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PART I

BLACK FEMINIST SOCIAL
AND INSTITUTIONAL
CRITIQUES





1. A Black Feminist’s Critique
of the Crooked Room of
Medicine (CRoM)
An Introduction to Thick Studies
JARIAH STROZIER

Introduction
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Black Feminisms and the Thick Black Woman’s
Body
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Thick Studies
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Black Thick Women’s Encounter with the
Medical Field
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The Gender, Race, Weight Matrix and Holistic
Approaches to Black Women’s Wellbeing
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Table 1: Gender Race Weight Matrix
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“Weighing in”: Reflections on Thickness,
Heaviness, and Healing
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Embracing Thick
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Holism and Healing Not to “Fix Feet”
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Predominantly White Institutions as Diverse
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Systemic Racism as An Impediment to
Institutional Change
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Data Violence and Racialized Technologies Foci in
Institutional Critique Counterstories
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3. Black Feminist
Trauma-Informed
Interventions
Centering Black Women Survivors of Violence
BRIANNA GEORGE

Introduction
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An Overview of The Violence and Oppression
Experienced by Black Women
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Historical and Present-Day Systemic Oppression as Violence
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Survivors of Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) and Their
Criminalization
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Police Violence against Black Women
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Violence as Complex Trauma
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Help Seeking and Coping
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Increasing the Representation of Black Women as Therapists
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Acknowledgement and Integration of Black Women’s
Experiences in Treatment
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PART II

DECENTERING WHITENESS





4. Where Are the Black
Feminist Sociologists?
A Textbook Analysis
AMY M. ERNSTES

Introduction
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Teaching Sociology and Learning Black
Feminisms
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Table 2: Summary Results of Textbook Searches
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5. Decentering whiteness as
the Assumed Norm of
Feminisms
or, How Black Feminisms Made Room for Me That
“Feminism” Didn’t
C. A. BRIMMER
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6. “All That You Touch You
Change”
Black Feminisms and Theatrical Intimacy Direction,
On and Offstage
RACHEL NUNN
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Intimacy Direction and the MeToo Movement
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“Knowledge, deeply born”: Intimacy Direction as
an Affirmation of Embodied Knowledge
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“The symbol-making body”: Intimacy Direction
as a Living Praxis
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“White-girl tears”: Intimacy Direction and White
Women’s Bodies
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“Plundered, marketed, disposed of”: Intimacy
Direction and Re-humanizing Black Women’s
Bodies
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Intimacy Direction, Enfleshed Narratives of
Black Women, and Complexities of Consent
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A Black Feminist Intimacy Direction Lens,
Offstage
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7. Syncretism, Picong, and
Mas
A Two-Faced Resistance in Trinidad & Tobago
Carnival
LESLIE ROBERTSON FONCETTE
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