COMMISSION ON OUTREACH AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
Minutes
October 17, 2013
3:30-4:30 p.m.
210 Burruss Hall

Attendance: Monty Abbas, Kathleen Alexander, Don Back, Carlyle Brewster, Christine Fiori, Holly
Grant, Ralph Hall, Joe Hunnings (for Ed Jones), Reed Kennedy, David Knight (for Aditya Johri),
Andrew Overbay, Elankumaran Subbiah, Justin Camputaro (guest), Glenda Scales (guest presenter),
Jerald Walz (guest), Jen Underwood (guest)

Absent: Andrea Brunais, Kirsten Buhls, Lee Cooper, Jack Davis, Guru Ghosh, Aditya Johri, Ed
Jones, Michael Schwarz, S. Lyn Sharp, Susan Short

1.

Welcome and Introductions
Carlyle Brewster welcomed everyone to the meeting. Self-introductions were made.

Agenda Approval

Carlyle made a call for the approval of the agenda; the agenda was moved to approve; seconded
and was approved.

Announcements

Carlyle made the call for announcements. There were no announcements.

Approval of Minutes, September 5, 2013

The minutes from the September 5, 2013 were sent out electronically for updates; were updated
accordingly and were sent onto University Council and to the University Governance website.

Chairman’s Report

a. University Council Meetings
The September 16, 2013 meeting of the University Council was cancelled. The October 7,
2013 meeting provided resolutions from the Commission on Faculty Affairs to approve “The
Faculty of Health Sciences” for first reading; and the Commission on Undergraduate Studies
and Policies on the degree name change from Forestry and Wildlife to Forest Resources and
Environmental Conservation in the College of Natural Resources and Environment for first
reading.

The Commission Chairs gave their reports, which can be found within:
http://www.governance.vt.edu/univcouncil/ucminutes 10-07-13.pdf.

b. Outreach Council Meeting
The Outreach Council included the Carnegie Re-Classification; Center for Organizational
and Technological Advancement (COTA) update; Army Educational Outreach Program
(AEOP) update and the Ut Prosim Index update; council members gave individual program
updates. Minutes are currently in process and can be viewed at:
http://www.outreach.vt.edu/QuickLinks/outrch_council.html.

Vice-Chair’s Report

Carlyle gave the background regarding the Alumni Award for Outreach Excellence and the
number of entries had increased since last year with the new process. Some additional tweaks are
being made to the process and the call for nominations will be going out soon. A committee to
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review was being formed to include Reed Kennedy, Carlyle Brewster, Christine Fiori, Don Back
and Reed will contact a former winner to serve on the committee.

Reports

a. Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE)
Joe Hunnings gave the VCE report. He indicated that the 2013 Annual Report for Agency
229 was out (see attached). There is a new effort initiated-District Program Leadership
Team-where new agents will work with mentors in developing educational programs. 2014
marks the 100" anniversary of the Smith-Lever Act, which established the Cooperative
Extension system.

b. University Council on International Affairs (UCIA) Meeting
Don Back reported on the UCIA meeting of September 30, 2013. Highlights included the
Education Abroad Fair that took place on the Drillfield with 5,000-6,000 attendees; the
announcement of winter-mester and the costs associated; InnoVATE project prospect for
funding opportunities through USAID; and the Senegalese visitors were on campus. LCI had
several summer programs-to include the Fulbright Scholars and Humphreys Fellows; the
National Capitol Region branch is to open January 2014; Cranwell has 996 international
students now and will move to Harper Hall; Monika Gibson reported on International
students and graduate students. The VP Office of OIA is moving along with International
Support Services to the Gateway Center; UCIA will be working on their three (3) Alumni
Awards. There was concern about the visibility of International Affairs on the main VT
webpage; Andrea will be requesting a certain quote for news articles; the Deans’ Forum next
year; and the Education Abroad Task force.

Full minutes can be viewed at: http://www.outreach.vt.edu/UCIA/ucia.html.

Deans’ Forum on Global Engagement-March 2014

Glenda Scales gave a presentation on the Deans’ Forum which will take place on campus March
25-27, 2014. The request for proposals and poster presentations has gone out, please get the
word out. Digital submissions are accepted, President Steger is to be recognized at the event.
They hope to get a lot of participation, interest, and hope everyone will be engaged. (see
attached)

Engagement White Paper Discussion
Christine Fiori will bring the survey to the next meeting to survey new commission
members/faculty. She is to send the survey out before next meeting.

Commission Board Member Comments
There were no comments.

The meeting adjourned at 4:31 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kimberly Rhodes
Recording Secretary
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Improving on-farm
energy efficiency

Dairy and poultry operations, greenhouse facilities, and
flue-cured tobacco farms in Southside and Southwest
Virginia are significant consumers of energy. Farmers are
challenged with rising fuel and electricity expenses that
increase the cost of production and reduce already tight
operating margins. Fluctuations in energy costs make
budgeting maore difficult.

Virginia Cooperative Extension, with financial support
from the Virginia Tobacco Indemnification and
Revitalization Commission, implemented a pilotfarm
énergy efficiency program. “The 2010-12 program
focused the attention of agricultural producers on the
cost of energy that they use, energy conservation oplions,
and opportunities to cost-share projects to reduce farm
energy consumption,” said Martha Walker, Extension
community viability specialist.

As partof the program, 71 farms requested on-farm
energy audits and 58 completed the audit. Qualified
energy auditors and trained data collectors from several
firms used for the project conducted the audits.

As aresult more than 51 million in energy savings was
identified, including:

« 1758 776 kWh electrical usage.
« 602,315 gallons propane fuel.

< 19,326 gallon: fuel ol

63408 million BTUs.

«A 25 MICO2e greenhouse gas emissions,

Approximately 76 percent of the recommended
energy conservation measures have a payback period
shorter than five years.

“Farmers completing an on-farm epergy audit

were offered a 25 percent cost share, Up to 52,500
per farm, as anincentive to upgrade to energy-
efficient equipment! said Walker. " Twenty-four farms
implemented the cost-saving projects identified in
the audits, and 14 farms applied for USDA REAP [Rural
Energy for America Programl energy conservation
grants, of which 11 were successful and will receive
$220,225 in funding!

The pilot project engaged multiple Virginia partners,
including the Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals
and Energy; USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Services; USDA Rural Development: and Virginia
Foundation for Agriculture, Innovation and Rural

it

Sustainability, Because the value of energy
audits in identifying cost savings for agricultural
producers was validated, Extension and its
partners are applving for a second grant to
launch an expanded project. Award notification
is expected in January 2014,







Working to

stink bugs
in their tracks

In the 13 years since the brown mar-
morated stink bug was discovered in
Pennsylvania, the voracious insect has
made a slow and steady march toward
Virginia. It was found in the common-
wealth in 2004, and it has caused
millions of dollars in damage as it
destroyed apples and grapes in the
Shenandoah Valley, pierced soybeans
in north-central fields, and sucked the
proteins and carbohydrates out of
corn, tomato, green bean, and pepper
plants in other parts of the state.

Stink bugs were discovered in 20
counties in Virginia last year, and they
are expected to continue to spread
throughout the state, infecting more
localities than ever before.

A team of Virginia Tech researchers

is working to not only find a way to
control the stink bug, but also to stop
its spread in Virginia and farther south
where it could continue its damaging
rampage.

“It's not pretty,’ said Ames Herbert,
professor of entomology and Virginia
Cooperative Extension entomologist.
“If they can make it to Coastal Virginia,

Ames Herbert,
Extension
entomologist, scouts
for stink bugs in

a soybean field in
Tidewater, Va.

they can make it anywhere in
the Eastern United States.”

The stink bug’s appetite is as

varied as it is voracious. “This

is the one insect that has been
all-encompassing in the sheer
variety of plants it attacks,” said
Virginia Tech Professor Tom

Kuhar, Extension entomologist.

“We have very few agricultural
commodities that this bug does not
attack”

Virginia Tech researchers and Extension
agents are working with farmers and
scientists around the Mid-Atlantic
States to monitor the spread of stink
bugs and share ideas on how to
minimize their damage.

“We are putting lots of resources into
going deeper into this and trying to
learn how to manage this pest,” Herbert
said.

At the Alson H. Smith Jr. Agricultural
Research and Extension Center in
Winchester, Professor Chris Bergh,
Extension entomologist, helped
develop a weapon in the fight against

the stink bug. Bergh researched the
insecticide dinotefuran to determine
its effectiveness. When he established
it was a good tool, he worked to get it
into the hands of farmers.

In 2011, he spearheaded a multi-state
effort to get an emergency exemption
of dinotefuran from the Environmental
Protection Agency. He successfully
applied for permit extensions in
subsequent years so farmers could fight
off the pest — and hold on to their
profits.

“This pest can wreak havoc on farmers
and severely affect their bottom line/’
Bergh said.”We want to find as many
weapons as possible to assist farmers in
this battle against the stink bug.”

This is the one insect

that has been all-
encompassing in the
sheer variety of plants
it attacks. We have
very few agricultural
commodities that this
bug does not attack.

—Tom Kuhar, Virginia Tech professor
and Extension entomologist
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Household water quality
program empowers
homeowners

The average person uses as much as
100 gallons of water a day. Imagine
having to regularly test water quality
and maintain your own water system.

This is an issue 1.7 million Virginians
with private water supplies have to deal
with. Sharon Beasley is one of many
who is concerned with her home’s
water quality.

Beasley, a Roanoke County resident, has
been relying on water from a household
well for years. With a husband and
two children, she needs to ensure

her family’s health and make sure

her well water is not full of harmful
contaminants. Fortunately for Beasley,
she found out about a water quality
clinic in her community.

“I thought it was too good to be true,”
Beasley said.“For a reasonable cost, |
was able to gain practical knowledge
about my well system and have my
water quality tested by a professional
lab at Virginia Tech.”

The Virginia Household Water Quality
Program conducted by Virginia
Cooperative Extension works to
improve the water quality and health of
Virginians with private water supplies
such as wells, springs, and cisterns.
Drinking water clinics are held across
the state to give people with private

Growing Communities and Strengthening Lives

water systems access to affordable
water testing, help interpret their test
results, and provide the resources to
address problems, if needed.

“Our goal is to provide Virginians reliant
on wells and springs with objective
information about their water quality
and the care and maintenance of their
water systems,” said Erin Ling, senior
Extension associate in the Department
of Biological Systems Engineering.“We
hope this will empower them to be bet-
ter-informed consumers and better able
to make good decisions when it comes
to regular testing, water treatment, and
system care, and ultimately, protect
their health and property values”

Clinics begin with a kickoff meeting

Sharon Beasley of Roanoke County participated in one of Virginia Cooperative

Extension’s drinking water clinics held across the state.

that gives an introduction to household
water system care. Key points are water
quality risk factors and proper main-
tenance. Extension agents then train
participants to collect their own water
samples with provided testing kits.

“Each step in the process was thor-
oughly explained,’ Beasley said. “There
were also a lot of instructors on hand to
answer questions and work with partici-
pants on an individual basis.”

After participants collect their water
samples, the samples are taken to the
Biological Systems Engineering Water
Quality Lab at Virginia Tech to be tested.
An interpretation meeting is held to
review each participant’s results with
them. ~

“I was fortunate and did not have any
major issues with my water supply,”
Beasley said.”l am, however, thankful
for the information and the peace of
mind | have gained from the program. |
can't tell you how good it feels to know
my family is using clean water”

Since 2008, Extension has conducted 63
drinking water clinics with participants
from 81 Virginia counties and tested
water samples for about 8,200 people.
For more information, including up-
coming clinics, visit the Virginia House-
hold Water Quality Program website at
www.wellwater.bse.vt.edu/clinics.php.







For more information about our programs,

visit our websites or one of our local Extension offices.

Virginia Cooperative Extension - www.ext.vt.edu
Virginia Cooperative Extension local offices - www.ext.vt.edu/offices
Virginia Agricultural Experiment Station - www.vaes.vt.edu
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences - www.cals.vt.edu

College of Natural Resources and Environment - www.cnre.vt.edu

Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine - www.vetmed.vt.edu




