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PEFACE
L
On July 1, 1953 I assumed the duties of County Agent for Princess Amne County
upon the rggirement of H, W, Ozlin, This report, therefore, will combine the act-
$ities for both of us during this 12 month period,

It is no smmall job to try to step into the shoes of a man that has besn doing
an excellent job of Coumty Agent work for 35 years. As a matter of fact it is in-
possible to comtinue the program just as it was., During the five months that I
®have been County Agent, I have spent most of my time trying to learn vhat has been
done in the past and continue these different phases of the program with only smll
changeo@in the previoualy established pattern,

.

e ohly significant addition to the County Extension Progranm that I have
attempted to make is an expanded publicity coverage, Soon after sssuming the
duties of Coumty Agemt in July, I contacted the two County Papersj and have written
& woekly news article for them since that time, Also feeling that wadic was an im-
portant means of teaching and reporting, I purchased a Tape Recording Machine dur-
ing September with the help of the County Board of Supervisors, WAVY, ome of owr
Fortsmouth Radio Stations, has set aside weekly time for owr Coumty Program om Fri-
days from 12400 « 12430 P, M, Ve have had six programs so far, and the response is
very gratifying, I have also tried to cooperate closely with WTAR - 1V in their
efforts to produce a weekly TV Extension Program, I have had one program so far,
and other programs are plammed for the coming weeks, This W Program is a covbined
effort on the part of the Agents from five of the mearby Coumties,

. 1953 Frogram of Work, Princess Anne Coumty

One of the most valuable pleces of work accomplished through the services of
H, W, as Comty Agent here in the County was his establishment of the County
Board of APriculture, The benefits of which are helping me a great deal in plan.
ning my activities as his successor, The County Board of Agriculture is mde wp
of farmers, extension specialists, interested businessmen and other agriculture
advisors meeting amnually in commodity groups to plan the activities for the Cowmty
Agent and his Assistant in each particular phase of the County 'xtemsiom Program,
@
The Annmal Meeting of the Princess Amne Board of Agriculture was held Priday,
Jamuary 23, 1953 at Kempsville High School, The 12 Project Committess worked on
o 7 their respective Programe from 4 until 6, After a nice banquet provided Yy the
®  Princess Anne County Farm Bureau the emtire Board met in the auditorium to hear
the different committee reports and to adopt the following Flan of Work foar 1953,

® o om -
EXTENSION WORKFRS
a
1. ELAN ~ For the Comnty Extension Workers to meet at least once a month for the
purpose of discussing:

The County Extension Program in general,
The County wide 4A-H Program,
Cﬂdﬂ.ﬂuﬂnq the vork among the persomnel to avoid duplicatiom,
mectings on a County wide basis that are of mtual interest,
L J

-
COUNTY BOARD OF AGRICULTURE

2, FLAX - T hold one gemeral mecting of the entire board during the yeer for the
purpge of:
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s
A, Project Committess working on & Program for their particular project,

B, AMopting a Comnty wide Program of Work for the year,

C, To hold Project Cammittee Meetings from time to time throughout the year,

COUNTY FARM BUREAU

3= ELAl - To cooperate fully with this organisation by:

A. Attendify the Directors Meetings and acting as Advisor to the Board,
B, Asoisting vith the educationa) part of the progresh on a county-wide basis,
® C., Assisting in the educstiomal program of the Association of Virginia Potato
and Vegetable (Qrowers,

To work for an inerease of corn produstion in the Coumty by improving
mothods of fertilizing and ewltivation,

To furnish all Corn Growers with a list of recommended Varieties and
nomdﬂinns for best methods of fertiliser, planting and cultivation,
To te all Corn Orowers to attend the Tidewater Fleld Station at Hol-
land for the purpose of studying performence of the different corn hytrids,
To recommend the use of a vinter cover crop to be used for the purpose of
conserving plant food and soi) improvement,

® »

SOYEEANS
K}
APTo organize a Soybean Growers Club for 1953,
B, To stress the Lmportance of soll testing for higher ylelds.
C. To conduct a Varietal Demonstrations in order to determine best varieties
& to use in this Coumty,
De To firnish all Soybean Growers the names of recommended varieties and

best fertiliser and oultursl methods to use in producing higher yields
of soybeans,

EASTUE
I -

A. To sot uwp fertiliszer and top dressing demonstrations om different farms
giroughout the County with MMghway frontage.

B.® To encourage the planting of sufficient pasture for both sumer and winter
use for all livestoek,

Cs To fumish all farmers with recommendstions of seeding and fertilizing
both summer and winter pastures,

D, To conduct a pasture tour of representative pastures in the County,

E, To encourage the use of pasture mixtures adapted to this area,

F. To promote an Agronomy Livestock Sohool for the County,

G. To encourage more utiliszation of the soll testing services offered Yy
Virginia Truck foperimsnt Station and VPI,

®
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. ETSI

Tt 18 believed that the woodlands of Princess Anne County play an importent part
# 1ts ecomomic structure. However, many of our woodlots are badly neglected.
Management practices should be encouraged 'o assure future timber production, The
forestry committee recommended that Demonstrations be conducted to show good
forestry practices from an ecomomic standpoint, The following practices are
therefore recommended :

Encourage planting vhere needed and the removal of inferior trees in
sting stands,

M better use of timber from ouwr own woods,

Provide for restocking after harvesting.

To encourage the 'lanting of pine seedlings on margional areas of the

County,

Cooperate fully with the Virginia Forestry Services in their Fire Pre-

vention and Control Program,

Encourage the reservative treating of lumber and fence posts on the

farm,

_ PLaN - To%ork wAth the Board of Supervisers of the Soil Comservation District
" and assist in extending this program to every farm in the Commty, Vi

A, Showing the importance of proper drainage, use of lime, fertiliser
and cover crops for higher erop ylelds.
B. Supplying more informetion to farmers on proper use of limeing materials,
C. ®Encouraging more widespread use of soll testing services.
® D encourage farmers to make greater use of rotation eroping.
E. encourage the converting of owr heavier soils into pasture,

Q
2 SWEFT POTATOES

H - %ﬁmt Potato Commdttee believing that high prices will prevall again

o 953 this erop and therefore, an acreage increase for sweet potatoes to
gbe stored for the winter, and spring market is recommended. The committee felt
that a ten per cent increase was warranted wvhere proper storage facilities were
available. The committee recommends that the following program wvith sweet potatoes
be conducted.

»
To encourage the use of well drained sandy solls for sweet potato pro-
duotion,
To supply the farmers wvith latest recommendations on cultivating, ferti.
lizing, harvesting snd curing, working in eonjunction with the Virginia
Truck Experiment Station,
To recommend the construction of more storage vhere suitable land 1is
avallable for sweet potato production.
To encourage the use of certified seed wieu they can be secured of suit-
able varieties,
To treat bedding stock for disease prevention,
"o plan at least four sweet potato meetings during the year to stress
soed tresting, seed selection, harvesting, grading, marketing and storage.




To encourage & tem per cent acreage increase vhere potatoes can be dug
by the 15th of June.

To encourage the use of the soll testing sorvices for the proper use
of lime and fertiliser,

To encourage the adoption of a two or three year rotation for potatoes
vhich will include at least ome winter cover arop,

To encourage the close checking of all machinery for proper seed and
fortiligser aprliecations,

To work in Junetion vith the Truck Experiment Station through farm
demomstrations for the use of eerly varieties and cultural practices,

TRICK GROPS o

To maintain the productivily of the soils by the use of cover erops and
rotation.
To te larger production of: okra, squash, eggplant, cucwumbers,
peppers §* tomatoes and cantaloupes for the loeal market.
To extend owr ing outlets to the West and South, reather than
demending entire® on Northern markets,
To assist the Virginia Truck Rxperiment Station in loceting Variety
Demonstration., Also stressing weed and pest econtrol, harvesting,
grading, and packageing.
Realiging the value of organised groups in solution of problems of
marketing their products, it i¢ recommended that growers keep in
close contact with the Association of Potato and Vegetabls Orovers
to the fullest extent,
Encourage grovers to add their names to the mailing list for the
Virginia Vegetable Orovers News, issued momthly by the VFI Extension
Service™of Virginia and the Virginia Truek Experiment Station,

o

LIVESTOCK

Use DHIA members as demonstration farms for improving dairying practices.
%514 dairy school on production and management problems,
Use VPI recommendations for fertilizing and management of good pasture
wvith a thought for irrigstion vhere economically feasible,
Encourage more 4-H membare to carry pure btred dalry calf projests.
To encourage all dairy farmers to use good bulls in their dairy opere
o for the purpose of raising better replacements, and vhere neces-
xnuh use of artificial hvodinr.

* .

*
s OTHER LIVESTOCK

=
Encourage more emphasis on cheaper sourof of feed.,
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Tour a beed® cat®le operstions of the County in conjunetion with pasture
towr, ™)

To supply all livestock farmers with latest recommendations on parasite
and disease control,

To ggnduet field meetings on proper tecimiques of imoculating hogs
against cholera, other diseases and parasites,

To schedule & sheep shearing demonstration and assist in wool marketing
\lur‘pmliblo through a wool pool,

To make a study of livestock marketing facilities of the County with
the purpose of gitracting a larger and better auetion market,
Realizing that cal livestoeck production depends om good pasture,
all farmers should be supplied wvith latest recomendations om pasture
nodi“ and fertilization methods,

. o

o o # POULTRY
Oﬁmmc_itm” that a goal of &
lished for each farm family in the County to be fed

to approved practices, The program to be earried is as

Farm Poultry Floek be
and

managed according
follows:

.

A, Start vith chickenagguitable for intended purposes; if for egg produc-
tion, uwse egg producing strain and same for broilern,

B. Buy only the number of chicks that can be properly housed and fed,

C. Encourage™ll flock owners to supply sdequate floor space for chicks
and layers,

D. T¢ encourage feeding practices according to the latest recom-
mendations fyom V

B. 'bmﬁu;moofhou groun feeds where possible for economiecal
production,

: 4l CLUB WORK
« The following program is recommended for 1953 bty the A-H Committee)

A, To organize eight L.H ’zmnity clubs,

B, To encouwrage tional leaders to conduct project werk,

C. To divide i~ Wlubs vhere the membership is too large in order to give
individumm] attention,

D. o add more projects adapted for members not living on farms,

E., That the County Couneil hold two meetings a year, First - fall

xungto goals for the club year, Second - spring meeting for

purpose gf making plans for the closing of the club year,

F. To strengthen and provide a more adequate recrestional progrem,

G. To add, and sponsar, the revial of the 4~H Homor Club for the County,

H. To hold an Achievement Program at the end of the elub year,

I, To work for Wt completions of all members starting.

>
APPROVED BY COUNTY BOARD OF AGRICULTURE g

JANUARY 3, 1953
.

>

Chalrman, J, W, PottBN

-
E. R Coskrell, Jr., Asgistant Co. Agent John O, Hart, County Agent




COUNTY BOARD OF AGRICULIURE °

o
-
The ™ of iculture” of Princess Anne County as I have mentioned
previously, was established by H, WV, Ozlin, retired County Agent, This organisation
heads up the Agricultural Extension Program in the County, It is an extension or-
ganization with members made up of farmers, extension vorkers, and other profes-
sional people inecluding county banker, and local minister,
€
. 8 Board is divided into twelve Project Committees wvho make and approve the
Plén 9f work for the County Agent to be executed during the coming year on a Coumty
level
v .

%t their meeting on Friday, Jammry 23, 1953 the twelve different committees
;:\dt.h specialists and other advisors to work on the Frogram for their particular
Ject, After dimner a report was read Y each project committes making recom-
mendations for Agent's eoctivities for each phase of the Program. The combined

report 1s inclfPd making uwp ®ur Flan of Vork for 1953,

-
ON REKE R,

" of Frincess Anne County serving during this twelwe
month od vere H, W, Ozlin, retired Agent; Miss Jane Craig and Mrs, Elisabeth
D. Deal, Home Demonstration Agents; Dick Cockrell, Assistant Agent; and myself,
Since assuming duties as County Agent in July, I have had frequent conferences
wvith the other two Agents in an attempt to coordinate our efforts and to discuss
both adult and 48 problems of mutual interest, These meetings are held to aveid
@rerlapping of owr time and efforts.

O¢ . It

o

Ffrincess Anne County Farm Burean is our only County wide farm organisatiom,
Parn membership in the Farm Bureau consists of approximately two lmundred and twenty
five farm families, I have tried to cooperate fully with this furm organisation
as an advisory _firector of their Board, It is most important at this time for ouwr
farmers to or ze actively and have their problems represented on a National
level, I feel this organization is making efferts to strengthen it's activitdes,

and I am vorking closely with them as time will allow,

Our County Farm Burean, cooperating with four other County Organisations,

ses the membership of the Assoclation of Fotato and Vegetable Growers, Thin
Associstion is strongly aware of the problems of our County Vegetable Growers and
is gepresenting their interests om both a local and National level,

o . LUCITAN CLUR

¥ There are three Muritan Clubs here in the Cownty, and Ween: ewer possible
an assisting in coordinating the activities of these clubs with our -
sion Program,

The Princess Anne Muritan Club has actively sponsored both
jects, This cludb has acted as the over-all sronsor for the C
Project, and has also assisted wvith our L-H corn project and owr adult Soybean
Grovers Club, This olub seems to be actiwvely interested in assisting any of
"
-
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® At the l-w.ng of the County Board of Agriculture the Corn Committee feeling
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©

.
The Mtension Program of the Comnty in Agromomy includes vork om all field

Scrops and pastures gith particular emphasis on corn and soybeans,
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that the Corn Growers Club had accomplished its purpose, decided to discontinue
the Growers Club for 1953, However, they recommended strongly that the Agent
continue to publicise the valuable information gained during the three years that
this club wvas actively organiszed.

Princess Anng County was fortumate during the growing season of 1953 in that
it had sufficient and timely rains to insure normal corn ylelds, However, the
Hurricane which struck our County during September left the corm fields in a
serious condition, Our farmers were able to raise a falr corm erop; but duve
to this storm, many bushels were left in the field in the harvesting operation,
Where normally corn harvesting is completed ty the last of September; mamy of
our farmers this year were still harvesting in November,

In our attenpt to furnish County farmers with the latest information om
corn hybtrid seed, fertilizer application and land preparation, various eircular
1ftters, bulletdns, news articles, and personal visits have been employed to do
the Extension job, It was unfortunate that the "Fleld Day" at the Tidewater
Fleld Station in Holland, Virginia had to be called off due to rain during August,
Nany of our Coumty Growers took the time individually to visit this Station and
i.g:poo* the Hybrid test plots and other corn demonstrations being conducted Shere,

® SULL GRAIN

The County acreage of small grains has been increased yearly as these crops
serve to do two jobs at onme time, With increasing interest in cover ecrops, small
grains are being employed for this job giving ground cover during the winter
months and at the same time they are being used on a cash crop basis, Osts and
vheat are of the most economic importance in our Small Orain Program, With the

high cost of comnmercial Feeds, coupled with the inecreased interest in livestock
wauon there has been a eonsiderable increase of small grains in the Coumty,

Assistance to our County Growers has beem givem through office calls, bulle-
tins, and news articles.

SOYREARS

The County Board of Agriculture recommended that the activities of the "Soy-
bean Growers Club" be continued during 1953, Fifty-three farmers were emrolled
in this club having as their purpose to inerease the County level of Soybean

 from less than twenty up to the forty bushel mark, The Soybean Growers
Club in their efforts towards this gnal have encouraged the introduction of new
nrlct.in, use of certified seed, and proper application and use of fertiliser,

— During March all Soybean Orowers of the County were encouraged to partici-
pate in the activities of the Growers Club, Each farmer that signed wp was in.
vited to a "Kick Off Banquet” given by Davis Brothers Orain Company, M, P,
lacey was the principa) speaker at this meeting, and he outlined mamy of the new
cultural practices being employed both here in Virginia and other States familiar
with the production of soybeans, After taking soil samples of each field entered
in the contest, recommendations were made to each farmer for seed varieties, row

y lime and fertilizer requirements, During October, all fields were meas-
ured be sure thet the contest results would be sccurate, This was fact done
because many of the "farm maps" were out-dated as to fleld acreage,.

°

Correct harvesting methods are another important phase of Soybean production.

oAll of our farmers vere sncouraged to take special precautions in adjusting their
combines to avold waste and cracking of the beans,
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L
The methods that were used in distributing information concerning
production vere office calls, circular letters, bulletins, news articles and
personal visits,

PASTURFS AND GAX GROPS

More and more hasis is being put on an sdequate "Pasture Program® for the
individual farmers of the County, The acreage of Alfalfa, lLespedese, ladine
FLlover, and Orchard (Grass has inecreased oconsiderebly duwring this past yeer, Our
fRrmers are realizing that an adequate Pasture Program goes hand and hand with
the Uivestock business,

dadino Clover - Orghard Orass Pastures have inereased throughout the County
in spite of the problem of "™bloat®, The Pasture Committee of the County Board
ofy Agriculture advised that emphasis be placed on seeding and fertilising both
vinter and swmer pastures, Numerous news articles have been written &uring the
® yesr sovering the warious phases of proper Pasture management,
H

® Lespe has proved very satisfactory on all sell types of the Coumty, Howe
ever, alfa production is cemtered in the “assafras areas of the Counmty,
productio® of this erop is of extrems importance to our Dairy Parmers, In general,
ladino Clover & Orchard Grass Pastures are being found best adapted to gemeral
farming conditions, More fesd per acue 1s being produced from this type pasture
wmder heavy grasing conditions, lHowever, ladine is not standing wp through pro-
longed drovght conditiors, Ve still need smergency pastures such as Sudan or
lespedese for the dry years,

& SYEET_FOTATOIS

) o
This erop 1is of economic importance to a large mumber of farmers wvho own
land suited®to the produstion of a high quality produst, Therefore, the Sweet
0 Comittes, of the C y Board of Agriculture feels that this crop should
to ccoupy an Limportant place in the Extemsion Frogram, Much of my aoti-
vities have centered around the harvesting and storing of this erop, At a County
m -Q.ng early in the *Spring specific information on selecting and treating
fﬁ bedding; proper-analysis and amount of fertiliser; and methods of storing,
s and grading were brought out by representatives of both the VPI Extansion
and ‘h- Virgini. Truck Experiment Statiom,

About 850 per cemt of all the Sweet Fotatoes growm this year have been put into
curing ses rather than feing sent directly ‘o market, There are now over seventy
individua) modern Sweet®Potato Curing Houses here in the Cowmty,

During harvest time Igasaisted with a mecting of Sweet Potato Hill Selection,

This is one of the most important methods of incressing the quality and quantity
®,f our Sweet Potato erop, We have found that we must depend on our own potatoes

for bedding stock, Cork is an example of one disease that has been brought in by

f to other sections of the country for foundation stoek, By using M1l Selec~
tiolf and Vine Cuttings, our farmers will increase the production of a ddsease~free,
quality produect, jAfter completing this meeting on Hill Selection, wve made owr

t tape re for giadio btroadoast outlining the different phases of this
:nt-t selegtion wvork, PEven on & small soale any Hi1] Selection that 1is done
vill produce lts for future years,
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years ago domoniated as a cash grop for Princess Anme
on the way ott, This condition has resulted from the high cost of
and the uncertainty of a profit, Due %o inereased screage this year
owr farmers made enough to pay for seed and fertiliser, Indiecations
at a continued decrease in acreage will result in future years,

a County Wide meeting held during the spring specislists from both VFI
Virginia Truck Experiment Station made recommendations for the use of
They also sugpested the proper anmalysis and amounts of

HORTICULTUTE
COOTRCIAL VEGETABLFS
° .
®  Wth the mpfu:n of tree fruits, potatoes, and sweet potatoes, practically
all of the work and demonstrations conducted with the vegetable erops are super-
vised by the staff from the Virginia Trueck Experiment Station which is located

in thls County, Fowever, I have helped with the educational features of
this Program through farm visits, bulletins and news articles,

-
= ool g STRAMEERRIES

L ]

B Virginia Truck Experiment Station is continuing its experiments in the
test of new Stravberry varieties, These experiments have ylelded results
during the past year with the release of a swperior variety, the Pocshontus, I
have cooperated with the Truek Experiment Statiom in the distribution of the
few plants availsble for planting next year,

° -
The Ymportance of the production of Stravberries here in Princess Anne
County is dependent on the labor situstion, There has beem a continual decline
in acreage during past years and 1953 plantings have again been reduced, dwe to
the lack of lnbut,

=
YEGETAZL GATDEIS

o Vegetable garders for family use were again given an important place in the

C Extension Program, All rural, as well as wban peopls living in the County,
urged to provide for and plan to have a fome Garden, Our County Board of

Agriculture stressed the importance of this work, and urged the members to push

mrp vork in the different commmities of the County,

Timely information was furnished, and cooperation givem in controlling in-
sects and dlseases in our vegetable gardens throughout the sumer,

s POULIRX
o

The farm flock is of gPeat importance in Frincess Anne Comnty, We have only
or three fArmers producing poultry on a large commereial seale, However,
majgrity of our farme have small flocks ranging in size from 50 to 500 birds,
s income derived from market eggs, hateching eggs, and broilers serves to aug-

faurm ingomes, and therefore takes a position of importance both economioally
educationally, In addition to the production of chickens, there are also many

floeks of turkeys, ducks, and geese,
&l
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The Poultry Committee of the County Board of Agriculture stressed the im-
of improving poultry production in the County through demonstretions
and educational means, An informal Poultry Flock Improvement Program was
again organised this year, Mr, Harry Moore from the VFI Extension Service
visited about 25 farm flocks during the early sprizz and made suggestions for
improvements that could be made both in management practices and improved faei-
ties. During August these farms were visited again to determine say progress
had been made, In many cases there were notigcable improvements, and the
results of this project are most encouraging.

k2
With the high cost of commerdial feeds it is most important that owr Foultry
raisers utilisze as much home grown f~~1 as possible, However, as there is no sub-
stitute for laying mash our farmers have been urged to do a thorough job of eull-
ing. Many %f our rlock owmers are practicing a weekly program of floeck culling,
These men have already learned to do this necessary job,

Disease control of poultry has also received considerable attemtion fron
the County Agemt this year., A considerable mumber of flocks have besn treated
for Chicken Pox, Coceidiosis, and worms under my direction, A demonstration was
held during August to teach the proper method of vaceinating for Chickem Pox

.wing the Web-Wing treatment,

L ] Fumerous news articles have been written on both disease control and proper
nagement aimed at the farm flock owmer,

RALLILIG

the Dairying sections of the state, the 53 Dairy farmers of Prin.
of the most ideally located positions, A1l of these

radius of one of the best milk markets on the East

folk, being a defecit area in the production of milk depends on the

import of milk products from 200 and 300 miles away, Our Princess Amne County
are in & position vhere they receive more for their milk delivered be-
do not have to deduct the high shipping charges from their prices

» dalry farmers have other advantages also in that they are close to the
many of their necessary supplies, Some of these are: fertiliser and
feedotuffs, and mechanical equipment,

fhe major dravback to a ful dairy enterprise in this Commty is the
of good labor, Not just anyone can do the job of milking and handling dairy
The competition for good labor is very keen, and therefore owr dairymen
foreed to pay high salories to keep their men, The Naval Installations in the
Norfolk area force owr farmers to pay competitive wages, However, many of owr
farmers are attempting to solve this problem by utilizing as much family labor as
possible, This is particularly true of the Mimneote farmers who comprise over
M1y of the dairy farms of the Comty,

I have attempted to work closely with ouwr dairymen since becoming Agent, Various
neps arti®es, bulletine, and personal visits have beem employed to do the eptension
Job, I have worked closely with the DHIA and Artificial Inssmination Programs, real-
izing their great valwe to our dairying success, Owr Princess Anne members of the

consistently lead the Assoclation during the year, The Assoclation is made
of 16 oe from Princess Anne, Nansemond, and Southamptom Counties,
°

last winter we conducted a dairy school at Kempsville High, At that time Bod




Ocmxolly and M,eF, Fllmore covered such subjects as DHIA Records, Feeds and Feed-
ing, %nd Pasture Management, Our farmers were so pleased with the program that
we st about planning a bigper and better meeting for this December. This pro-
posed Didry School will be a cooperative effort on the part of these five nearby
Counties, A comprehensive 2 - day Program is being planned with the Norfolk
Chamber of Cormerce acting as sponsor, Our dairymen are actively interested in
their extension program as shown 'y their support of these two Dairy Sehools,
® .

L

OTHE" ES

1953 has been another year of inecrease in owr County livestock mmmbers, FEven
though the prices of beef cattle are considerably below that of 1952 there has been
a steady increase in quality breeding stock that has been brought into the Coumty,
Hog numbers have remained high throughout the year also, Sheep production is also

eon the inecrease, The Expanded livestock business here in Princess Anne ean be
attributed to the increased interest in both winter and summer pastures,

SHIE

The County Agent's Program has centered much of its activities during the year
on pro feeding and management in our Swine production, Numerous news articles
and personal visits have also been employed in an attempt to teach proper Disease
Control, This office has contimued to supply the farmers of the Coumty with serum

virus to be used in preventing our most serious hog ddsease, Cholera, At this
time taon seems to be no other suitable method of providing our farmers with these
serums, However, except through demonstrations, in which we have taught the proper
netifi of vaccination, there has been practially no hog treating done ty the Coumty
@ .Ag-:u during this past year,

®

Due to the large number of garbage feeders using waste materials from the

Military Reservations here in the Norfolk area we have continued to resssmend the
use of the serum and virus treatment. A few hogs have been treated with the new
Modified Virus in the case vhere they are grain fattemed, These farmers using
this nev treatment seem: well satisfied with the results,

Odr County Pasture Program has contimued to bring results through the use of
Ladino Clover Pastures in supplementing the needed protein for our hogs., With the
"Corn - Hog ratio" favorable to the sale of corm through livestock, hog mwbers
he® contimmed to rise during the year, And with allotments on our corn erop in
1954 we are recommending strongly that more corm be sold through hogs., The major
problem facing many of our hog raisers is that of adequate fencing.

Sheep mumbers here in Princess Anne County are also on the increase due to
the improved Pasture Frogfam. The relatively high lamb prices are continuing to
encourage our farmers to inecrease flock numbers,

-

Much of my attentioh during the year has been in comtrolling the internal
parasite problem wvhich is so important in sheep management. Many of our flock
@ OWners are now on & year around dremching Program. Another problem facing our
flock owners in this County is the lack of avallable men to do the sheep shearing
work, During March we had a County Wide Demonstration on sheep shearing and
thy the attendance was small those that did attend seemed well pleased with the
idea of learning to do this job themselves, I also helped other sheep raisers
- secuffe men to do the shearing job far them. Ve hope in the coming year to train
L ]
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some of our 4-H ¢lub members to do this sheep shearing job on a custom vork basis,

“ BITR GATTEE

As I have already mentioned many ~f our 14 beef cattle raisers have secured
quality bulls duwring this year, Princess Anne County was included this year for
the first time in the Petershurg Feeder Calf Sale, The 12 steers marketed from
this County sold for a high awerage at this Sale and by stimulating interest in
fut: sales, we hope to show the farmers the need for paying more attention %o
quality foundation stock for their herds.

The 4-H Baly Beef Program has done our Coumty beef musiness a great deal of
good fyom the teaching standpoint, Many of owr beef raisers are learning proper
management and feeding from the results of the boys beef projects,

l'!. Mg-

Princess Anne County farmers growing intensive acreage of such crops as
Soybeans, Commercial Vegetables, Potatoes and Sweet Potatoes that require large
numbers of laborers to harvest, In normal times this labor force is recuited
locally, however, with high industry wages it is becoming increasingly diffieunlt
to obtain a sufficient labor force for the harvesting of these crops, Therefore,
our farmers have turmed to migrant laborers to do these jobe,

The Naval Installations here in the Norfolk Area are making it hMghly com-
petitive to obtain more labor, They are foreing our farmers to pay high wages
for these workers, This, therefore means that the screage of crops requiring
& large mumber of wvorkers are declining in their economic importance for the
County. In assistingeouwr farmers with securing migrant lsberers a weting was
held in the early spring with the Virginia Employment Service.who outlined the
situation to the farmers., The Pungo labor Camp has been used during the summer
to house about 1500 of these migrant workers,

As memtioned before the Agriculture Plaaning for owr County Extension Pro-
grams Qs conducted by out County Board of Agricultuwre, This meeting results in
the over all yegyly Flam of Work, Additional meetings are held of the different
commodity groups to plan for any special activities such as our Soybean Orowers
#lub,

°
g Planning Meetings are a)eo held among the County Extension Vorkers to coore
dinate owr activitics in the exscution of the different Programs,

RUESTRY

The Forestry Committee has outlined a Program that will bring about more
forestry improvement work on the ferm woodlot basis, Forestry continues to
hold an important place in our Fxtension Program, and this work has been done
through news articles, and personal visits.

s
One of ow farmers who 13 doing an excellent Job of managing his ferm woodlot
has been recommended during the year for the Virgirda Tree Farm Award,




So far in this report the reader might think that the Extension job being done here
in Princess Amne County was a one man proposition., This, however, is untrue, The 4-H
Program being conductgl here in this County 1s both active and bemeficial to the over all
Program, ¢fhe accomplishments made through 4-H club work can be attributed greatly to the
efforts of my Assistant County Agent, Dick Cockrell, who has spent the majority of his
time since July in developing this part of our Extension Progrem. Therefure the following
report included will be that of the Assistant Agent,

Therebvere drh! 4=H Commmity Clubs organized in Princess Amne County in 1953 which
had the following emrollments: Courthouse Junior Club, 44 members; Creeds Junior Club,
53 members; Bayside Jumior Club, 54 members; Oceana Junior Club, 55 members; and Kemps-
ville Jundor Club, 92 members, Of the five Junior Clubs in the County there was 284 4-H
¢lub menbers emrolled., In the Semior Clubs, Kampeville Club, 130 members; Creeds Club,
4l members; and Oceana Club 24 members., In the three senior clubs there were 195 Semior
4=l members, This makes a total of 479 boys and girls enrolled in the eight AN olubs in
Princess Anne County,

4 NTY 0O

oThe (-H cl'b organisation, on a County level, is lmown as the 4-H Glub Coumty
Gotinodl, the members of which are made up of the Extension Workers in the Cowmnty, the
loed.d:!‘l o1 leaders, 4-H club sponsors, officers of the eight commmity clubs, sad
the t 4~ committes, This organization is directly responsible for all County 4-H
programs that regulate the activities of the commmity clubs, and offers a cup to the
elub, senior and junior, that twrned in the best report for the year's work, This year,
the club winning the senior cup went to the Kempsville Senior Club, and the Jumior ewp
was wvon Yy the Courthouse Junior Club, The activities of each will be listed later in
this refr®, &

34nfe I came to Princess Anne County there has been one meeting of the 4=l County
Commell, At this meeting, the members prepared the Achievement Night Program in detall,
At Shls Comcl) Meeting it was evident that the 4-fl club is the member's club, organised
by them, The leaders, sponsors, and the three Pxtension Agemte act only in the capacity
of guidence and advisaory, The next Coumty Council Meeting will be held in December to
plan the 1954 year's work,

a
The Adult -8 Advisory Committee sponsored by the County Board of Agriculture is made
uwp of the following persomnel: A high school principal, a commty minister, a mother of
4=H elub members, & father of a 4~H club member, a 4-H club boy and a 4-H club gdrl,
e

This Commit®e meets with the County Board of Agriculture and adopts suggestions for
the year's program, Later at the L-il Commty Céouncil Meeting these suggestions were adopted
by ty County Commell,

o
-

. 4ell QLD AL, STARS

T™he 4-H AllStars of this Comnty held two meetings during 1953 in an attempt to ore
ganize thedr efforts in assisting the County 4-H Program, Miss Cora Marie Blackmore was
elected as their Chairman, and they have already shown signs of wanting to help with owr
different projects. There are approximately 15 All-Stars living here in the County, and
we hope through s organization they can be of great value both to our club members and

[ %o elub@ork in general in the future,




As project®wvork 1s the back bone of all 4-H work, emphasis on this phase of the
program is stressed with care wvhen a hoy or girl enrolls as a club member, and they
are urged to select a project that fits into the farm and home, and in their commmity,
and 1if possible one that will be profitable, either from an economical standpoint or
?:mu and commmity bemefit,

w
ACUITVEMENTS

‘Adxin-nu and special activities of the 4-H clubs in Princese Anne County for
1953 are outstanding and show the following results: 80 club meetings in 8 cluds,
These g2ludb meet wvere divided in three parts, Bsiness, program, and project instrue-
tion, At 50 of 80 elub meetings a program was given by the 4-H members proclaiming
some phase of L-H club work, At 5 of the club meetings refreshments were served, One
elub gave a reception for the three Extemsion Workers in the County. On a Comty everage
the elube had about 87 per cent attendance at all meetings, Several of the clubs had
tours, trips, swvimming rartips, theater parties, skating parties, covered dish suppers,
and many other soclal activities,

Several of the clubs fPepared and presented programs for P, T. A.'s, Student Bodies,
and other grouwps, Thirty-five members chartered a bus and attended State Fair on A-H
Day, Seven clubs pgt on a Pura) Life Sunday Program, Thirty-seven L-f'ers attended
Dstrict Camp at Camp Parrar, Virginia Deach, Virginia, Ten members and 2 Bxtension
Workers attended L-H Short Course in Rackshurg,

The total results of the entire year's i~ activities were Mwought clearly out at

County Achievement Program held November 23rd., At this meeting seven clubs gave »
.rvor‘, of 1ts year's activitdes, This vas dome through plays, Al awards for the
year vere snnounced snd awarded, and which consisted of 23 county medals, 48 ribbons
and $372,00 worth of prizes to members carrying county agent's projects, The -Jod{y
of the priszes geere given in the form of schlarships ¢ Short Course, Conservation Oamp,
and District Camps. In addition to these awards listed above, H, W, Oslin, retired
County Agent in Princess Anne County, prosented to the most outstanding Semior boy and
girl, and to the most outstanding Junior boy and girl a trophy set wp by him, This
trop.y 311 rotate on a one year basis. Along with the cups presented, the Xempsville
Senior Tlub won the senior oup for most outstanding work and the Courthouse Jumier club
won the junior cup for doing the most outstanding work among the junior clubs, Along
with the other activities seven clubs put on an exhibit showing what their club has done
in wo,het work and extra 4-H sctivities,

o SPECTAL PROJECT MORK G

1 & Sears ,-H Oarden Contest - Sears.fioebuck and Comany gave $60,00 to members ex-
celling in garden projects,

Princess Amme Fermers Service - Gave §25.00 to 4-H Poultry Project members doing
best work,

Princess Anne Ruritan Club - Gave $50.00 to 4-H Corn Club Members who made the
highest yield per acre.

Parwer's Potato Distributing Company - Gave #25,00 to members of the Entomology
Project who did excellent worlk,

@
City of Norfolk - City Parks - Gave 24 aszaleas to winners of Home Beautification
Contest, Valued at $75.00,
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6 - Bank o Virginia Beach o Gave $25,00 to the 4 secretaries who turned in the best
© gecretaries book at end of the year,

7 « Southern States Norfolk Service - Gave $20,00 for refresiments at Achievement Night

) -
#riley Peod Corporation - Gave $25,00 for prise money for Achievement Night.

9 « Creeds Ruritan Club - Gave §27,00 for prizes for 4-H exhibits at Achievement Program,

o1~ Kempsville Muritan Club gave $25,00 for prises for 4= exhibits at Achievement Pro-
bren. -

L

11 - Memtgomery Lumber Company - Gave §15.00 for expenses of Achlevement Night Progran,

r

I think it is deemed necessary to add in this report that the Baby Beef Project mem-

bers well on their way in the 1954 Baby Beef Project, Fifteen boys in Princess Anne
received their 1954 steers on September 23rd, Ome other steer was bought at the

Petersburg Calf Sele to be shown at the L-H Show at the Atlantic Pural Bxposition, I mm
happy t@report that all calves are doing well, on full fesd and gaining properly, and
one leading well, However, one calf was not so fortunate, as he broke awey from his
owner and latar hloated and died., These calves vare selected by the two men agents
from irginia,

Other activities include five school grounds cleaned and shrubbery set out,
Partieipation in the Market Plg Show,

Participation in the Baby®™Beel Show at Portsmouth,

>
Participation in the Baly Peef Show at State Falr,

Orm nltry tomm tralned and was good enough to win third place in distriet which
enad)ed t&;m to enter the State Poultry Judging Team,
@
One club ',mn-od’v.] Amphibus base and Swifts Packing Flant,
Tvo 4 Veleome signs erected on highways leading into County, Four others ready
to be erected.

PRODUCTION AND MARKETING ADMUUSTRATION

From an extension standpoint the work with the Production and Marketing Administration
soomsists of helping to handle the educational work in regard to the diffesent Programs, In
an attempt to do this job, I have cooperated wherever possible with both the County Committee
and Mre, lueille A, Bass in this educational Program,

The County Committee has full responsibility for the PMA Program in the County as
it 1s their duty to hire snd fire all personmel, plan compliance work, and select com-
pliance supervisors, approve County goals of different crops and make recommendations to
the ftates Committes for nesded program adjustments in the County, There are five commmi-
ties in the Comty with three commmity committeemen elected by participating farmers in
esch, The responsibilities of these committeemen being to handle the progrem on a commme
ity level, suchgs filling out the compliance forms, spot checking farms for compliance,
takiig orders for conservation material, handling election meetings, and other jobs om a




AGLICULTUTE FINANCING

Dhie®to the drop in Agriculture prices, our farmers of the County miy need more assis-
?-.. in their Agrioultural Finanecing for next year, However, with prices still strong
during 1 it has not been necessary to assist very many of ouwr farmers with thelr finan.
eing, have been mumerous inquiries by veterans and others interested in purchasing
farms in$he County, and these men have been refersed to either Comnty Lending Agencies
or to the Parmers fome Administration, Ve have cooperated fully with the Coumty Swper-
visor of the Parmers Home Adminigtration in his Program of assistance in farm and equip-
ment purchases.y An offioe is provided twice monthly so that this Supervisor can meet
vith anyone interested assistance,

S01L CONSTTVATION JTIVICE

The Virginia Dare Soil Conservation Distriet which is organized to include Princess
Amme and Norfolk Counties is supervising the Conservation work being done here in tie
Ve are most fortunate to have such an able Soil Techmician, Aubrey N, Holmes,

County
b.d_ln* up this vork for our Counmty,

Drainage 1s the mmber one problem that owr farmers here in the County are facing.
Open ditches are necessary in order that about 40 per ocent of our crop land csn be used
for profitable production, I have tried to wiwrk closely with our Soil Techmician in
assisting any of owr farmers with their drainage problems. I have also attended all of
the Soil Comservation District Meetings in order that I might be familiar with their
projects, So that our efforts might be coordinated towards the maximum Conservation

five months as Comty Agent of Princess Amne County, I still
1iar with the Extension Pr as 1t has existed in the past,
some recammendations on the Basis of this short period o
Agricultural Program,

(1) As it seems quite sure that Corn will be put on the allotment list for 1954, I feel
that ouwr farmers should be encouraged to expand thelr livestosk business as an alt-
ernative market for their corn production, Proper femeing is the ome obstacle thet
has to be overcome,

(2) That an educational program e conducted to soquaint our farmers with Government Pro-
in the suppart of both basic and non-perishable commodities,
ty groups and industries receiving Governmment assistance, I do
not feel that the farmers should be the first to diseard thelr Gowermment Program,

That 4-H Club work continue to peceive promonient attention in owr County Extemsion
Program, and that every effort made to expand its ecope and present its bemefits
;».o more rursl boys and girls,

I vant to further'®ecommend that the efforts of the County Agent be fully coordinated
with the Commty fgard of Agriculture so as to develop an extension program able to
Fk 100 per oenf toward a vorthwhile educational program,

Sumy
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I feel that Princess Anre County is one of the most blessed areas in the State
of Vir, through its location both as to markets and land productivity., I hope
that I be as influemntial in the Agricultural progress of this County through
the coming yeaf as Mr, H, W, Ozlin was dw.ng ble service as County Agent, I am
glad that I had the opportunity to succeed a man that had been doing a successful
Job, Hs influence on the farmers and their respect to his position will certainly
+mke it egoier for me in attempting to continue the Programs started during his
serviges,

: .

I vould® like to give eredit to all of tMee who cooperated vith this Extension
Progran during the, s 1953, I refer especially to H, W, Oslin, Retired Agent;
Mrs. Joyoe L, Swm s, Se ary; Mrs, Fligabeth D, Deal, Home Demonstration Agent;
the Staff of Virginia Truck ment Station; Head Clerk of P, M, A,, Mre, lucille
A. Bass; Aubrey Holmes, 1 Conservation Techmician; and last and yet most important,
ny Assistant Agent, Diock Cockrell, All of these people have cooperated in making our
Extension Program a sucogss during this past year,

FESPECTFULLY SUBMITIED

- & Z

Jolm 0, Hart

* County Agent
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