remain approximately the
same or shov a slight increase this year even though the county wes
hard hit by the drought during the sumer of 1957.

Laying hens are expected to increase sharply in sumber due te the

fact that a large commercial egg distributer is expanding hie

eperation and this 1s a market that has not been available in the

past, There is alse a drive by a nearby hatchery to obdtain more
brecding flocks. The mumber of broilers in the county will increase
wlightly because of cemmercial brollerman expanding.

Approxinmetely the same amount of sun-cured tobacco will be
planted, and the number of Grade "B"™ milk preducirs will stay about

the same,




DEVELOPMENT OF THFE COUNTY EXTENSION PROCRAM

The folloving commodity committees are functioning in the
county: Agronemy, Dairying, Livestock, and Forestry.

All of these committees have met this yeer and set-up goals
for the coming year as well as suggested educational activities
te help achieve these goals,

PROBLEMS FACING FLUVANNA COUNTY FARMEFRS

Some of the problems facing Fluvanna County farmers are:

low quality beef cattle, marketing in all fields, much peor pasture,

insects and perasites on crops and in livestock, and large area of
the coumty overgrown in undesirable hardwed trees.
A. AGRONOMX
l. Situatien
The trend in Fluvanna County is to plant les: and
less rov crops except on the river bottoms. There 12 a
definite need for better pasture and higher producing
hasy crops. Contrel of weeds, insects, and rodents is a
definite need.
Extersion Netheds
a. Alfaifa:

(1) Held two demonstrations on use of granular
heptachlor in contrelling the alfalfa weevil -
to be held in the Bybee and Antioch Commumities.
With soth of these demonstration the granular
heptachlor should be placed on a section of the

fleld so it can be comjared te the rest of the
ce2e




field that will be sprayed.

Use mass media %o help bulld up interest in
growing wmore alfalfa in Fluvanna County.
k. Tobacco:

iave demonstration using MH-30 to control suckers
ying with sprayer recommended by V.P.I.
wrage through mass media the using of

Stretomycin Sulfate to control blue mold and

wildfire.

Corn:
ylicise information on preventing damage from

nese Beetle.

Publicise corn for silage in the county.
£ )

Have two demonstretions of eradicating Bermuda
jrass - Central Plains and Kents S'ore Communities,
Establish small plot of Midland Bermuda Grass,
(3) Held six demonstrations in the contrel of ground-
hogs: Kents Ctore, Wildwood, Palmyra, Carysbrook,
Fork "nicon, and Antioch Communities,
Small Orain:
varietal demonstration on barley,
Geals
&, Alfalfa:
Have fifteen farmers to use granular heptachlor

to control weevil im 1959.
_




(2) Twenty-five acres of net increase in alfalfa
acreage.

Tobacco:

(1) GCet three farmers to use ME-30 during 1959.

Corm:

(1) Get five farmers to plant early maturing varieties

of corn to avold Japanese Beetle damage.

Get two more farmers to make use of corm silage,
sture:
Have five farmers to use recommended chemical in
controlling Bermuda Grass.
Get local cooperator establish to handle groundhog
control gas cartridges and get county farmers te
use 450 of them,
Small Grain:
(1) Get three additional farmers to seed barley.
B. DAIRYING
1. Situation
a. Dairying will remain about the same during the coming
year; there are about 32 Grade "B" milk shippers in
the county and four Orade "A" producers, Omne of the
principal problems is marketing; another impertant need
is higher producing cows and healthier cows,.
2. Extensiom Methods:
a. A tour of the Artificial Breeding Center in Rocky Mount

has been planned for Octeber,




After Fluvanna County has been placed on the Area
Brucellosis Testing Program, letters should be malled
to every cattle owner in the coumty - containing a
joiit statement from the county doctors abeout the
danger of humans contracting undulant fever from
diseased cattle,
Goals
a. Get two additional farmers to begin breeding artificially.
b. Get every cow over thirty months of age in the county
tested for Brucellosis.
ESTRY
Situation
a. Approximately 75¢ of the land area in the county is
in wodland of some kind. The vast majority of this

wodland is in hardwod trees that grow slowly and

bring a low price. There is also about 13,536 acres

of idle acres that are producing nothing other than
broom sedge and scrub oak., There is a need for more
pine seedlings to be set out and better woodlot manage-
ment by the farmer,

Extension Methods

a. Form a county forestry club to encourage better
menagement and setting out of seedlings. This club
to be organized in September,

Goals

a. Reduce the number of idle acres in the county by three

hundred.
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Situation

a. Approximately 50% of the farm income in Fluvanna
County comes from beef cattle, sheep and hoga. The
livestock mumber in the county remain about the same
during the coming year.
Some of the needs confronted by the Fluvanna Coumty
Livestock growers are: more healthy cattle, better
marketing, and better quality lives‘ock.

Extension Methods

a. Get the county on Area Bangs Test as soon as possible,

b. Get two good helding shutes built in the county - Amtloch
and Bybee Communities, Hold calf grading demonstrations
on these farms in September and point out these chutes,

¢. Hold meeting during firet part of March of all feeder
calf producers and establish line in the county
determining which producers will sell in Orange Sale
and vhich will sell in the Richmond Sale. Livestock
specialist to show slides on the Virginia B.C.I.A.

Program.

d. Publicize through newspapers, radio and letters about

the change in auction market regulations in selling
lambs.

Goals

a. GCet all cattle in county tested for Brucellosis during

1959.




Get 10 farmers in county to build holdieg chutes,
Get two additional people on B.C.I.A.
Get four additional livestock growers to put calves in
an organiged feeder calf sale.

i CLUB

Situatien

The need of interest ameng school persemnel.
The need fult leaders to help with 4< work,

The nead of educatienal media to sell the publie
on A-H.

The need of more community 4L clubs,
The need of more leadership by club members, and a progras
that will make the meeting attentive to both rural and
urban boys and girls.

Extension Metheds and Geals:

a. Safety:

The 4L-H County Coumcil chese safety as the county-
wide project for the year 1957-58., The teachers in the
individual rooms will serve as legders to create mere
interest, and each club member will be given a
demonstration te give at some meeting during that year,

Electric:

Have one 4~H club member to give an electrical
demonstration at the district contest,

Trauctor Maintenance Preoject:

fave one (< club boy attend the District Contest
and participate in the Tracter Driving Contest, Have
tw-day meetings on Tracter Malntenance for ,(-H'ers and
parents to create interest in Fluvanna en Tracter
Maintenance , The ilnstructors of this meeting will be
representatives of oll companies and local aute dealers,
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Forestry:

Get A~ club boys to set out seven thousand
pine trees, Have one boy give a demonstratiom in
the District Contest,

Sears Pig Chain:

Continue the Pig Chain and held supper honoring
boys that complete the preject,

4=H Camp:

Cet 25 boys to attend L-H camp at Holllday and
send letters to each club member's home prior to the
camp ate.

National 4-H Club Week:

Have a write up in The Dally Pregress and The
Scotteville Sun honoring our parents and get each
paper to run a plcture and a stery of the outstand ng
club family of the year in the coumty.

Special:
Hold Public Speaking Contest in February and have

4= banguet sponsored by local erganisatien and homor
the 4(~H memberswho do an outstanding job in 1958,

Have a poultry Jjudging team at the District

ntest
Contest,

ounty Coumecil:

Hold two or more county council meetings, one in
the Spring and one in the Fall te discuss the yearly
4=H activities, elect officers and have busz sessions
by grades on how we can improve our county 4<H club,

Media:

Have one article in the paper each week letting
the public know vhat the 4-H club members are doing.
Have five or more raedioc programs with 4~ club members
participating.
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