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Loudoun County is one of the te's leading agric
in the state in income from sales of dairy pro

livestock other than ultry Income from sales of livestock and live-
stock products compr ’ ar, the major portion of the total agricultural
income ) ounty amounting to 89,78 of the total, Income derived from
sales of ¢ 3 amounted to 1 f the total value of agricultural products
sol k accounting for 3% eof

T ¢ 1 "y ! for § e total of all livestoc
and livestock products Beef i d |
€2

bhogs accow for
of# and poultry, 6,08 of t t - : ,ock and livestock pro-
ducts s0l« Loudoun Count * crops grown in the county are corn,

orchard grass seed is an important
county, Loudoun leading all other

part of

There are 1 38 farms L county with an average of 192,08 acres.
The total pepuls T4 g ounty in 1950 was 21,147, of which 10,751
were rural fam, rural non-farm families,

attle numbers, both beef and dairy, estimated at 61,000 head in 1953,
have dropped to an estimated 56,000 head in 1958, During the same

8

C
d period,
however, milk cow numbers showed an increase of approximately 2,800,
Sheep numbers have stalflized following an estimated dop of appr

3,000 head from 1950 to 1958, Swine numbers have also stabilized follow-

imated decrease of a oxim 000 head from 1950 to 1958,

n est

Corn acreage and yleld hi remained fairly stable during recent
years; however, that pertion of the total deveted to silage has incre
Acreage devoted to wheat defreased tre lously with the introduction of
acreage allottments following the war, but showed an increase in 1958 when
allottments were dropped on heat Acreage devoted to cats and
barley has shown an incre :

ch of the acreage formerly de-
voted to wheat,

Considerable emphasis will be ghced on the Area Bru
cation Program d ng the early part of the year in a effort
to have Loudoun Co y modified-certified Brucellosis free by

May,
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Ihe County Extension Prog vas developed for the mo
special interest commit p for dairying, livestock
iter pre-planning meetings were held with the aid of Exten
involved, each special interest committee was called together,
the meetings the ager discussed with all nes witteemen the purposes
of the meetings, A chairman was selected to preside at each of the
meetings, GLertain b background data was presented by the agents from
whick z5ie of the major problems were dete ned, Following a discussion
of these robl g ain objectives and goals were established, and recommen-

lations to reach these ol ives were formulated,

The L-H County Co 1 an jult leaders assisted ir imilar manner
in determing the County L [T am .

AGRONOMY

The Loudoun County Agronomy Committee is composed of the following
members: E, C, Norman, chairman, Jemnnings F, Fotts, Contee Adams, Paul

Stewart, C, J, Fletcher, John Muncaster, Leslie King (advisory capacity).
A. Situation

Based on information suppli y Extension specialists, 2, wcres
pas land and .73 acres of h 2 wwallable per animal unit in the
county . Also, .57 acres of grain 22 acres of silage are available
animal unit, Based on the above figures, 20.3% of hay equivalent is availe
able from hay, silage and pasture p animal unit in the county, This
rate based on full feeding, is considered average. The
County are among the best to be found in the state, and
Committee felt that the current county yields of forage and grain crops is
below the potential for the county,

The quality of the forage produced in the county (including pastures)
is much lower than it should be, Loudoun County produces approximately
one~half of the orchard grass seed grown in the state and this is an im-
portant cash crop in the western part of the county where orchard grass
grows exceptionally well The average ylelds for the county is approxi-
mately twenty bushels per acre, while the better producers in the ¢ unty
harvest twice this amount, Producers in the county are concerned over




the lower prices received for their seed as compared to prices received
by producers in Kentucky and Missouri, The quality of the seed produced
in the county is equal or superior to that produced in the other states
producing orchard grass seed commercially. OUme reason for the lower
prices received for our seed is the amount of garlic which cannot be
removed by cleaning, GQuack grass, which cammot be removed by cleaning,
was discovered in several fields in the county during 1957.

Results of the 1956 soil analysis reports indicate a need for in-
creased use of lime and fertilizer in the county. Livestock numbe
bave increased at a faster rate than available feed supplies,

Agronomic Need - As Determined by Loudoun County Agronomy Committee,

A need for increase i is of superior quality forage.

need for increased yields per acre of grain crops,
A need for increased yields of s ior quality orchard grass
geed which will be more accej in the market

Continue goal established in 1958 to increase over a five-year
periocd the carrying capacity of pastures from 2,54 acres to 2
acres per forage animal unit, his increase will be spread
uniformly over the years,

Increase the yield per acre 5 ) ‘fhis goal to be
accomplished over a five-ye iod increase to be spread
uniformly over the years,

Increase the average yield ¢ s seed from 20 bushels
to 30 bushels per acre, at t . time improving quality of
seed produced, This go k accomplished over a five-year

10d
period,

Increase corn for i 2 i also small grain
yields by 5% over a five-)

D. Recommendations:
Teaching activities will be conducted on the following recommendations:

1. The use of recommended pasture and hay mixtures and the yroper
fertilization and liming of same will increase yields,

Improved pasture management through rotational grazing and clipping
will increase carrying capacity per acre,

A well balance for yrogram based on a sound forage plan will
furnish quality feed for the entire year and increase carrying
capacity per acre,




Harvesting at the proper time will increase the quality of
forage,

Improved methods of curing will result in higher quality of
forage.

With cost of other items used in production going up, farmers
can use fertilizer more profitably, since fertilizer use may
improve the efficiency in the use of other production items,

Proper seedbed prep tion will result in increased yields,

The use of recommended varieties of forsge and grain crops
will result in increased yields,

The use of certified seed will result in increased ylields, If
home grown seed is used, proper selection, cleaning and treat-
ment will pay large dividends,

10. %o obtain maximum yields, an understanding of the soils on
which the crops are grown is important,

The proper understanding of methods, materials and timing
for insect and weed control will increase forage and field
crop yields,

12, Adequate and timely application of N.P.&K ., will increase
orchard grass seed ylelds and properly timed herbicidal sprays
will help reduce weed problems,

13, Where soil conditions and other conditions permit, land devoted
to corn,silage returns te the farmer high yields of excellent
quality silage,

Chemical analysis of soils is a necessity for efficient farming,

; excess spring growth of grasses and legumes for silage to
juring dry summer months will pay large dividends,

Extension Teaching

1. Conduct spring agronomy tours with assistance of specialiste,
one in upper Loudoun and one in lower Loudoum in late April and
May, Farms will be selected on which excellent improved
pastures are being used, Discuss the advantages to be had
through increased yields and quality of forage when such
pastures are used flexibly for grazing, silage and/or hay. En-
courage harvesting excess growth in spring as silage or hay ®
be used as supp ntary feed during normally dry summer months,
Discuss quality g ges Lo be gained by harvesting forage
at the recommended time, and display samples of early and late
cut silage and hay teo il trate differences in nutrient contents,




Discuss and illustrate yiel nd quality advantages to be had through
y ] J
use of a system of reotation azing in which stands of improved grass
and legumes are used, Disc d illustrate, if @u,‘.:lu‘ advantages
’ ¥ /
of using supplementary fall and spring small grain pastures : supple-
mentary summer pastures of sudan g s or Pearle hl‘let.

Quality hay production uiu e discussed g g of } ured
with aid of stem crusher and s y ary 11 be éi yed, Farmers
losses as a result of weeds, m t about equal to the
combined losses from insects i jeases in the county, A major portion
of one stop on each tour will t to a discussion and a demonstratio
of weed contrel, Emphasis will be placed on weed control in past
corn, Demonstrations on weed control ir pastures will € ShHowr
tour, using 2,4-D sufficiently in advance of tour dates so as
{llustrate advantages,

Quack grass, a potential threat to the orchard grass seed industry in
Loudoun County will be the object of major consideration by the county
agents, In conjunction with the upper Loudoun tour, a mounted sample and
an actually growing sample of quack grass will be shown and control
measures discussed and demonstrated, if possible, Portions of two radio
programs and two news articles will be devoted to bringing this problem
to the attentior seed e and to a discussion of control measure

mounted sample of g k grass will be onspiciocusly displayed in
nt's office an a local seed cleaning plant, along witl
scription of the weed and methods of control, Mimeographed
giving a description of quack grass and '=.“(. giving control
11 be displayed at the county agent's offic This material
also be distributed to local seed dealers and will be distributed at
meetings,

Appropriate bulletins and leaflets will be distributed at all tours
and meetings during the year, This material will be distributed to local
farm supg stores for display and distribution to farmers, Periodic
checks will luring the year which time dealers' supplies will
be repleni

In an effort to er o 1 ist farmers to use recommended
pasture 3 hay mixtur 1 wroperly manage them when established, the
agents will use e ssible media to inform farmers of the assistace
avallable Lo them tiu o Llevel's Program in estadllisiing ad maintaine
ing pasture and hay crops., The agent has found in the past, that making a
notation on soil analysis reports suggesting that farmers request
assistance for establishing and maintaining pasture and hay crops has
resulted in an increase in participation in the program.

8. Arrange a towr of county farmers to the Middleburg Pasture Research
Station. This tour will be held in July, following publicity in the county
paper, on radio and by use of form letters., Discuss and dmonstirate the
advantages of a well-balanced forage program which will, if practiced,
furnish adequgtely good quality feed during the entire year, Discuss and
demonstrate the advantages of harvesting forage at the correct time,




Have farmers observe the various pasture and hay mixtures bei

the Station and discuss with them the relative advantages an

of each and demonstrate to them the advantages of rotational grazing.

the farmers observe and discuss with them the advantages of grazing the
top portion of plants as compared to the bottem portion for increased
milk and beef ylelds

3. In conjuncti C

show to farmers 1 d \ them the results of the 1958 seil
analysis reports for Loudc he results will peint out to them
a eral need for increased f ilizer and lime useage in the county. In
at least five news articles and five radio programs, discuss with farmers
the advantages of taking soil umples and taking them properly, Far too
many soil samples are improperly taken and the results are erroneous,

Fertilizer and seed ddalers in the county will be supplied with soil
testing supplies th inskructions for properly taking seil samples, At
present, approximately one-half of the samples taken in the county are
taken by these men; most of whom do a good job,

L. Conduct a seedbed preparation demonstration in late July or early
August in cooperation with a local machinery dealer to show proper methods
of prep ng a good seedbed,

S. Send copy of extension leaflet #LO "Here's How to Seed that Pasture"
ension leaflet "Alfalfa Seeding Suggestions" along with all
applications for A.C.P. A2 practice,

6. hed ir iewspaper and send to all persons on our
mailing lis a copy ¢ e recommended varieties list for Northern
Pledmont area,

7. Discuss Exter : 4 k wi other professional agricultural
workers in the county & at all may emphasize same or similar recommenda-
tions, OSupply all professional agriculture workers in county with latest
bulletins and circulars concerning recommended agronomy practices,

8. Conduct a soils and fertilizer school in February with assistaice from
Extension specialists and local AS.C, personell., Have discussion of
Dominant Hocks and Major Soils Series of Loudoun County, and show and
discuss the mature and properties of some of the major soils in the
county, Explain how the County Scil Survey can be used to great advantage
in farm plamning as well as for numerous engineering purposes., Discuss
fertilizer and lime recommendations and other soils mansgement practices
on the various soils of the county, Discuss at this meeting the
recommended varieties list for 1959.

9« In conjunction with lower Loudoun agronomy tours, review amd discuss
results of a varietal demonstration set-up in 1958 to compare Kemland and
Chesapeake varieties of clover, Discuss results on radic and write up in
a news article for county newspaper .,




10. Promote the use of certified seed and seed treatment, Discuss on
prepare news article on results of demonstration set up in fall
paring homegrown, untreated seed--home grown and treded seed,

and certified-treated seed,

11. Cooperate to the fullest extent with the County AS.C, office in select-
ing and publicizing those A,C,P, practices which will benefit our farmers
most, Arrange a meeting during April to have A, C.P, practices selected

for Loudoun County explained to fertilizer and seed dealers, and to farmers,
At present, many farmers are not aware of the assistance available to them
and some dealers are misinforming farmers concerning the program,

12. As soon as the enlargenm [ & oll swrvey information is available,
make available to all farmer: ), information, a soils map of their
farms and a productivity rating on 2 he soils found on their farms,

13. Starting in February, by use of radic, newspaper and form letters, supply
all alfalfa producers with the latest information on alfalfa weevil control,
Discuss relative meri of each recommended method., Using the same methods
as given above, recommendations will be supplied farmers on the control of
pea aphid and leafhopper, as well & other insects causing damage, should the

agents feel that it is necessary.
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The agronomy program as outlined will be discussed with farmers con-
tacted through farm and office visits, The agronomy committee will be
used to agreater extend this year in assisting with the agronomy program,




DAIRY

A, Situation and Needs

Average mi production per cow in Loudoun County is very near the
lalry
¢

average for the state, In Loudoun County, where income from the

try is greater proportionality than any other single source o
tural income, and where labor supply and operational costs are

oncern, average production is inadequate, The DHIA aversge

pounds of milk, Average for all cows was slightly
nilk and for non-DHIA herds, the average production was

7,000 pounds per cow, The increased production of DHIA herds

over non-DHIA herds clearly indicate the value of the DHIA program,

Only 38% of ¢t airy 'ms contacted in a recent survey were using
artificial insemination entirely. In Loudoun County, where dairymen are
offered the services of excellent bulls available from three major studs
available through a local farmer-owned and operated cooperative, the
agents and dairy committee feel that more farmers should be breeding
cows artificially.

Many 4 en ar feeding poor producing cows and under feeding
the better ;

Heifers i ¥ con county herds are
proper attent

Many county dairymen should feed silage and/or hay year around,
as many tures are inadequate during the dry summer months,.

Disease problems costly to dairymen and more emphasis sbould be
placed on mastitis control and reproductive troubles,

Increasing labor cests and increasing costs to dairymen for
machinery and other items, coupled with decreasing prices received for
milk, present a major problem to dairymen,

An insuffi 3 aant i " high-quality forage is a problem witl
many me » air n, in an effort to keep the milk checks the
3 AE ! i \ rices received for milk are not culling
nferio 3 ) ny & increasin erd sizes beyond the capacity

Lle farm unit ovec magement on fewer cows would result
a larger C of these dairymen,

tecommenda

Extension teaching be based on the following recommendations:
1, Production testing a most effective tool for the dairyman
to use in I ying increased net income, if the records are

proper 1 and used,
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Recommendations. As parasites cut sheep income by as much as %y, all
sheep should be treated with phenethiazine four times a year plus the use of
phenothiazine salt,
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