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Taj Mahon-Haft

We are here today, honored to be here, with Anthony Maurice Jordan, a really close friend of 
mine, and one of the truly moral, ethical, and intelligent people I’ve come to know in prison. 
He’s going to recite “Reflections,” his piece. And so, I’ll just turn this over to you, Maurice. 
Introduce it the way you would like, and please go ahead.

Anthony Maurice Jordan

Well, thank you for having me. It’s truly an honor. In prison, you know, [Inaudible], our voice 
isn’t heard very much. So, to have this opportunity, you know, it’s truly an honor. So, this 
piece, you know, I call “Reflections,” and it starts off like this: 

As I sit in my cell and replay events of my past, from childhood to the present, I can say 
unequivocally that out of all of my hardships, pitfalls, ups and downs, I am blessed. 

I was born in Welch, West Virginia, on July the 5th, 1969, to James and Hester Mae Jordan, 
their first child. Strange thing, though, I can tell you who my parents are, but I can’t tell you 
anything much more than that. My memories of them are hazy and spotty, and no matter how 
hard I try, there is one memory that I seem to have a problem in conjuring up: I can’t ever 
recall a moment of seeing them together.

Many child psychologists say that children will suppress traumatic experiences to the point 
that when they reach adulthood, they can’t even recall the event. Sometimes, I wonder if this 
is what is happening to me. I’m constantly searching my mind for tidbits of information, 
which, for me is like watching a flickering 1920s silent movie. What I do remember is moving 
back and forth across state lines to stay with either my father in West Virginia or my mother 
in Virginia. 

I do remember, while in West Virginia, spending very little time with my father and more time 
with people I assumed to be family. To this day, I’m not sure. While in Virginia, I have very 
little memories of staying with my mother because most of my memories are of group and 
foster homes. Now that I think about it, I’m amazed at how, with such an unstable childhood 
that I have no history of juvenile delinquency, and how I was able to graduate high school. 
Man, I loved high school. 

It was during my first year of high school that the Junior R.O.T.C. program was instituted, 
and because my father was in the Army Reserves, I thought this would be the opportunity 
for me to make him proud. When I told him about me signing up for the class, I distinctly 
remember a blank, expressionless face saying, “Oh, yea!” The only fond memory that I have 
of me and my father is of us together and him teaching me how to maintain my uniform, how 
to shine my shoes, how to polish my brass. In those sparse moments, my mind was like a 
sponge soaking in everything that came from his mouth. It didn’t take long for those moments 
to dissipate. 

After graduation, I felt that I was an adult, and that no one could tell me what to do or how to 
live my life. So I headed out on my own. I left West Virginia headed for Newport News with 
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about $800 in my pocket—money that I had saved by working as a bagboy throughout high 
school. Although legally I was an adult, I was ill-equipped to take on the role of being a man. 

Manhood is one of those concepts that many young males think they understand, but in 
reality, have no understanding of. Because they never had any examples of it in their lives. I 
was one of those young males. 

Prison has a unique way of distorting reality, and when an undeveloped mind enters its 
domain, that distortion is shaped into the wiles of desire. It takes a focused and committed 
mind to not succumb to the distortion. Unfortunately, many do. 

In prison, I reconnected with my love for reading, a love I had developed at an early age. 

Through books, I learned so many things about myself and the world around me. 

Through books, I was able to incorporate character traits that I never had or knew about. 

Through books, I mentally sat in classrooms of professors and historians. Through books, I 
sat in the labs of scientists, and through books, I was able to sit at the feet of sages and wise 
men and women. Through books, I was able to learn what my role is in relation to other 
human beings—a servant—a role that I now gladly embrace.

The end.

Mahon-Haft

Man, thank you for sharing that, Maurice. I know you fairly well, and I knew some pieces of 
that, but I had never heard that. And I think, especially knowing you, first of all, you do act 
as servant. And secondly, it helps me understand a lot, and I appreciate you sharing that. For 
readers, listeners, what would you say the process of being able to write—and you mentioned 
this before you recited it, it’s nice to be heard, writing it, expressing it, being heard. What 
does that do for you as a person inside with so much to offer the world and confined from the 
chance to do so?

Jordan

Well, you know, there are many aspects, you know, of my life that I have never told anyone, 
you know. Even in, you know, writing this piece, “Reflections,” there’s a lot of information 
about me that I left out, you know, very painful information. What I did reveal—a lot of this, 
I had never told to anyone, so to be able to release that, you know. And in prison, you know, 
prison creates this cocoon, you know, everybody—or the majority of people in prison—they 
put themselves in a shell, and to express yourself in the way that I just did, it’s kind of like a 
taboo. You know, you don’t do that.

So, I held a lot of this—I hold a lot of this stuff in. And my mind, my heart, and my soul is 
screaming to let this stuff out, you know. So, again, like I said, to have this opportunity to 
release some of this. It’s a stress relief, you know, to be able to get some of this out—yeah, so.
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Mahon-Haft

So what reflections, memories—these are powerful things in everybody’s life. But I think 
they hold a special power and weight when we’re away for long stretches, when we’ve got 
long bids to do. How would you say—what do memories and reflections like this, or, like, of 
any sort, mean to you in the context of your perseverance and your existence inside?

Jordan

Well, you know, for a long time, I held, you know, a little animosity against my parents, you 
know, because I was like, “Man, how could they have done me this way?” you know. Books 
really, you know, saved me in so many ways, and they put a lot of things in perspective for 
me. I don’t hate my parents. I don’t, you know, have any animosity toward them. In actuality, 
I actually have more love for them today, and both of them are deceased. I have more love 
for them today than I ever had because I now understand the hardship and struggles that they 
went through.

You know, I grew up poor. Both of my parents were poor. Both of my parents, you know, 
they worked all their lives. So, I understand how hard it is. Growing up in West Virginia, 
one of the, you know, poorest states in the union, you know, growing up in the coal mines 
of West Virginia, you know, seeing a lot of—at the time, I really didn’t pay attention to it, 
but now here, looking at hindsight, seeing the poverty, you know, and understanding that I 
now have more love for my parents, you know. People respond to life differently, you know? 
Unfortunately, my parents responded to it in the way that they did. But again. I look at myself 
now and I can say I’m blessed, you know.

Mahon-Haft

I am certainly blessed to have gotten to become your friend over these years, man. And you 
alluded to the power of books in that piece and in driving your transformation to this role of 
servant. For the sake of everybody out there, what would you say some of the most important 
books—what books would you tell anybody that they absolutely got to read?

Jordan

Oh! Definitely, you have to read Until We Reckon by Danielle Sered. A very powerful book. 
I would recommend 7 Habits by Stephen Covey. I would recommend Man’s Search for 
Meaning by Viktor Frankl. Those three books have really gave me a foundation that I am 
truly grateful to have.

Mahon-Haft

I can’t even tell you how happy I am that those are some of your answers. Those are some of 
my favorite books, too. Made me feel like I did a good job reading. So, yeah, no, those are all, 
Man’s Search for Meaning was a profound, it is a profound book, I think for everybody who 
ever kept—really opens their mind to it, especially. All of them, and I agree that Sered’s book 
for reconstructing our justice system is fundamentally important too, completely. But those, 
what is it, 150-something pages that are tiny half pages of Man’s Search for Meaning has all 
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that weight to it. It’s incredible.

Jordan

Yeah.

Mahon-Haft

So, in being a servant, one last question here. In being a servant, what do you feel like some 
of the things that you do that are most impactful as a servant in the community where you live 
now, you are part of a community. So, what are you most proud of as a servant?

Jordan

Helping others. I mean, you know, service is about, you know, not thinking of yourself less but 
more so thinking less of yourself—or should I say vice versa. In prison, in this environment, 
you know, I see it all the time. There’s a lot of self-centeredness, a lot of egoism, you know, 
a lot of focus on oneself and not focused on, you know, things outside of self. Again, I’ve 
learned from many people, learned from many places. 

You know, I remember the comedian, Steve Harvey. You know, the concept—one concept of 
service that I learned from him was that, look, no matter what you do in life, no matter where 
you go in life, everything that you get, you get by way of another human being. So, depending 
on your attitude, depending on your character, will determine how successful you are in life. 
You know, Viktor Frankl in his book Man’s Search for Meaning says, “Hey look, don’t chase 
success.” He says, “Because if you do, you’ll never get it.” He says, “Success is a byproduct 
of service.” He says, “When you commit yourself to something greater than yourself, then 
you are successful.” And that concept I hold near and dear to my heart.

Mahon-Haft

Yeah, you do. It’s something that really resonated with me in that, too. And I think that you 
getting through all this time you got, just like I didn’t even have, you know—I served what 
felt like a really long time, but nothing compared to what you’ve had to endure.

It got me through. I think that that service, that higher purpose is also the key to perseverance 
and resiliency in that setting. So, that’s my follow-up thought. I’ll let you add on whatever you 
want there. Then just say goodbye in however you would like. What are your final thoughts?

Jordan

You know, again, I can’t stress enough that I do see myself as being blessed. You know, when 
I think about, you know, my travels in life, you know, from my earliest memories all the way 
up to this point, I have met some amazing people. I have met people who have helped me 
grow and develop and mature. You know, and—
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Jordan

—I’m truly thankful, you know, and I look forward to the opportunity, you know, to expand 
my service.

Mahon-Haft

Well, thank you very much, Maurice. We appreciate you.

Jordan

Thank you.

Appendix: Interview Transcripts



vi

Anthony Maurice Jordan


