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Introduction & Objectives

A challenge facing the Andean Region (AR) is finding
agricultural practices to raise incomes while enhancing
the natural resource base. In poor areas of the AR in
Ecuador farm sizes are small and shrinking, prompting
farmers to intensify production with limited resources.
Increased tillage and biomass removal for animal feed
has accelerated erosion on these steeply sloping fields.
Evidence of stress is found in the AR of Ecuador where
our project has tested the concept of conservation
agriculture production systems (CAPS) for smallholder
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