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TIFE OF AGRICULTURE

Loe County was formed in 1792, The county 15 wedge shaped
and ]ies between Xemtucky and Temmessee in Virginia's extreme
southwest cornmer., The county's land erea 1s 434 oq. miles or
277,760 scres and the water area 4 sq, miles, Geclogieally it
is mxwwuinmv.mmummuwum
Appalachian Flatesu, Elevations vary from 1200 feet on the
Fowell River at the Ternessee line to 3,732 feet in the wrﬂ%
tip ebove Keokee, Tomperntures average 39° in Jarmary and 73
July., Precipitation is about 42 inches amwally,

From the 1954 census report, there are 3,116 farme in the
county with an average sisze of 54.9 seres., A mreliminary report
of the 1959 farm census shows 2297 farms in the county with an
average farm sisze of 71,9 acres, This leaves an aversge acreage
inerease from 1954 to 1959 of 17,0 scres per farm, There wes a
reduction in the mmber of farme, dus to a change in the definition
of o farm, from 1954 to 1959 of 138 farms., This leaves a loss of
€81 farms in Lee County in five years,

A preliminary report of the 1959 census lb\n that the
population has decreased from 36,106 in 1954 to 25,670 in 1959.
This 1s o 28.9% decrease., This is mhhlyd-lou-md
number of peorle working in the coal mines and fever staying on
farms ,

loe's econamy 1s based uron its agriculture and 1ts rich
natursl resources of timber and coal., The Powell Valley limestone
801l and bluegrass rmstures produce good crops and livestock.
Principal sources of farmm income are hrlq btacco, beef cattle,
and dairy products. Poultry and hogs are produced on prectically
all farms for home use. There 18 a hatching egg route in the
county.

There are three tobecco markets and two livestock markets
in the county.




COUNTY CRCANIZATION

HOW THE COUNTY EXTENSION PROGRAM WAS DEVELOPED

Tbmnwﬁmuimma-u*mdwmnmy

Agriculturel Extension Service Board,

board i3 listed below,

membaruhip of the

COUNTY ACRICULIURAL EXTENSION SERVICE BOARD

Flatwoods Covmmmity Club
C. B, ¥eClure
R, D, Hyatt

Campground
Denver R, Browning
¥, J. Guinley

Fleasant Viev Capmumity Club
W, L, Jones
Leater Pareons

Agronory
Ralph Resnie
James Puce

Forestry
Herbert Carter

14 ves tock
John B, Snodgress
Morris Snodgrase

m

Charles Thamas
Conley Cooper

Poultry
Mrs, J, E, Sexton

Tobaceo
M, J. Comer

Benker
T. B, Pugate

Press
George A, lee

The board met at Jonesville on Pebruary 24, 1960 and
aosisted the externsion persommel in vorking cut a county Plan
of VWork for the year, At this meeting T. B, Pugete was elected
chairman and Ralph Rasnic vice-chairmen of the group for 1960,




COMMUNTTY ORCANIZATIONS

A, Situation end Needs at Begimning of Year

There were tizec organized commmnities in the county at
the beginning of 1960, Two of these clubs entered the Bristol
Area Commmity Improvement Contest in 1959,

B, Teaching Objectives and Goals

Fremote interest in cammmmity club work amd organise
other camundties If interest develops. Increase interest in
attending the Area Awvards luncheom in Bristol in November.

C. Extension Methods

Extenoion vorkers sssisted coammittees with planning their
rograms , securing information, speakers, and films for their
wogram, They wvere assigted with npahi activities such as
rieniecs, banguets, fund raising sctivities and recrestional
rrogrems ,

Cammunity clube were furnished information on the Bristol
Ares Copmmmity Improvement Comtest., They were given assistance
in preparstion for this comtest,

D, Results

Tvo cameminity clubs met regularly throughout the year and
one club had called meetings,

Campground cammamity emtered the Bristol Area Improvement
Contest as an experienced club, They placed 4th in the ex-
perienced club division, in their
churches , meeting nall, farme end homes. donated $40.00 to
the Southwe t Virginia 4(-H Center,

M x commmnity olub members and the county agent attended
the Ares Community Improvement Avards Bamguet held at Bristol in
Oectober.

Portions of the club meetings were devoted to educational
rrograms relating to the farm and hame,




An IFIE delegate that visited Pinland spoke at the
Christmas banquet of ome commmity elub,

Pund ratsing sctivities such as ice cream suppers, dinners,

and auctions were 'eld by the clube,
LIVESTOCK
BEEF CATTIE, SHEEP AND SWINE

A, HMtuation and Needs at Begimning of Year

Idvestock 13 cne of the most important enteryrises in the
county, The Preliminary 1959 Census Report shows there vere
19,194 cattle and calves; 1,436 sheep and lambe; and 6,384 hoge
and plgs on farme in the county,

An annmual feeder calf sele is held cach year,

There 18 a county wool pool which 1s hendled y the

Loo Farmers Coopermtive, Ine. sach year. A tota) of 7,706 prounds
of wool was scld through the pool in 1959,

There are approximately 25 purebred cattls producers in
the county. There are three small pig feeding floors in the coumty,

Same testing for Brucellosis wes necessary during 1960 under
the Federnl Beng's eradication program to re-certify the county as
& Modiffed Certifiod Brucellosis Free county.

B, Teaching Ubjectives and “cals

The Agricultural fZxtension Service Soard suggested that
special emphasis be placed on the comtrol of internal and
external ramasites of livestock,

The board also suggested that the anmue] feeder oslf sale
and cooperative wool pool be comtimued, More calves are needed
in the sale to drav more out-of-state uyers, A goal was set
that 95% of all the wool produced in the county be sold through
the pool.




Experiment “tstion reports shov thet steers on gress or
in the feod lot incresse their rete of gain vhen implanted or
fed stilbestrol, It was suggested that furmers be encouraged
to use stilbestrol on their steers,

C. BExtension Methods

A livestock school was held with the help of persomnel
from the antmal husbendry department at V.P. I, The latest
results on the work being dome by the Beef Cattle Improvement
Asscciation, recarmended rates of stildestrol to use, rarasite
control program for livestock, crack heel eontrol In sheep,
and several other tordcs were discussed,

A letter was jrepared and meiled to over 300 livestock
farmers pointing cut the livestock cammittee's recamendations
on the use of stilbestrol and a good parasite control program,
Informetion on & better feeding program was also included in
the letter,

Demonstrations on the method of implanting steers were
held in Aperil,

The extension persomel worked with the feeder calf sale
caamdttoe and calf producers om an educational meeting and
during the year tried to promote more and better calwes for
their sale. K, C, ¥1liameon, sssociate sxternsion animal husband-
man, holped with this seeting.

Tvo members of the calf sale committee and at least one
of the extension workers visited 32 of the 38 calf producers
that consigned calves to the sale, The purpose of the visit was
to look over the cows, sire, and calves and ansver questione the
farmer right have in commectiion wvith the sale.

The county wool commdttee was assisted with working out
arrangements to sell the Lea County weol with the Scott County
wool as ome pool, The conmittees fram both countiss were
assisted vith vorking out arrengements end selling the wool
through the Virginia-North Carclina Mountain Wool Marketing
Associntion, This organisation ineluded several counties in
Southwest Virginia and North Carolina, This made 1t posaible




for a large amownt of wool to be sold on ome day at Mariom, Va.,

vhich helped %o drav more and better Lngyers,

The locel Veterinarian wos assisted with a mailing list
and a letter was mailed bty the county agent informing the farmers
in the Duffield, Wallens Creek and Blackwater areas sbout the
Brucelloeis testing rrogram,

D, Results

There wvore 434 fesdor calves sold through the county sale,
This vas less calves Lhan consigmed to the sale, The calf sale
comittes insisted that all calves meat the Virginia Fesder Calf
Sale minioum requirements, This reduced the mumber some, Three
or four farmers sold a part or all of their calwes on the famm,
The calvee scld a 11ttle better than was expected sarlier in the
fall and the farmers semmed satisfiod with the sale. The steere
averaged between 25 and 26 cents per pound, The heifers ren
from 20 to 22 cents per pound, Many farmers sold on the famm at
20 cents for the heifers and 22 cents for their steers,

Arprox'mately 200 steers were implanted with stilbestrol
in April or May, Most of the farmers were satisfied wvith the
gain the steers made on pmeture. MNost of the larger steer buyers
in the county objected to steers thet hed beem implanted and om
severel occesions would not meke an offer on the cattle, They
stoted that the feed lote they vere buying for objected to steors
that had been Implanted, This may decresse the mmber implanted
next yvar,

Several breeders purchased bulls end fewales with clean
pedigreess for replacements., Thare is more interest !n Angus
cattla than there has heen before, Seversl breeders changed
from Nereford to Angus cattle thds yoar, PFarmers were assisted
with registering and trareferring papers an their liwestock.

Thirty-six beaf cattle from the county were exhibited at
the county fair and there was a lot of interest in the show,

A mxber of farmers treated their livestock for external
and intormal perasites and have been pleased with the results,




The county wool was sold te The Top Co., Boston, Mesa,
There was 8,428 pounds of wool sold for $4,624.15. The clear
wool brought $52.11 rer ‘undred,

The local Veterinarian is testing the necessary mmber
of herds and mmber of cattle to recertify the county as a
Modified Certified Brucellosis Free County.

Pasture and meadows made good growth during the late
fall and ca'tle are in good shape to start the winter,

AGRONOMY
A, S4tuation and Neods at Begimming of Year

Tobacco 1s the wain cash crop. There wers 2047 scres
allotted to 3091 farmers in the county in 1959. The county's
average yleld vas 2012 pounds, vhich is the highest to date.
The farmers received aprroximately 2,416,643 for the crop,
vhich was a 1ittle less than the 1958 crop. There was & lot of
dirt on quite a mmber of crops in 1959 due to lsaving it on
sticks in the feld too long., The aversge tohacco allotment 1s

2 peres,

A tobacco and corn variety test has been planted In the
sounty for a mmber of ysars in cooperation with the experiment
station,

The carrying capacity of many pastures could be increased
by a regular fertilization plan,

The agroncey committes met and after discussing a mumber
of different things decided that special emphasis should be put
on inereasing the acreage of elfalfa and silage during the next
five years, There are approximately 16 ascres of other hey grown
in the county for each sere of alfalfa. According to the Virginia
Crop Reporting Service there were app tely 236 meres of corn
grown for silage in the county in 1959. cosmi ttoo feels that
pore scresge of alfalfa and silage would mean better quality
winter feed and less scres needed to produce it,




B, Teaching (bjectives and Goals

Educate more farmers %o the fact that quality tobecco
pays, Foint out that poor grading of their tobacco and dirty
tobacco reduces their net return,

Contuct & corn and tobacco variety test in the county,

Encourage farmers to inoreese the carrying capacity of
their farms through more alfalfa, silage, better pesture,
increased ylelds and better quality of forage crops., The
agronary committee suggested a goal of 508 inerease in alfalfs
acreage in next 5 years or 108 per year,

C. Extension Methods

A county wide tobacoo meeting wes held with G, R, Methews,
extension agroncmist, assisting, The latest recammendations on
the rroduction of tobacco from the plant bed to the market was
discussed, wsing colored alides to 1llustrate, Coples of the
recommended tobacco warietics with deseriptions of each, along

with dats om syacing, f-rtili—ﬁmhndoﬂw and other tests

vere ddstributed to seed dealers, a
to a mmher of farmers,

agricultural vorkers and

Tvo tobaceo stripring and sorting demonstrations vere
held with the assistance of a Government tobacco grader,

Arrungements were made with K, J, Coomer to plant & hybrid
corn snd totmcoo variety test om his farm, Mr. Ed Simlkeum and
Dr, R, G, Henderson from the Experiment Station at V,P.I, helped
with these testa,

Seed was secured for farmers interested in growing Turkish
tobacco, Farm visits vere made to farmese growing this type of
tobacco.

Farmers were encoursged to attend the Greensville, Temn.
and Emory, Va, experiment station field daym to obeerve tobaceco,
forage crops, irrigation, livestock and other experiments,
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vo tobacco stripring and sorting demonstrations ware held
in different areas of the county, Over 100 farmers and P.P.A,
boys attended these demomstrations,

Aprroxisately 15 farmers attended the fleld reeting at the
Tobaceo Experizent Station at Greeneville, Termessee or Mrmory
Experiment Station at Clade Syrings, Va, Experiments on corn,
tobacco, alfalfa, resture and livestock were explained at these
meetings,

A looal tour vas held Jointly with the F HA, superviser,
Stops vere mede at a Grade A dairy, Orade C dairy, and a Yeaf
cattle fam,

Many farmers signed for assistance through the AC.P,
rogram, both in the spring and fall, My of the requests for
assistonce were cut over half due to the lack of funda,

The acreage of alfalfa and Improved pasture inereased
during the year, The A,C.P, program mede payments on seeding 370
acres of new alfalfa and topdressing 267 scres, They also made
peyments cn seeding 1051 acres of rasture and mesdow and top-

dressing 2445 scres, This is thought to be only a small part
of the total acres seeded and treated,

Several nev s1los were duilt during the year,

DAIRYING
A. Situation and Needs st Beginning of Year

Manmufactured milk routes cover about two-thirds of the
conmty.

There were 570 sows bred through the services of the Lee
Wise Artificial Drecding Associstion in 1999, 'he Loe-Wise
DH,I.A, dd testing vork for six dairymen in 1999, More cows
are needed in hoth associetions,

Good replacement oows are hard to find, Good lslor for
dairying 13 scarce and high,




B, Teaching Objectives and Goals

Foint out to dairymen the value and !mportance of keeping
records om their herds, Also show them the merits of artificial
breeding. Hold annual meetings of the A.B.A, and D H.I.A,

Increese dairymen's interest in wsing elevated stalls
for manufactured milk rroduction. Also smooursge farwers to
secure good dairy heifers for use as replacements,

Contact dairymen in regard to the importance of a good
forage rrogrem, good mansgement yructices, precautions involving
pesticides and antiblotice, and proper sanitation. Also romote
the use of modern nuildings and facilities,

C, BExtension Methods

Several dairy meetings were held throughout the year.
Farmers were brought up to date om current information about
lairying at these meetings and through letters and personal
contacts,

Hoﬁmdmummnm&l:uﬁu,m

ing replacements, tuilding plans, laws regula rilk rroduction,
and overeall management, S emplasis vas given the mastitis
rrovention and ocontrol rrocram,.

Dairymen vere encouraged to enter animals in the county
falr,

D, Results

The lee-Wise A B.A, and DH,I.A, held their anmual
meetings and electod officers for the ysar., Three meetings
vere held for farmers interested in the iroduction of
mamufactured milk,

372 news were bred artificially during the yeer, Mve
Grade A milk producers tested through the D.H.I.A, rogram,




Kraft Foods has hired a former veterans instructor as a
field man for Lee Coumty.

Seven nev elevated milking stalls have been installed in
the county for manufactured milk,

Farpers have improved the quality of their forage crope
over previous years, There hes been some incresse in the tomape
of silage produced this year. Several good replacement heifers
vere added to herds in the county. All of this, with good
management, has brought about more efficient dairring in Les County.

Dairymen have received monthly inforwation om mestitis
rrevention, Mustitis Prevention posters lave been distriduted
to meny dairywen to tack up in their milking rarlars.

4{~H CLUB PROGHAM
A, S4tustion and Needs at Begirming of Year

There wvere thirteem 4-H clube in lee County with a total
of 436 members carrying 649 rrojects in 19%9. 457 rwojects vere
completed during the year. ALl elub meetings are held in schools,
Four local leaders assist with club wvork, More local leaders and
rarent surrort is needed,

local Wsiness reorle spomsor 4=l club work. 4-M medals,
cash, and tripe are used in recognizing outotanding rroject and
leadership work, Transrortation to out-ofecounty events 1s
exrensive due to our location,

Aprroxivately $5,000 has been donated for the Southwest
Virginia 4-F Center,

B, Teaching Objectives and Goala

Foint out to reremts the walue of 4-F elu
reople 10 « 21 yoars of age. Increase interest
in 4=H club vork.




Have 60 or more members attending camp. Point out the
value of county and out-of-county activities to 4(-H members,

Develop a stronger i-H program with more projects offered,
Improve records sulmitted on all 4-H jwojects and have an 25%
project completion. FPoint out the value of sulmdtting records
for county and state competition. Improve quality of livestock
carried as rrojects., Develop 4-H members' interest in safety
and farp equipment care,

Promote more interest in the Southwest Virginia 4-H
Center and secure more donations on the lee County goel,
C. Extension Methods

Prospective local leaders vere contacted and briefed on
the 4=l program.

Arrangements vere vorked out for members to atiend camps,
Short Course, Electric Congress, ricnic, and other activities.

Members were encourage’ to attend those events and f1l11 the
county quote.

i~H members carrying the fat steer wroject or svine
through the 4-H 14z chain vere closely supervised with these
rojects,

Members vere encouraged and assisted in prepering records
for ‘4strict and state campetition,

Modals, money, and trips were given for outstanding project
and leadership achievements.

Nevw projects vere offered snd more information was presented
on rresent rrojects.

Meterial and informetion was supplied to the Soutiwest
Virginia 4-H Center Drive leaders, 4~ members were assisted in
fund raising activities,
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. county-wide L.H plemde was held in August at Cumberland
Bowl Park and was attended Yy spproximately 150 4-E members,
loaders, snd paremts. Several clwbs held evening socisls during
the yeer,

The amrn) Achievement Day was held on Noverber 12, The
post speeker, Dr, MoCoy Pranklin, gawe a very inepdring talk.
Arrroximately 325 (el members, leaders, parents, and othors
interestod sttended,

Several peopls from Lee attended the Open flouse
Procrem ot the 2o diwest Virginia Conter in Augwot, The
commd ttoe for the Southwest Virginie 4-H Center fund drive las
fimetioned during the year. A total of aprroximately $5,652.00
on the county quota of §2,369,00 has been maised to date,

EXTENSTONST V.2, DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM

L, Stustion and Noeds at Degirning of Year

There vere 12 active demonstrators st the begimning of
1960, The county wide organization of demonstration farmers is
known as the lee County So1l Conserwation Association.

The rrorram hes done much to promote the increased use
of fortilizer as vell as other improved practices,

Damonstrators need to keep more accurate records, keep
better outlined check plots, use mere high amalysis fertiliszer,
try now varieties, teke more scil tests, and use more new
practices and methods,

leck of a home agent limdta the home phase of demomstrations.

B, Teaching Objectives and Goals

Esop the tots] mmber of demonstrators up to the mmber
the county ccamittee and T,V.A, supervisors recassend.




Show demonstrators the value of check plots. Point out
the importance and value of accurate and camplete farm records.
Increase interest in the V,F,I, Mail-In Record System, Develop
more spocial demonstrstion projects and greater use of soil
tests,

Promote interest of demomstrators in attending the emnmal
outeofegounty T.V.A, meetings.

Close owt 1959 records with 1008 completion,

C. Extemsion Methods

One oounty meeting for all demonstrators was held and
transportation to the outeofecounty T.V.A, meetings vas arranged,

Demonstretors vere encouraged and assisted in taking
advantege of a1l available T.V.A, material. They vere assisted
with laying out check plots, taking soil semples, and over-all
farm management and plamning.

Demonstrators vere encouraged to attend field days at
experivent stations and variety tests within the county,

The Electronic fecord System was explained to demonstrutors
and {ts advantages discussed,

D. BResults

There are 18 active test-demonstrators on the T.V.a,
mrogram. One damonotrator purchased another farm, which wes
inclucded in his test~demonstration agreement during the yeaer.

Pifteen demonstretors, oxtension workers, and & T.V.A,
representative attended the anmual cownty T.V.A. demonst-ators'
dimmer reeting. Three test demenstrators and an extension
vorker attended the ammual meeting of the Valley Wide Test
Demonstretion Farm Families held at Knoxville, Tem, Seven




test-demonstrators and the extension workers attemded the ammual
meeting of the Southwest Virginia Agricultural Association held
at Abingdon, Va, Mr, James Pace, a loe County test dumonstrator,
gave a slide talk on what he had done to improve his farm and
home at this meeting.

The test-demonstrators used 97.1 tons of mixed fertilizer
during the 1959-60 year., 13,1 tons of 30=10-0, which 1s included
in the 97,1 tons, was vsed during ‘he year on small grein, cornm,
and other crops, All ut one test demonetrator used T,V A,
fertilizer during the year, The one not using T.V.A, fertilizer
had completely fertiliszed Ms farm last year,

All tut one demonstrator turmed in record books, The ome
not turning in a book has been 111 and vmatle to manage the farm,
Tvo test-demonstrators are using the V,P.I, Electromic Mail-In
Record System,

Tventy dollars wes given by the county association to help

m the expemsos for two i-H cludb wembers to attend the Regiomal
ource Develomment Conference held at Fontana, N, C,

POULTRY

Poultry 18 kept by almost every farm family for home meat
howe

and egg supply, Ihe 1954 censue a 90,732 chickens on Lee
County farms, A preliminary report of the 19% agriculture
census shows 64,764 chickens on farms, which leaves s loss of
25,968 chickens in five years, There were 1,040 turkeys in 195,
and 396 1n 1959, according to the cemsus report, or a loas of
644 turkeys in five yvars,

= A fov farwers have small flocks for hatching egg rroduction,
They have received scmewhat higher prices during the 1960 season
then in 1959,

A dinner meeting was held in October hy the hatchertes
receiving egen from loe County, and spensoring organizetions in
Lee County, to inform poultrymen about now dewelopments in the
poultry induatry, Over 200 people attended this neeting,




Poultrymen vere encowraged to purchase chicks fram disease
froo eand hgh rroducing streins, make wee of good pasturs, we
good hovsing snd sanitetion, mand use rroper feeding and mansgenent
practices,

FORESTRY

About 1/5 of the land in lee County is in forest, s portien
of this being mountainous smd rough land,

Through the forest wvarden and other agricultursl vorkers
4,939,428 tree seedlings have boen set to date, 121,600 of which
vere set in 1960,

Two voodlot memsgement demomstrations that were set in
1952 are teing comtimued and another was set up this yeer, e
demons trotions show other woodlot ownere the r care of Wood~
lands, as well es being useful in tesching F.P.A, and Young
Farmor Clube,

Severel farmers have received help from the Forest Service
in baving their timber marked.

FARM AND HOME DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

The Pare and Home Development Program s more of & farm
develomment rrogram aince there 18 no home demonstration agent
in the county,

The men agents have vorked with 18 femilics on intensive
fare plamning end mamagement during the year., A mmber of
farm visits were made to these farms and essistance given on crop
rotation, fertilization, buildings, herd and flock replacementa,
s0il comservation, and farm manegement,




FRUITS AND VEGETABLES

The farm gerden 1s important in the
as post farm families have gardens, but some a

Work done with vegeteble production ves mostly with the
erden, Bulletins on the latest varieties, fertilisatiom,
savdust, and d1sease and insect control were distributed

Meny nice exhibits of fruit and vegetahles vere emtered
county fair,

COOPERATION WITH OTHER AGRICULTURAL AGENCIES

During the year the extension persommel ocooperated with
other a;riculturs] agencies vhich rrovided an effective means
of reaching more people.

w’o!!ﬂ&!o-i‘%&igf
w&unﬁlgo»ssggiz.?%é
reetings were attended and farmers were told of the help the
technician could give them during the year.

The Agricultural Stabilisation and Conservation
Administration wae assisted vith selecting rwractices for the
1961 A.C.P, progrem,
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SWEET PEPFER AS A CASH CROF IN 1960

Porty-tiree lee County farmers produced sweet peprer as
o cash erop in 1960, These farmers grev 53 acres of perpe:
that yielded 773 tons with an average yleld of 5.1 tons per
acre,

The gross sales amounted to $13,698.13, The farwere
roceived $11,064.18 after the coet of the plants amd trucking

oxy vere deducted,

The peprer deal started in Jamuary 1960 when Moody
Dunbar, Iimestone, Termessee called the county agent and asked
1f there were farmers in the county interested in growing sweet
pepper for him on a contruct besis., Mr, Dunbar stated t he
vould pay $50,00 rer ton for the sound red pepper deli to
his plant, and at the end of the season he would try to
same of the green pepper at §25.00 per tem,

After discussing Mr, Dunbar's proposition wvith the chair-
man of the County Agricultural Extension Service Foard and a
mmber of farmers, it was decided that steps should be taken to
invite Mr, Dunbar to the ocounty for a meeting. This meeting
was held mainly for the rurpose of letting Mr., Dunbar dlscwss
vith the farmers the rroduction of pepper and explain to them
how the erop was handled and ahout what income they ocould expect
to receive per acre, Une hundred farmers sttended this meeting.
Several farwers decided to try growing same pepper and signed
contracts before leaving the meeting.

Contracts were left at the coumty agent's office, News
aerticles vere sent to the county papers and announcements vere
made over the radlio stating that fammers interested could sign
contracts at the county agent's office, Several farmers ceme
to the office and signed contracts,

Mr, Dunbar hired Ralph Resnie, Duffield, Virginia, as a
local fieldman to help jromote the yvoduction of sweet pepper
and to weigh the pepper at the collection point in the county at
harvest time. Mr, Rasnic hed comtrcts and signed up a few
growers in his comsmundty.




Fr, Dunbar offercd to furnish the plants at $2.75 per
thousand, delivered to the county., He rocamended around
10,000 plants per acre. He stated that !e ocould furnish the
plants earlier then they could be produced in this ares in
coldfrares, All grovers agreed to let Mr, Dunbar furnish their
plants in order to get the pepper out as early as possible.

During the growing seeson ome of Mr, Dunbar's fieldwen
and the extension vorkers visited a mmber of the growers, A
fow of the growers had a 11ttle mosaic or fusarium wilt in
their pepper tut thore was no great loss from disease or imsects,

Arrangements were made to weigh and load the pepper at
the Lee Farmers Cooperative, Ine,, Jonesville, Va, This made
it possible to wse their truck scales, The peppers were welighed,
checked for quality, loaded on trailer trucks and hauled to the
plant at limestone, Tenmesses., The hsul bill frem Jonesville to
the plant amounted to $5.00 per ton, vhich was paid by the farmers,

During the harvest season Mr, Dunbar stated that the
peppers grown in Lee County were better than vhat he was getting
st other loecstions, He has sent contructs for 1961 and stated
thet he would like to comtract 200 gores in the county,

¥r, Dimbar had 1232,3 seres of Bell pepper grown under
econtrect in 1960, All the peprer vas grown in the Termessee ares
except that grown in Lee County. The average yleld ot all
locations weas 3,94 tons rer acre., He hed nine collection points
and the avernge yield of 5,1 tons per scre at Joneaville was the
highest sverese at axy locatiom. A few of %the local growere
rroduced frem # %o 11 tons ror scre, while a few others made
very lew yields,

A mmber of the farmers who grew in 1960 are
interested in producing pepper agein in 1961, Some of the farmers
have indicated they would 1ike to ineresse their acreage in 1961,
A number of farmers not growing pepper in 1960 lave indicated
interest in growing pepper next seasom. A meeting 1s planned for
early December, at which time Mr, Dunbar will mweet with the farmers
interested in producing pepper in 1961 end contrects will be avail-
sble for farmers interested.
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