By: Carl C. Stafford

     Extension Agent                               

Hay making season is upon us here in the Piedmont, the first of May as our cool season grasses are heading out, giving indications they are at or passing their prime of quality.  My early bird neighbor had hay down this week as is his usual habit. He will end up making three cuttings with regular fertilizer applications pushing along his Orchardgrass production.  

If you wait to cut Orchardgrass and Fescue hay until pollen sheds, the plant has already converted substantial livestock feeding value into pollen and fiber.  Not only are we targeting Crude Protein (CP) and Total Digestible Nutrients (TDN) but Acid Detergent Fiber (ADF) levels give us a good indication of digestibility as well.  High ADF forages will typically be less digestible and functional in meeting needs of our livestock. 

Many of you have pointed out to those of us that do not make hay that drying weather in May is hard to come by.  Granted this is true, but as Dr. Harlan White used to say, rained on hay made in May is better feed than hay made under perfect conditions in June.  Work hard to make your hay this month.  Even if it is short, cut it off, bale it up, put it away and expect re-growth if moisture and fertility are present.  

In closing, I spoke with a cow/calf producer the other day who told me he is giving up making hay!  Most beef producers want the control and the quality results from making their own.  This young man was comfortable with the idea of buying his hay, increasing the total head his farm would carry and having extra grazing land he could stockpile for fall and winter grazing.  With the stockpile, he is likely to shorten the feeding period anyway so bought hay is not as much of an issue if he does not over stock the farm.  It will be interesting to see his economic comparisons between the years he made hay and the years he buys hay.  

Good luck with the weather!                 

