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III. Highland County Agriculture

Highland County is often referred to as the Little Switserland
because of the mountainous terrain, cool summer weather, never-falling
springs and streams and green pastures, Highland County is appropriately
named because of its high elewvation, its high ridges and mountaine., The
county's western border followe the crest of Alleghany backbone - a
mountain which rises in southwestern New York and ends in western Virginia,
Maeh of Alleghany Mountain is above LOOO feet in elevation. In the valleys
the elevation 1s 2500 feet to 3000 feet,

Hightown 1s s erussroads village on a erest in the richest valley
in the county. The post office here is at the highest elevation of any
post office in the state, From this erest in the valley at Hightown the
water flows northeastward through the Fotomae River system while the
water to the south flows to Jackson River and on to the James,

The county is noted for its wonderful blue grass pastures, its
beautiful seenery and cool summer weather,

In sgriculture it is classed as & livestock sconomy county a s most

of the income is derived through the production of beef cattle and sheep,

We have here some figures pertaining to the county compiled from the most

recent statistios:

Population of people in county - 1955 eensus LO69
Total land acres in Highland 266,240 acres
Proportion of land acres in farme

Number of farme in county

Number of farms in county - 1950 census

Average sise of farms - 1955 census

Average sisze of farms - 1950 sensus

Proportion of land in eropland

Nusber aeres in alfalfa in eropland

Proportion of land in pastureland

-




Propertion of land in woodland 113,190 acres
Land for road, buildings, lots and

worthless land 44 y203 acres
Animal units per acre pastureland heb acres
Animal unite per acre eropland
Number of adult beef animals - 1955 census
Number of breeding sheep - 1955 census
Number of dairy animals - 1955 census 2,332 head

In studying the statisties for the county, we find that our popula~
of people is decresasing sach year,

Population 1950 = 4841
Population 1955 - LO69

The size of the average farm is larger -« 1950 - 232.2 acres
1955 - 258.9 acres

This i» the third largest sheep producing county in the state with
16,230 mature sheep or breeding sheep. It is the most populated sheep
county., The two counties that have larger numbers are much larger

eounties in area.

The number of animal units per acre, 4.6 acres, per animal unit is

high as compared to other counties. The animal wnits per acre of ervpland
is low at .9 acres, e account for this in that a let of our farm acres

are brush or cut-over land., Our livestock is grased for a longer period

farm snterprises make up a large proportion of the sconomy. There is a
definite trend toward dairying, poultry production, forest produsts ine
come., This includes the production of mapls sugar products whieh is a
minor item, yot this is the only county in the state that has this in
any amount worth wentloning.

The tourist trade is a source of farm income for many farm families

especially during our hunting and fishing seasons,




Hizhland is recognived as being an ideal wildlife county, Hunting
and Cishing provide many howrs of emtertainment for many people,
Iv. rganization

Extension Orgm Lzation to Handle the Program:

T™he prineipal goveming body for the Sxtension program is the
Sounty Board of Agriculture. This board was formed, probably twelve
years ago, and is still intaect with the addition of new members, The
board, at the time of ite organization, was made up of three people from
cach of the ten communities and the addition of personnel representing
several different organizations. The board can be called on when some
phase of the dxtansion program arises and needs the decisions of this
governing body. ‘uring 1959 a mesting of the county board of agrieulture

was not held, Soeselal interest comuittes organizations and short-time

planning comuittess have helped plan the work this year. Our speecial

interest comuittees are active and very necessary in earrying out t.e
ixtension orogram.,
Special Interest Comuittees arer

Ae 1. Agronomy Commdittes
2. Beaf Cattle Committes
a. Marketing Program in Mighland County
3. Sheep Production Commdttee
2. Wool Producers Committee
4e Dairy Comuittes
5. Forestry Committes

Organisations that help with the Dxtension Program:

1. GHlae Grass Ruritan Club
2. Mebowell Ruritan Club
3¢ Belar Buritan Club

L. Vonterey Lions Club




lanning Conmittee:s
gnland County Rables Control Committee;

County organization for Extension work is practically the sams as
it has been during recent ywars except improved on to some extent. We
have added a sub-committee working under the sheep committes named the
ool Producers Committee, This committee was named to handle all affairs
pertaining to wool pool work and the sale of the pool. The work of this
sub=-committee is good. The work done will be discussed later,

A second new committee that was used during the past two years was
the forestry committes, Our forestry committee was founded four years
ago in cooperation with the State Forestry Service, The committee is
active and has done some outstanding work.

v. Project Activities

A. Agronomy - Work of the County Agentj

1 worked with the agronomy comuittes by helping te study recent
data and trends of agriculture in Highland County by using census
figures of 1939, 1944, 1949, 1953 and 1954. 1 then recommended to our
farmars the more adapted varie s of corn and small graine for uee in
this county.

e day was spent working with the general manager of our Southern

States Store working out the varieties of garden and crop seeds that he

could have avallable for Highland County farmers and gardeners,
I also made recommendations on fertiliser analysis that farmers

should use by studying their soil analysis records, Recommendations




were made to probably two hundred land owmers during the year,

During the spring of 1959, I worked with the agronoay committes
and the ASC County Committee in trying to get two or three demonstra-
tions started om applying fertilizer on steep land by airplane. The
share cost that the ASC tate Comuittee allowed for this practiee was
20 little, as compared to the astual coet, that we eould not get any
land owmer to help us with the demonstration, e hope to get this done
at & later date after a better cost share program can be worked out with
the County and Ztate ASC Comuittees.

1 recommend to our growers of alfalfa the use of Narragansett
variety or & mixture of Narragansett and Buffale., Thess seem to be the
most adapted varisties,

During the year several seres of old meadowland and pastureland
ware renowvated - limed, fertilised and resesded, Mr, Bolling has done

More of this than anyone else in the county.

Ia the spring of 1959 I mailed a list of all recommended crop

varistios to landowners in the county. This list was taken from the
list the VPI Lxperiment Station recommended for counties west of the
Hlue Ridge after some changes were made from ay own knowledge.

In May 1959 Wr. Arthus ', dMorris, Inseet Survey Speecialist, helped
us with an inepection o« alfalfa fields over the county to determine the
extent of alfalfa weevel damage we had, It was determined that there
wae damage to all fields we inspected from five Lo fifty per cent, Those
fields that had been treated with fertilizer in sarly spring containing

heptachlor had the least damage from weevil,

o=




2, Besf Cattle Work
Knowing that the production of beef animals, the ecapital invested
and the profits received from the sale of beef animals, is the largest

item in farm economy in this county. More time is spent by the Extension

Agent aleng this line than any other single thing. Tue livestock com=

mittes is a most sctive one,

During the year, spraying of animals for axtemal parasites demon-
strations were held, withough most farsers do this work now. The demone
strations are for those who yet have not started the practice, There
are many portable spraying sachines in use, and at least five custom
spraying macnines,

All kinds of demonstrations pertaining to good management practices
were carried out in all parts of the sounty during the year,

The main objective of the comuittee Ls oryganizing for sales of beef
cattle. luring the year a yearling cattls sals was planned for and held,
Two oalfl sales were planned for and held., ALl of these sales were hald

by Highland and Bath CGounty producers couperating.

Probably the most lmportant Extension program we have in Highland
County is our sarketing progrsa. In this progrem we give livestock pro-
ducers a chance to market thelir livestoek and livestock products Lo the
best advantage. wur different livestock comuittees are the wost active

and helpful committees that we have for my of our programs in the county,




Our marxeting progras can be divided into six phases:

l. Wool pool

2. Commereial ram sale

3. Coumsrcial ewe sals

ke Yoarling cattle sals

S¢ First eall sale

6. Seeond calfl sale

1. Mool Pool = During 1959, 628 persons pocled 100,90 pounds of
wol. This wol was sold outright to a processer of carded wol. The
wool was sold this year for §.5) per pounds which was the highest price for
any pool sold in the State of Virginia. The producers netbed $50,161.21
for the wool.

As Counmty Agent, wy Job wast

To arrange to have wool bags for all producers when they needed them,
To advertise for wool bids,
To hold meetings with our wool pool committes to discuss wool bids,

and finally acecept a bid,

arrangs for days to take up wool,

write letters to wool producers giving dates of the wool pool
take-up and price that would be pald,

advertise these dates and priees in the county newmpaper.
arrange for help on the days that wool is takem up.

2. Sowpereial iam Sale = Over a period of years we have held a
commereial ram sals in idghland County., This sale is held soas to enable
producers of purebre. sheep in the county to have a chanece to sell their
purebred rams, and 0 ¢ lve comaercial Lrecders an oppeortunity to purchase
good purebred rams, Ihis being one of the largest producing counties of
commereial sheep ia the stale, we sirive to have all ecomsereial producers
with good purebred rass. Ihis past year we had 19 rams selected for our
salej only 1Ll finally reached the sale. Our sale is generally the last

one in the state, sad our purebred brecders sometines sell the rams that




they have consigned to our sale rather than to keep them until that late
a date. The 11 rams this year brought $§807.51, or an average of $73.41
per head,

The Job of the County Agent in the ram sale is:

To help arrange & date for the sals,

To advertise for the sale.

Arrangs for pens on sale day.

To have an auctionesr for the sals,

Jo Sommercial Swe Sals - The past year was our first endeavor
to hold a oonmereinl ewe sale, This waa a sale of all yearling swes of

the different breeds, It being the firet sals, we were not able to ob-

tain as many yearling ewss as wo would have liked to have in the sals,

¥e were able to obtain 296 head. These were graded into lots according

to size and breed, as best that we eould group them, This yearling ewe
sale proved most suecssaful, We feel that in another year we can have
many more ewee for the sale, as all of our consignors were very mch
plsased, We believe that others will have ewes for the sale next year,
brought 58370.25, or an average of $28.25 per head,
My Job as County Ageat in this owe sale was?

To help arrange for the sals date with our sheep committes and
Nr. Geo, A. Allen, Jr., and Sheep Specialist at VPI.

This was was held on the same date as our commercial ras sale
thinking that & ewe sale in conjunetion with our ram sale would help both.

he ¥oariing Cattle Sale =

The lonterey Tearling Cattle Sale this year wae held on SJept. 15,
he nusber of cattle comnsigned almoot doubled those consigned the two

previous sales, Mils past year, 1959, 787 yearlings were sold for a




total of $153,783.00, or an average of {25.59 per hundred or §195.22 per
head.

The County Ageml's job in the yearling sale wasi

To wirk with the State Comuittee and the County Comuittee on a

suitable date for the sale.

To advertise the date of the sale in our county newspaper and

the special edition of Beef Cattle Sales edited by the
faynesboro=Virginia News.

Mr yearling sale was in cooperation with producers in Bath County
as wel)l as our calf sales. Lester Dalton, County Agemt - Bath County,
and his committes, help us with plans for all of the thres sales, The
average priece for all yearling salss held in the state during 1999 was
$25.35. The Yonterey sale was a shade higher than the average for the

state,

5. [First Calf Sale - The calf sales comuittess from Highland and

Bath Counties deecided this year to have a larger calf sale than we have
been having, and instead of just have heraford calves for our first sale,
inelude hereford and angus in this sale, The Highland County Livestoek
Market agreod 0 construect some additional pens %0 that we could take eare
of a larger nusber of calves, It was our beliaf that selling larger pens
of calves, we could obtain a better price. 1ALS calves were sold in the
first calf sale that was held on Sept. 29. The 1418 calves brought
$194,006,00, or an average of 129,71 per hundred or 5136.58 per head,
This compared to a state average of §29.02 or $132.37 per head, making

our Highland County sale a bit better than average for the state,




As County Agent I -

Worked with the State Commdttee and the County Committes in
arranging for dates,

Mvartised in the liighland County Recorder and the Waynesboro
Virginian News,

Kept in eontact with the produears as to the date of the sale
wd the time they should bring their ealves in,

Arranged for help at the market on sale dates

Compiled figures as Lo the results of the sals,

6. gecond Galf sals ~ Our second ealf sals was held om

Ostober 12, 1959. In this sale a tetal of 437 ealves were sold for an
average of 24,59 per hundred wedght or $126,27 per head with a eomplets
total of §54,672.92.

The Job of the County ‘gt in the second calf sale was the sane
as for the yearling sale and the flret calf salej that was to work with
the committees Lo arrange dates, make arrangsments with the livestoek

market for yards and Lo arrange for help on sale day.

Momey received by Highlwnd County producers, ineluding some Bath
County producers, in all special sales held during 1959 amounted teo
$61,792.,96. e consider this & falr share of Hig land County's eeonowy,.

ke Dalrying

Dalrying in Highland County is scmewhiat of a minor enterprise, yet
there are a nusber of milk producers that depend on the County Agmat for
a considerable ssount of work. Most of this work is helping them treat
animals that have different ailments, such as mastitiasy foot evil, milk
fover and shipping fever. Many dairymen aleo depsnd on the County

Ageat to keep in touch with the people with whom they sell milk in order




to keep the price up as much az posaibles for milk mnd to keep routes
going that are already established,

The dairy business in Mighland County is all of a comercial
nature, During the past year, probably tweatye-six days, ware devoted
to work with psopls producing milk for Camation Milk Company. Two
meetings were held during the year in two areas with dairyman in co-
operation with the General Manager of the Cammation Milk Company to try
to sneourage wore winter time milk production and to keep their routes
open, I helped three dairymen locate dalry cows that they could purchase
during the year,

5« PForestry Committee Work

Realizing the ilmportancecf our forestry in the sounty in relation
to the eoconomy, some work has been done along this line, More work
should be done, There is 2 county forestry comudties that works in co-
operation with the Virginia Forest Service and the Virginia Extension

Service, lembers of that committes are: B, L. Armstrong, Stewart

Bolling, Geo, E. Copenhaver, Fred Corbett, M. M. Folks, Terry licks,

and E, B, Jones. The most that has baen done by this commdttes has
been to eneourage the planting of seedlings and to help obtain them,
Most tree planting work in the county has been dons by our larger land
owners,
B. Civie Group Participation
& Highland County Falr Organization:
The county falr organization is the ome that brings together




all workiang groups iu the sounty. The organdsation certalnly tiss together

the County ‘xtension Frogres, in that all of our peopls have an opportunity

to work together,

During the pust five years of the Falr's existence, it has been an
uphill puli., Peoole tad to firet learn how to opsrate or manage such
adventure, I(he representaives of the thres Ruritan Clubs, the lonterey
Lions Club, the Count; Woman's Club, the 4~H Club Council, the Nome Agent,
and the County Agent were in attendance for the [irst organisational
mooting called for plaming the 1959 fair, The falr this year was very
sugeessiu.,

There were wore exhibits in livestock and erops st the past year's
falr than ever belfore, The quality of the sxhibits was exsellent. The
champdon open clase stear in the Highland County Fair was Grund Champion
at Rishuwond later, The Chugpdon k=H Steer at the Highlung County Fale
was Reserve Chaapdon Shorthomm Jteer at Richwond. The Chaspion pen of
fat laubs in the Mignland Fair was Reserve Champion at the Atlantie Rural,

The work done by the County Agent in this capacity was:

Attend planning mestings.

Serve on livestoek and arop comuittee,

Arvange for Judges for erops, vegetables and livestook.

irpange for the use of livestock pens from the Verona Purebred

Avestoc. Asmn,

Serve on the ribbon committes with Miss Betty Hansel and M. M. Folks.

Arrange [or help for antries,

Arrange for help for Judges,

rrange {or prize soney from treasurer, giving it to prise winner
as tiey resoved thelr axhibite,




k=il Club Work

Nusber of Lell clubs in the county

Number ol meubers enrolled

Nusber completing

Nusber project enrcliment

Namber orojeets eomnleted

ne hundred seventeen boys and girls attended different camps
during the year., Four seubers attended k=N club short course. Lleven
attended holliay laxe 4~i samp, Four wttended le ader training Camp,
Seven atbended Aug sta County Senlor Camp, and one hundred eleven at~
tonded llghland County's 4=l one=day camp.

Douglas Gum was made a b=l club allestar during i~H elub »hort
eourse,

b=l elub exhibits at the Highland County Falr were greater in

mumber and better quality the past year in livestock, erops and

vegetablea. s stated before, livestoek exhibited at the Highland

County Fair were sade winners at the Atlantiec Rural lxposition,
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