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Fly Spraying Demonstration

Winchester Baby Beef Show and Sale - April 27

Train for District &~H Livestock Conservation Demonstration
Tean and Egg Grading Tean

County Fair Planning Meeting

Commercial Faro Poultry Visits with Dr. Arthur T. Ringrose
Annual Shenandoah Valley Polled Shorthorn Breeder Sale
District 4~H Livestock Judging Contest

4~H Deef Judging Contest at Annual Shorthorn Sale

District 4~H Livestock Conservation Denonstration Contest
4=H Commercial Lamb Sale

Send out circular letter on spittlebug and weevil in alfalfa
and also send sheep farmers reminders on treatment of sheep
for internal parasites.
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Sears Roebuck Pig Chain Award Banquet

4=H Short Course

Twilight Fruit Growers Meeting

Organize sign-up for the Frederick County Quality Apple Pro-
duction Contest

Surmer barn meeting of the Clarke~Frederick DHIA

iAttend surmer neetings at Middleburg Experiment Station
County Poultry Barbecue
Hold Twilight Fruit Growers Meeting
Select 4~H baby beeves
E. Institute of Rural Affairs
F. Aonual Ran Sale
G. Feeder Calf and Yearling Sale Planning Meetings
H. Dairy Showing and Fitting Demonstrations

August
A, 4-H Canp
D. Twilight Fruit Growers Meeting
C. Field Meeting of Fruit Growers at Winchester Fruit Laboratory
D. Extension Conference

Septenber
A. County Fair

D. Annual Winchester Yearling Sale
C. 4&~H Project Record Completion
D, County Pasture Tour

Apple Show during National Apple Week
Feeder Calf Sale

4~H Project Completion

Monthly neeting of Fruit Growers
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CALENDAR OF WORK

Decenmber
Annual Pasture and Fruit Danquet
Pruning and Mousa Control Demonstration
Commodity Planniog Meetings
Set up alfalfa demonstrations
Chickweed Control Demonstration

Extension Cormittee Planning Meetings

Federal Incone Tax and Social Security Meeting

District Communications School

Four-State Farners Meeting

Annual Meeting of the Northern Virginia Livestock Producers
Association

Setting up 4~H Tractor School

Extension Committee Planning Meetings

Setting up 4~H Judging and Demonstration Teans
Preparing 4-H All-Star Recommendat lons

Annual Middleburg Pasture School

Complete Plan of Work

Bull Grading Demonstration

Home Grounds Institute

Baby Beef Tour

Annual DHIA Analysis Meeting

Annual Meeting of Virginia Beef Cattle Association
General Poultry Meeting

All-Star Recognition Danquet

Work on 4-H Achievenent Records

Prepare 4~H Enrolloent

Inspect Feeder Calves for Spring Feeder Calf Sale to be held
on April 17,

Baby Deef Showing and Fitting Demonstration

Result Deronstration on Weevil Control in Alfalfa Using Granu-
lated Heptaclora

Train 4~H Poultry, Dairy and Livestock Teans

Observe National 4-H Club Week - Radio Droadcasts by 4~H Meubers
Attend Faro Credit Conference at Natural Dridge

Farn & Home Lighting Progran

Annual Fruit Growers Short Course

Spring Feeder Calf Sale - April 17

Annual Frederick County Fruit Growers Meeting

District 4~H Poultry Judging Contest and District 4~H Dairy
Judging Contest

Organize edgn-up for County 12 Month Forage Contest




VIII. SPECIAL ACTIVITIES

1. Income Tax and Social Security Meeting

We will secure the services of W, J. Nuckolls, Extension Agricultural
Econonist from V. P, 1., to discuss income tax and social security as it
effects our farmers. We will invite all the farmers in the county to
the neeting by personal letter and also publicize the meeting through
radio and newspaper.

2. Hone Crounds Institute

This will be held because there has been a number of requests for
assistance in the care and management of home grounds which has included
insect and disease control, pruning, etc.

3. Faro and Hooe Lighting Progran

The county extension personnel plans to take the lead on promoting
an educational program on correct uses of electricity on the farm and in
the home, We feel that this program is necessary because of the nany
sales of home and farn equipment which is being sold and many times is
the wrong type to give the best results. We plan to seek the cooperation
of professional agriculture workers, representatives of banks, electric
appliance dealers, power suppliers, civic organizations, and contractors
with the hope of stimulating a countywide progran to make the people
aware of the right type farm and home lighting and general uses of
electricity.

4, Publicity and Cooperation with Other Organizations

1. Other Activities - The Plan of Work, as outlined, will be pub-
licized through the active assistance of the various coumittee nenbers,
tinmely mineographed letters, farm visits, the weekly farn and home radio
progran, newspaper releases and distribution of bulletins and other data
upon request., The Plan of Work will be further ioplemented through the
promotion of good relationship with the allied industries, business,
civic and agricultural leaders.

We will continue to cooperate and assist the various commodity or-
ganizations located in Winchester that serve both Virginia and West Vir-
ginia counties. These organizations include the Frederick County Fruit
Growers, the Northern Virginia Livestock Producers and the Frederick-
Clarke Artificial Dreeding Assocliations. The County Agents fron the
various counties all join together in working with the various projects
and activities of each. The menbership in these organizations are prin-
cipally froo this county and therefore, we feel justified in nuch of the
tice that is given to these groups,

Respectfully submitted,
S R B =

MJ/2-20-59 John T. Wolfe, County Agent
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Most enphasis have been placed on selection and care of livestock,
selection of fertilizer and seeds, marketing of farm products, and farm
buildings. Farm records were kept by all, Several records needed mod-
ification, conciseness, and completeness. Record keeping and analysis
needs nore emphasis.

2. Goals for 1959
A. To increase number of participants to 35 families.

B. To keep the participants up to date on farming information, ine
cluding selection of stock, seeds and fertilizer.

C. To aid the fanily as much as possible on plans, projects and
problens that might occur.

D. To encourage participating fanilies to take advantage and take
part in the various extension prograns already established in the county.
This will include 4~H club, home demonstration work, feeder sales, etc.

E. To assist at least five participants with their farm records.

3. Methods For Obtaining Goals

A. Acquaint more faru fanilies through available pubiicity media
of the Farn and Home Development phase of the progran with at least 12
news articles and four radio prograns as well as personal contacts.

B. Use extension specialists where possible to assist participants
with particular problens.

C. Invite participants to scheduled end special demonstrations re~
lative to their farning operations,

D. Distribute extension bulletins, faro record books, plans and
other information needed in carrying on a good farm progran,

E. Coontinue the cooperation with other organizations such as the
Soil Comservation Service, ASC Committee, Virginia Forest Service, Farm
Credit, etc. and provide assistance where needed.

F. Dy visiting the participating fanilies as frequently as possible
and offering available assistance in carrying on their farm and home
progran,

G. Conduct one or two neetings on records and record keeping.

4. Committee Members

Henry Drumback, Mrs. Mary Hannun, J. L. Heishman, Mrs. Godfrey Prelip,
W. Boyd Raney, Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Snapp, Mr, & Mrs. Landon B. Whitacre.
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B. Train county livestock, dairy, poultry, livestock conservation
judging teams, and egg grading teams,

C. To score Sears Pig projects and award prizes accordingly.
D. Conduct the 100 bushel corn contest.
E. Score breeding ewe flocks and award prizes accordingly.

F. To obtain as many 4~H club exhibits for the annual Frederick
County Agricultural Fair as possible.

G. Enter the following state contests: Garden, Meat Animal, Crops,
Leadership, Electricity, Poultry and Achievement,

Other Activities
Hold two neetings of the County Council.
Hold a County Achievement Day Program.
Send membership quota to State 4-H Short Course.
Send quota to 4-H Club Canp.
E. Observe National 4-H Club Week.

F. Hold a county 'Share The Fun" program and endeavor to have local
U. S. Royal Tire Distributor to sponsor this program,

G. Hold a tractor school for members carrying tractor projects and
endeavor to get the local implement dealers to spomsor the school.

5. Committee Members

J. H. McDonald, W, R, Bierer, Nelson Carpenter, Malcolm Brumback,
A. E. Belford.

VII. FARM AND HOME DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

1. Present Situation - Twenty-two farm families were receiving
special attention in farn development at the end of 1958, Four more
were added on January 1. Additional fifteen others were consulted for
future specific management assistance.

On four of the farms, the major income was derived from fruit pro-
duction; seven had farm income from several major enterprises; seven vere
primarily dairyoen, and four had poultry as a major source of income.
These farms include every major classification in the county. The gen~
eral faroers usually had beef and sheep enterprises.
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More menbers will be encouraged to carry sheep as a project.

Members carrying sheep will be encouraged to enter the State
Return Per Ewe Contest,

Members carryin; sheep projects will be encouraged to attend
a sheep shearing school.

Beef Cattle
Conduct the joint Baby Beef Show and Sale with Clarke County.

Conduct a baby beef tour through the county with the project
nembers.

Have a fitting and showing demonstration for members carrying
baby beef projects and all others interested.

Feed 15 baby beeves.

Encourage boys to carry purebred beef heifers as a project where
it is suitable to the home operation.

Hogs
Conduct the Sears Pig Chain projects.

Encourage more boys to purchase purebred gilts and raise top
quality hogs.

Poultry
Encourage more boys to carry poultry projects.
To visit and nake recommendations on poultry projects.

If possible, hold a poultry field day with the aid of R. H.
Burtner, Poultry Specialist from V., P, 1., and local feed dealers.

E. Crops

1. Encourage more menbers, especially older 4~H club members, to
carry crop projects.

2. To advise and make seeding and fertilizer recormendations on the
crop projects.

3. Contests
A. Select a livestock judging team from as many clubs as possible

to participate in the area contest held at the Short Course and local
Purebred Beef Cattle shows.
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4. Dairy Fitting and Showing Demonstration

A. Situation - The committee felt there was much need for dairymen
throughout the county to take more interest in showirg their dairy cattle
in local fairs throughout the area.

B. Goal - To interest nmore dairymen in participating in our local
fair by exhibiting some of their dairy animals. Also we have to teach
many of them the correct ways of feeding and showing dairy animals at
this demonstration.

C. Methods

(1) Will secure dairymen to cooperate in holding this demonstration
on his farm.

(2) Secure the services of William Patterson, Extension Dairy Hus-
bandman, to be in charge of the demonstration,

(3) Invite all dairymen to the demonstration by letter and personal
contact,

5. Plan to conduct our summer twilight dairy neetings in cooperation
with the Clarke-Frederick DHIA, We will plan to hold one meeting in each
of the three counties comprising the Clarke-Frederick DHIA.

6. County Fair

1. The County Dairy Committee suggested that members of the committee
support the County Agricultural Fair by encouraging and assisting &4~H
club members to exhibit their dairy projects and also make exhibits them~
selves at this event.

2. The committee suggested that local dairymen make available calves
to be used for 4-H club projects thereby increasing the number of young
men interested in dairy work because there is ouch need for dairy operat-
ions in our county.

7. Committee Members

B. H. Cochran, Haven Wolfe, I. Fred Stine, Robert Hockman, W. R. Bierer,
Robert Stickley, J. W. Ballowe and James Stimmel,

VI. 4-H CLUB PROGRAM
1. General Situation
The 4-H club boys' enrollment for Frederick County is expected to be

approximately 275 for the coming year, At the present time, an Assistant
County Agent is devoting full time to 4~H club work.

2, Projects
A. Sheep




V. DAIRY

1. D, H. I. A, Meeting - February
A. Situation -~ Due to the higher production cost and low milk re-

deipts, we feel that the DHIA is more important to our dairymen than ever
before.

B. Goal - To get dairymen to make better use of information through
the use of the Dairy Herd Improvement Association records.

C. Methods

(1) Hold a DHIA analysis nmeeting in cooperation with Clarke and
Warren counties in FPebruary.

(2) Secure specialists from the Dairy Departuent at V. P, 1., to

review the records and nake recommendations to the farmers on how they
might improve their dairy operations.

(3) Encourage all members to attend by inviting them by letter and
personal contact,

(4) Secure a sponsor for lunch to encourage attendance.

2. General Dairy Meeting

A. Situation - The committee felt that the dairymen in our county
need help and information concerning better feeding and management of

dairy cattle.

B. Goal - To improve management of our dairy herds so that it will
cut down on the ever growing production cost,

C. Methods

(1) Hold a meeting and secure the services of specialists to speak
on the following topics:

1. How to use DHIA records to best advantage.

2. Importance of producing high quality forage to reduce grain
cost,

3. Loose housing for dairy cattle.

(2) Secure a sponsor for lunch to encourage attendance.

(3) We will invite all dairymen in our county to attend this meeting
by letter and personal contact, radio and newspaper publicity.




3. Poultry Barbecue

A. Situation - For the past two years, a barbecue has been held in
July at the Lion's Club Shelter in the city park and it has afforded the
poultrymen in our county the opportunity to eat together and talk over
their outual problems.

B. Goal - To bring the poultry producers together at an informal
affair so that they might become to know each other better.

C. Methods

(1) Notify poultry growers of the barbecue through radio, newspaper
and personal contact.

(2) Arrange for a place and facilities for staging the barbecue.

(3) Secure someone who has experience in chicken barbecues to help
the growers put on this barbecue,

4, Farm Visits

Ay Goal =~ To visit as many poultry farmers as possible during the
year with the aid of a poultry specialist from V. P. I. to nake recomm~
endations where needed or requested,

B. Methods
(1) Visit all poultry producers who request help.
(2) visit all commercial poultry growers at least once during 1959.

The Poultry Committee discussed the possibility of requiring buyers
of agricultural products be bonded for any obligations which they might
nake. This was discussed because some of the growers had faced difficulty
in collecting for their poultry from some of the buyers, The poultry
comwittee appointed the following persons to talk this situation over with
State Senator H, F. Byrd, Jr. and get his ideas on whether it would be
possible to get this request fulfilled. Those designated to do this
work are: W, J. Lockhart, T. B. Rosenberger and John T. Wolfe.

The committee decided that they would continue to support the poultry
exhibit department at the annual Frederick County Fair and do anything
possible to improve this department,

5. Committee Members
Irvin Williams, R. L. Barney, Granville Crabill, Henry L. Browm,

Emmett Scothorn, Eugene Barley, I. H. Phillips, Tom Rosenberger, Julian
Carbaugh, Bill Ensogna, W. J. Lockhart, Henry Cline, Charles Bish.




IV. POULTRY

General Situation - Much tine and effort was spent last year trying
to increase the production of broilers through increased capacity of
present broilers and secure new broiler producers. The cormittee at
this year's planning neeting was of an entirely different opinion on
promoting increased production of broilers because of the low prices
received during the past year, The cormittee felt that most of the
efforts this year should be spent on informing the producers regarding
managenent practices.

1. Educational Poultry Meeting - September

A. Situation - The committee felt that there is a need for improve-
ment among the growers for better nanagement to increase the efficiency
of their poultry operations.

B. Goal - To hold a general educational meeting and encourage all
poultry producers to attend.

C. Methods

(1) Secure speakers from the poultry department at V. P, I. to
discuss tinely topics which will be of interest to the growers.

(2) Will arrange for an all day neeting including lunch.
(3) 1Invite all poultry producers to attend by letter and personal

contact. Also publicize the neeting on the radio and in the newspaper
as much as possible.

2. County Poultry Tour -~ Eugene Barley, Chairman

A. Situvation - The committee felt that there were many growers in
the county who could receive valuable information by visiting other
poultrymen in the county and discussing their problems.

B. Goal - Hold a poultry tour so that the growers may view other
operations and become acquainted with other growers in the county.

C. Methods

(1) Secure cooperation of poultry growers in the county where the
tour will take place.

{2) Invite all poultry producers in the county to attend by person-
al contact and letter.

(3) Will ask cooperation of all the poultry service men to help
encourage growers to attend.

(4) Will arrange transportation for those needing it for the tour.
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D. K. Russell, for their recommendations im helping them establish
orchards on proper sites.

(4) Encourage visits to all demonstrations by notifying fruit
growers where these demonstrations will take place.

(5) Devote at least three radio programs to fruit topics.

(6) Publicize State Horticulture Meeting and encourage more fruit
growers from our county to attend.

(7) Will send out timely information to fruit growers froo time
to time regarding pruning, mouse control, new series fertilization, etec.

3. Quality Apple Production Contest - J. Douglas Butler, Chairman

A. Situation - The counittee decided to continue this contest be-
cause they feel that the contest is encouraging more growers to grow
better quality fruit and there are still many growers who need to be
encouraged to grow better fruit because they are still many inferior
apples going to market.

B, Goal - To encourage and stinulate nore interest in the marketing
and production of better quality fruit.

C. Methods
(1) Hold an Apple Production Contest.
(2) Hold an Apples for Processing Contest.

(3) Hold an Apple Show during National Apple Week and cooperate in
preparing window displays during National Apple Week.

(4) Award cash prizes and cups to winners in each contest.
(5) Award certificates from V. P. I. to winners in each contest.
(6) Hold a recognition banquet in cooperation with the pasture club,

(7) Solicit support from banks and business firms to finance the
cash awards and banquet.

4. Committee Menbers

D. K. Russell, Gail Robinson, Loring Woore, Alfred Smapp, J. E.
Butler, Philip Glaize, J. K. Robinson, J. Robert Russell, Landon Whitacre,
Grover Teets, Walter T. Anderson, Dr. C. H. Hill, George Whitacre, Ray
Rinker, Clyde Logan, J. Douglas Butler, J. H. Yost, Henry Cline, Huyett
Light, Robert Dick, C. Hardy Grim, Joe Dorsey, George Williams and
Harry Ridgeway.
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Fruit Committee has considered these factors, plus the many precautions
to be considered when making new plantings. Fruit growing is expensive
because of the many insect and disease neasures which oust be used in
order to produce quality fruit,

1. Educational Meetings

A, Goal - To keep fruit growers informed on latest horticulture
practices and recommendations throughout the year,

B. Methods

(1) Hold Annual Fruit Growers Short Course March 5, 1959,

(2) Hold periodic meetings of the fruit growers.

(3) Hold three twilight meetings in orchards during June, July
and August, one of these to be held at the Winchester Fruit Research
Laboratory to review the work.

(4) Secure qualified speakers at these events to present latest
recomendations on spraying, fertilizing, marketing and general manage-

ment practices in fruit production.

(5) Notify all fruit growers of meetings by letter, personal contact
and publicity throughout newspapers and local radio station.

2, Demonstrations and Recommendations

A. Situation - The committee felt, as last year, that there was
ouch need for advertising more result demonstrations. Several of these
were conducted last year and proved very successful and they felt that
growers received more help and information where they could actually
have the opportunity to view results of these demonstratioms.

B. Goal - To encourage new plantings and proper management of
established orchards and to encourage growers to follow latest infore
mation and recommendations.

C. Methods

(1) Hold result pruning deconstrations in two apple orchards where
method pruning demonstrations have been held.

(2) Furnish information to fruit growers encouraging them to use
the land best adapted to fruit growing and use the other land not adapted
to fruit growing to other types of farming.

(3) Continue to refer growers who are planting new plantings to
the Sites Comnmittee, composed of J. K. Robinson, H, A. Rollins, and
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B. Goal - To inform livestock breeders om soue of the latest deve-
lopments in the management of livestock.

C. Methods

(1) Hold a general educational meeting sometime during February
in cooperation with the Clarke County Agent.

(2) Secure qualified speakers for this event to present latest
information on the following subjects:

a. Use of stilbestrol on feeder calves omn grass.
b, Use of stilbestrol on feeder calves on grain.
¢. Prevention and treatment of pink eye.

d. BCL\ progranm

€. Grasus tettany

f. New grub control methods

8. Also include a current topic on swine and sheep production,

7. Send out timely reminders to farmers of the change in marketing
of fat lambs. We will notify the farmers that the docked and castrated
lambs will be sold separate from those that are not docked and castrated,

8. We will continue to cooperate in staging the feeder calf and
yearling sales and continue to encourage our producers to comnsign and

take advantage of the better prices received through this cooperative
marketing progranm,

9. We plan to survey our county to find out if there are enough
finished steers available to necessitate holding a finished steer sale
this winter.

10. Comittee Members

W. Boyd Ranmey, J. H. McDonald, Nelson Carpenter, Hugh Brill, James
Garrett, Grover Teets, Vernon White, J, L. Givens, H. L. McCann, Leonard
Wright, Elmer Venskoske, W. Weedon Teet, A. E. Belford and E. W, Shenk.

III. FRUIT

Again this year our growers experienced very low prices for their
fruit. Another serious problem which has confronted a number of our
growers this year has been the control of leaf roller and also we have
had a nunber of growers who have had trouble with the keeping quality
of the staymen apples in storage.

Fruit production is a very specialized field and fruit growers must
be up to date on the latest growing and management recommendations. With
fruit being the leading agricultural enterprize in our county, we have
outlined as follows a well rounded progranm we think, to meet most of the
needs of the fruit growers from an extension program standpoint. The




B. Goal - To test every cow in the county over two years of age.
C. Methods

(1) Will secure a list of all cattle owners in the county fron
the County Comnissioner of Revenue's office and furnish these to the
local veterinarians.

(2) Will also notify all these pecple of the testing progran and
ask their cooperationm,

(3) Will encourage cattle buyers to vaccinate heifer calves and
herd replacements between the ages of 6 and 8 months.

(4) Plan to send out timely reminders to farmers giving thenm the
recomnended control of internal and external parasites of beef and swine.

5. Hog Cholera Coutrol

A. Situation - It was brought out at the comnittee meeting that
several farmers are purchasing feeder pigs at the local auction markets.
These farmers are being charged $2.00 for the pigs to be vaccinated by
a veterinarian using serum alone. The committee felt that this was an
unjust charge and they thought that instead of using serunm, the Veteri-
narian should be asked at the request of the farmer, to use MLV which
would i{rmmunize them for the full feeding period.

B. Goal - To secure cooperation of the Veterinarians at the local
auction markets to use MLV upon request of the purchaser instead of
using serunm alone.

C. Methods

(1) A committee was appointed to contact the local livestock auct-
ion manager and veterinarians to solicit their cooperation in meeting
with the buyers requests regarding the vaccination of feeder pigs pur-
chased.

(2) 1In addition to cholera control at the asuction market, we will
publicize and notify farmers by use of radio, newspaper and through
pereonal contact recoumending that swine farmers vaccinate their pigs
with MLV {nstead of using just serun.

6. [Educational Livestock Meeting - Pebruary

A, Situation - The committee felt that a general educational live~
stock meeting had not been held in the county for several years and they
felt that there was a need for such a meeting to have some of the recent
developments in the livestock fleld discussed,




2. Fly Spraying - April

A. Situation - Too many beef cattle farmers in our county are not
spraying for the control of flies.

B. Goal - Encourage nore farmers to spray their cattle for flies
and prove to them that it will ioprove their gains and make their cattle
much easier to handle.

C. Methods

(1) Secure a farmer who will cooperate in holding the demonstration
on his farm,

(2) Secure cooperation of Robert E. Johnson, Chemical Company Re-
presentative, to furnish material for this demonstration.

(3) Explain the nixing of naterial and demonstrate the proper
method of spraying using the proper spray equipment.

(4) Along with this demonstration, we will also stress the control
of lice.

3. Better Sires
A. Situation - The committee discussed the sire situation and felt
that ouch {rprovenent was needed in the selection of registered bulls,

racs and boars.

B. Goal - To encourage more farners to use registered bulls, rams,
and boars of top quality.

C. Methods

(1) At all our livestock neetings and demonstrations during 1959,
we will stress the importance of using top quality registered sires.

(2) Furnish information to farmers where they might purchase pure-
bred sires and help then in selecting then when they are in need of vur
service.

(3) Cooperate with the Animal Husbandry Department at V, P, L. by
reviewing sale records and cooperation of purebred breeders in the
county to furnish record of sires sold to farwers in this county and
send then to Curtis Mast, Animal Husbandman at V. P. I,

4. Brucellosis Eradication Progran

A. Situation - We have been naking plans for the last two years
to cooperate with the local veterinarians on a county bangs testing
program and due to work being behind schedule in adjoining counties,

the testing program for our county will not get underway until sometime
in 1959.
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(3) Send invitations to all people concerned.

(4) Publicize the neeting through radio and newspaper publicity.

7. Other Activities

A, Will nake recormendations on various agricultural practices
such as seeding pasture nixtures, small grain, corn, alfalfa, etc. as
needed,

B. Encourage the taking of soil samples through the use of news-
paper, radio and personal letter.

C. Will inform farmers by newspaper, radio, circular letter and
personal contact on seascnal agricultural activities.

8. Committee Menbers

Ira Campbell, Chairman, E. W. Adans, Jr., Frank Brumback, Malcoln
Brumback, Harry Seabright, Fred Brumback, C. E. Koontz, I. Fred Stine,
Eston Rudolph, Jr., Willian Reuter, Paul Moore, J. L. Heishman and
Johnny Good.

II. LIVESTOCK

General Situation - The livestock farmers in Frederick County in
general experienced a nore successful year during 1958 than they had
experienced for several years, particularly the beef cattle farmers.
The price received for lanbs was down coopared to recent years but
since beef cattle make up most of the livestock income in our county,
the livestock farmers are im a nuch better position financially than
in a number of years.

1. Bull Grading Demonstration - Pebruary

A. Situation - Many of our farners are selecting bulls that are
of poor type and quality for siring their calves,

B. Goal - We will ii-ite beef cattle producers to attend the bull
grading denonstration to be held in connection with the Virginia Here~
ford Bull Sale which will be held at the Farners Livestock Exchange on
February 23 so that they can see and learn what the top grade bull should
look like.

C. Methods

(1) We will contact as many beef cattle producers as possible by
personal contact and through personal letter notifying them of the dem~
onstration and the ioportance of attending. Also we will advertise
the event by use of radio.




4, Pasture Tour

A. Situation - There is a need for nore seedings of recommended
pasture varieties and also a need for improvement in the management of
many of our established pastures.

B. Goal - To enable farmers to see outstanding progress in pasture
managenent and ideal stands of grasses and legumes.

C. Methods

(1) Will select faroers whose farms represent the different type
farn operations so that other farmers may see the pasture and forage
systens used on these different type operations.

(2) Wwill invite farmers of the county to attend by letter and
personal contact.

(3) Will secure cooperation of the three Ruritan Clubs in the
county and ask their participation in the tour.

5. Winter and Suwmer Meetings at Middleburg Experiment Station

A. Goal - To encourage farmers to attend these neetings because
it offers then the opportunity to hear outstanding speakers discuss
tinely topics which they would not otherwise have the opportunity to
hear.

B. Methods

(1) Notify faromers of date and tine of these neetings by letter
and personal contact.

(2) Give publicity to radio and newspaper.

(3) Arrange transportation to and from the neetings.

6. Annual Banquet - December

A. Goal -« To bring together farmers, representatives from business
firms who provide funds for prizes, agricultural workers, civic leaders
and others, to acquaint them with some of the phases of agriculture in
the county and to make awards in the contest,

B. Methods
(1) Select an arrangements and program committee,

(2) Solicit business firms and banks for financial support for
awards and cost of the banquet.
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2. Alfalfa Result Demonstrations

A. Situation - The Agronomy Cormittee discussed the average yleld
of alfalfa for Frederick County and felt that there was need for trying
to do something to increase the production per acre of our county ale
falfa yields. Our alfalfa yields are considerably below the average
and our committee felt that there was room for improvement.

B. Goal - To increase the yields of alfalfa by % ton per acre.

C. Methods:

(1) Secure two farmers, one located in the Northern section of
the county and one in the southern section of the county who would
cooperate by marking 2/10 of an acre of alfalfa in one of their fields

for the demonstrations.

(2) Spray these two plots of alfalfa for the control of chickweed
if needed.

(3) Treat each of these plots with granulated heptachlor for the
control of alfalfa weevil.

(4) Apply fertilizer to the two plots at the rate of one ton per
acre.

(5) Conduct a tour of these two demonstrations sonetice during the
alfalfa seasou.

3. Demonstrational Farus

A. Situation - There is a need for better management in record
keeping on nmany of our farms.

B. Goal - To enable farmers to see outstanding management and
record keeping practices,

C. Methods

(1) Select two farmers who would cooperate in using their farms
as demonstration farms and show accurate records of the entire farn
operation,

(2) The farn selected will represent a good dairy and beef operation.

(3) Conduct a tour to these two farms sonetine during the late
surmer or fall season.




B. COMMITTEES
L. AGRONOMY

In 1958 we experienced a very good growing season which resulted in
one of the largest corn crops we have ever had in Frederick County. Al-
falfa and nixed hay production was also one of the highest we have ever
experienced and nost farnmers have a surplus supply of winter feed on hand.

1. Pasture and Forage Contest

A. Situation - The Agronony Committee felt a need for improvement
in pasture and forage management in the seeding of wore recommended
varieties of seed on a big percentage of our farms,

B. Goal - To increase the carrying capacity of pasture and product~
fon of high quality forage crops to help offset lower prices received
for livestock and insure against dry periods.

C. Methods for Securing Participation
(1) Conduct the contest on a magisterial basis as was done last
year for the first time and proved very successful, for the purpose of

securing nore nembers to participate.

(2) Couonittee will be appointed for each magisterial district to
handle the sign-up of participants in each of these five districts.

(3) winners will be selected on a district basis after which
these winners will compete for county honors.

(4) Will award certificates from V, P. L. to the winners select-
ed by a committee of judges.

(5) Award an attractive cup to the county winner who has done the
most outstanding job in the opinion of the judges.

(6) Furnish recommendations on seed nixtures, fertilization and
managenent practices.

(7) Following are the cormittee chairmen by districts appointed
at the Agronony Cormittee neeting:

Back Creek - Willie Staub

Gainesboro - E, W. Adans, Jr.

Stonewall = Ira Campbell, Willian Reuter
Shawnee - Vernon White

Opequon - J, F. Garrett




A, BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COUNTY

The agriculture of Frederick County for the past few years has
seen a trend toward more deversified farming. According to the 1954
Frederick County census of agriculture, there are 1298 farms with an
average of approximately 140 acres. The principal income from agri-
culture comes from fruit, livestock and poultry operations. Frederick
county's area is 432 square miles.

The population of the county is approximately 21,000 and the popu~
lation of the county seat, Winchester, which is located near the center
of the county, is approximately 16,000 and these have been steadily in-
creasing during the past few years. With this increase in population,
due to many new homes being established on small acreages in the out-
lying areas of the city, yet located in the county, have added a good
deal of work for the Extension Service.

The topography of the county varies a good deal making possible
more deversification in farning operations. This is evidenced by farm=
ers in our county growing over one-half million broilers during 1958,
100,000 laying hens and approximately 150,000 turkeys. There is approx-
imately 15,000 head of beef cattle on Frederick County farms and there
has been an increase in the establishment of grade A dairy herds during
the past five or six years. The income from fruit is the dominent fact-
or still in the econonic life of our county and this is shown in evidence
in that our county leads the state in apple production. With the in-

crease in grade A dairies and in livestock numbers, pasture, hay, corn
and small grain crops are important in our county also.

Since our county is very deversified agriculturally, our Plan of
Work was developed through several commodity committees, namely Agronony,
Dairy, Fruit, Livestock, Poultry and our Special Committee on 4~H club
work. The procedure we used in developing this Plan of Work was to have
representative farmers from different sections of the county interested
in that particular commodity meet together along with the Extension
workers and in nearly every case an Extension specialist in that part-
fcular fieid, to offer suggestions. This group met together and dis-
cussed the county situation and determined the type of program needed to
improve the situation and bring about a better economic standard for our
Frederick County farm people. I will not mention the problems specifi-
cally in general here, but you will find them listed under each commodity.
We have this year, for the first tine, a neeting of the County Agriculture
Extension Service Board, which comprised representatives of coomodity
and hone denonstration committees and representatives from other organi-
zations to familiarize them with the overall county extension program,
During the past five years, we have had a rapid turnover of Assistant
County Agents and has made it nuch harder to carry out fully our year's
plan of work, At this tine we have the services of an Assistant Agent
working on the Farm and Home Development Program and also an Assistant
Agent to help with the 4-H activities and other extension work. The
Assistant Agent working on the Farn and Home Development program has been
in the county for almost 1% years and this program is progressing very
nicely. The Assistant Agent primarily responsible for the 4-H activities
has been in the county a little over six months and we think that he will
continue longer than other assistant agents which we have had doing this
work.
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1959 PLAN OF WORK

EXTENSION SERVICE IN COOPFRATION WITH

THE FREDERICK COUNTY BOARD CF AGRICULTURE

Prepared by: John T. Wolfe, County Agent
Joe B. Wightman, Assistant County Agent
Arlis Frymyer, Assistant County Agent
Mary Ellen Jennings, Extension Secretary
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