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DIAGNOSIS OF THERMAL SPRAY GUN
IGNITION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 62/171,073, filed Jun. 4, 2015, which is
incorporated by reference in its entirety.

w

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosure relates to thermal spray systems. 10

BACKGROUND

Thermal spray systems are used in a wide variety of
industrial applications to coat substrates with coating mate-
rial to modify or improve the properties of the target surface.
Coatings may include thermal barrier coatings, hard wear
coatings, ablative coatings, or the like. Thermal spray sys-
tems such as high velocity oxygen fuel (HVOF) systems
introduce coating material in a plume so that molten par-
ticles propelled by the plume contact the surface of the
target. Upon impact, the particles adhere to the target
surface, resulting in a coating. A controlled ignition of a gas
mixture may be used in HVOF systems to generate the
plume.

[
<
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SUMMARY

In some examples, the disclosure describes an example
system including at least one acoustic sensor, a computing
device, and an acoustic data signal processing module. The
at least one acoustic sensor may be configured to generate at
least one acoustic data signal indicative of an acoustic signal
generated by a thermal spray system including a flowstream.
Additionally, the acoustic data signal processing module
may be operable by the computing device to determine an
ignition attribute of the thermal spray system by analyzing
at least a pre-ignition window of the acoustic data signal
received by the computing device.

In some examples, the disclosure describes a technique
that includes receiving, by a computing device, from at least
one acoustic sensor, at least one acoustic data signal indica-
tive of an acoustic signal generated by a thermal spray
system comprising a flowstream. The computing device may
determine an ignition attribute of the thermal spray system
by analyzing at least a pre-ignition window of the acoustic
data signal.

In some examples, the disclosure describes a computer
readable storage medium includes instructions that, when
executed, cause at least one processor to receive, from at
least one acoustic sensor, at least one acoustic data signal
indicative of an acoustic signal generated by a thermal spray
system comprising a flowstream. The instruction also may
cause the at least one processor to determine an ignition
attribute of the thermal spray system by analyzing at least a
pre-ignition window of the acoustic data signal.

The details of one or more examples are set forth in the
accompanying drawings and the description below. Other
features, objects, and advantages will be apparent from the
description and drawings, and from the claims.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a conceptual block diagram illustrating an
example thermal spray system including a flowstream, at
least one acoustic sensor, and a computing device for
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analyzing an acoustic signal generated by the thermal spray
system to determine an ignition attribute.

FIG. 2 is a conceptual block diagram illustrating an
example of a computing device for analyzing an acoustic
signal generated by a thermal spray system including a
flowstream to determine an ignition attribute.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating an example technique
for analyzing an acoustic signal generated by a thermal
spray system including a flowstream to determine an igni-
tion attribute.

FIG. 4 is a chart presenting a plot of peak frequencies and
intensities associated with example ignition events.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The disclosure describes systems and techniques for ana-
lyzing an acoustic signal of a flowstream flowing through a
thermal spray gun to determine an ignition attribute of a
flowstream. A thermal spray system may include at least one
component, such as a spray gun, a powder feed system, a gas
feed system, or like. During a thermal spray process, the
spray gun may generate a spray by energizing the flow-
stream (for example, by subjecting the flowstream to plasma
or ignition), subjecting spray material to the energized
flowstream, which at least partially melts the spray material,
and directing the at least partially melted spray material
toward a spray target. The at least partially melted spray
material contacts the spray target to form a coating of the
spray material on the spray target. In HVOF systems, the
flowstream may include oxygen and a fuel.

Various deviations in process parameters (e.g., tempera-
ture, pressure, flowrate, or composition of the flowstream) or
system component conditions (gun nozzle wear, configura-
tion of the spray gun) from nominal or designed values may
lead to partial or complete failure of the spray process (e.g.,
ignition failure, intermittent ignition, or failure to satisfac-
torily melt or propel spray material). This may also lead to
unsatisfactory coating characteristics, for instance, unsatis-
factory coating thickness, composition, phase constitution,
or the like. If an unsatisfactory ignition of the flowstream is
detected, one or more of a shutdown, investigation, adjust-
ment, correction, and restart of the flowstream may be
utilized to avoid unsatisfactory coating of the coating target.
However, unsatisfactory ignition may be difficult to detect,
and restarting thermal spraying process may take undesir-
able amounts of time. Hence, predicting unsatisfactory igni-
tion of the flowstream before the spraying is initiated, or
determining unsatisfactory ignition soon after spraying is
initiated, for instance, before introducing the powder feed
into the energized flowstream, may reduce lost time due to
the unsatisfactory ignition and resulting effects on the ther-
mal spray process.

During operation of the thermal spray system, the flow of
the flowstream through various system components may
generate sound, which may be associated with thermal spray
parameters, system component conditions, or both. In accor-
dance with this disclosure, a thermal spray system may
include at least one acoustic sensor configured to generate at
least one acoustic data signal representative of the sound.
The system also may include a computing device configured
to analyze a pre-ignition window of the at least one acoustic
data signal to determine whether an ignition attribute of the
flowstream is within a nominal or expected range, or if the
ignition attribute is different from an expected value. In
some examples, the computing device additionally may
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determine occurrence of an ignition event and select the
pre-ignition window based on the at least one acoustic data
signal.

The thermal spray system described herein may perform
real-time or near real-time analysis of the acoustic data
signal, which may allow real-time or near real-time detec-
tion of the ignition attribute. In the event of an ignition
failure, this may allow stopping or restarting of the thermal
spray process early in the process, reducing or eliminating
wasted time due to thermal spraying after ignition failure or
poor ignition.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an example thermal
spray system 100. In some examples, thermal spray system
100 includes a high velocity oxygen fuel (HVOF) system. In
some examples, thermal spray system 100 includes an
enclosure 110, a thermal spray gun 120, at least one acoustic
sensor 140, and a computing device 180.

Enclosure 110 encloses some components of thermal
spray system 100, including, for example, thermal spray gun
120 and at least one acoustic sensor 140. In some examples,
enclosure 110 substantially completely surrounds thermal
spray gun 120 and at least acoustic sensor 140 and encloses
an atmosphere. The atmosphere may include, for example,
air, an inert atmosphere, a vacuum, or the like. In some
examples, the atmosphere may be selected based on the type
(e.g., composition) of coating being applied using thermal
spray system 100. Enclosure 110 also encloses a spray target
160. In some examples, enclosure 110 includes a spray
booth. In some example, computing device 180 is disposed
within spray chamber 110. In some examples, computing
device 180 is disposed outside spray chamber 110.

Spray target 160 includes a substrate to be coated using
thermal spray system 100. In some examples, spray target
160 may include, for example, a substrate on which a bond
coat, a primer coat, a hard coat, a wear-resistant coating, a
thermal barrier coating, an environmental barrier coating, or
the like is to be deposited. Spray target 160 may include a
substrate or body of any regular or irregular shape, geom-
etry, or configuration. In some examples, spray target 160
may include metal, plastic, glass, or the like. Spray target
160 may be a component used in any one or more mechani-
cal systems, including, for example, a high temperature
mechanical system such as a gas turbine engine.

Computing device 180 may be configured to control
operation of one or more components of thermal spray
system 100 automatically or under control of a user. For
example, computing device 180 may be configured to con-
trol operation of thermal spray gun 120, gas feed line 130
(and the source of gas to gas feed line 130), material feed
line 150 (and the source of material to material feed line
150), at least one acoustic sensor 140, and the like. Com-
puting device 180 also may be configured to receive at least
one acoustic data signal 142 from at least one acoustic
sensor 140 and analyze the at least one acoustic data signal
142 to determine one or more process attributes of thermal
spray system 100.

Thermal spray gun 120 is coupled to a spray material feed
line 150 via material inlet port 128 and a gas feed line 130
via gas inlet port 134. Material feed line 150 may be coupled
to a material source (not shown) that is located external to
enclosure 110. Coating material may be fed through material
feed line 150 in the form of one or more of a wire, a powder,
a liquid, or a suspension, or the like, and may mix with gas
from gas feed line 130 within thermal spray gun 120. The
composition of the coating material may be based upon the
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composition of the coating to be deposited on spray target
160, and may include, for example, a metal, an alloy, a
ceramic, or the like.

Gas feed line 130 provides a flowstream to gas inlet port
134 of thermal spray gun 120. Gas feed line 130 may be
coupled to a gas source (not shown) that is external to
enclosure 110. The flowstream may include oxygen and a
fuel. In some examples, the fuel may include a liquid fuel,
a vaporized liquid fuel, an atomized liquid fuel, a gaseous
fuel, or a fuel otherwise combinable with oxygen to generate
an ignitable mixture.

In some examples, thermal spray gun 120 includes a
chamber 122 for subjecting spray material to the energized
flowstream prior to spray outlet 126. In some examples,
thermal spray gun 120 includes a plasma source and a
plasma chamber for energizing the flowstream. In other
examples, thermal spray gun 120 uses an ignition chamber
to energize the flowstream by igniting and combusting the
flowstream. In other examples, spray material may be intro-
duced to the energized flowstream after exit flowstream 136
exits outlet 126. Outlet 126 of thermal spray gun 120 may
be configured and positioned to direct the exit flowstream
136 including at least partially melted coating material at
spray target 160.

As shown in FIG. 1, an exit flowstream 136 exits an outlet
126 of thermal spray gun 120. In some examples, outlet 126
includes a spray gun nozzle. In some examples, the flow-
stream is initially allowed to stabilize and exit unenergized
through spray outlet 126, so that exit flowstream 136 ini-
tially includes the unenergized flowstream (with or without
spray material). In examples, the composition, flow rate,
temperature, or the like of the flowstream may change
during the initial stabilization period.

In some examples, thermal spray system 100 may include
an igniter 124, such as a spark plug or a lighter, for igniting
flowstream 130. In some examples, thermal spray gun 120
includes igniter 124. In other examples, igniter 124 is
external to thermal spray gun 120. Igniter 124 may be
triggered manually or automatically to ignite flowstream
130, for instance, manually by an operator or automatically
under control of computing device 180. After the flowstream
is energized (for example, by subjecting it to plasma or
combustion) exit flowstream 136 may initially include the
energized flowstream (and not the coating material) or may
include at least partially melted coating material carried by
the energized flowstream. In some examples, the energized
flowstream is allowed to stabilize before introducing the
spray material. After introduction of the spray material, the
energized flowstream partially, substantially, or completely
melts the spray material. In some examples, after ignition,
and after subjecting the spray material to the ignited flow-
stream, exit flowstream 136 may include, in addition to
combustion products of the flowstream, semi-melted or
melted particles, drops, droplets, globules, or other coat-
providing forms of the spray material carried and propelled
at relatively high velocities by the ignited flowstream in exit
flowstream 136 towards spray target 160.

Thermal spray system 100 includes at least one acoustic
sensor 140. In some examples, as shown in FIG. 1, thermal
spray system 100 includes a plurality of acoustic sensors,
such as at least two acoustic sensors 140. Each of the at least
one acoustic sensor 140 is configured to sense acoustic
signals 132 (e.g., sound). Acoustic signals 132 may be
generated by one or more components or processes of
thermal spray system 100, including thermal spray gun 120.
The at least one acoustic sensor 140 may include, for
example, may include an acoustic sensing element such as
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a microphone or a sound-to-electric transducer or electro-
magnetic, capacitive, or piezoelectric elements that generate
an electrical signal in response to incident sound waves. The
at least one acoustic sensor 140 may be configured to sense
acoustic signals 132 with a predetermined wavelength or
wavelength range. In some examples, the at least one
acoustic sensor 140 may be configured to sense acoustic
signals 132 that may or may not be detectable by human
hearing, including infrasound and ultrasound. In various
examples, acoustic signals 132 may include frequencies
below about 20 Hz, from about 20 Hz to about 20 kHz, from
about 20 kHz to about 2 MHz, higher than about 2 MHz, or
combinations thereof. Each of the at least one acoustic
sensor 140 is configured to generate a respective acoustic
data signal 142 based on the sensed acoustic signal 132 and
communicate the respective acoustic data signal 142 to
computing device 180.

In examples, system 100 includes at least one amplifier or
preamplifier for amplifying the electrical signals produced
by the at least one acoustic sensor 140. For example, the at
least one acoustic sensor 140 may include amplifiers. The at
least one acoustic sensor 140 may transmit the acoustic data
signal using electrical signals, Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, radio, or
any other suitable transmission pathway. In some examples,
some components of the at least one acoustic sensor 140
such as the acoustic sensing element, the data generating
element, or the transmitter may be integrated into a single
integrated circuit or chip or device. In some examples, the at
least one acoustic sensor 140 may be configured, for
instance, by situating, locating, orienting, or pointing to
enhance detection of acoustic signals 132. In some
examples, the at least one acoustic sensor 140 include an
acoustic sensor network. In some examples, the at least one
acoustic sensor 140 may include conductive leads or wire-
less transmitters for transmitting at least one acoustic data
signal 142 in a manner receivable by computing device 180.

Thermal spray system 100 may generate different acoustic
signals 132 during different stages of the thermal spray
process, for instance, during startup, stabilization, spraying,
and shutdown. For example, acoustic signals 132 may
include frequencies exhibiting increased intensities across a
number of frequency bands during an ignition event. In
some examples, if ignition is not successful, incomplete,
intermittent, or otherwise unsatisfactory, acoustic signals
132 may include frequencies that exhibit different intensities
than those expected or associated with satisfactory ignition
across at least one frequency band. In some examples, a
variation in the flowstream through gas feed line 130 and
exiting through spray outlet 126 may affect the velocity,
viscosity, and density of the exit flowstream 136, which may
lead to detectable changes in the frequency spectrum of
acoustic signals 132, before, during, or after ignition. In
some examples, acoustic signals 132 may differ when dif-
ferent types or configurations of thermal spray gun 120 or
spray outlet 126 are used, for instance, when the wrong
nozzle is used for the coating material being used, which
may lead to unsatisfactory ignition.

Each of the at least one acoustic sensor 140 senses at least
one of acoustic signals 132, and in response, generates at
least one data signal 142. The at least one acoustic data
signal 142 may be indicative of at least one of acoustic
signals 132. In some examples, the at least one acoustic data
signal 142 may be indicative of a superposition of acoustic
signals 132. In some examples, the at least one acoustic
sensors 140 may be active before ignition, or before and
during ignition, or before, during, and after ignition.
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The at least one acoustic data signal 142 includes at least
a pre-ignition window. In some examples, the pre-ignition
window may correspond to portions of acoustic signals 132
generated prior to an ignition event, for instance, ignition of
the flowstream. In some examples, the pre-ignition window
corresponds to a duration that includes about 5 seconds or
about 3 seconds preceding ignition. In some examples, at
least one acoustic data signal 142 also includes data repre-
sentative of the ignition event.

Computing device 180 is configured to receive at least
one acoustic data signal 142. Computing device 180 may be
configured to analyze the pre-ignition window of at least one
acoustic data signal 142 to determine an ignition attribute.
Thus, in some examples, computing device 180 may deter-
mine an ignition attribute including at least one of satisfac-
tory ignition, unsatisfactory ignition, or ignition failure,
shortly after ignition is initiated or attempted, for instance,
before spray material is introduced to thermal spray gun 120.
In some examples, computing device 180 may determine the
ignition attribute based on one of a peak frequency or a peak
intensity (intensity of the peak frequency) within a selected
frequency band. For example, the selected frequency band
may include frequencies between about 3.8 kHz and about
4.4 kHz. In some examples, computing device 180 may
compare one or both of peak frequency and peak intensity
within the selected frequency band with a respective fre-
quency threshold or frequency value and an intensity thresh-
old or an intensity value to determine the ignition attribute.
In some examples, computing device 180 determines the
ignition attribute to include satisfactory ignition if the peak
frequency is less than or equal to a frequency threshold
value, and the peak intensity is greater than or equal to an
intensity threshold value.

In this way, by utilizing at least one acoustic data signal
140, thermal spray system 100 described herein may per-
form real-time or near real-time analysis of at least one
acoustic data signal 142, which may allow real-time or near
real-time detection of the ignition attribute of thermal spray
system 100. Further, monitoring a signal representative of
the ignition attribute of thermal spray system 100 may
provide a more accurate indication of an ignition attribute
(for example, satisfactory ignition, unsatisfactory ignition,
or ignition failure) of thermal spray system 100, e.g., com-
pared to monitoring inputs to thermal spray system 100
using a flow meter, flow controller, amp meter, or voltmeter.
Further, in some examples, flow meters, flow controllers,
amp meters, and voltmeters may require calibration, and
falling out of calibration may reduce the accuracy of the
feedback provided by out-of-calibration flow meters, flow
controllers, amp meters, and voltmeters.

FIG. 2 is a conceptual block diagram illustrating an
example of computing device 180 illustrated in FIG. 1. In
some examples, computing device 180 may include, for
example, a desktop computer, a laptop computer, a work-
station, a server, a mainframe, a cloud computing system, or
the like. In some examples, computing device 180 controls
the operation of system 100, including, for example, thermal
spray gun 120, gas feed line 130, gas inlet port 134, exit
flowstream 136, the at least one acoustic sensor 140, spray
material feed 150, material inlet port 128, and spray target
160.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 2, computing device
180 includes one or more processors 240, one or more input
devices 242, one or more communication units 244, one or
more output devices 246, and one or more storage devices
248. In some examples, one or more storage devices 248
stores acoustic data signal processing module 250, which
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includes transformation module 252. In other examples,
computing device 180 may include additional components
or fewer components than those illustrated in FIG. 2.

One or more processors 240 are configured to implement
functionality and/or process instructions for execution
within computing device 180. For example, processors 240
may be capable of processing instructions stored by storage
device 248. Examples of one or more processors 40 may
include, any one or more of a microprocessor, a controller,
a digital signal processor (DSP), an application specific
integrated circuit (ASIC), a field-programmable gate array
(FPGA), or equivalent discrete or integrated logic circuitry.

One or more storage devices 248 may be configured to
store information within computing device 180 during
operation. Storage devices 248, in some examples, include
a computer-readable storage medium or computer-readable
storage device. In some examples, storage devices 248
include a temporary memory, meaning that a primary pur-
pose of storage device 248 is not long-term storage. Storage
devices 248, in some examples, include a volatile memory,
meaning that storage device 248 does not maintain stored
contents when power is not provided to storage device 248.
Examples of volatile memories include random access
memories (RAM), dynamic random access memories
(DRAM), static random access memories (SRAM), and
other forms of volatile memories known in the art. In some
examples, storage devices 248 are used to store program
instructions for execution by processors 240. Storage
devices 248, in some examples, are used by software or
applications running on computing device 180 to temporar-
ily store information during program execution.

In some examples, storage devices 248 may further
include one or more storage device 248 configured for
longer-term storage of information. In some examples, stor-
age devices 248 include non-volatile storage elements.
Examples of such non-volatile storage elements include
magnetic hard discs, optical discs, floppy discs, flash memo-
ries, or forms of electrically programmable memories
(EPROM) or electrically erasable and programmable (EE-
PROM) memories.

Computing device 180 further includes one or more
communication units 244. Computing device 180 may uti-
lize communication units 244 to communicate with external
devices (e.g., thermal spray gun 120, gas feed line 130, gas
inlet port 134, exit flowstream 136, at least one acoustic
sensor 140, material feed 150, material inlet port 128, and
spray target 160) via one or more networks, such as one or
more wired or wireless networks. Communication unit 244
may include a network interface card, such as an Ethernet
card, an optical transceiver, a radio frequency transceiver, or
any other type of device that can send and receive informa-
tion. In some examples, the communication connections
may include network links, such as Ethernet, ATM, or other
network connections. Such connections may be wireless
and/or wired connections. In other examples, the commu-
nication connections may include other types of device
connections, such as USB, IEEE 1394, or the like. Other
examples of such network interfaces may include WiFi
radios or Universal Serial Bus (USB). In some examples,
computing device 180 utilizes communication units 244 to
wirelessly communicate with an external device such as a
server.

Computing device 180 also includes one or more input
devices 242. Input devices 242, in some examples, are
configured to receive input from a user through tactile,
audio, or video sources. Examples of input devices 242
include a mouse, a keyboard, a voice responsive system,
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video camera, microphone, touchscreen, or any other type of
device for detecting a command from a user.

Computing device 180 may further include one or more
output devices 246. Output devices 46, in some examples,
are configured to provide output to a user using audio or
video media. For example, output devices 246 may include
a display, a sound card, a video graphics adapter card, or any
other type of device for converting a signal into an appro-
priate form understandable to humans or machines. In some
examples, computing device 180 outputs at least one of an
alert or a representation of the at least one acoustic data
signal 142, the ignition attribute, the frequency-domain
spectrum, or a spectrogram, via output devices 246.

In some examples, computing device 180 may generate
an alert in response to the least one attribute, via output
devices 246. In some examples, computing device 180 may
generate auditory signals, such as a beep, an alert tone, or an
alerting sound, or visual signals, such as an icon on a display,
flashing lights, or a combination of visual and audible
signals, to indicate an unsatisfactory ignition. In some
examples, an operator may thus be alerted, and may choose
to investigate system 100. In another example, computing
device 180 may generate an alert in the form of an alert
signal transmitted over a network to another computing
device, including a hand-held computing device, for
instance, a cellphone. The alert signal may include infor-
mation about the attribute, for instance, the ignition quality.

Computing device 180 also may include acoustic data
signal processing module 250, which includes transforma-
tion module 252. Acoustic data signal processing module
250 and transformation module 252 may be implemented in
various ways. For example, acoustic data signal processing
module 250, transformation module 252, or both may be
implemented as software, such as an executable application
or an operating system, or firmware executed by one or more
processors 240. In other examples, acoustic data signal
processing module 250, transformation module 252, or both
may be implemented as part of a hardware unit of computing
device 200. Functions performed by acoustic data signal
processing module 250 and transformation module 252 are
explained below with reference to the example flow diagram
illustrated in FIG. 3.

Computing device 180 may include additional compo-
nents that, for clarity, are not shown in FIG. 2. For example,
computing device 180 may include a power supply to
provide power to the components of computing device 180.
Similarly, the components of computing device 180 shown
in FIG. 2 may not be necessary in every example of
computing device 180.

Examples of thermal spray system 100 and computing
device 180 are described with reference to FIGS. 1 and 2
above, including examples of at least one acoustic sensor
140 for generating at least one acoustic data signal 142
indicative of acoustic signals 132 generated by thermal
spray system 100. Example techniques for analyzing at least
one data signals to determine an ignition attribute of are
described with reference to FIG. 3 below.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating an example technique
for analyzing an acoustic signal generated by a thermal
spray system including a flowstream to determine an igni-
tion attribute. In some examples, a computing device, such
as computing device 180, may implement the technique of
FIG. 3 to analyze the at least one acoustic data signal 142
indicative of acoustic signals 132 generated by thermal
spray system 100 described in various examples with ref-
erence to FIG. 1. The technique of FIG. 3 will be described
with reference to thermal spray system 100 of FIG. 1, and
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computing device 180 of FIGS. 1 and 2, for purposes of
description only. It will be appreciated that the technique of
FIG. 3 may be used to analyze at least one acoustic data
signal to determine an ignition attribute of other thermal
spray systems, that other computing devices may implement
the technique of FIG. 3, or both.

The technique of FIG. 3 includes receiving, by computing
device 180, from at least one acoustic sensor 140, at least
one acoustic data signal 142 indicative of acoustic signals
132 generated by thermal spray system (320). In some
examples, at least one acoustic data signal 142 may include
analog signals and acoustic data signal processing module
250 of computing device 180 may process the at least one
acoustic data signal 142 by performing an analog-to-digital
conversion. In other examples, the received at least one
acoustic data signal 142 may include digital signals and no
analog-to-digital conversion may be performed. In some
examples, acoustic data signal processing module 250 may
filter at least one acoustic data signal 142 through at least
one signal processing filter such as band pass filters, high
pass filters, low pass filters, comb filters, notch filters, or
other filters, for instance, deconvolution filters or noise
filters to select one or more frequency bands of at least one
acoustic data signal 142, filter out undesirable signal com-
ponents, such as noise, superfluous signal components, such
as harmonics, or to reduce or compress the information in at
least one acoustic data signal 142.

In some examples, transformation module 252 of com-
puting device 180 may transform at least one acoustic data
signal 142 to a frequency-domain spectrum by extracting
frequency and corresponding intensity components of at
least one acoustic data signal 142 and identifying intensity
as a function of frequency. For example, transformation
module 252 may transform at least one acoustic data signal
142 from the time domain to the frequency-domain using at
least one of a fast Fourier transform or a discrete Fourier
transform. Transformation module 252 of computing device
180 may perform the transformation before, during, or after
other processing of at least one acoustic data signal 142,
such as filtering described above. In some examples, com-
puting device 180 may perform at least some of the subse-
quent processing of at least one acoustic data signal 142
described herein in the frequency-domain.

In some examples, the technique of FIG. 3 optionally
includes determining, by acoustic data signal processing
module 250 of computing device 180, that an ignition event
has occurred (330). For example, at least one acoustic data
signal 142 may include signals generated before, during and
after ignition, and acoustic data signal processing module
250 may identify the ignition event by analyzing at least one
acoustic data signal 142.

In some examples, acoustic data signal processing module
250 may identify an ignition event by at least comparing
intensities of a plurality of frequencies to respective thresh-
old intensity values. The plurality of frequencies may
include frequencies distributed across multiple frequency
bands in an expected frequency spectrum (e.g., including
frequencies from a known lower frequency range, a known
central frequency range, and a known higher frequency
range). In some examples, acoustic data signal processing
module 250 may identify an ignition event by determining
that at least some, a majority, or substantially all of the
frequencies of the plurality of frequencies exhibit respective
intensities greater than or equal to the respective threshold
intensity values.

In some examples, acoustic data signal processing module
250 may transform an ignition check window of at least one
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acoustic data signal 142 received at time t to a frequency-
domain spectrum and identify whether an ignition event
occurred within the ignition check window by analyzing the
frequency-domain spectrum of the ignition check window.
In some examples, each ignition check window has a
predetermined duration, and acoustic data signal processing
module 250 may select ignition check windows periodically
and analyze the respective ignition check windows to deter-
mine if an ignition event occurred during the selected
ignition check window. In some examples, computing
device 180 selects adjacent, abutting, or overlapping ignition
check windows from at least one acoustic data signal 142, so
that at least one ignition check window of the series of
ignition check windows includes an ignition event.

Acoustic data signal processing module 250 may analyze
ignition check windows received at each time interval t to
identify if an ignition event occurred within an ignition
check window. In some examples, if acoustic data signal
processing module 250 identifies an ignition event within an
ignition check window, acoustic data signal processing
module 250 may select a portion of at least one acoustic data
signal 142 preceding that ignition check window as the
pre-ignition window. In some examples, acoustic data signal
processing module 250 may select about 3 seconds of at
least one acoustic data signal 142 immediately preceding the
ignition event as the pre-ignition window.

In other examples, acoustic data signal processing module
250 may not determine an ignition event based on at least
one acoustic data signal 142. Instead, in some examples,
computing device 180 may identify the time stamp of the
ignition event by analyzing a non-acoustic data signal, for
instance, by analyzing an optical, electrical, or other signal,
and may select the pre-ignition window by selecting a
portion of at least one signal 142 preceding a time stamp of
the ignition event. In some examples, a device other than
computing device 180 may detect the ignition event, for
instance, by analyzing an acoustic, optical, electrical, or
other signal and send the time-stamp of the ignition event to
computing device 180, so that acoustic data signal process-
ing module 250 can select the pre-ignition window of at least
one acoustic data signal 142 based on the time-stamp. In
some examples, the pre-ignition window may be identified
by another device, and only the pre-ignition window of at
least one acoustic data signal 142 may be provided to
computing device 180.

Regardless of the technique by which the pre-ignition
window is identified, the technique of FIG. 3 also includes
determining, by acoustic data signal processing module 250
of computing device 180, an ignition attribute of thermal
spray system 100 by analyzing at least a pre-ignition win-
dow of acoustic data signal 142 (340).

In examples in which transform module 252 transforms at
least one acoustic data signal 142 from the time domain to
the frequency-domain, acoustic data signal processing mod-
ule 250 of computing device 180 may analyze the fre-
quency-domain spectrum to determine the ignition attribute.
For example, signal processing module 250 of computing
device 180 may select a frequency band (e.g., a predeter-
mined frequency band) using a filter, such as a band pass
filter, or another technique. The frequency band may be
selected to include frequencies representative of ignition
attributes, which may be determined, e.g., using experimen-
tation. For example, the selected frequency band comprises
frequencies from about 3.8 kHz to about 4.5 kHz.

Acoustic data signal processing module 250 may extract
one or both of a peak intensity and a peak frequency from
the selected frequency band to determine the ignition attri-
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bute. In some examples, acoustic data signal processing
module 250 may compare the peak intensity within the
frequency band with an intensity threshold value or an
intensity range, may compare the peak frequency within the
frequency band with a frequency threshold value or range to
determine the ignition attribute.

In some examples, acoustic data signal processing module
250 may identify the peak intensity within the frequency
band by identifying the maximum intensity from all inten-
sities of respective frequencies within the selected frequency
band. In some examples, acoustic data signal processing
module 250 may determine the ignition attribute to include
satisfactory ignition if the peak intensity is greater than or
equal to a predetermined intensity threshold, and unsatis-
factory ignition if the peak intensity is less than the prede-
termined intensity threshold. In some examples, acoustic
data signal processing module 250 may determine the igni-
tion attribute to include ignition failure if the peak intensity
is very small compared to the predetermined intensity
threshold, for instance, if the peak intensity is less than 10%,
or less than 5%, or less than 1%, or less than 0.1% of the
predetermined intensity threshold.

In some examples, acoustic data signal processing module
250 may identify the peak frequency within the selected
frequency band by identifying the frequency at which the
frequency band exhibits the maximum or peak intensity.
Acoustic data signal processing module 250 may compare
the peak frequency within the selected frequency band with
a frequency threshold value to determine the ignition attri-
bute. For example, acoustic data signal processing module
250 may determine the ignition attribute to include unsat-
isfactory ignition if the peak frequency is greater than or
equal to a predetermined frequency threshold, and satisfac-
tory ignition if the peak frequency is less than the predeter-
mined intensity threshold. In some examples, acoustic data
signal processing module 250 may compare the peak fre-
quency within the selected frequency band with a predeter-
mined frequency range to determine the ignition attribute.
For example, acoustic data signal processing module 250
may determine the ignition attribute to include satisfactory
ignition if the peak frequency is within the predetermined
frequency range and unsatisfactory ignition if the peak
frequency is outside the predetermined frequency range.

In some examples, in addition to distinguishing between
satisfactory ignition events and ignition failure, acoustic
signals 132 may indicate that thermal spray gun 120 is being
used with an inappropriate coating material. For example,
acoustic signals 132, and consequently, at least one acoustic
data signal 142, may differ when different types or configu-
rations of thermal spray gun 120 or spray outlet 126 are
used. For example, acoustic signals 132, and consequently,
at least one acoustic data signal 142, may differ when the
wrong nozzle is used for the coating material being used. In
some examples, a gun mismatch may result in a change in
at least one of peak frequency or peak intensity within a
selected frequency band compared to the peak frequency
and peak intensity exhibited when the thermal spray gun is
matched with or appropriate for the spray material or the
parameters of the thermal spray process. In response to
receiving at least one acoustic data signal 142 from a
configuration in which thermal spray gun 120 is not matched
with the coating material or coating process parameters,
acoustic data signal processing module 250 may determine
the ignition attribute to include a gun mismatch. In some
examples, acoustic data signal processing module 250 may
determine a mismatch if the peak intensity is greater than or
equal to a predetermined mismatch intensity threshold, if the
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peak frequency is greater than or equal to a predetermined
mismatch frequency threshold, or both. In some examples,
the mismatch frequency threshold may be 3.9 kHz.

In some examples, as described above, at least one
processor 240 may control output devices 246 to output at
least one of an alert or a representation of at least one of at
least one acoustic data signal 142, the ignition attribute, or
a spectrogram (360). In some examples, at least one pro-
cessor 240 may control output devices 246 to output the alert
in a visual form, for instance, as an icon or a pop-up message
at a display. In some examples, at least one processor 240
may control output devices 246 to output the alert in an
audible form played through a speaker. In some examples, at
least one processor 240 may control at least one communi-
cation unit 244 to transmit a signal indicating an alert to a
second computing device, over a wired or wireless commu-
nication channel, for instance to a wall-mounted device, a
hand-held device, or a peripheral that may output the alert.
In some examples, at least one processor 240 may control
output devices 246 to output the alert as a tactile signal, for
instance, a vibration-based alert.

In some examples, the techniques described with refer-
ence to FIG. 3 may be implemented as real-time, near
real-time, or online processes, so that computing device 180
generates an alert relatively immediately if the ignition
attribute includes unsatisfactory ignition or ignition failure.
In some examples, the techniques may be implemented as an
offline process or a post-processing diagnostic tool, so that
computing device 180 diagnoses a past ignition attribute.

In some examples, computing device 180 may determine
imminent shutdown of thermal spray system 100 when
intensities substantially decrease across a majority of or
substantially all of the plurality of frequencies.

The techniques described in this disclosure may be imple-
mented, at least in part, in hardware, software, firmware, or
any combination thereof. For example, various aspects of
the described techniques may be implemented within one or
more processors, including one or more microprocessors,
digital signal processors (DSPs), application specific inte-
grated circuits (ASICs), field programmable gate arrays
(FPGAs), or any other equivalent integrated or discrete logic
circuitry, as well as any combinations of such components.
The term “processor” or “processing circuitry” may gener-
ally refer to any of the foregoing logic circuitry, alone or in
combination with other logic circuitry, or any other equiva-
lent circuitry. A control unit including hardware may also
perform one or more of the techniques of this disclosure.

Such hardware, software, and firmware may be imple-
mented within the same device or within separate devices to
support the various techniques described in this disclosure.
In addition, any of the described units, modules or compo-
nents may be implemented together or separately as discrete
but interoperable logic devices. Depiction of different fea-
tures as modules or units is intended to highlight different
functional aspects and does not necessarily imply that such
modules or units must be realized by separate hardware,
firmware, or software components. Rather, functionality
associated with one or more modules or units may be
performed by separate hardware, firmware, or software
components, or integrated within common or separate hard-
ware, firmware, or software components.

The techniques described in this disclosure may also be
embodied or encoded in a computer system-readable
medium, such as a computer system-readable storage
medium, containing instructions. Instructions embedded or
encoded in a computer system-readable medium, including
a computer system-readable storage medium, may cause one
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or more programmable processors, or other processors, to
implement one or more of the techniques described herein,
such as when instructions included or encoded in the com-
puter system-readable medium are executed by the one or
more processors. Computer system readable storage media
may include random access memory (RAM), read only
memory (ROM), programmable read only memory
(PROM), erasable programmable read only memory
(EPROM), electronically erasable programmable read only
memory (EEPROM), flash memory, a hard disk, a compact
disc ROM (CD-ROM), a floppy disk, a cassette, magnetic
media, optical media, or other computer system readable
media. In some examples, an article of manufacture may
comprise one or more computer system-readable storage
media.

EXAMPLES
Example 1

FIG. 4 is a chart illustrating a plot of peak frequencies and
intensities associated with example ignition events. 21 igni-
tion events were monitored, and the peak frequencies and
intensities identified within a selected frequency band of 3.8
kHz to 4.5 kHz. Satisfactory ignition events 440 exhibited
peak frequencies of more than about 3.9 kHz and less than
about 4 kHz and intensities greater than about -88 dB.
Unsatisfactory ignition events 460 exhibited peak frequen-
cies of greater than about 4 kHz and intensities less than
about —-88 dB. Mismatched ignition events 420 associated
with using the wrong nozzle or mismatched gun type for the
spray material exhibited peak frequencies of less than about
3.9 kHz.

Various examples have been described. These and other
examples are within the scope of the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A system comprising: at least one acoustic sensor
configured to generate at least one acoustic data signal
indicative of an acoustic signal generated by a thermal spray
system comprising a flowstream; a computing device com-
prising at least one processor; an acoustic data signal pro-
cessing module operable by the at least one processor to
determine an ignition attribute of the thermal spray system
by analyzing at least a pre-ignition window of the acoustic
data signal received by the computing device by at least:
transforming the at least one acoustic data signal associated
with the pre-ignition window to a frequency-domain spec-
trum, and comparing a peak intensity within a selected
frequency band of the frequency-domain spectrum with a
predetermined intensity range for the selected frequency
band to determine the ignition attribute of the thermal spray
system; and an output device configured to output at least
one of an alert or a representation of at least one of the at
least one acoustic data signal, the ignition attribute, or a
spectrogram associated with the pre-ignition window,
wherein the computing device is configured to, in response
to determining that the ignition attribute is indicative of
ignition failure or improper ignition, stop or restart a thermal
spray process performed by the thermal spray system by
sending a control signal to the thermal spray system before
introducing spray material into the flowstream.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the ignition attribute
comprises at least one of a satisfactory ignition, an unsat-
isfactory ignition, and an ignition failure.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the acoustic data signal
processing module is further operable by the at least one
processor to transform the at least one acoustic data signal
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to the frequency-domain spectrum using at least one of a
discrete Fourier transform or a fast Fourier transform.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the acoustic data signal
processing module is operable by the at least one processor
to identify an ignition event by at least comparing intensities
of a plurality of frequencies to respective threshold intensity
values and selecting a portion of the at least one acoustic
data signal preceding the ignition event as the pre-ignition
window.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the acoustic data signal
processing module is operable by the at least one processor
to compare a peak frequency within the selected frequency
band with a predetermined frequency range to determine the
ignition attribute of the thermal spray system.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the selected frequency
band comprises frequencies from about 3.8 kHz to about 4.5
kHz.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the pre-ignition win-
dow comprises less than about 3 seconds of the at least one
acoustic data signal preceding the ignition event.

8. A method comprising: receiving, by a computing
device, from at least one acoustic sensor, at least one
acoustic data signal indicative of an acoustic signal gener-
ated by a thermal spray system comprising a flowstream;
determining, by the computing device, an ignition attribute
of the thermal spray system by analyzing at least a pre-
ignition window of the acoustic data signal by at least:
transforming the at least one acoustic data signal to a
frequency-domain spectrum, and comparing a peak intensity
within a selected frequency band with a predetermined
intensity range for the selected frequency band; causing, by
the computing device, an output device to output at least one
of an alert or a representation of at least one of the at least
one acoustic data signal, the ignition attribute, or a spectro-
gram; and causing, by the computing device, in response to
determining that the ignition attribute is indicative of igni-
tion failure or improper ignition, stop or restart a thermal
spray process performed by the thermal spray system by
sending a control signal to the thermal spray system before
introducing spray material into the flowstream.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the ignition attribute
comprises at least one of a satisfactory ignition, an unsat-
isfactory ignition, and an ignition failure.

10. The method of claim 8, wherein determining the
ignition attribute comprises transforming, by the computing
device, the at least one acoustic data signal to the frequency-
domain spectrum using at least one of a fast Fourier trans-
form or a discrete Fourier transform.

11. The method of claim 8, wherein determining the
ignition attribute comprises comparing a peak frequency
within the selected frequency band with a predetermined
frequency range.

12. The method of claim 8, wherein the selected fre-
quency band comprises frequencies from about 3.8 kHz to
about 4.5 kHz.

13. The method of claim 8, wherein the pre-ignition
window comprises less than about 3 seconds of the at least
one acoustic data signal preceding the ignition event.

14. The method of claim 8, wherein the analyzing com-
prises identifying an ignition event by at least comparing
intensities of a plurality of frequencies to respective thresh-
old intensity values and selecting a portion of the at least one
acoustic data signal preceding the ignition event as the
pre-ignition window.

15. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
comprising instructions that, when executed, cause at least
one processor to: receive, from at least one acoustic sensor,
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at least one acoustic data signal indicative of an acoustic
signal generated by a thermal spray system comprising a
flowstream; determine an ignition attribute of the thermal
spray system by analyzing at least a pre-ignition window of
the acoustic data signal by at least: transforming the at least
one acoustic data signal associated with the pre-ignition
window to a frequency-domain spectrum, and comparing a
peak intensity within a selected frequency band of the
frequency-domain spectrum with a predetermined intensity
range for the selected frequency band to determine the
ignition attribute of the thermal spray system; cause an
output device to output at least one of an alert or a repre-
sentation of at least one of the at least one acoustic data
signal, the ignition attribute, or a spectrogram; and cause, in
response to determining that the ignition attribute is indica-
tive of ignition failure or improper ignition, stop or restart a
thermal spray process performed by the thermal spray
system by sending a control signal to the thermal spray
system before introducing spray material into the flow-
stream.
16. The non-transitory computer readable medium of
claim 15, further comprising instructions, that when
executed, cause the at least one processor to:
transform the at least one acoustic data signal to the
frequency-domain spectrum using at least one of a fast
Fourier transform or a discrete Fourier transform, and

determine the ignition attribute by at least comparing a
peak frequency within the selected frequency band with
a predetermined frequency range.
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