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WHY DEVELOP A HANDBOOK?

• Reduce the cost for the students.

• Textbooks are designed for use over a long period of time.

• Make the text closely related to what we teach.

• Be flexible to revise and improve.

• Have students’ involvement.
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WHAT DO STUDENTS THINK?

What students like:
• “The handbook is much better, because it goes straight to the point with clear 

explanation, and also cover all the main points we need to know.”

• “I will use this handbook because it helps me more. I think this book is easier to 
understand. It gives you a lot of examples for the exercises.”

• “It is convenient, and the information is brief.”

What to improve:
• “I think the handbook is good, maybe more practice on grammar.”

• “If we get more grammar review, it will help a lot.”
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OUR AGENDA

• Pilot the handbook this semester and next spring.

• Continue to revise.

• Use the handbook in all sessions of ESL Composition II in the fall of 2021.

• Remove the grammar book.
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IMPORTANCE OF OUR PROJECT

• The development of OER for other ESL courses and more collaborations among 
ESL faculty and across disciplines.

• Invite students on this journey.

• Keep a growth mindset. This is not a final product but a process. 
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