io carrying out Extension Program in Northumberland County

XII. Problems

fany problems probably exist but the main one is to mell
the Home Demonstration program snd the home demonstrations sgent's
work to the people of the county. Flans for doing this are to
become better acquainted with individuals, groupe, organizations
in all communities and areas of the county; to administer and
carry out the progrem of the Home Demonstration snd 4-H as planned,
and reporting to the public of accomplish-

giving as much publieity
ments and activities in every way possible and to carry out an

active and enthusisstic demonstration program,
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other Agencies,

4=H elub work required in the 5th, 6th and 7th grades
throughout the county, class room teachers as sponsoring
leaders, Young Homemakers" - supply program materisl f
n the form of talks, demonstrations, bulletins, discussi
ete, Other high school members will be organized in out
school clube with parents or intereste dults as leader
hoped that three such clubs will be in operstion t

"PTA" - the agent would supply programe and pertic

these groups and in other waye cooperste

Healtl A ent

the depertment in any wey poesible througt
emonstration, or as consultant at clinies, etec.

Welfare Department

Serve as consultent
possible in addition.

Qther Health Organizati

ch as T.B, Assocationa, Cencer focliety, Heart
and Blood Bank, Folio Foundetion, Crippled Childrens
ete, Cooperste with these agencies by encoursg
club members to offer volunteer help and encourage t

of

these prograns,.

Plans for Developing Good Fublic

A. Co-Workers

T et to know the members of the familise
and the secretary better, To get to know them as i
develop better understanding of them and to continue t
the county agent in making the Extension program one pr
the families of Northumberlsnd county. Continue to s
and plan work to best and most efficiently use the secec
time, and office furniture and equipment.

meet pecple in various parts of ¢
to continue to interest and explain to the peopde t

streation program and to show the work of the e







review at each school will be planned at the end of th
year and probebly later as part of the Fair or Achievenment
' to further interest the irls in sevi and to show the
18 VE ne . lubs will be encoursged to }

nd other community setivities aes muc

be & we of camp at Jamestown someti

which all members in good standing

Plans are underway to have a county

fall for the first time.

[ NONELE WOrX

t in operstion in the county.

Number
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cormittees

organizations

and home development




Youth - eontinued.

the present time there is no 4~H Counell or pr
mittees, nor honor or all star clubs. There
h school club in the Callso ares, this is made up c
students and they have chosen as their club project
ook Your Best" in addition to this they carry st leas
t. uring this coming year it is hoped that local

3

will be obtained and that a 4~H club eounc

first Home Economics project work t
clase projeots offered sre: cloth
and meal preparation for begimners.
for oa g o these are: meeting once s month at the el wetiny
with ¢ rle soys and giving them subject matter in the project
ither as demonstrations, discussions, also supply them wi records
and litersture in carrying out their project and home visits when
possible., To the Agent this is the most inadequete procedure as the
time element makes giving thenm instructions so limited one of the
objectives and procedures that is planned is to obtain local leaders
among the parents, home demonstration club members, and others interested
ir 4~H elub work, This 1# sagein going to depend upon personal contacts
and selling them on the ides of local volunteer leaders, when leaders
are obtained training meetings will be given to them, in this wsy the
4-H program will grow and become of more value to the boye and girls,

. i
't e

t e class projects the 5th and
ean s ne home project and others cen select tw
they can be in any field of home economics or related
electricity, yard beautificetion, gerden, health,
is also planned t nrgs e more high school groups an
that from these junior leaders can also be obtained,
serve as leaders and teach through home visite, corregpondence
Lesdere sre¢ needed and plane to get them in home economice pro
will continue. .

Co 4-H Activities

inorease interest and to further develop the M

jects are being encouraged., To further carry out 4
each club has been organized in the class room wit
‘ficers and planned program for each ith. It is hope
pembers will be giving demonstrations and wi parti
inty wide demonstration contest to be held in the spring
ers than going on to district contest. enberes osr
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wiration Club Frogram= continued.

ntact such as meetings, home visits, telephone and office ealls wi

sary to oarry out the program., The Agent will also use a wee
>adeast, a monthly news letter and newspaper as much as pone

le. ©She will also use all opportunities to participate in progr
other groupe snd orgenization in order to build the Home Demonstratior
eram,

Federstion Progrsm of Work,

The Federation program of work selected based upon the topics
-

planned for the meetings has been Home snd Community Be autification,
‘he cbjectives for this are:

inke mailboxes more attractive.

Learn to do flower arrangements - dry end fresh.

Flant flowers suitable for drying.

Learn how t« ¥y flowers.

Care for plants indoors,

up ysrds and driveways.
Apply simple landsceping principles.
Fropogate plante,

Also to carry out projects in: Milk Use and Cookery esnd
Home lighting,

Become scquainted with Federstion Cookbook "Recipes of 0l4d
Virginia”,

FPlans for carryi out these objectives wes that the State Federatior
Frogram snd Work Chairmen would be gontacted for suggestions and ideas;
the Home Demonstretion Agent would also plan meterial for the eclubs and
would work with the Garden clubs and the County Agent in supplying meterisls.
Specialists help would also be obtained as much s possible, primarily
through eorrespondence.

The coomittee on progra planning suggested tast for this yesr
clube sre just getting started to simplify the organiszation as much as
possible and that the Vice-President would be cheirmen of the Federation
program of work and program development, The main need here 1s to build
up interest and support of the home demonstrstion program and what it

- 4& -




Home Demonstration Club program—- continued.
1. Selection of floor coverings.

Arrangenents of furniture to combine periods ) Mont ly
and accesscries

Color schemes and home lighting
Recaning chairs
Furniture refinishing ) Special interest meetings.
draided snd hooked rugs
Those under Home Mamagement - all monthly club meetings.
Care of appliances
Wise use of time- short cuts to cleaning
Home repsirs the homemsker can do, the tools she needs.
ext largest choice wes in clothing and these toplies were:

thing construction workshope on cotton dresses

Flanning sn economical wardrobe to meet your way of) Monthly
life meetl

g’
HRemodeling and slt ng clothes

Uress foras- Speclal interest meeting.

ooking
Specisl interest meetings
Craft workshop

Holiday bresds - Monthly club meeting

As this 1s the first year for Home Demomstretion work in the
will be necessary for the Agent to do most of the meetings herself and
same time do the organizetion of the Home Demonstrstion program, A
as 1t is feasible project leaders will be trained to do some of the
« Likewise homemakers will be used for method deme nstrations ar
onstrations, It is also felt that the first yesr a great deal ¢

-3 -




County

Extension Frogram - Adult

A, Oversll Program

At the present time there is no Extension Service Boerd

or Counsil of any kind for planning and carrying out Exter
prograns, The Agricultural program is plamned by the use
commodity groups, and s Special Committee planned the Home
Economles yrogram for 1959, Thies committee 1s plenned by th
agent to be the nucleolus of a county home economics conmitte
After more Home Demonstration Clubs are formed it ie planned
to organize a Home Demonstration Couneil or County Federati

nl

The objectives and goals as set up by the progrean plar

committee were:

1.0rganize 6 home demonstration clube in the county with ab
120 menbers.,

2.0rganize county federation unit when four clubs have bec
organized,

j.Share learning from home demonstration with others ir
community .

4.Invite newcomers and non-members to your meetings.

5.5upport in any way possible the Patrick Hemry Hospitsl,
it known and understood.

for better family living

satisfection, Share

Howe Demonstration Club Progra

The committee which planned the progrem wes made up of
representetives from the county becsuse of their support and
erest in obtaining & Home Demonstration Agent and their inte
in Home Economies programs. The members of this group were
the recormendations of the County Agent, Willism V. Saville,
addition to homemskers they included High School Home Econom
teschers, Fublic Health Nurse end Superintendent of Publie
This committee planned the progrsa for 1959 and will continu
adviee the Home Demonstrstion Agent during the year,

he major flelds of work were in Home Managerent
g iome Furnishings subjects sédlected were:

e,

int-
rest
or

In

dee

Welfare,

e to




Eloise L, Keller
Home Demonstration Agent

Northunberlsnd
County

Situatior

Northumberland county 14 on the coastal plain area st the cast-
ern end of the Northern Neck Peninsula, The Potomac river forms the
northern boundary with Chesapeake Bsy the eastern. Lancaster, West-
moreland and Richmond counties are the other boundaries, About 49
the count;'s area is in farms and there are about 751 farms avera

} scres per farm, the average value of land and bulldings sccordin
to the 1954 census was $9,442.00, Both value and nunber of farms
lecreasing.

The county is .'z:nera.l;, level and cut by numerous inlets and
has a moderate climate.

Agriculture is still the most important sconomic importance
county although more people are being employed by fishing and mar
facturing. This ceuses a scarsity of labor in the swumer and abunder
of unemployed in the winter. More than two thirds of the fara incom
is from cash crops. Soybesns are becoming s grester crop while ¢ ]
tomatoes continue strong. Feeding livestock is becoming more lmportant,

fore than one half of the farms are classified ss residential
part time farms, many of the operators report one hundred or more d
£ work off the faram yet many of them produce much of their own fo
requirements, The population is about 60% white and 40X negro, nor
homes nuasber sbout 2200,

The pattern of isolation developed over such & long period continue
to a certain degree to the customs and mode of living of the people
added to this is the fact that a great meny new comers from the more
pepulated areas of Washington end Baltimore are retiring and moving
to this coastal srea. The closest towns for shopping are Warsaw and
Kilmarnock, both being about twenty miles from the county seat of
Heathsville., Northumberland county is definitely rural with no in-
earporated towns in the county. The people are generally conservative
and cautious yet friendly and trusting.
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