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Frince ndward County is an average size Vir lula
county. It is located in the South-Ceniral Fledsont Area,
with a populatlon of about 15,000, Fifty-elght percent of
population is white and 425 non-white, Ihe Lopoyraphy is
rolling. The averags rainfall is around 4) inches and there
are approximately 180 days to the growing sesson. Cropland
and pasture make up sbout tharece=fifths of the land area.

{he farw population is decreasing as it pertains to

aciual farmers and their families, lowever, the rural non-

farwm population is increasing and some farm lani is being sold

for housing developments. [he rural-urban count is inecreasing,

Ltoo.

There are somewheres around 1100 [arm operators in
the county; OUL are white, the other being colored. Iccording
Lo the preliminary 1959 farm census report, there are less
farm operators., [he AJC County Office Manager and the Agent
disagree with the Census, at present. The 1959 Census indi-
cates that there ure 85) farm operators; broken down as 534
white and J19 non-white operators,

This will sive & 196 reduction of wilte [ars oper-
ators in five years,

Farmville is the county seat. [he villages of ilce,
vorsham, Darlington el nhts, Frospect, and Pamplin serve the
county with yeneral storess and post offlices,

Hampden-Sydney College for men and Longwood College
for women, two of the oldest colleges in the state, are

located in the county.




There are Lhree banks Lo serve the county, located
in Farmville. The area is served by two railroads and two
maln hdghways (hts. 15 and 400)., It has several small manu-

facturers, and dark tobacco warehousss, Ffurthermore, the area

is blessed in having vhe Jouthside Community dospital, located

in Taraville,

Ihe county does not have any publie schools,
schools are private and all whive enhdldren attend.

2 s of ag 2 (% e
Tfobaceco (bright, “ire-fured, Burley, Jun, Maryland)
Valrylug
{laber products
Beefl cattle and other livestock
Orchards (apple and peach)
Youldtry (minor)

The weather and rainfall were wore normal this year,
except for u heavy snowflall in late March -- and practically
no rainfall in late June and July. The Ureen Jay section of

the county scems to have had the most normal ralafall during

Lhe suwmer.

T0BACGS

This is the enterprise that brings the highest sources
of income to the county. {he average tobacco acresage per famm
is small: {lue - 1.0 acres

dark - 1.3

burley U.4% "
whlle a few farws have an allotment of sun-cured Lobacco.
Farmers are interested in producing a quality of

tobacco witn thae nighest yleld per acre.




Alackshank is Lhe tobacco disesse that gives the
most trouble, not Lo mention the continucus plague of crop
insectus,

The farm lavor situation is not favorable Lo this
enterprise, elthor. ome farmers are forced Lo reant Lheir to-
baceo acrease Lo nelghbors, and utilize worketliae on ancther
fars enterprise or seek off-faras work.

Unfavorable reports were received {rom buyers of
tobacco 48 it pertains to the use of MH=30 in controlling

suckers on tobacco., Ihis situation placed the farmer in a

difficult position; the source of hired lavor was scarce, ==

therefore in many cases he had to use MH-30 or lose tobacco
poundage by not controlling suckers.

The rainfall distribution for tobacco was not good,
Lhls year,

The manner in which dark-fired and burley Lobaccos
ars prepared for market is hindering the farumer from receiving
the highest price per pound. The farmer 1s using too much
water on his fire-cured tobaceco, and not sorting his burley
tobacco properly.

The county farwers were helped to improvs their
quality and pounds of tobaceo by: 4 list of tobacco varietiaes
to be used as & guide in selection of seed, coples seutl by
@ent to all farmers and to merchants selling seed.

Advice concerning soil tests,

soil types sultable for tobacco, preparing Lobacco lor market,
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new varieties that are resistant Lo certain disesses, the
control of insects, improved tobacco varieties,

ugeestions concerning
improved practices in preparing tobucco for warketing.

The variety list seant out at Lhe begluning of the
year gave the latast ftesearch as to what varieties are wors
profitable than othars.

fhe local radio station and newspaper were used Lo
reach the farwmer to encourage him to test his soil lor lime
and fertiliser needs, The ixtension Agronomy Commlitise

acted as sources of information in the comumunities., The

local tobacco warehouse personnel Xm assisted in talking teo

tobacco farmers when Lhey marketed thelr tobacco. A fire-
cured tobaceco jubiles was conducted by the Farmville Chasber
of Commerce, which involved some five or morse counties., it
this Jubllee, the latest research iaformation was given on
production; a Dunnington l(obaceco Company represeatative
spoke about markets and prizes ware glven by Lhe merchants.

The agent cooperated with the county ASC office by
sending all burley and fire-chred tpbacep grpwers a chreh}ar
on preparing their tobaceo lor market., Speclal eaphasis
was glven %o the new ruling on marketing "wet"” [ire-cured
tobacco; the local newspapers published news articles.

I'wo burley sorting and preparation=for-marcet leld
meetings were held in the county. Mr. L. U, Flack, Supervising

Srader on the Abingdon Market, and Mr. (. . Mathews, V.P.I.,




conducted the demonstration, Mr. T. C. Hix and Dunningvon

lTobacco Company provided suivable housing.

A general tobacco meeting was held in late “ebruary.

The dark tobacco growers met in the alterncon and bright Lo
baceco growers in tne evenlng. MNr. J. W, Junalngton of the

bunnington Tobacco Co. spoke on warkets and marketing. Tom
hall, of Virginia Dark-"ired Tobuacco Irowers, spoke on mar-

,

Kets and the 1959 erop of lire-cured tobacco. Je e KMathews,
VePol., brought word of the latest research ia all types of
tobacco. (Attendance was poor because we did not send in-
dividual notices of the meetings; radio and newspaper publicivy
apparently did not reach the tbbacco jrowsrs, )

Several farmers used blackshank resistance Lobacco
varieties for the first time. Two farmers used Va.0)31-304
fire-cured tobacco seed uvecause of blackshank,

Frank Oilliam, T. C. Hix and %, | lckersoc.
bacco research plots of tobacco uader the supervision of
plant pathologist involving fire-cured Lobacco fertilization,
burley varieties and {ire-cured varieties, respectively.

T. C. Hix cooparated with O, R. Mathews, V./.l. spec-
ialist and had & burley variety fleld day at his larm.

John Woutt and others provided airplans spray service
for whe yrowsrs and used Xxtension recowssn } 48 Lo
spraying tobacco insects,

fhe igent cooperated with the ASU County Manajger in

gotting a flue tobacco grower to produce the off-type bright

5.




tobaceo demonstration, Lo teach ASC checkers to identifly
off-types of £l bacco such oker 139, 140 and Dixie
Bright 244.

countless nuuber of farmers pald persounal visits

to the ageat's office for individual help on tobacco probe

lems, and the agent made many farm visits with this same

alm,
End resuls of the program can best be told by the
farmers, but some resulis are most obvious -- such as,

a. dgher ylelds of tobacco.
be ontrol of insects by insecticldes purchased

from local merchants, and the amount of
alrplane service.

Jver 100 growers had their soil tested for
fertilizer recommendiations, in order Lo use
the proper fertiliser analysis.

flie LObacco meetings brought Lie latest re-
search information for the growers Lo put
in practice.

fhe ‘aruville Herald news and Farmville's

adio tation WFLO alerted grovers as to
tobacco problems and at Lhe sass time oflered
solutions.

[he county agronomy cowsiitee assisted with
the program to follow.
Marketing of "wet" tLobacco was greatly reduced
by meetliayg, newspaper snd radio reporis,.

[he burley (rowers sawx what the various varlesies
of vurley Jid under [leld test.

The sale of fire-cured tobacco experimental
Lobaceo gave the growers an excellent oppor=-
tunity to see the Lype desired by the market.
The burley growers will prepare thelir tobaceco
for market in the proper manaser and use

ths tobacco press,

ark-fired blackshank resistant varieties of
tobacco not on the market as Lo ths seed, were
glven flald Lests,

fhe use of MH=)U was less because of information
given growers through news and radio.

ne [ire-cured grower in 1959 had } acres of
tobaceo that brought him somewhat over (1000
for the } acres, Jor uhe 1960 crop, he had
his s0il tested and used anot .er variety of
tobacco. fith proper [lertilisation, recoamended

Ce




practices, and a recommendesd variety of tobaceco,
this larmer feels he has inereased Lis yleld and
qualicty, and the ) acres should brin 2000,

POILAU

In general, most of e farmers are trylng to produce thelr
grain and hay for the livestock. \gain this year, suamer
hay crops ware low because of the rainfall distribution.

alry larmers are buying wore graio in 1ts raw stage
and having their feed mixed, inatead of purchasing manufactured
feed, The mannar in which hay and silage are harvested is
a ]l problem,

The farmer wants %o control weeds by using chemicals,
but this 1is not alw fsasible, sersage planted to
row erops is hel: raduced, urme
one planting of orn, in order ¢ : the rainfall
distribution inequalities. Pastures would grage more animels
Af Terviliser we xaxyewdy applied,

largze parcentage of the fa 4 sing Kobe

lespeadesza and Yorean lespedeszs 18 losing ground fast. The

Kobe variety provides an ilmproved quality of hay.

Jver OO0 soil samples were tested fpr the [lertiliser
and lime needed to produse higheyielding crops. 4 large
percentage of this was for pasture and hay improvement, thia
beings a pooperative project of the loecal Jounty Manager

and the Axtension Agent.




The control of wild onlons is a problem and tiue farmers
are at a loss as to ius coatrol, since chemicals seem to kill
she clover when used in pasturaes., The [farmer is Suraing to
cultural practices lor conurold.

One demcastration was conducted ia e gontrol of
CALIERA 1in alfalfa. The farmer used “MFBE" and it killed the
weed <= but also eliminated the alfalfa. Even though the
MPE" killed the ‘& res used the chemical for spot
treataent. More ressarch 1s need hers, nnual erop rotation
has been put in practice whers the calpsna weed ook one field;
the farmer hopes Lo reduce the weed population by intensive
rotation.

The use of sumnor tesnporary pasture has become a

practice en practically all dairy faras and s large nusbe

of beel farus. The faruers use millet, sudan, and hybrid
grusses,
The production of alfalfa continues %o increase in
acreage and lead all hay crops, even though the alfalfa
weevil is 4 severe problem., It 18 safe to say that 98 of tae
alfalfa growers treat thelr alfalfla for control of Lhe weevil,
Farmers are using the granulated form and heptachlor-fertiliser
to control the weevil; very few farmers spray for its control.
A1l alfalfa growers sent the latest inforwation
atrol of the alfelfa weevil as it 18 receive

eFel. entomologist, The local farm stores are k

and provide the chemicals.
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The bushels of soybeans harvested as beans [lor oil

have inereased 804 in

John Shoulders, V./.l. agronomist, assisted in the
county by visitin ) cattle farcers with thelr pasture
progran J » ho ers visiue : ) s has greatly
increased his past su y for his 0§ he will have
grasing for cle uatil some time in Dscember,

ers recsived a elroular lelter
agronong comalites fasls ol
fertiliser when
lyin
nitrogen and,as
grain.

Wr. John 3She 2 : a group t L cavtle
producers on “"pa eof” this meetin C altende
ALCe. field wrip was part of the progras.

Jaldwin cooperated in zroviding the place

meeting.

#0il is low in phosphate; thare

applied., The ACP has listed phosphate as a practice I
This practice will enable more farmers who need phosph
apply 4t as an ACP practica.

It can defiaisely be sald that more faruers have hare

vested a better quality of hay, il hay-crimpers are ¢ solution

%o the problem of quality hay. The number of faruers having
access to & hay-crimpsr has sore than doubled; pany have pure-

chased the machlunes cogparativaly.

U.




The use of Kenland red clover has Llncressed greatly.
Farmers are pleased with improvements over the "o.d fashioned®
red clover,

The is fortunate in ha 18 most modern

Lleaning uni ! outhside : he opearator can
dodder [ i Legume saed,

Iwo farmars specialisze in combining clover seed an
leaspedesa seed; they buy and sell clover seed, mne ol

Slhisse aean Jas naw cleanin unit mentioned aAbove,

Mastitis 15 & number-one probles of Lie dairies,

In fact,il a change is not made in some, it 13 the agent's

belie? that some lairymen will be forced (rom the business.
There are 47 grade-A dairies, and 20-0dd
milk producers, i1 JU=0dd croax producers in the county.
Hine dai re using she D, H.1.A. service, testing
cows, The L Lester has & full Job, 4 =
service, then a qualilied JU.M,i.A.

o S

fure re, he pust sell himsaell

lesire o use D.H.l.As, DUt there are variocus re




why they Jdo not accept the service.
I'wo dairymen are using the B,D./.M, yslen,
the 47 grade-A dairies have over JU0U cows.
dairymen are ralsiang almost sntirely all i
many of them are ralsing their graln or
stage, then havin t ‘ound i mixed.
ary feed-grin ind one mobile un
dairysen mrind and = eir own [leed,
Iwo dairymen have pipeline milke
Fortytwo dairymen have silos Lo
Qows, ix new silos were built in 1900.
dairymen built a silo for the (irsc time.
WWery grade-A dairym except one has a bulk vank,
fhirty-six grade~. dalrymen and 12 of the
men are using the artvificial Lreedi: sarvices [rom two
associations, obert "illiamson
eounty. Many faramers witi home cows
L00. There were over 700 cows shat wers
service,

7afmville belng a ceuter, Lhe counties of Buckingham

and Cumberland use the agent's office o report cows for the

artificial breeding service. he agent 1s gzlad o render

this service ler farumers in the other uwo counties bLesidles
frince Edward County., This olffice handled some 1100 service
ecalls for the Nottoway artificial dreedin ssocistion, Without
this service, dalrymen would have wo call long distan or

the breeding service. The telephone service is of no sost to

12.




the Extension service, The dalrywen ralse a lot ol thelr
own replacements, and the Dairy Committee {eela that tide
arcificial dres  cows will bring higher producing
hellers lato Lhe aerds, Lhe areificlial breediu, ssoclation
has che Lulls w breed adgh-aullik-produciag cows.
fhirteen dairywen and the ageat visited the ocky
ount oreedin, Lution and some dalry cows Laal asd vcen
sired [rom artiiicial breeding. The visit Lo Lhe staslon
Ehve LAY LALIYReU 4 chance L0 ODBWIYY WOS DuLs 4B aE BLUGe
garte, Jr., docal vecaaician, & d W ideld wrip.
Al 2llk ead creas producers in Lo Junty recsived
JALILY Wwastliis LPCUAAr', WOldelh Was an ecucationad
progian J ¥ &iud preveatl mastitis,
ie L0 organise a "dairy cow poold
rysed did noL have LLirsuedand doe
Lo ALl pros and use % AgONOL souL every
’

dalrywan a V. sul i A lescriuln i slasss of

such poclse 50 whichever they prefer Lelng

callec, ad i : B9 S genLar” .

were sena o el . m Lhe
nsecis,.

seational

1 OHIA school; at present tuls
n is La A SUparviso

-0 L




is Charles isese, of the “orsham community. The DUlA directors
are ¥, L. Dickerson, Thomas "laydon and frank Sruce.
The HExtensios alry speecialist azsisted in Las county
reeding progran, mastitls
made several personal visits Lo assist
astitis,
I'wo dairymen are using the mall-in record system, Nr.
Koonneth loope, YPI sconomiet, sssfsted one dalryman in anslys-
ing his mail-in-records.
Daily ladbor remains a problem. This a two=-fold
problem; labor is limited, and it is also not qualified
dairy lador,
Jairymen are the most active group of farmers ia the
county who are attempting to solve tas milk marketing situation.

The dairy feed prograsm needs atteation; thers is pleaty of

feed, but the use of it is not coatributing support to high

produetion.

Beefl cattle, Hogs, and Zheep

e - e L L RTINS

cattle and hog nwaber N ] d N
U8 Mave Zrown, AN new producers aave
e shesp populetion resalns st
istered sires Wi raas are
essentlial; the prac the bDeefl and

sheep farns.
1k




There are scne 70-0dd Yeel cattle producers,
of them sell feoder calves, while othars will winter the

weaned galves and sell them in ths spring or fall sales, JSome

ten producers sell markes stesrs, either ! ! ar rass-fed,

Jae livestock aution markast oper ) ¢ Jansy,
cCain,

Jhee

Hogs are =more iluportant ths | 4 y lndicate,
fasre are over 1 srmers who have froa ] L ar ndgh as
30 sows %0 a farm, yae 20-0d4 hog producers sell market hogs,
faree producers wall osver 100 market hogs per year,

jome 1O reghstered bulls were placed in tLhe county
thds year; 2 were purchased as BCIA sires - an Angus and a
Herelord, Two producers are menbers of the B $Lite wsrsoeclation.

Seef producers are becoamin, more consclous as to con-
trol of exteraal w internal parasitea.

27 beef cattle gpen are increaslag the size of thedr
herds. The practice of using & non-registered bull ils alwost
& Lhlng of unu i 6 the couaty.

wng & baby beel lalteanln

farmere

ments., Jne Oeel
one new hera
increasing ihe

Oreedar has sod




curtis st and K., €. Villiamson, VFI Extension wmen,

have been very helpful with the beel pro ram. Both have
held meatings and also made personal farm visiis, r. fraok
Saldwin, a loc aruar, has been veary
giving nis |
the beafl cactle producers,
ceattle in Tarmer-organi sed
marketed 0) head (yearlings, steers)

coopuratively.

yeoar, one in February
eversl producers we: wselsted An buying [eeder
steers %o feed out as feeder cattle,
aly information o | yok pro-
lucers as to outlook and marketing situation on t radio

and newspaperas,

The shen
will not alter until
foreed,

ssistance was given fermers by procurd professional
sheep shearer, one 1000 1lbs, of wool was mark d cooparate
ively. Market lam g i by - 5 at i lerensy mar-
Kets; there 1# no or 3 arket i rounty.

fhosa #20ld are docked

thear purchased some she TrOowers nave a




county organisaition, wiil Fforrest Jdarroun «s direclor. ne
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The coaservation of soil and water needs attention in
this county, as in other parts of the state., The Agent works
closely with the leocal Soll Conservation Service. The Agent

i8 secretary of L ieduont “oll Conservation JUlstrict,.

fhere is a watershed project in this county, under

Publiec Law 560, One general mesting and several speclal meet-
ings were held thls year to further tne project of Bullalo
Creek watershed, The process of securiug caseaents has alwost
been completed. The watershed is to have 9 luwpoundmeats,

The agent ianvites tne local seil conservationist to
appear ou radio programs, and news articles are written jJjointly
for special occasi

The watershed project has boen approved by Conyress
and financlal aid has been secured from the lederal govermment,
the firet ifapoundaent will be built in the spring of 1961,

Belng secretary of the district assoclation has taken
considerable hours of work. The people of Frince ldward are
beginning to realize the value of the watarshed project since
it 48 closes <2 actualivy.

This project has taken county cooperation, such as
local commiiteemen, the Town of Farmville, County Board of
Supervisors and wany other iaterested people, ha mvy JSeil
Conservat officiale have apent endls ours. Fams ine
volved in the watershed amust carry out coaservation practices

Lo reduce silting.




educational value.

MLria
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FAUL AN HOME MANAGEMENT

I'nree farss are under thlis program. The igent
works with these three farmers in planning their faraing
operations and analysins their larm records,

These furmers carry on various farm demcnstrations
in order to deateruine the most afficient methods Lo pursue
in their respectlve types of larming.

This program is limited because Lhe Agent does not
have sulfficient time to expand the progrem and give the
proper supervision.

The Agent givesa endless time in talking to Tarmers

concerning farm manasgement, because there is a demand for

such advice by a plenty of farmers. If time would permit,

the Agent would mace individual farm visits, as the re-

quest for this service is great,

The County Agent's office has 1ssued numerocus fam
plans for the constructiion of varicus types of equipment
and buildings. Planes include holding chutes and loadiny
ranps, milking barns and milk houses, poultry housas,
flue tobaceo barns and %ebacco equipment, livestock pole

barns, machinery sneds, farm shops, bull and calf barn

2he
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houses, fes ars [ Livestock, ¢ p feedears and hay-
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Be FOX THAPPING PUOGHANM

For the seconc year, Lue Louwnty Soard of Jupervisors
requested the Agent Lo asasiest in this progras. The local
newspaper and readic statlon cooperated la giviag pusiiclvy
Lo some 15 coumunity Jemonstrations. These demonstrations
on how to trap a4 My old fox" were givea wrald T,
Jlank (from she U, ish and Wildlife Sarvice) to soume 125
rurval pecple, who were interested La reducing the fox popu=

lation. The agwm ranged the communivy dem

netrulivng,.

local merchant sold fox traps. The county's Wildiife Club

sanctioned this program.

‘s COMMUNITY DUVE. O ]

Since tie closing of the public schools, meel
places are at & precium. In the Abilene community, an old
Urange Hall was g olag to destructioa by wind and rain. The
agont wanted the bullding for a community senlor 4-i nseting
place., After soume ground work, 1t was learned that Lue
oullding belonged Lo the Tirgiala State Grange siace the
local Urange had ceased vo exist.

The bulldiag was in poor condition; the roofl leaked,
a0 stove for heat, ao fuel, and the wind blew in cne aidse

and out the other. With the ald of a few community people

a forwer local Orange Srrustee, the oullding was toupo-

rardly fizxed Jor a dry-weataer 4=l meetliayg.

Permanent repairs, such as a new roof, ware nseded;
DUt 0o vne would laprove sowoone else's property without
renting or leasing the bullding from the State Grange for

26.




obvious reasons., Countless letters were written %o gain

& more persanent access to tho bullding. Fisally, some

local people came to my ald and sald, "We are interested
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The Agent is a mamber of the Farsville Chamber of
Commerce and serves on Lie Agriculture Lommsittee,

During the ysar, the Ageat attends many agricultural,
¢ivie and coumercial mestings -~ and participates wpon
Tequast.

fhe Virginlia Jarke-fired Tobaceo Lrowers Associaction
dreotors and office manager held a meetiayg with several
Lounly /sgeats Lo detersine what types of agriculture busie
ness could be started Lhat would benelit the [arwer. lom
Hall, sanager of tae tobacco association, ook the lead and
auch thou; ad ellort sttempted; butl notialng has materiale
i1zed as yet. FPleaty of ideas are f{loatluy, taat may have
possibilicies r isvalopaent.

ent sssisced John Varner, of the First National
dank, in arrangin or an arsa baakers' mesting that ine
volved some county farwera, A maeeting of thls type astab-
iishos detter understandiing between the farmer and Lne
Cailxer.

d¢ want Lo thank the Faraville Herald and xadio

station = their support ia the County Lxtenslion program.

Sa MALLe AN T R8N0

Two dalrymen and one genersl fammer (tobaceo aad
cattle) are participating in this program. the farners are

pleased with this type of farm record keeping.
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but “driftwood" members are at a minisus,

&=il COUNTY
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kel Camp, In this county Share-the-un prograns,

were presented,
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This progras was obsarved Lu conjunction with

county A-n Club general ae i parsuts and [rieands

widiiad
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elub member weat as a camp leader, UJeveral 4-H meabers

received scholarsuips [rom Hone Demonstration Clubs,

was obsarved by the o reek Junlor LeH

'l nnne
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fUse of the Three-ay Switecn) at the Jouthside Slectric
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