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SECTION TEN
Design Analysis of the Proposed

Baptist Student Center
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Design Analysis

Several schemes for the design of a proposed Baptist Student Center
for Charlottesville were considered before the final selection was made,
The elements shown in the final design are the same as those considered
in the initial schemes. Factors that affected the design are as follows:

1. Development of the entire site to best advantage.
2. Possible combinations of functions and areas.

3. Separation of the noisy elements from the quiet elements,

Entries

The front entry is designed to allow a feeling of openness and flex-
ibility to prevail. The elements of the student center are grouped around
the entry hall, thus allowing easy accessibility to all extremes of the
building. One primary entrance to the public areas is desired in order
that some degree of control may be possible. The coat room is located
to the right of the front entrance.

A rear entrance is available to those few people who may come to

the student center in an automobile.

Office Suite
The office suite is in a good location. The Student Secretary's

office is in such a position that a person may come to it easily from
all portions of the building. From his office the Student Secretary
has good supervision of the entrance and all major elements of the
student center. A tack board for notes and notices is immediately
outside the office; this location insures that all the Baptist Student

Union members will notice the board, and that the Student Secretary has
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good proximity to the board so that he may post notices with little effort.
The second office (or counsel room) is directly off the Student Secre-

tary's office; it is in such a position that no disturbance from the other

functions in the bullding is possible. Adjacent to both offices are a

private lavatory and a coat closet.

Lounge
A person finds upon entering the student center that the lounge is

the most noticeable element of the building since the entry hall and the
lounge are separated by no physical barriers. The lounge also possesses
an open feeling because of the large amount of fenestration facing the
terrace. The lounge, in extreme cases when an excessive number of people
attend a banquet or social, may be used to accommodate the extra people
from the recreation and social room.

The character of the lounge is dictated by the informal activities
that are carried on there. Two conversational groups, one small and one
large, are formed with upholstered furniture to achieve an informal atmos-
phere. The colors of the partitions, walls, and ceiling are in light tones
while the pieces of furniture are in slightly darker colors. A planting
box in the rear of the lounge will help to maintain a fresh appearance in

the room.

Prayer Room

The prayer room is large enough for only a few people., This room is

designed to be private and to be void of the interference of other functions.
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The selection of a worship center for the prayer room is to be determined
by a committee or the Student Secretary. The room is easily accessible
from the entry hall by those who will want to come to the student center

for a few minutes of prayer.

Library
The library is planned to accommodate about 260 lineal feet of

books. The designed space allows two persons to sit comfortably in the
room and read. Few seats are furnished in the library because most peo-
ple take the books home to read rather than read them in the student

center.

Woric and Council Room
This room is to be used primarily for council meetings. A large

table is furnished so that all the members of the executlve council may
have adequate writing area. When the greater council meets, those in
charge of the committees may sit at the table and take notes while the
members of the committees sit away from the table in foldable chairs.

A work ares is included in this room for two reasons: much work-
ing area for typewriting and mimeographing is available on the large
table, and, secondly, the extra floor area may be used to set up small

tables upon which such work as cutting and painting may be done.

Recrsation and Social Room

The recreation and social room is another dual-purpose area. Ping-

pong tables and card tables are set up for use during the day and evening
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hours of the week-days. On Saturday evenings the recreational equipment
may be moved to allow adequate area for the suppers and socials.

A storage wall is provided in this room to store the ping-pong tables,
foldable chairs, tables, soft-drink cases, and other equipment. Included

on the same wall as the storage area is the concession booth.

Kitchen
The kitchen is located in such a position that it will not confliect

with the other functions of the building. Service to the kitchen is ob-
tained through the rear door; garbage may be taken through this door to
the container at the rear of the lot. When suppers are held on the ter-
race, food may be taken directly across the recreation room to the out-
side area. However, much of the food for fellowship suppers which are
held on the terrace during the summer months will be prepared on an out-
of-doors grille. The kitchen contains a refrigerator, a double sink, a

range, and a large amount of cupboard space.

Meeting Room

Two meeting areas are provided in the room. This arrangement facili-
tates (1) one small meeting in a small area, (2) a large meeting in the
whole area, and (3) two small meetings in both areas. The furniture ar-
rangements are designed for informal meetings and discussion groups. The
meeting areas are placed away from the larger elements, such as the lounge
and the recreation area, because not all the people who come to the student

center will attend a meeting which happens to be in process at the time;
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those people who do not attend the meetings will probably create various

disturbances not wanted near a vesper service or a Bible study group.

Apartment
The apartment is designed for use only by a bachelor. This solution

allows an unmarried Student Secretary to remain in the student center if
he wishes. Secondly, this solution permits two students to occupy the
rooms. A sleeping area, a living area, and bathing facilities are the
only elements in the apartment; if the occupant wishes to prepare his
meals for himself, he must go to the kitchen of the student center.
(Most bachelors eat away from their living quarters.)

As wany elements as possible denoting privacy and comfort are used.
The apartment has a private entrance from the street and a private terrace
immediately to the rear. A built-in area is provided for storage, a radio,

some bookshelves, and other built-in items.
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Analysis of Structure and Mechanical Equipment

A conventional structural system will be used. All the exterior
walls will be composed of masonry construction with four inches of face
brick and six inches of cinder block. The exterior walls will carry
loads caused by the dead and live loads on the roof. The ceilings will
be spanned by open-web Jjoists covered with a metal decking, two inches
of rigid insulation, and a top dressing of five-ply bullt-up roofing.
All the door and window openings will be spanned by steel lintels.

The student center will be heated by hot water, radiant floor pan-
els from a centrally located heating room. The system will be designed
as a one-gone layout since all the building will be used in its entirety
more times than it will be used in portions.

Domestic hot water will be provided by two heaters. The water for
the facilities in the front of the building will be heated in a tank in
the utility room; water for the kitchen will be heated by an electric

table top style water heater.
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Conclusions and Summary

At the time of this writing, Baptist Student Unions in the state of
Virginia are using old buildings that were designed for other purposes.
Most important, these buildings, in general, are not located near the
local college or school. These organizations are losing members by ua~
ing buildings that are old and that are ineffectively located. The mem-
bers of the Virginia Baptist Convention must be shown that good buildings
and good locations are necessary for the fulfillment of the purpose of
the Baptist Student Unions.

It is believed by the author of this thesis that the proposed
Baptist Student Center for Charlottesville would intensify the possi-
bilities of a greater and more complete religious education for the
students of Baptist preference at the University of Virginia. It is
also believed by the author that student centers designed for student

activities should be analyzed qualitatively and, lastly, quantitatively.
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