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Glossary

Comic Seecomic book. ii, iii, 1{4, 6{17, 19{26, 28, 30, 32, 39, 40, 46, 47, 61, 62, 64{66, 68,
70, 73, 77{79, 85

Comic Book The published magazine containing comic art. American comic books are
usually 22 to 24 pages in length, and tend to contain a single story. ii, viii, 1{12,
14{33, 38, 60, 62, 63, 65, 69, 73, 81, 85, 87

Comic Strip A precursor to the comic book, comic strips are often found in newspapers
as a short comic of three or four panels. viii, 15, 17, 18, 85

Comics Code The published guidelines created by the Comics Code Authority to prohibit
certain obscenities in comic books to make them safe for children to read. 24, 31, 55,
85

Comics Code Authority An agency created in 1954 established to better regulate the
content of comics and prohibit certain explicit themes. Comics approved by the CCA
were deemed safe for children, and did not use o�ensive language, sexuality, and vio-
lence. 24, 25, 27, 81, 85{87

Continuity The collection of consistent characters, stories, and narrative elements estab-
lished through a publishing company's cumulative body of literature. A text that
is \canonical" adheres to precedence established by continuity; a text that is \non-
canonical" deviates from it. 12, 32, 36, 37, 41, 44, 45, 77, 79, 80, 85

Crossover A event in which a character or characters appear in a title separate from their
own. Superman's frequent appearances inDetective Comics(spearheaded by Batman)
is an example of a crossover event. 3, 33, 69, 80, 82, 85

Earth-Four A parallel Earth home to the heroes of Charlton Comics, most notably Blue
Beetle, Captain Atom, and Thunderbolt. 31, 85

Earth-One The central earth in the pre-Crisis Multiverse, home to all the Silver Age
characters of the 60s and 70s. 30, 32, 39, 51, 55, 85

Earth-Prime A parallel Earth on which comics readers live, superheroes are �ction, and
DC Comics is a publishing company. Earth-Prime would later serve as the home to
Superboy. 31, 85

Earth-S A parallel Earth home to the heroes of Fawcett Comics, most notably Captain
Marvel and the Marvel family. 31, 85

Earth-Six A parallel Earth on which the United States lost the Revolutionary War and
America becomes a monarchy. Its notable characters include Lady Quark and Lord
Volt, introduced in Crisis on In�nite Earths . 53, 85
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Earth-Three A parallel Earth and \mirror" to Earth-One, on which the American Christo-
pher Columbus discovered and colonized Europe; and the Crime Syndicate of America
(a mirror of the Justice League) are antagonist to the hero, Alexander Luthor. 45, 85

Earth-Two An parallel Earth home to the superheroes of the Golden Age. 30, 39, 44, 49,
51, 55, 85

Earth-X A parallel Earth in which the Germany won World War II, home to the Freedom
Fighters, expatriates of Earth-Two. 53, 85

Editor The person responsible for managing various sta� members during the creation
process, and making sure issues are published in a timely manner. 27, 65, 85

Flash A superhero who can run at supersonic speeds. Though many heroes have used the
name, Barry Allen is the most widely recognized iteration. viii, 11, 37, 45, 61, 65,
67{71, 73, 74, 77, 85

Fridging The act of killing, raping, or otherwise disempowering a woman as a narrative
device, especially when used as a means to motivate a male character. Coined by
legendary writer Gail Simone, the term originates fromGreen Lantern #54 (1994), in
which the titular hero returns home to �nd his girlfriend dismembered and stu�ed in
his fridge. 81, 85

Golden Age see Golden Age of Comics. 25, 30, 31, 44, 49, 54, 58, 68, 80, 85, 88

Golden Age of Comics The �rst wave of comics published between the late 1920s and
1950s. Golden Age comics are known for the establishment of many major comic
publishers, characters, and formal trends of the genre. The Golden Age is generally
said to have started with the release ofAction Comics #1 (1938). 17, 85, 88

Graphic Novel A comic book of greater length than the standard publication, usually with
a self-contained story which often concludes after a limited number of issues. ii, 7, 8,
10, 85

Harbinger A superhero who can create doppelgangers which can exist simultaneously
throughout the Multiverse. 41, 52{54, 71, 85

Hardcover The hardcover format of a trade paperback. Hardcovers often contain supple-
mentary material beyond the titles themselves, including commentary, concept art, and
alternate covers. Like trade paperbacks, they contain only a handful of issues. Special
hardcovers containing ten or more issues are often called \oversized" or \deluxe"; a
hardcover collecting an entire title is an \omnibus"1. 79, 85

1The title Doctor Strange (2015) consists of 20 issues, published from 2015 to 2017. In 2016, Marvel
released the �rst volume, Doctor Strange Vol. 1: The Way of the Weird, collecting issues 1{5 in both paper-
back and hardcover formats. Three more volumes were released thereafter, collecting its �fteen remaining
issues. Recently, the title has been again collected into two oversized hardcovers, each containing ten issues.
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