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Covnty Situation

Soil Types - The kinds of soils in King & Queeg vories and are very well
adopted to many kinds of crops. The well drained soils have good clay sub-
soils, for exemple, Kempsville and Cassafras are classed ss our best farming
soils. On these soils we produce @ost of our major crops, such as, Alfalfs,
Corn, Wheat and other crops that draw heavy on the land.

Elkton, Fumford amd fine sandy Loams are found in some sectiomns of the
county and is classsed among those as graving a deep phase and is the second
elsss soils. These soils ) sach resd!ly and are very well adopted to some
truck crops, pastures, general crops thrive well on them when there is a
good season.

The Bladen, Fine Sandy loam, and in some cases the Elkton soils are con-
sidered our problem soils, becsuse of their drainage capacities. The problem
vith these soils again is that the cost of getting them up to the point that
they will grow profitable crops is expemsive and keeping them up is a problem
also. Im many cases vhere there is not proper dreinage these soils are seed-
ed to pasture ircluding mixtures of Ladino Clover and Orchard Grass Mixtures;

Fascue grasses are added to this low grown pasture grasses sometimes.

County Populstion and Land Use
There are 6,299 people in King & Queen, who own and operste 96,402 acres

of land, According to the 1950 census report, in 1954 the farmers owned and

opersted 29,198 acres, showing an increase of 7,204 acres. During the year

1949 there were 21,046 scres of land in cultivation and in 1954 24,225 scres,
showing an increase of 3,189 acres of land in cultivation,

From the above stated population approximatdly 655 farm families are
working with the expension progra )f the above mumber of familiess 251 are

part owners and 135 are share crog
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COUNTY PROBLEMS

The problems in this county may be similar to those in many of our other
counties, but the agricultural situation 1s a bit different because of soil
types and climatic conditiona. Many of our probleams need immediate considera-
tion because of changing conditions in the commomwealth, The problems that
are getting a large part of the Extension's time are:

l. The over-all county Extension Program.

To influence families to take part in the cooperating programs.

etting the families to see the need for more erganized plamning.

influence more families through the Live-At-Home Work.

secure leaders to work with the youth program.
ges farmers to see value in using more fertilizer and lime.
get better participation in public affairs that affects the

ople.

KINDS OF CROPS GROWN

There are two main L’p'\'- f farming carried on in King & Queen., Namely,

general and truck farming. In speaking of general farming, there is very littd
specialized enterprizes like dairying carried on by my program. The farm size
is rather small to get a good rotation for livestock. There are six families
who produce edgs for commercial use. Our main money crops are corm, beans,
wheat, peas, and potatoes sre coming into the picture very fast. Truck creps
are mostly grown in the upper end of the county (Newtown district). They
grow peppers, tomatoes, early sweet potatoes, peas, butter beans and many
other truck for market. The Richmond market makes it comvient for these

farmmers to get sale for their produce.




PER FARM FAMILY
According to the census report the aversge income per farm family is

$650.00 and the largest percentage of annual earning is $500 to $5504

STANDARD OF LIVING

For several years we have carried three unite farm demonstrations in the
three districts as a means of teaching the better methods of living. The
families in this capacity are: Mr. Archie King, Plainview, Beuna vista
district; Mr. Baylor Davis, King & Queen C.H, Stevensville district; and
Mr. Rubin Gaines, Oventon, Va. dnd the Wewtown district. These three families

own and operate 365 acres of lamd., They range in ages from 40 to 46 years.

Their health lt.qndin‘ is very good and cooperation is very good from all

members in carrying out the farm plans. Thers are seven children at home
who at one time were 4-il club members. Three children from these families
have children in the 4-H club.

The major crops grown by these demonstrators are corn, soybeans, wheat,
swine, poultry for eggs and sweet potatoes.

I would like to refer to Mr., Ruben Gaines, Owenton, Va. who is majoring
in sweet potatoes this year. This man is 57 years of age and has three boys
and one girl. The boys have Just served their time in the arm services. Onme

has returned home to live. The girl is practicing mursing at Burkesville Sanké
torium. Mr. Gaines operates about 75 acres of farm land that is very fertile
because of good management on the part of his coopersting with the ASC and
other farm programs. Since the outlook for sweet potatoes was good at the
beginning of the season, Mr. Gaines set ten acres in Porto Rico potatoes and
téo, he has a storage house in which to store and cure his crop. During the

months of September and October he sold green potatoes.




MENT PROGRAM

The farm and home development program embrsces five families, ranging

in ages from 50 to 74 years., These families own and operate approximately

157 scres of land, There sre five children in fhese families that are cjub

age and that is able to assist on the farm. The health of the adults is not
so good and only one of these families live all together and depend upon the
farm for his living.

These families have accepted the services of the program and have given
much time and attention to the information presented them to date. The
latter part of Jamuary is planned to finish the soil tests and mapping these
farms. The major work done with these families after the inventory was taken
has been with their desire to get a better pasture acreage for grazing hege
and livestock.

The name and location of each of these families are as follow: Mr. &
Mrs. Thomas Hill, Indiam Neck, Va., Newtown district; Mr. & Mrs. Issac Hill,
St. Stephens, V=,, Newtown district; Mr. & Mrs. Gaine L. Tuppance, Ino, Va.,
Stevensville district; Mr, & Mrs, Arthur Davis, King & Queen C.H., Va.,
Stevensville district; and Mr. & Mrs. Woodie Patterson, Elsc=, Va. Beuna

vista district.

COUNTY-WIDE ACTIVITIES

Plan 4-H leader training meeting. - January

Plan Agronomy Committee meeting. - February - Youth work shop

Plan work shop for adult leaders. - March
for demonstration on setting pine seedlings. - April
for 4-H potat rojects.
for three tours to see demonstratimns in July and August.- May

1 two fleld meetings at pasture demonstration. - June

for 4-H picnics to be held in July.




ESULT DEMONSTRATIONS PLANNED
Hybrid com 4 5. Peoultry
Garden 3 € Swine
F. & H, Develop. 7. Turkeys

Pastures 8. Forestry

i Specialist - Mrs. Dorothy E. Gentry - February
Planting pine tree seedlings - Mr. Charles E. Gill - February
Farm and Home Development work - Mr. Kemmeth Looper - February
Pasture Improvement - Agronomy Committee - March - Mr. Milton Carter
Vegetable Gardening Horticulturist - Virginia State College - Mr. Pompey-

April
Home Beautification - Dr. W, L. Watson - May

COOPERATING WITH OTHER AGENCIES

There are many agencies working in the county that calls for services
that cannot be over looked if the standard of living among farm families ate
to 9 raised. To educate people, the extension program will have te be en-
riched by bringing other agencies and cooperating with them in order that

the people will pet a broader kmowledge of experience. These organizations are

as follow: F H A, ASC, TB, PTA, Boy Sceuts, Girl Scouts, Church School,

Vocation: Bible School, Health Clinic, Vecational Agriculture, and many other

clubs and organizations worked with thet ccalls for time and attention.

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES

January - 4~ Lesder Training Meeting - Miss Elaine Moore

February Agronomy meeting - Mr, M, T, Carter and Mr. S, E. Marshall
1. Pasture Improvement and Smsll Grain.

2, Hybrid Corn (Vertiml Test)




Mr. Charles E. Gill - Demonstration setting pine seedlings.
Mr. Kemneth Looper - Farm & Home Development Program.
Poultry Clinie

Broodimg and care of baby chickens.

Feeding and marketing broilers - Mr, C. T. Peoples and Mr, 8. E.
Marshall.

lan for the State L-H State Short “ourse

Hold ome 4~H Council meeting.

Let club members and leaders select delegates.
Let lenders assist with raising money for delegates fees.

Leaders assist with plamning for the 4-H uniform and transportation,
Live-at-home work

rganize garden club and the home improvement committee with work

on the gardens, landscaping the home grounds, soil preparation,

fertilizing, liming and seeding the grounds. Selecting, arrang-

ing and setting shrubbery.

Fruit and vegetable garden clinic onm:

Varities of small fruits

Varities of vegetsbles

Insect contrel

Sprays and materials - Mr. Pempey

Planning fi=12 days to take farmers to tie experiment station.

Hold two leaders trai ing meeting - ome adult and one one 4L-H leaders.
Plan for tours of field meeting teo outstanding demonstrations,

Attend 4-H club state shor course.

Take at least four farmers to outstending demonstration on pasture
improvement.

Take a group of farmers to outstanding demonstration on seil con-
servation, crop improvement.

Plan for wild life conferemce to be held in August.




December

Plan for state advisory board meeting.
Attend Wild Life and Comservetion conference.

Two boys and two girls, one man and one women.

Reviewing plans for state Advisory Board meeting, checking on
delegates.

Attending State Advisory “oard meeting

One man one woman

Working with district county falr.

Getting 4-H club smrollment for 1959

Attending annual farm and home agents conference.

Attending field meoting and experiment stations with farmers.
Messuring ecorn for 100 bushels ~orn -lub members.

Selecting dstes and writing annual narrative reports.
Writing statisticel reports.

Collecting dates on live-at-home work- community surveys

Writing annual reports

Writing up results of live-at-home work.

Writing plan of werk for 1959

Writing 4-H club reports for award pregram.
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