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HON THE 1959 PLAN OF WORK WAS DEVELOPED

Each commodity committee met to reviev the situatiom and set

goald, some cases the committee suggested a course of action,
The committees that assisted with planning were: Agronemy, livestoeck,
and Poultry,

COUNTY NEZDS

The greatest need is some means of increasing income on the
smaller farms, Many farmers can use a floek of sheep, A

flock or a broiler interprise to supplement their income from
livestock, Fractically all farmers, particularly the smealler ones
could increase their income with a ‘otur quality high producing
livestock and higher crop ylelds, A1l farmers would realise mare
profit from their laber, machinery, and land through the use of
higher fertiliser application,

As the committee predicts that livestock, especially cattle,
mmbers will increase generally in line with the past tremd, there
will be a need to increase the carrying cspacity of pastures
increase yields of farage crops. At present there is 3,49 acres
of pasture and ,08 acres silage per animal unit,

Ao

AGR ONOMY
A, Situatiom

Corn yleld per acre is about 46 bushels or a little above,
Ssall grain ylelds are fairly satisfactary, Cmrrying capacity of
pasture meeds to be increased, There is 3.49 acres pasture per
animal unit and in some cases this is over « There is a need
for mare coarn silage and twice as much alf! -

. Derage Grepe
1., Goals: Acquaint farmers with the value of alfalfa and

earn silage as an economical feed for livestosk, To increase alfalfa
acreage by 50 acres and to increase corn silage acreage by 100 acres,

2, lMethods:

a, Oiwve publieity on alfalfa by writing success staries
and news articles on the valus of alfalfa as a hay, silage, and pasture
arop.

be Purnish farmers with information on weevil eontrol
through farm visits and circular letters,




e. Hold ohickweed control demonstration and furnish
information on chickweed control through news articles and farm
visite,

4, Hold twilight forage crop meetings in July ar August,
One on & farm in each of the three magisterial distriets, stressing
:b-lnwuwrnpcqmndmmny
arage.
Have Representative fram Division of Markets wark with the
county agent on informing farmers of the mutritive wvalue of differenmt
grades of hay,

e, 0(1%» publicity on the value of corn silage as to its
cost, feeding wvalue, as compared with other roughages,

G. Som
1, Goalss

Increase carn yields to sixty-five bushels per acre
and get corn on land best adapted to 1t,

2, Methods

a, @wve recommended wariety list in news psper in .
gust or early Seppember,

b, Furnish agronomy committee with results of varietal
tests from the area experiment statiom,

¢, (4iwe fertilisation recommendations in news paper
in September,

LIVESTOCE
A. Stuation

I4vestock is the prineiples agricultural enterprise ia
OGreens, QOross income from livestock is second to poultry, ILivestock
in some form is found on practically every farm in the county, Beef
cattle mumbers increased 20% from 1949 to 1954 and is predicted to be
stil]l on the increase, Sheep mmbers increased 30% over the same perioed
and are sti)]l on the increase, Hog mumbers have remained about the
same for the past few years, Hogs are produced on practically every
farm and about half the farmers sell some hogs,

B. Besf Cattle
1. Situation
Beef cattle population is confined mostly to cows

o and
calves, Only about three farmers are feeding steers 8 yoar, one
of these will discontime feeding steers after this year, The bulk




of beef cattle are sold as calves or yearling feeders,

2. Problems

To late calving date to have large calves far fall sale,
Poor quality bulls that do not sire fast gaining high quality calves,
Cows of poor treeding, Breeding troubles, diseases and perasites sre
also a problem,

3¢ Goalss

The committee sot a long time goal of producing 500
pound calves that grade good at weaning, To nthﬁn this sixty mare
purebred fast gaining bulls will be needed, calving date must

be sarlier, necessitating a higher lmlcfvi fodin.. Cows must
be culled and replaced by heifers from the best cows and fast gainipg

bulls, OGocals for this year is to place ten purebred bulls and vaceinate
all replacement heifers agsinst bangs,

he Mothods

a, Write news articles in March pointing out advantage
of early calving,

Adyise farmers of bull sales,

Offer assistance in locating and selecting bulls to
farmers,

work,

Got two farmers to emroll in Beef Cattle improvement
Hold grub control demonstration in Ootober,

fo Purnish farmers with infarmation of feeder calf sale
through news paper, eircular letters and personal visits,

C. Swep
1, Situation

There are fifteen undred sheep on eighty-eight differest
farms, an sverage of seventeen ewes per flock, Foor mansgement with
flocks has caused other farmers to take a dim view of the sheep business,
There is a need for better rams, better feeding and better parasite
control, especially internal parasites,

2, Goals

The livestock committee of increasing sheep mmbers to
twenty-five lundred, To sccomplish this there must he better




3. Methods

a, Write success stories and discuss with farmers
personally how sheep will complement and supplement their 1ivestoeck
operations,

b. Conduct three drenching demonstrations and write
circular letters of the importance of drenching and give instructions
on how to drench,

¢, Conduct three dooking and castrating demonstrations
and publish a news article giving the impartance of docking and castret-
ing

1 d, Train four i~ boys to shear sheep,

e, Form sheep committees to decide on holding wool pool,

¢, Require i~H members with pig chain project to worm
d, Require ,\~H members with pig chain projeet to feed

e, Get ,f-H members with Market Hog ‘w&oopu to feed
balanced ratiom,

f. Stress impartance of pasture to breeding stock through
all media, -




I,

DAIRYING
A. Bituation

There are about 2500 deiry cows in the county, Mve
hundred thirty-one farwers reported having milk cows in 1954,
About two thirds of this mumber are family cows or cows from
vhich cream is sold, There are four A Grade daries in the county,
and they milk approximately three hundred cows,

There is mo DH.I.A, in the eounty, The Albemarle Artificial
Breeding Association serves about one fourth of the county, The
anmal production per cow is estimated to be about six thousand
pourds,

B, Objectives:

1, To increase production per cow efficlently,

2, To control diseases - specifically; mastitis and Bangs,
3+ Reduce feed cost by higher roughage, lower ,-.in lewel,

and feed according to productiom,
Methodss

1, Hold Bangs Vecoination Climie every three months,

2, Send monthly or quarterly news letters to dairymen om
subjects pertaining to efficient production, Get assist-
ance from Extension Dairy Speeialist in preparing letters,

Ask Extension to visit the four A Orade producers twice
during the year,

Get two farmers to keep same type production records-
preferably Weigh-A-Day and feed accerding to production,
Use this as demonstration,

PQULTRY
A, Situation
Poultry brings in m
Net profit om poultry is not

& fee or percent of profit,




are governed by the dictates of the comtrastar, the committee
feels Extension should place most emphasis on egg production,
Also, there is need for werk with troiler producers to get the

1.
for broilers,

2, Arouse interest in table egg production amd survey
possible market out-lets,

Methods

Contime to send monthly news letters to poultry
producers,

Have specialist in the county to visit key pro-
ducers once during year,

Hold tour to a nmear-by county vhere table egge are
produced commercially and has a good market ocut-lest,

Mu poultry committes by getting mare egg
nterest representation,

v. HORTICULTURE
A, Situation

There is no fruit grown commercially in the county,

The only fruit grown is a few trees far home consumption,

Some farmers have ssall plots of small fruit grown far
Practically every home in the county has a home

vegetable garden,

Goals

1, Get mare peocple to plan for a fall garden,
2, Have mare people plant cover crops,




C. Methods:

1, Present timely topies on varieties, fertilization,
disease and insect control by letters and in the news
paper,

2, Serd monthly garden letters to all leaders,

3, Have all 4i-H members conducting the garden project to
plan a fall garden and use cover erop,

VI, FRESTRY

As Situation

About ome third of the land in farms is woodland
about one and one quarter

sbout one thousand cards

is being depleted and only a

yoar, MNost of the cut over

sirable species left for seed,

land 1s pastured,

Goals

1. Get farmers vho plan to sell timber have it marked,
2, Get farmers to reforest cob-over land.

3. Encourage farmers to protect woodland from grasing,

Mathods
1, Promote i\~H Farestry Projects,

2, (Oive publicity to ASC farestry practices through news
paper and persomal conmtacts,

VII, 48 SIUB WORK
A, Situation

There are twelve 4~H clubs in the county with a membership
of one hundred twelve boys and one hundred seventy girls,
This represents about one third of the childrem of 4-H club
age, The boys projects include practically all livestock
projects in addition to farestry, electricity, insects and
garden,




B, Goalss
To improve the quality of 4~H work and increase project
completion,

C. Mothods
1, Have 4i~H members participate in the Orangs Area Merket

Show, Richmond Junior Premium Iivestoek Show, Albemarle
Saby Beef Show and Greene County Fair,

2, Visit each club member at least once during the year,
3. Have full guota attend camp and Short Course,

4e Train Idvestock Judging Team,

5« Train Soil Appreciation Team,

6, Hold Farestry Demonstration Team,

7+ Train four boys in sheep shearing,

VIII, FARM AND HOME DEVELOPMENT

There are tiree families now emrclled in Farm and Home

Development, The goal foar 1959 is three additional ones.
There will be an honeet attempt to cocmplete plans en at
least two furms,

IX, COGPERATTON WITH OTHER AGENCIES AND CRGANIZATIONS

B A PR S

ganizations serving feqrmers in the county,

Hold chick weed control demonstration.
Send circular letters on alfalfa weevil control,

Commodity Committee Neetings - Plan of Werk

Hold Beaf Cow Conference

Write news articles on Docking and Castrating Lambe.
Hold Docking and Castrating Demonstration,

Write news articles on varieties of carn and fertiliza-

tion,
Hold Bangs Veccinatiom Clinde,
Hold Drenching Demonstratiom,




Hold 4~H picnies

Train 4~H boys in sheep shearing.
Hold Forestry Demonstration Contest,
Participate in Judging Conteste,

Give publieity to Feeder Calf Sale,
Tour for egg producers

Write news article on alfalfa seeding,
Hold sheep dipping clinmie,

Write article on small grain varieties and
fertilization,

Get boy lined up with Baby Beef Projects.
Hold Bangs Vaceination Clinie,

4~H Market Show
Qrganize 4~H Clubs

Visit L-H boys to assist with campleting record bodk,
Hold Bangs Vaceination Clinie,
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