
VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE AND STATE UNIVERSITY 

COMMISSION ON GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH 
Minutes 

April 10, 1979 3:00 p.m. 
President's Board Room, Burruss Hall 

Present: Drs. Bellas, Bonomo, Fabrycky, Hoepner, Hinkelmann, Lewis, Mason, Rockey, 
Ms. Stephenson (for Simpson), Sporakowski, Stout, Watts, Wise and 
Mr. Sweeney. 

Absent: Drs. Bingham, Oyler, Simpson and Mr. Cummins. 

Dean Hoepner called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

1. Announcements 

2. 

Dean Hoepner announced that there would be a meeting of the Faculty Senate 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Continuing Education Center. The meeting will be devoted 
to debating the issue of residency for the Doctorate of Education in Dulles. 

Dean Hoepner informed the Commission that the policy on obsolete 
courses was approved by the University Council at its last meeting. The 
"Master of Discipline" degree is still being held in abeyance. The Thesis/ 
Non-thesis option and the Add/Drop deadline modifications are currently before 
the University Council and were excepted at the last meeting. 

Adoption of Agenda 

The agenda was approved as presented. 

3. Approval of Minutes 

4. 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the Minutes of March 27, 1979. 
Motion passed. 

Revised Format and Instructions for Course Proposals 

Dr. Stout informed the Connnission members that the College of Arts 
and Sciences Curriculum Committee has revised the format and instructions 
for course proposals because of considerable confusion in the past on minor 
items. He noted, in particular, that they are now requesting that all 
proposals include the educational objectives and a description of the method 
of evaluation. 

Dean Hoepner explained to the Connnission members that several years 
ago the Commission developed and approved the current format for submission 
of courses. In view of the fact that the Commission will be asked to 
approve courses under this format, it would be appropriate to take formal 
action on the proposal. After a brief discussion, a motion was made and 
seconded to approve the proposed format for the College of Arts and Sciences 
only. Motion passed. 
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Course Criteria Committee Report - Dr. Lewis 

Dr. Lewis informed the members that a report was not available, and 
requested that the members of his committee meet immediately following the 
adjournment of the Commission meeting to schedule a committee meeting. 

6. Degree Requirements, Standards, Criteria, and Academic Policies 
Committee Report - Dr. Mason 

Dr. Mason reported that the Faculty Senate Resolution on Faculty 
Involvement in Graduate Education has been approved with a few minor 
editorial changes requiring some further consultation. The resolution 
will be available at the next meeting of the Commission. 

7 . Health Service Between Quarters for Graduate Students 

.. 
Dr. Mason shared with the Commission members the concerns of some 

of his graduate students regarding the lack of medical assistance during 
the quarter breaks. He explained that his concern, and the students' concern, 
was that graduate students were required to work between quarters (sometimes 
in dangerous areas) and therefore requested the assistance of the Commission 
to develop some policy changes . 

Mr. Sweeney informed the Commission that the Graduate Assembly was 
investigating the policy of health care between quarters. However, there 
was nothing to report on at this time . 

After considerable discussion, it was suggested that Dean Hoepner meet 
with Dr. Schiffert, Director of the Health Service Center, to discuss the 
feasibility of providing health care between quarters. Dean Hoepner agreed 
to discuss the matter with Dr. Schiffert and report back to the Commission. 

8. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:43 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bernie Curtis 
Acting Decretary 


