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project vork, All the comsunity 4-H Clubs were asked teo
turn in inforsation on & special form giving the Judging
comnd ttee information on their sctivities, projectes com-

ted ote, The Judging commdttee which included memberse
from the Kivanis Agricul tural Committee and Extension
Agents then scored the club on the basis af this inforration,
plus additional information furnished by the agents, FPrizes
vere presented to the six wimning clubs at a regular Clwanis
luncheoon %o vhich the presidents and adult leadere from
these clubs were invited, These aveards included: first
p wnd second prise were $50,00 and $25,00 Saving Bonds
respectively, third prise §17.50, and the other three prises
vere $7,50, (Pleture and News Article Attached,)

One other commercial firm in the sounty domatzd
each of the nine commnity 4 to be used
mmnity prolects,

COOFFRATION WIT AGFNCIFE AN

he Fxte on Staff wvorked with the /Agriculture Stabilie
sation Conservetion Committee, Soil Comservation Service,
jodl nservation District Supervisors, Tocational Agrie
cul tural Teachers, Purnm Mome AMdministration, Production
Credit Association, and National Forestry Service, the
ockinghan Cooperative Farm Buresu, and Buritan Clubs,
Kwvanis Clu ricultural Committee, County Hoard of Supere
visors, henandoah Valley Fleetrie Co-op, Rockingha wul try
Marketing Co-op, and Shen-Valley Meat Packers Co-op, The
Agents have furnished information to the above groups and
have given farmers information on the agricultural programs
administered hy the respective agencies, The rente partie
eipated in the Agricultural Stabllisation Conservation Come
uttee Meetings, and served on the Agricultural Conservation
Commi ttee,
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° Mortioul ture,
¥ine menbers emrolled and five coupleted,

Tleven nemberc had thirty<five exhibits in crops at the
county falr winning $6,00, Sixteen members had thirtye
eight exhibits in horticulture, winning $12,.75.

jeven members enrolled and four profects vere completed,

ne nember entered the State "ntomology Achievenment oone
tent & von & $20,00 scholarship for the ind straight
yonr,

srolled and five completed,

ne hundred Ffifty-three menbers errolled, and one hundred

ight prolects wvere completed,
C, 4 Camp,

BMghteen boys and twenty-five girls attended the District
4" Camp at Powell's Fort Valley., The Assistant Agent
served as asalstant directér in charge of boys and taught
2 class on hendioraft and rope halter,

D, Achisvenant Program,

In comnection with the anmual ,-f Club Achiovement, a
"share~tho-fin" contest was held, Fart of the progrem vas
devoted to entertainment and prises were awarded to the
three best entertalinment features presented by the group
under 14 yrs, and three of the group over 14 yrs, of age,
County medals in safety, entomology, dairy, leadership,
forestry, garden, poultry, swine and public speaking pro-
sots vere jresented at the meeting,

Ee 4~F Club “horteourse and All Star Conference

even boys attended the L Shortoourse held in Hlacksburg
in June, "ne boy was initiated into the All Star Organie
satiom,

Vvities,

"Best Club Contest® which 1s sponsored by the Harrison-
Uwande Club was set up to encourage cormunity 4=
lubs to partieipate in corsmndty projects and activities;
sonduct good business meetings; and to ewrry on good
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Ridge 4= Club, vho went to the Mational L~ Talry Judging
Contest at Waterloo, Iowa, (Ploture and News Artlcls

ittaphed . )
6, Poultry,
Fortyesix sembers enrolled and thirtyeseven completed,

Fighteen members had thirty-two poultry exhibite at the
fair vinning §44.50 in prizes,

e important poultry mrojeet in Roekingham County was
the Junior Froller Grover Contest, This was sponsored by
the feed companies, hateheries, and banks, and wes organ-
ised to include the adjoining counties under the name
“henandoah ley Area, hovever, this year "Mockingham
County wes the only county participating, All 4i-H mesbers
interested in the Junior Rroiler Grower project were given
an opportunity to get their chicks from the hatchery and
food from any feed company they selected, All chicks were
obta i the dame day, During the growing period all the
projects vere visited by a committes &nd scored sccording-
1y to the managenment practices being carried out in the
poultry horse., On a set date, each member was then asked
to bring in ten cockerels from the flock of one hundred
birds, The member was tc select the best ten cockerels
and the remainder of the tréllers were %o be sold ly the
munber, The ten cockerels which were brought into the
fressing plant vere then dreased and then elght of these
vere judged and scored and the firet four placings were
axhibited in the State contest held in Richmond, Three
sse firet four plasings placed in the State ocontest)
one placed first, one second, and one seventh, REight of
the cockarels vhich vere delivered to the ‘ress { plant
wvere suctioned off after the scoring was finished, The
total 587.5 1bn, of btrollers were sold for $990.87 vith
an average of §1.69 per 1b, The first prise lot sold
Cor 00 1b,, the secord $3.50, and the third §3,00,
(Pleture and Mews Article Attached,)

e poultry judging elinie was held to train mesbers in
poultry Judging, howevar, a tean was not available to
participate in the district contest.

Janet Tetep won the State poultry achievement record
competition at the L Shortocourse at VeP.1., miking her
eligible to attend the National 4= Congress in Chieago

i

s fall and compete there for a $300 college scholar-
ship avard, he 1s & past national wvimmer in the turkey
federution achievement clases and won the State poultry
avard last year,

7. Porestry.

ne menber enrolled and the prolect was eomploted,
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the seventy-one projects were sponsored by the Sears
ocebuck Agricultural Peunmdation, The gilts vere scored

at the members homes for feeding and management practices,
The last feeding and management seoring will take place
when the first litter is born, The fears igricultural
Foundation project members were entertained by the loeal
sars Order Office at a dinner meeting wvhich wes attend-
od by eighty-two 4~H and FFA pesmbere and parents, Fxtension
agents and vives, vocational agricultural instructors and
vives, and employees of the local Sears Order Office, The
wsvards were presented to the L' and FFA menbers by the
ears officials, 4~ swards for the 1999 projects wvere:
27.50, $22.50, $17,50, $15.00, $7.50, $5.00 and $5,00,

3. Beof,

There were twentyeone members emrolled with fifteen com-
pleting,

4" members had forty-six exhibite at the county fair,
vinning $349,00,

The twelve baby beef oalves, vhich vere exhibited in the
sounty falr were again shown at the regular "“mturday

livestock salos and nine of them were sold, %The average
wveight was 950 1be,, and they scld for an aversge price
of $28,70 per hundred, The top was £30,00 per hundred,

Two baby beef ealves were then taken to the State Faly
and entered in the fat oalf show and sale at Richmond,
and placed sixth and seventh,

“e (‘-hﬂp.
‘here wers twelve members enrolled with eleven completing,

4= members had six exhibite at the falr, winning $26,00
in prises,

S5« Dalry

Forty-four members surolled in deiry projects, and thirty-
six completed, 4= members had twenty-nine exhibite at
the fair, wvimning (227.50, Opecial eaphasis was placed
wm dadry Judging during the year, Two special county
training sessions were held; one at Augusta County, vhich
vas attended by twelve menbers, and another in Rocikinghem
County, in connection with the twilight dairy meoting.The
ockinghan County dairy Judging team placed first in the
Vorthern Virginia Dstrict Contest, and one individual
menber placed fowrth in the State individual seoring, and
wvas selectad %o serve on the State Talry Judiging team,
his mowber vas William C, Creun, a member of the Timber




iriavs mtiona ‘ e ) to selling
wles in Varrisonburg, A total of $1529.% wvas
scted by one-hundred (- boys e girls o assist-
the bangle sale, A silver trophy wes presented

3 "

e clud collecting the most money, an ive other

w8 vere resanted to boys and girls enllecting the
individually through the sale of bangle

uneil also sponsored a food booth at the
Jounty Fedr, The profit ($421.81) 1s used

t club re a'tached,)

All Star Organisation

ition to the two regular county All Star meetings,
11 Stars attended the anmual 4~ Club A
wvard program held in Front Royal.
tion has continued to maintain 1
monbers in the over-all county
we have All Stars which are

ril 1, 1999, thare ver ) 17 girls

earring 39 projects me ardens
gorn, | stry, beef, dairy, svine, entowology, sheep,
oul try, and home electric, rabbits, safety, ponies,

and horses, Of the 796 pro) » 208 were compl sted with
s completion percentage of 72 Six clube had 79% or
better project completion, and three olubs had 1008 pro-
Jeot o tion, The net profit on the 288 projects wao
$10, 716,67,

le Farm and Yome Tlectrie

menbers were erroll € sixteow

Nectric project meet
rie and Power Company, s
wndoah Valley Tlsetrie Co-Op with the sssistance of
wal engineers, 97 mombers attanded, At the
on of the profect meetings, the record books
vare completed and Judged by a committee from the Fover
ompanies and the Assistant igent, The boy subsd tting
the most outstanding record wvas then awarded a trip to
the Congress at Michmond, (Pleture and Yews ‘rticle
’Mc".d.)

o Svine

eventy-one serbers vere enral led 1

orty-nine completed, 4~ manbers
at the comnty fiir winning $45.00 1




funior aders and divide the rest of the menbership

w night commmity clubs moet monthly; six of
wotings are suparvised by the adult boys a
volunteer leaders, and one of the agents meet
e elubs the other six times, The altermats
the agent meets with the clube, an effort
hold the business meeting to one-halfl hour,
ur is set aside for project dlscussion and
ms by the FPxtension Agent, The plan for
s conducted Yty the adult boys and girle
lars 18 to divide the one and one-half
three partsj one-half hour for business)
wur for mesber partieipation or program, and
howr for recreation, The altarnate ronthe

agmt does not meet with the night ccmmund ty
an offort 1 mie to in the respective
o0 ar mtact t ys leaders
mtters that s { scursed
that month, ar also ¥ a1t
od special attention,

Jundor boye'clubs organised for me
gseventh grades, the first meeting
ar is held duwring the month of Sestember, an
eeting during the month of May t.e following
last meeting of the school year in May,
record books are closed cut, In ceses vhere
Jects are continued, the balance is carried
another book for ng during the summer months,
oys elub has a set icers, president, vioe-
lent, seecretary-tressurer, and recreation leader,
dmutes of esch meeting iz devoted by the agents
n f offioers, and transsetions of any businese)
imutes is devoted to yroject disous m and denone
s U fifteen minmutes to traning
wobers in taking part in olud meet
ub songs, and playing sit down
n rare oases are adult leaders avallabis 1
th grede school clubs, however, the clul

encouraged to have each of his other officers act as

sordingly,
ty i=fl Couneil

&=V Council i» composed of all officers of

ubs, with the adult volunteer leaders as adv
ring and Mll » nge are held ammally.
ness meeting was he sagh mee! ¥

fficers at the full meetin

the L' : 1 i1 4is spon ' the cour

by
Asaoclation community and na woal bang sales,
Jooenber was devoted U v lub members

selling bangles in thelr respective oo nities, and

turday 1




I mo gardens no speclal moetings wers 14 this
ast year, Information on insect and disease eontreol
was supplied through the redio and gress, In additiom,

ividual insects and diseases were ildentified and
control vas recommendsd elither through personal visits
o from the offlice, if possiblae,

‘orestry

ercent of the farme within the county have at
least a small woodlot acreag There ir & need for
forestry lmprovement in many of these woodlots and
thare are still many sores
1 for tree production than

orestry improvessnt snd tree planting wvas st -essed
} y radio and newvepaper publicity, The Fxtension
sorked very close with the Soil Conservation fere
vies and Virginia Forestry Service in the "plant more
trees” program, One tree planting demonstratl wan
established to demonstrate the wvalue of planting trees
ir farn woodlot vhere desirable treee are not availe
able,

G, Fest Contreol

4 is year one week wvas set aside for poisoning
rata, jpeoial euphasis wves gzl 2 in publicity on methods
retting rid of rats and rat harbors,

A1 ( "K

In eikingham County, which is the third largest county in
tate, there are approximataly 7 %0 boys and girls 4~
olub age in the rural area, Due %o the high diversified
sgricul ture, a special effort has been put forth to make
many d4ifferent agricultural projects available to 4~ elub

the

79, there were 29 different [« clube in the eounty,.
i oint boys and girls community night elubs, nine boys

and nine girls elementary school clubs in the sixth and

seventh grades, The total menbership was 697 boys and girls,

In the nine commundty night clube there were twenty adult
leaders and ninetéen jurdor boy volunteer leaders, BEnch

leader vas asked to emroll the boys carrying farm projects
from the five families nearest him, and then vas ssked to
select a Junior leader from this group to assist in groug

activities and vith the projects in the club program,

in addition to the 4(«'! clubs, the County i-F Council and
the County All Star Organisations, vhich both meet semi.
annually, play an important part in planning 4«7 club pro-
rams and assisting in caryhy on 4-M sotivities.




not using good rams, Mrasites are still a problem
in some flocks and there are & good many lambe that
are not being castrated and doeked,

Our objective is tc get producers to use better rems,
control paresites at the proper time, and castrate
and doek lasbe,

The agent assisted the purebred producers in condueting
a sale in order to provide more and better purebmred
reams for the flock owners in the county, This year

43 rams were sold in the sals, pecial feature redio
programs and special feature news articles vere pre-
pared to publicise the objective setup in our plan,

Svine

There are about 25,000 hogs sold anmually in Rockingham
ounty, hovever, most of these are produced in small
lots and only small musbers of hogs are produced
3 producer, During the past year, a few producers
become interested in modernising their hog operatiom
increasing the sise some,

get information to these producers
on the outlook and also on bulldings and equipment which
are t cconomical and practical, Several of the proe
lucers were visited to plan the operation and one meete
ing ves held to give additional information on manage-
wnt prectioces nesded in & modern operation,

rticul ture

Pruit

e and peach producers are an important part in the
gricul Yure in Roekingham County, "m.mr, the number

rehards and the number of trees are on the decrsase.,
ne problem in the county has been the apples are not

roperly ocolored on many of the trees,

L Jective sot up in our plan was to lmprove the
color by getting producers to do a better Job of pruning
n iy sending prodacers tisely information on spraying
for insects and diseases,

The grovers in the sounty were urged to attend the area

meting in Shenandceh County to get the lastest infor-

mation on pruning, disesse and insect control, A large
ent of the grovers attended,

runing demonstrutions were held to give producers
ation on woper pruning.

arderd
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ub horns; and to eliminate cows with dairy breed-
ing from the beef herds, A large percentage of the beef
oattle farms in the County do not have the proper equip-
sent avallable on the farm for testing the cows, and
oastrating, and dehorning the calves, This has prevent-
ed many herd ovners preparing their cattle for the sales,

Another objective was to improvs the quality of beef
cattle in the county and in the sales and incresse the
nmber of eattle in the demonstration sales,

One meeting of beef producers was held to tuild more en-
thusissm in the demonstrational sales and get Iinformation
to the producers on what to do in order % ot cattle ine
to the sales,

The three anmual “tate Sales have improved our local
feeder ocalf, and feeder onttle market, A high percent
the oattle in these sales are being sold to buyers
from other feeder cattle areas, and this has helped ab-
sorb the large supply of feeder cattle avallable in this
area, The sale has also sncouraged producers to use
better tulls, and get better cowse, The quality of cattle

in our

Two thousand and seventy cattle were sold in the three
sales this year, and last year two thousand and sixty-
#ix vere pold, Ogr objective has been o increase the
wroentage of fancy and cholce grade catile, but, this
percentage was small this year, We balleve this decroase
ves due to the inecrease in the mmber of cattils and to
the groving season,

plan wvas to get informetion on bullding, on castrate
ard dehorning calves at the proper time, and on
ing handling pens and chutes, This year this ves
through publieity in newspaper and radito,

The producers wvho have served as leadere in Jdeveloping
the special sales have also served as leaders in de-
veloping better cattle in the county, This demonstration
a8 made a real contribution to improving the cattile, in-
eroasing the price of feeder cattle in the area, and proe-
viding an outlet for more feeder cattle,

™
oep

There are approximately 20,000 ewes in the County) this

is an incresse of about 4,000 during the past FRArS o

here is, hovever, a place for more ewes in the County

a0 there are stil]l many farmere vho could better utilise

pasture and profitably increase their volume of business
th sheep, There are many flocks of sheep in the county

pro 'ncm’j'ﬂji'., lambs, In some cases, producers are
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These records are for the hord owmers' own use ir
culling, feeding and improving his herd, Fourteen
herds with 390 cows are participating, Our plan wes
to expand this program this year, hovever, we have
sotually lost two herds, Ve believe comsiderable
time needs to be devoted t» educating the ‘wnere
Sampler herd owmers on how to use these records, Muf-
ficient time has not been awailable to do this,

w wvas devoted to sseist individual daliry.
igning a plan for remodeling the present
order to provide comfortable economical fa-
for the dairy cous and also reduce the labor

to care for the herd,

ore time needs to be devotod to the dairy education
program than was available from the Extencion staff
this past year, Fowever, there hes been an incresse
of about 500 pounds of milk and 30 pounds of butterfat
per cow in the Dairy Herd Improvement demonstrator
herds during the past four years, This would be an
average incresse of over §1200 more gross income per
herd anmually,

Livestock

Beef Cattle

oattle is one of the major sources of income in

am County, There are aprroximately 14,000 beef
cows and 17,000 steers, bulls, and steer calves, Dur-
ing the past year there has not been much change in
the mmber of beef cows, but, the mmber of steers
being grased and fed grain in the County has increased,
ovever, Rockingham County does not produce sufficient
mrain to feed the feeder cattle awailable in the eounty,
The objective of our plan was to develop & better mark
for feeder calves and feeder cattle. The Fxtension
Staff has contimued %o work with the producers in cone
hucting three special State (rade fales, the calfl and
yearling fall sale, and the yearling steer and heifer
spring sale. The purpose of these sales is provide
& mariet outlet for feeder cattle to other catile feed-
ing aress, This yoar the sales were conducted
ocidnghan Feeder Cattle “ales Associztion vhich wes
organised by the producers for the purpose of conducte
ing the sales, These three mmmual graded sales have
attracted a good many tmyers from other areas, Our plan
vas to increase the sise of each of the three sales, and
improve the quality in erder to atiract more buyers,
The nmumber of cattle avallable for these sales may be
increased by getting herd owners to test their herds for
Bangs a T.B.} %o eliminate stage;} to eliminate horne




Virginia in 1954, During the past year there has been
a considerable increase in the mumber of herds selling
grade "A" milk, and some increase in the mumber of dairy
cows, The production per cow is not as high as it is in
some of the other leading dairy counties.

The objective in our plan was to increase milk pro-
duction per ocow by getting farmers to produce better
pality of forage, eliminate mastitis , and get a better
hreeding conception,

The second objective was to get producers who need
housing facilities to build economical practiocal faeili-
ties or remodel present buildings.

The third objective was to get producers to feed the
individual dairy cows scoording to production,

One of the important sctivites was a two-day eounty
dairy school which wvas organised to twring information
%0 the dairymen on objectives outlined sbove, This
school was planned by the County Dmlpry Extonsion Come
mittes with a speedal offort being placed on geiting
information to the dairymen on the objectives ocutlined
above, The milk marketing organizations and artificial
breeding organizations were asited to cooperate and in-
vite producers, All producers were notified about the
school by letter and asked to make a reservation so

the conmittes would know how many to plan for, The
entire school was attended by over 60 daliryman,

Our plan this year was to expand the D.V,.1.A, demone
stration program 48 ve have found the Dairy Verd Ime
provement rogram very effective in inereasing pro-
duction, A part of our plan was to hold a herd analysis
moeting and discuss management practices, wvhich have
proven effective in incressing production in the higher
profducing demonstration herds, Another meeting of D,W,.I.A,
denofs’rators vas held to bulld enthusissm among demone
strators, and other dairymen vho are prospective demon-
strators, This meeting was attended by 151 mombers and
puests, and immediately following the meeting, three
nev demonstrutors vere taken on, uring the year, the
wer of demonstrators wvas increased from 50 with 1805
cows to 66 with 2251 cows, Our plan was to visit the
leonstrators with the lowest produetion, in order to
Mscuss their problems with them, and visit the new dairy
herds beginning milk production, Time wes set aside to
visit the herds with the lowest production, and I believe
these visits resulted in some changes being made in these
erds,

wiher part of our program this year was the
pler testing, which is dome by the |
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some more equipment, (News article attac de)

Poul try speecialist from V, participated in four
county community meetl to sxplain the inspection
progran now in effect at the processing plants an
vhy soms birds are condemned,

uring the sntire year, the County Poultry ZExtension
Jormd ttee was very sctive and Individual sembers Mrought
out several valuable suggestions to improve the poultry
program, At one meeting commdttee members proposed a
plan for eontract broiler production on a cost basis
here modern housing and equipment would be financed
under a plan vhich involved a processor, feed contracte
or, and producer Jjointly berrowing the money, The
contract would include a retirement plan anc

sharing, The plan wvas for expansion on present

farns, The committee studied the plan, and proposed
to present it to a few selected producers to determine
acceptability, but, producers did not sofept 1t, be-
cause of no assurance of labor income and the un -
cortainty of final ownership in case operation was not
successful ,

[ater the basic ideas became a part of some contracts
in vhich supplies, feed and chicks, vere provided at
sosts to mateh labor and facilities of grover, hen
} are shared proportionally., Another variation
of plan vas to provide loan to obtain feed and

profi

ehiocks for oash prices, btut, growver responsible for
other risks and recéfves profits,

uring the past year, ve have made some progress in

iltry vork, hovever, more time needs to be devoted

this phase of work, The County Foultry Txtension
Comittee played an extremely important part in making
each of the above activities a success, A special
offort vas made to be sure thet sach comndttee new
vhatthey were to do and plamned how 1t wvas to be dones
'he three county meetings were a success not only in
atten ‘ance, tut, in developing enthusissm in improving
efficiency. By working more closely with the feed and
hatchery servicemen and by establishing the nimm
“tandard Management Requirements, it has been possible
to establish uniform recomwendations on many probleme
and on management practices, "niform recommendations
have made it possible fo reach more people becsuse the
feed servicemen and flock supervisors sre also making
these recommendations,

whan County ranked second in value whole
cream sold, and third in th of wvhole mil
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lsalors to display poultry eghipment in a n
close by the meeting hall,

mente comndttee made arrangerents for the
bs hald in the exhibit bulldin
3 r grounds so that adequate space would be
evailable for displays, the meeting, and also prepari
and serving food %o the people, This comndttes 4id an
excellent Job in providing heat and seating spece in
1lding not equipped #ith these faclilities,

imner committee arrenged for and served
cue dinner, he dinner wvas served at cost
salers and hatcherymen rovided their cust
tickets,
) belleve this reeting was very successf™ul in bui)
iusissn and getting some information to the peo;
on the need for modernising our poultry industry, A
wople attended this meeting

1o

r objective vas to get infomation on groving
'8 Wl managing the commercial flock to the
1al egg profucers, The Foultry Extension Commdttee

2

2 A ppecial comndttee to plan an e thls

ittee found many questions being asked on the
wde™ housing, wquipment, foreed ventilation,
pit cleaners so more birds could be kept in the
same spece, Thus arrangements were made to tour two
layer operations vhere two different systeme were in
use, Irwediately following the tour, the group met
st the county falr grounds and dlscussed managing the
commercial floek, and had. an ogg and turkey sausage
Himer, After iimner, the program eormittee arranged
for & talk "The Ngg and You", which gas rodicers ine
”.""1 '. m on the m'” of « 4 nd the noe Ffor more

attractive marimting packages, he egg tour

meoting, which wvas attended by 50 pro hucers, vas success-

ful in beinging information and idess to persons ine

terssted in improving thelir efficiency of their layer
operations and some changes have been made as a sult
of the tour and meeting, ( News article attached,)

A part of our plan vas to arrenge for, and hold a
turkey meeting at vhich special emphesis be pleced on
improving efficienay by the use of sufficient equipment
and disease control, The progras committee arranged

to get Dr, Richard Taton from S5t, louls, Yo, to lring
this information to the group because he has ¢ tucted
considerable research work in this field,

he turkey meeting wes successful in convine a0
rovers that they oould improve thelr efficiency !




¥ n re of the feed compar
a neoting held for this purpose, 2,000 «

vare printed and distriluted to producers

Another important part of our Fxtension Progran was the
shorteourse which was held for the poultiry servicemen,
ith assistance of poultry department V,.FP,I,, a special
six weeks' training session wvas conducted to give service-
men basie information on poultry, 8ix three hour meet-
ngs vere held at wvhich the following sublects vere
discussed: Reproduction; NMgestive Systen, Punction
Disorders; Respiratory System and ith iseases) Develop=
ment of the Chickj; Mechanism of Control and Coordination;
and, “tress and The Chicken, During September a two day
training school was held with the assistance of the

poul try staff from V,F.I, The servicemen held one meet-
ing to get inforvation on the poultry inspection program
now in effect at the processing plants, and to explain
vhat inspectors check for and wvhy some birds are cone
enned, Poultry specialist from V,P,I1,, participated

in this meeting.

T™he above activities with the poultry servicemen have
been effective in providing the servicemen wvith infor-
mation vhich hag helped them make proper recommendations
to poultry producers, Seweral servicemen have stated

that the information has been helpful in their work,

Producers Progrem,

ne objective set up in owr plan vas to ‘ol me large
producer meeting to maintain enthusiesm smong the poultry-
men and also interest them in modernising their operstions,
he poultry committee made a special effort to organise

) weting so as to get as many producers as possible

at the meeting., Fiwe active conmittees were set up and
assigned specific johs to do, The comuittees included:

1. Program, 2, Publicity, 3. DMeplay, 4. Arrangements
and, 5, Dimner, Tach of these comdttees held several
planning meetings and devoted consideralle time to pree
paring for the meeting,

The program committee planned the
of operating efficlently in light
situation and the modernisai

efficioncy,

comud ttee which wvas respon
\ at to the meeting enlisted
wwspaper, radio stations, ar the

isplay committee arranged
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here is a need for a high money erop on small farme,
Jtravberry production wes investigated in 1956, and

ve found a good market avallable, and a fev individuals
interested in stravberry production on a commercial
gseale, A meoting wes held in the early spring %o giw
persons interested in stravberry produetion infore
mation on planting, growing plants, and produeing the
berries, About 30 interested persons attended the
weting, About 7 of these people planted a cormercial
wd of stravberries and this past year at least ) of
these producers reported a good income from the straw-
berries, This year a special radio feature was rre-
pared on one successful operation in the county in an
effort to interest more farmers in using strevbe:ries
to increass their farm income,

je beliove that more time should be devoted to this
project as there is still a market for more stravberries
and also & need for a high money erop on small farms,

Poultry

Rockingham County is the leading turkey produecing
county in the United States) and, also ranks 5th in
poultry products sold, There are approximetely twenty-
four hatcheries and twenty-five feed and contrecting
conmpanies operating in the comnty, During the peast year
there has been an increase in turkey production and

commercial egg production, however, there has been some
fecrease in btroller production,

Vary broiler producers have not found it profitalile to
grov 'rollers in the small houses vhich are ol propere
ly equipped, The aversage lroiler flock size in the
ounty is about 3000 birds and in many cases the proe-
ducers are spending nearly 2% of their time oaring

for them, In other areas vhere the broiler industry

is eontiming to expand most of the units have a 10,000
capacity and are equipped with modern equipment and
more of it,

1, Pultry Servicemen Prograa.

nring 1958 the poultry servicemen partieipated in
setting up goals and standards for improving the
efficiency of poultry production in the county, The
servicemen also served as menbers of sewveral special
Fxtension poul try comulttece,

his past year the servicemen formed an organization
wvhich continued % work with the county Bxtension
Foultry Commdttes, and aseisted in revising the
"inism Poultry Standards®, These standards vere
then discussed, and with & few revisions were approved




- -

Fertilisation recommendations of pasture and hay
erops vhich were based on soil analynis, were
discussed individually with sbout 250 farmers,

The results of the program to produce more m
better forage are a little ALfficult to measu
hovever, many pastures are being improved sact
year, and the alfalfa, and the alfalfa acreage is
increasing, vhich indiecates that the more PO~
luctive mixtures are being seeded,

Thistle Contrel,

A county wide thistle control program wee set up
through the county agronomy commdttee and the
commercial companies handling weed killers, The
firet step wvas to notify the commercial companies
that a epecial campaign would be eonducted and
supply them with information on the material vhioch
vould be recommended, The campaign was opened by
holding (2) demonstrations in opposite sections of
the county, and a county-wide meeting, At both
lenonatrations, and at the meting, special emphasis
ms placed on spraying at the proper time, and with
the proper chemicals, A special card wvas then pre-
pared and mailed to 1450 farmers giving them infor-
mation on vhen to spray and the material to wse, n
these cards and in all the publiecity, a special
slogan, which was selected and adopted by the agromomy
committes, vas used - "Rigger Profite and Better
Py, Sprey Thistles Today",(Picture News Article.

The results were very good sswe had large nusbers of
farmere that reported that this was the firet time
they had gotten satisfactory results by spraying,
The County Agent's Office had a large wumber of phone
calls regarding spraying during the period while the
oampalign wvas on, and the commercial companies which
earry weed killers reported that they ran out of the
chemical several times, and had to order more, ‘0
believe the prograa wvas succesafl al, but that 1t
should be continumed another yvar,

Alfalfa Veevil,

Alfelfa weevil became a serious pest ir 1957, sad
#ince that time it has been necessary to use chemiocels
in order to protect the crop from serious injury., In
1957 and 1958 from 90 to 99% of the alfalfa in the
county was sprayed to protect the erop, During the
past yoar special emphasis wes placed on btringing
farmers the latest information on new methods of cone
trolling the weevil,
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iribute to the county income,

( o8 Alsc cor
are six poultry dressing plants, a dairy process-
s & livestock dreseing plant, a frult canning
several flour and feed mills, & fertiliser plant

and four lime plants, Other plants inelude apparel

rayon,

fabrie,yarns, excelsior, chemical, metal,

eooperage, bullding bloecks, and stone monmusents,
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Forage (Pesture, Hay

There is about 136,316 acres of pasture, 36,50(
acres in hay erops, and about 4,159 acres of silage
(eorm and grass) in the county to feed 54,800 head
of cattle and 22,000 head of sheep, plus 6,540 lambe,
According to the yleld in the county the past few
yours, these crops are providing sufficient feed to
adequately feed about 42,000 animal units and there
are about 55,700 animal units being fed. Yowvever,
e to very Pavorable weather conditions this past
ssason, sufficient feed 1s avallable this year to
adequately feed the livestock,

There is still & need for more and better quality
forage to pwoperly feed the liwestock in the county
under norms)l weather conditioms, About 50F of the
pasture acresge does not have a desirable grass
sixture at the present time, and about 70F needs
fertilizer for good pasture produetion, Thistles
are & serious probels in many of the most productive
pas tures

e two objectives in our plax
uoe more and better quality fora

of the thistles, lore a wtte L y Fforage

goul
and the use of better hay mixture m as, alfalfa,
and orchard grass and proper fertilisation, Thistles
can controlled by spraying in sar) rin rith
proper chemieals,

be produced by use of ood ature nimtures,

'he most effective meeting held to emphasize more
and better forage through better mistures, and
fertilizsation was held in conjunction with the county
lairy school in March, We believe this meeting was
more effective hecsuse the forage program wes applied
lirectly to the needs of the dalirywen, In addition
to the above mentioned meeting, the agent featured
special publicity on developing winter pasture for
laliry cattle and other livestoek, & the sore
vation aselstance avallable through

nearvation Progras,




COUNTY ORGANTZATIONS

The County Organisations consiste of the County Agrie
uulmﬂll ‘oard, Commodity Commlttees, 4(-F (“lun Couneil,
Dairy Herd I -;rovo ment Association, heef Cattle Sales
hr(wiuurm, henandoah Velley Soil Conservation Distriet,
County ASC Commdttee, and Civie Clube,

he County Agricultural Hoard is made up of 13 members
representing the four major agriculture enterprises and
one representative from the County 4~F Club leaders,
Three wembers are appointed sach year for & three year
tern, one poultryman, one livestock producer, one daliry.-
man, and one farmer interdsted in greis groduction, The
three representatives from each major enterprise om the
Agricul tural Board also serve as s mucleus for the com
modity comuittess, The Foultry Comsdttee then consiste
of three members from the Agricultural Board plus repre-
sentation from the feed dealers, hatcheries, processors,
turkey grovers, btroiler grovers, & commercial egg producer,
& hatehing egg producer, and a feed salesman, The other
commodi ty commdttees are also made up of three members
from the Agrieultural Foard and three other farmers ine
terested in the respective enterprise, The commodity

comul ttees held meetings to study the county situation,
and outline the county problems, and meeds, and set up
objectives vhich vere ineorporsated in the "Long-Term

Progran®, and "1959 Flan of Work", The Agricultural

»
joard hald meetings to review the overall county agrie
P

cul ture program,

TYI¥ OF AGRICULTURE

cekinghan County, located in the heart of the Shenandoah
Valley, with Varrisonburg as the county seat, is the lead-
ing turkey county in the United States., The total popu-
lation in the county is 35,070, 44% of these pecple are
rural farm, and 568 are rural non-farm, There has been

& decrease of 208 in the past 10 years in rural farm people,

The County is the third largest county in the State, with
556,160 acres of which 321,685 scres are in farms, the
remainder is in national forests. There are 3,571 farme
thich average 84.0 acres,

The county, vhich is agricultural, preactices a very di.
veraified system of farming, There are four major sources
f agricultural incomet poultry which ranks first, produces
over 65% of the incomej livestoek and dalry second with

about 25%, and crops whisch includes fruit produees about
10%,

Processing and mumfacturing plants of agricultural and
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