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Nansemsnd County berders Nerfelk County and the Dismal
on the east and Nerth Carolina em the esuth. 1It's 998
(1959 Census) cemprise 121,379 acres, aversging 121.6
per farm, compared te 1311 farws and 107.6 scres
Apprenimately half the farm land is in weedland
cropland and pasture.

Peanuts, hogs, corn, and seyboans mshke up the majer
commadities, in that erder, with sbeut 70 percent of
being fed to steck en the farm.

Other enterprises include peultry (substantially increased
past 2 years), cetten, small grain, cemmercial vegetables,
vhite end sweet petatess, beef cattle, dairyiag, grain seor-
ghum, sheep, flue-cured tebacce, and tree fruit.

Gress farm receipts fell te an estimated 6} millien dellars,
cempared to 7§ millien in 1959, end 8} millien in 1958. Prime
reasen feor drep in receipts was emcess rain and insect and
disesse damage te peanut crep.

Nen-farm populstien increased agsin this year, while farm
population drepped. Tetal pepulatien set at 31,000 (pre-
liminary Census-1959).

Farm-to-market facilities are excellent, being served by four
U. 8. highways, feur railroads, and s navigsble watervay to
Port of Hampten Reeds.

MAJOR ACTIVITIES

A. Creps
1. Insect and Disease Centrel

Majer imsect pests are seuthern corm reet werm, corn
ear worm, leaf hepper, and boll weevil. Disease pests
are mainly stem vet, leaf spet, and "pod ret". Other
pests primerily are reet knet and sting nemetedes.

Damage caused by these pests this year en peanuts aleme
probably came te over a half-million dellars. The reet
worm is grewing in beth arecas sttacked and in intemsity,
having breken threugh seil chemical trestmsnt barriers.
Mest farmers did a good job centrelling leaf heppers,

ear vorms en soybeans, leafepet, sand bell wesvil. Stem
rot did net appear en the scene te sny extent this year,
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although “ped ret”, a disease
as of nev of undisclesed aﬁ.h.
--—mo farms. Extent of

know (end related species) eof
theugh theught te be of a serisus nsture with
of getting werse if net cemtrelled.

All of these preblems, vwith suggestiens fer

or centrel, were aired st a tetal of eix
cemmunity meetings, sttendsd by ever

(350) farmers. Alse, inmumsrable sews articles
letters, "alert" cards, field t-’-u-.
contacts, etc. were empleyed. Five (3) resul

tisns en nemsteds centrel were cemducted.
esetings to demsnstrate ceatrel of stem -n‘
A field mseting te obeerve ressavch results of varisus
cheaicals te centrel rest worm were uu

Net results of all this ave difficult te assay. Witheut
doubt, the field inspectioms, and "alert” -cuu m

u l‘t the

is year camnnet
be attributed te any eme cause. hn-.u-uu-ln
different field cenditisns is necessary befere evalua-
tiag the results of educatiemal werk.

Couflicting reperts cems in en seil trestmsats to cemtrel
nemstodes. Again, here we must swait further develep-
ments and experience.

Seybean Cyst Nematede

This pest currently has been feund em ene hundred sixty
five (165) farws in Nensemsnd Ceuwnty, requiring quarem-
tine of these farms by Virginia Departmeat of Agriculture
and USDA Plant Pest Centrel Pivisiems.

Centrel liss in lamd-use, retetisas, cleening of machimery
and equipment of seil moving frem infested farms te nea-

h!uu‘!c-.-lh-'hu.cmolmdnuuu

are duced on inf d farms 00 as te meet quarantine

r.-u:un

Principal preblems faced se far has net been the threst
to the ceunty's 10,000 scres of seybeams (the principal
hest crep) but rather te (1) mm-—u-‘km
potatess, mslens, cucumbers, and related creps growm ia
or on the seil of infested farws; (2) clesning equipment
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two nowsletters and severs) sgws erticles, five fisld
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Loee tham 15 peveent of
chemically trested to

Actually,
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Use of Berbicides
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The Smithfisld Junier Merhet lisg Shov end Sale, in which
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Thirty nise fermers centracted vith s mser-by Necrfolk firm
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Alse, providing iaferustisn requected

on varisus preblems dealing with flewers, shrubs, and echer
ornamsntals - - an ectivity eteadily ilacvessing.
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centacts, ether activities weve alee streseed, imcluding
inssct comtrel en cotten) veristics and fertilisation of
flue-cured tebacce; varistiss, fertilisstieon, end retes of
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Threugh circular letters, press, farm wsetings end

cseding small greia.

Civic clube, the chasber of commerce, gonsral farw erganise-
tiens, commsdity erganisstions, end ethers have eentributed




+ Theve is a definite trend tewerd sare and better feeding
omd farroving facilities. Prebably ispreved prices for
tfeoder pigs and market hagys heve batn & majer stimulue and
will fluctuste es prices fluctuste. Still, the trend 1o
sonuing and likely permanent .

« lacressing leber cests have definitely
-t a trend te combining end artificislly curing
peanuts. Interest on the pert of preducers Lo weve ascute
wov than ot any previcus time and it is likely that the
Sfea,t of poanuts te be cembined and cured artificially
will double in 1961.

« A continmed acesleration in
arm te nan-fasm use for sites for
dwsllings, iadustry, otc., is espected.
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