Virginia Pelytechnlc Institute and State University
Blacksburg, Virginia 24061

Jenuary 20, 1980

The Commission on Student Affairs met in a speclal sesston on January 10,
1980 at 4:00 p.m. in Room 344 Squires Student Center to resume discussion
tabled at the January 3, 198C meeting. Dr. George Hugheston was absent and
Stephen Marksteln was represented by Mike Fsposito.

Dr. Dean brought the meeting to order and asked that discussicn be
limited to the item concerning Student Legal Scivices that ha2d been tabled
from the previous meeting. Any new {tems c¢f an emergency nature might be
congidered.

No new items were presented.
Me. Kathy Rowe recapped the discussion from Januvary 3, 1980.

(a) A report on Funding of Student Legal Services prepared
by a special ad hoc committea was presented. Thisg
report recommended that any legal aervices provided
be fully funded, and thar organizations currently
funded chrouvgh the Student Budget Board not be
jeopordized in funding a legal service program. The
committee alac recommanded that student lepal services
ahould not be funded threugh tha Student Budget Board
unlers additional funds sre mede aveilable feor thia
specific program,

(b) The results of an Opinion Suivey on Student Legal Sarvices
ware presented. This survey was conducted by Kachy Rowe end
Jim Tucker with the asasilstance of the Office [or Institu-
tional Research. Genarelly the survey revealed an interest
in such a service, but net an overvhielming need.

(c) A Need Survey prepared by Jim Tucker and the Student
Government Assccistion was presented which cutlined the
extent of legal service provided by leocel law firms and
other legal services in the Flackeburg area. The legal
services program at the University of Virginia 1g also
outlined,

The motion tabled from January 3 1980 was as follows:

Mr. Jim Tucker moved that the Commissifon on Student Affairs support
a fulltime Student Legal Sarvice as presented in the Ad Hoc Committes
report presented to the Coumissien on Qctober 18, 1879 providing
sufficient resources are avallable.



Mr. Tucker then took the floor. Although the SGA supports the concept
of a Student Legal Service, funding for such a program would net he available
during the next fiscal year. The SGA did not advocate jeopordizing other
student organizations in order to fund this program. Questions regarding the
responsibility Virginia Tech has to provide services for astudents beyond
academics need to be addressed. Many services are already provided within
the financial structure of the University. It is difficult to gather exact
figures on the need for legal services.

Mr, Tucker withdrew hies motion and agreed to make all the infocrmetion

gathered on this topic available to his successor should funding or new
information become available.
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