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Traffic alert: Perry Street extension 
closed July 18-22 

T he Pen-y Street extension from Substatio n Lot to T urner 
Street will be closed from 8 a.m. Monday , July 18 to 4 p.m , 
Friday , Ju ly 22 for work to replace a section of a sanitary sewe r 
line. Access lo the Substation parking lo t will be maintained 
during the road closure . 

Find the most up-to-da te traffic alerts al http://vtnew s.vt.edu/ 
notices/adm-fs-o ngoingtraffici mpacts. htm l . 

Traffic alert: Route 460 lane closure 
The left lane of east Ro ute 460, 0 .25 mi le wes t to 0 .50 mile 

east of existing Southgate Drive, is currently closed lo widen 
the median shoulder of the eas tbound lane. One left turn lane 
(median side) of Southgate Drive is also close d . T he left turn 
lane from east Route 46 0 onto Sot)lhgate Dri ve rema ins ope n. 

Thi s clos ure will be in place 24 hours per day unt il 
completed . During the course of this work , large truck s will be 
entering and ex iting the trave l lane , so please be advised of 
turning vehicles. D rive rs should expec t poss ible de lays and 
plan to use other routes to access cam pus if poss ible. 

Find the most up-to-dat e traffic alerts at http ://vtnews.v t.edu/ 
notices/adm-fs-ongoingtrafficimpac ts.html . 

Applications being accepted for 2016-
17 Administrative Professional 
Development Program 

Nominations are currently being acce pted fo r the 201 6- J 7 
Administrative P rofessional Deve lopment P rogram cohort. 

Th e prog ram is open to Virginia Tec h class ified and 
university staff in pay bands 2 or 3 who perfor m a varie ty of 
duties including office management . boo kkeep ing, projec t 
manage ment , and sup ervision of other adm inistrative 
personnel. Participants have lhe oppor tunity to exchange ideas, 
develop new skills and knowledge , and network with 
employees in simil ar roles across the univers ity. 

Classes are held lhe first Tu esday of eac h mon th, from J 0 
a.m . to I 2 p.m . al North E nd Center . C lasses beg in T uesday. 
September 6 and will contin ue through M ay . Sess ions incl ude 
presentatio ns on leadership , commun ication , and other skill 
buildin g activities. 

Nomination fonn s must be completed , signed by the 
nominee 's immediate supervisor , and submitted by Fr iday, 
August 5 . fndividuals selected fo r the 201 6- 17 Administrative 
Professio nal Development Progra m cohort will be notified by 
Monday , August 15. 

More infonn atio n , including eligibility requirements and 
nomination guidelines , can be found online at 
hllp://uopd .hr.vt.edu/A dd_Deve lop menl_Op por lunities/Profess 
ional_ Deve lopment_Ne t1vorks/Admi11istrative_Profess iona l_D 
evelopment/index .html . 

For more info rmation , contact University Organiza tiona l and 
Profess ional Deve lopment at uop d@vt.edu or 540-23 1-5 100. 

Turn Around Don't Drown: 
Campaign signs promote flood safety 
on campus 

Dri vers on Virginia Tec h 's Blacksburg campu s have a new 
reminder to help keep them safe duri ng periods of heavy rain . 
"Tum A round Don't Drow n" roa d signs have been installed on 
Duck Pond Drive and Smithfie ld Road as parl of the Nat ional 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admini strati on's Nat ional Wea ther 
Service floo d-safety pro gram. T he program encourages 
awa reness and prepa redness to preve nt flood- related deaths. 

Th e Du ck Pond Drive and Smithfi eld Road loca tions are 
historically subject to floo ding, and the "Turn Aro und Don 't 
Drown" messag es rem ii1d travelers to take cau tion eve n befo re 
roadways are closed by emerge ncy services. 

Th e New River Valley. and the T own of Bl acks burg 
speci fica lly , is vulnerabl e to ri verine floods. Flood ing is most 
likely lo occ ur in low- lying areas as a resu lt of heavy rains of a 
loca lized storm, a tropical storm , or a combination of raii1 and 
snowmelt. Reco rd sett ing floo ds occ urred in 1940, 1972 , 1978 , 
1985 , and 199 1. Th e 199 1 flood caused $4.5 mill ion in damage 
on the Blacksb urg campus , incl udin g major da mage to the 
Donaldson Brow n Center. 

Eac h yea r in the United States , more deaths occ ur due to 
flood ing than from any o ther thund erstorm-related hazard. T he 
Center for Disease Co nt rol and Preve ntion reports over half of 
all flood -related drown ii1g i11 the nation occ urs when a vehicl e 
is dr iven into hazardous fl oodwa ter. 

More info rmat ion on how to respond befo re, during , and after 
a flood ing incident is ava ilable on line at 
www .emergency .v t.edu/g uides/wea ther/flo od .html. 

Research team formed to invent new 
material for use on Drillfield Paths 

A team of Virg inia T ech faculty members have been 
challenged with inventin g a new pathway material that can be 
used on the universi ty's iconic Drillfield. 

T he resea rch team has rece ived $75 ,000 in funding from the 
Division of Admini strative Services; the Offi ce of the V ice 
P resident for Researc h; the ln stilu te for Critical Technology 
and Applied Sc ience; and the In stitu te fo r Crea tivity , Ar ts , and 
Techn ology to identi fy , tes t, and evaluate all-wea ther and 
Am ericans with Disab ility Ac t-compli ant so lutions to enha nce 
the green-space aesthetic and multi -use purpose of the 
Drill field . 

T he team i11cludes faculty members from the Center fo r 
Energy and Harves ting Ma te rials and Syste m s in the Co llege of 
Engineering and the Scho ol of Architecture+ Des ign in the 
College of Architec ture and Urban Studies . 

T hey are: 
-- Center for Energy Harvesting Materials and Sys tem s 
-- Muh amm ad Hajj, pro fesso r/associate dean of the graduate 
school 
-- Shashank Priya , pro fessor of mec hanica l engineering 

Yirginia .Polytechnic Institute and State 



-- Chao Wang, researc h scientist 
- Lei Z uo, associate professor of mechanica l engineering Schoo l of 
.Arch itecture+ Design 
- Aki Tshida, assistant professor of architecture 
-- Brook Kennedy, associate professor of industrial des ign 
-- Mar gar ita McGrath, assoc iate professor of a rchitec ture 

Their research, along with the feedback collec ted from student s, 
employees, and comm unit y memb ers durin g the 20 15- 16 academic yea r 
will be used by a unive rsity DrillJeld Paths Co mmitt ee to deve lop a 
recommendation for a pe1manent solution. 

The communit y feedback about 14 different mater ials bein g 
considered for permanent insta llation on the Drill field was co llected via 
Twi tter and Lhe Drill fie ld Paths webs ite durin g polls held in September 
2015. February 20 l 6, and April 2016. 

More than 1,00 0 people participated sharin g more than 10,000 
opinions on the various material s. 

The Drillfield Paths effort is part of a broade r initiative supported by 
the Board of Visitors lo develop a new master plan for the Dri llfield that 
will preserve the bea uty of the area while making ii a more usable 
space. 

For more infonnalion , vis it the Drillfield Paths website al 
www .vt.ed u/dri II field-paths.html. 

Virginia Tech Police Department 
dispatchers join new regional 911 center 

On July 14. the Virginia Tech Police Department relocated all eight of 
its dispatchers lo the New River Va lley Regional Eme rgency 
Com municat ions Center. 

The centra lized 911 dispatch center, locate d in Montgomery Co unty's 
new sta te-of-t he-a rt Publi c Safe ty Building al I E. Main Street in 
Ch ristiansburg, Vi rginia , will more quickly and accurately route ca lls to 
lhe appropriate local emergency medical , fire, and law enforcement 
age ncies by reducing phone tran sfers, which will cut valuable respo nse 
time. 

Virginia Tec h 's Vice President for Administration Sherwoo d G. 
Wilson calls the proje ct a "dream come true for the region" and credi ts 
loca l govern ment administr ators, law enforce ment , and elected offic ials 
from across U1e New River Val ley for their dedication, hard work, and 
un wavering com mitm ent. 

The effo rt is a regiona l initiati ve led by Virginia Tech , the tow ns of 
B lacksb urg and Christian sburg, and Montgomery Co unty. T he concep t 
of a regio nal communi cation s center in the New River Valley has bee n 
under development for abou t nine years. 

Dispatc hers from the Montgomery Co unty's Sheriff 's Office and the 
Ch ristians burg Po lice Depa1tmenl have already relocate d into the 
buildin g. Blacksburg Police Department dispatchers will move the week 
of July 18. 

The Virginia T ech Police Department will retain its sec urity center 
and wa lk-up window at the university's Publi c Safety Building. localed 
at 230 Sterrett Drive (0523). 

The depa nm enl is currently in the process of hiri11g five sec urity 
center representatives to staff the office and assis t with send ing ou t VT 
Alerts, answering the nonemergency phone lines, and ass ist ing walk-in 
customers. The Safe Ride progra m will remain housed in U1e buildin g 
and office rs will be dispatched from campus lo provide l.ranspor talion or 
a walking esco rt to perso ns trave ling across camp us between du sk and 
dawn. 

Th e department will contin ue to offe r fingerprinting serv ices, provide 
child safety sea t checks, and house student weapo ns and ammuniti on al 
the Publi c Safely Buildin g. While the loca tion will rema in ope11 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, fingerprinting se rvices wil l be offered only 
from 9 a .m. lo I p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Ind ividuals who need ass istance should ca ll 9 11 (emerge ncy) and 
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540-382-4343 (noneme rgency). The Vi rgin ia Tech Police 
Department's administrative office numb er wi II remain the same: 
540-23 1-64 1 I . 

The Virgin ia Tech Police Department is a full-service. nationally 
accredited police agency that provides the same level of service 
offered by munic ipal police departments, as we ll as other serv ices 
uniqu e lo an academic institution . The de par1men1, which is led by a 
team of men and women with significant expe rience al the local , 
sta te, and federal leve ls regularly collaborates with other loca l law 
enforcement age nci es and share s jurisd iction with the Blacksburg 
Police Departme nt , the Montgomery Co unty Sheriff' s Office. 

Virginia Tech recognized as 'leader in 
using technology to teach, have fun' in 
latest Money magazine ranking 

Virginia Tech earned severa l accolades in Money Magazine ' s new 
best co llege rankings list. being placed No. 18 overa ll and No. 9 
amo ng public instillllions. 

In addition, the magazine rank ed Virgin ia Tech No. 2 for "Best 
Co lleges You Can Actually Get Into ," and No. 18 for "Best Colleges 
that Add the Most Value.' · 

Mone y eva luated 705 colleges based on 24 factors that looked 
broadly at educational quality, affordabili ty, and alumn i success. 
T he rankings also account for how well students did at each 
institution versus what's typical for stud ents with sim ilar economic 
and acade mic backgrounds. 

The magazine noted Virginia Tech as "a leader in using 
technolo gy lo teach - and have fun,'' and lauded the university ' s 
"unu sually high graduatio n rate: 83 percen t , which is 12 percent 
higher than the average for its peers.'' 

Beyond outstanding acade mics, the cos t to all end remains low. 
with annual 20 16- 17 tuiti on and fees for undergrad uates at $12 ,852 
for in-stale students and $29 ,975 for out-of-s tate students. To help 
offse t costs and increase affordabi lity, und ergrad uate students 
received more than$ I 00 milli on in grant aid and scholars hip suppo rt 
for Fiscal Year2015.ln addi tion, Virginia Tec h offe rs Funds for the 
Future , a progra m that guarantees tha t tuition and fee rates will nol 
increase for qualif ying fam ilies for up to four yea rs for entering 
undergraduates whose families ' adju sted gross inco mes are below 
$50 ,000 , with partial protection for families with adju sted gross 
incomes below $ 100,000. 

In addition , Virginia Tech is st rengthening its commitment to 
increase access to highe r educa tion as part of its land-grant mission, 
recently forming the Co llege Access Collaborat ive, which will forge 
partnerships with schools in underserved areas of Virgi nia and offer 
financial support for students from U1ose schools to attend Virginia 
Tech. 

Whil e the Money ranking used sa lary dat a from PayScale.com and 
lhe Co llege Scorecard, V irginia Tech ' s Ca reer and Profess iona l 
Develo pment tracks students' emp loy ment and pay in the six months 
followi ng grad uation. For students who grad uated in 2014-15 and 
reported employment, they repmte d a medi an salary of $58,000. 

Vitgi11ia Tech Ne ws is pub lished 'A;eek ly during fall and spr ing 
semester and bimonth ly during the summ er sess ions. by the 
Depar tment of Human Resources and the Offic e of Univers ity 
Relations as a serv ice to university employees who do not have 
computer access on camp us. For more inform ation. or to discuss 
submiss ion of items ca ll 540-23 1-7643. 
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