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Dinviddie Coonty i# loeated in Southside Virginia between the Appomattox
River on the north and the Not'oway River on the south, It lies across the
dividing 1ine between the Tideva‘er Section and the Piedmont Platesmu, which
1ine rims in a generally north-south direction with about one~third of the
county on the east in the Tidewater “ection and about two~thirds of the
county on the west in the Piedmont Plateau,

The eastern part of the county is moetly level but fairly well drained,
e prineipal soils found in this area are Norfolk, Chesterfivld, Caroline,
Atleg and Colfax, The Norfolk, Chesterfield and Caroline soils are adapted to
a vl variety of crops and it 18 on these soils vhere most of our peamuts and
flue-cured tobacco are growm in this area, Atlee is rather heavy soil and cold
natured, It is adapted to corn, sovbeans and pas‘ure, Colfax 18 poorly draine
ed soil suitable for pasture and woodland,

The ,"ia"m—*‘ Section 18 pently rolling and well dra‘ned, The prineiral
soils found in this area are Ceeil, Anpling, Durham and Worsham, Ceeil soil
is adapted to fire-eured tobacco, corn mll grain and pasture produetion

®as well as many other uses.® Appling and Durham sofls are suitable for flue-
eured tobacco and many other ere Vorsham is wet natured soil suitable for
pasture and woodland,

Therq,is a small slate areca in the south central part, exbending up to-
vard the genter of the county, in wich is found Herendon, Georgeville, Colfax
and@ppling soils, The best of these soils is Appling, Werendon and George-
ville, on which is grown flue-cured nnd fire-cured tobacco, corn, small grains
and Pasture, Colfax 18 wet natured soil,

The gounty is loeated to far north to be south, and too far south to be
north, WVith this ideal location, so far as climate is econcerned, its usual
abundant Falinfall and wide varie'y of soils as indieated above, many differ-
ent kindes of erops ean be profitably produced,

The eity of Petershurg, vith a populat! n of about 35,000 is loeated
mostly in the north-east cormer of Dinviddie County., It provides a market
for most of the producte grown in the county., Although our farmers have
acc@@to many other narkets, N

There are three main line railroads in the county, The Norfolk and Vest-
ermpailvay leaves Petersburs in a vestern direction and passes through the
entire northern rart o®the county, The Seabosrd Reilway leaves Petersburg
in a south-western direction seing almost through the center of the count;

’ T
The At) ie Coast Line leaves Petershur oing almost direetly south alo
4 J ng
the eastern margin of the county,

o cmxag‘ is served by a network of primary and secondary highways,
U, S, Mghvay No, 1, follows close® along the Seaboard Rallway and 460
follows the Prfolk and Vestern, State Mighuay No, 40 crosses the entire
sovthern border of the ecounty, Wighuay No, 141 leaves U, S, No, 1 at
Dinviddie rmning east to Carson and joins U,S, 301 in the edge of Prince
George Commty, State Mighway 38 ;mvee 460 at Sutherland poing in a north
vest @irection into Amelia Coumty, ne ean travel elose to most any point
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vithin the comty on a surfaced Swady Practienlly all unsurfaced roads have
been graveled and are considered allg@ther roads,

In view of these and m oth@ advantages not menti-ned, Dinwiddie Coumty
is a desireable place for anyone @0 ¥ive and in which to prachice diversified
agriculture,

II TYPE OF AGRTCULT'RE

Flue-cured tobacco and peanuts are the two main eash erops in the county,
In P, ve produced approximately 4400 acres of flue cured tobacco with an
o ge yield of 14.0 pounds per acre, During the same year our farmers pro=-
ducted 5400 acres of peamuls averaging 130 pounds per acre,

The production of fire-cured tobacco and cotton is definately on the
downward trend, According to the Crop Reporting “ervice, we produced only
310¢geres of fir--cured tobacco in 1951 vith an average yield of 1430 pounds
per acre, V“hile there are no figures at hand on cottem producti n, it is
estimated that about 100 acres of cotton was grown in the eounty in 1951 on
about 50 farms,

The County produced 13,500 acres of corn in 1951 vith an average yield of
44 Yushels per acre, e normally produced arcund 2600 acres of vheat average
ing ab-ut 18 bushels per acre,

Soybean producti-n is becoming an $mportant enterprise on more farme each
year, Ve are now producing about 2500 acres of th's crop for seod with an
average yield of about 19 bushels per acreg

In ad?ition to these erops mentt ﬂ.cﬂ' any Hther erops are being or emn
be produced hera,

B
Aecording to the 1950 census, the comnty income firom livestock s0ld in
1945 as §535,270 aside from poultry and dairy products, « About 61% of this
was derived from the sale of hoge and most of the remainder from cattle,

There has been a slipght increase in the number of dairy cattle and in
dalry production in recent years, Althourh there har been some change over
wm dairy to beef cattle, there are more farms producing grade A milk,

The most noticeable change has been in the production in beef cattle,
Only a few yoars ago, there was not a farm in the county that could be con=
sidered, in any sense a beef cattle farm, Today, this is an important bus-
iness on abort 5% of the farms in the county,

While produeti-n figures are not yet available on the 1952 erops, the
acreare figures are listed here as a mat' or of record, Accoding to figuree
obtained fyrom the commty P M.A, of fice, A386 acres of flue-cured tobacco
vas harvested, 300 acres of fire-cured tobacco, and 4524 acres of pearuts
from the 1952 ewop.




S8 ORCANIZATT

)} FARM BUREAU: The County Farm Pureau is the only organisation of its
kind now operating within the county, Its officere and directors are elected
anmually by its 600 members distributed well over the county, The directors
of this organisation, along with ite various commodity committees, by agree-
ment, serve as the county Board of Agriculture,

The objectives established, in comnection with this organization, was teo
increase ite membership to 600 during the year, to use its Board of Directors
and various Commodity Committees as a County Board of Agriculture and to eoo=
rdinate their astivities with the extensi'n program,

) The membership poal was realiszed early in the year, During the early fall,
the membership of about 100 members expired and apa the membership was built
®p to 600 by renewals and nev members,
@
The agent has worked closely with the Board of Direetors throughout the

year, attending all Board meetings and varticipating in opher activities of
the ciganigzation, In cooperation with this organisation, a series of comme
unity educati-nal me-tings were held at four points in the county during the
early spring, A publie relaticns tour and pienic was held during the smummer,

elvding the entire membership and business men and their wives from Petershurg,
About 1000 people participated in this nrogram vhich received wide publicity,
This organisation sponsored the covnty pasture contest and assisted the agent
matarially in ecarrying o the extension program,

DAIRY VEFD IMPROVE™NT ASSOCIATI N3 Our Dairy Herd Improvement Assoeiation
has continued to operate through the vear, We started the year with eleven
members, three of which were in the edg- of Brunswick Comty, At the present

me, there are thirteen members, four of w'ich are in adjoining comnties, At
is time 178t year there vere LL7 cous on test, At the present time there

are ’6.

It wns our objective to increase the membership to a full time job for
the supervisor, Progress has beon made toward reaching this goal but we still
Ohave hine dairies, selling grade A milk, wvhich “a'e not started testing their
cows, Members have been supplied with monthly summary reports throughout the
year, An all day dairy school was hald in the county during the month of Jane-
uvary, vith four speeialists particinating,

4=H CTUB VORKy The L-H ¢lub program has bern conducted prinmarily
R, M, Steed, Assistant Agent, who works one-half time in Dimviddie and one-half
tine " in Wotfovny Comty. Pollowing is his eontributi-m to th's reports

Thirteen 4=H clubs are organized in the three schools of the county with
178 boys carrying 212 projects, All 4= c'ub work is being conducted in the
sch under the supervision of the agente and junior 4-H leaders, Of the
thi n clubs organized ten arc junior clubs and three senior clubs with one
senior c'ub in ea¢h of the three “igh schools,

Fighty nine of the 212 projects were completed this year showing a net
pro of $1412,73 from Beef, Dairy, Wogs, Poultry and Rabbit projects and
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$1007,62 profit from corn, soybeans, tobacco and garden projeets, Sixty members
of the 112 carrying Rural Electrifieation projects wvere completed,

The ,’ﬂ Flectrifieation project was taught in each of the three schools
by 4 merbars of the senior ¢ ubs, These junior leaders were trained by the
ey Q of the Virginia Electric and Pover Company, It is believed this
project uld have been more successful if the leaders were better trained,
hovever the pover supnlies were limited in personnel and time,

TE) ¢! Paby Beef project wns introduced in the county for the first time
this year, The three members who are ecarrying this project are showing con-
siderable interest in feeding and earing for thelr animals, The beef calves
411 enter the F\aw Peof Show and sale in Petersburg next srring.

The Sears, Roebuck pig vroject which has onerated very successful in past
years was discontinued this year, The Sears projeet was -nme main way of keep-
ing and increasing the purebred stock of hogs in the county, However, the
projoet was dropped this year becanse of breeding difficulties and lack of
inter-st,

Fleven boys and one leader attended the Distriet A-H club camp at Jares-
town during July, To be eligible to attend camp the club members had to have
their recnrg' up to date or completed,

=

Over 125 L-H members, narents and friends enjoyed a recreati nal night
vhich was ¥@d in the Dinvid ie Wigh School Gymm in March, This event was
sponsored by ghe women adult leaders in the county, Al the folks, young and
old, took par¥ in play'ng garmes and grour ringing,

The members of the Mc¥e z L= clubs held a picnie at Zehmer's pond in
b ed

May, The group thoroughly er e afternoon of swimming, fishing nnd
play‘ng games, The picnie ended after all vere stuffed with hot dogs and soft
drinks, © o

F p 4=H merbers and threo leaders attended the Achievement Day which was
held in November, The boys had exhibite of field crops and seemed anxious to
have a liggstock show next year, Four of the clubs in the county provided en-
tertainment which inclided skits and group singing. After a picnic lunch,
county awards wvere presented, This was the first Achievement Day held in
Dinvid ie for severn] y-ars,

® .

At the present there iz a 4-H Council in each of the three schools,
Ho ever, plans are undervay to organize a L-H County Comeil to strengthen
the overqll A-F program in Dinviddie Comnty, 1th a county council that fim-
etions properly, the agents feel Dinviddir County wil) have more narticiration
in County, Distriet and State events alop with a hirher por cont of mroject
egmpletion,
L]

- BEEF CAT'IE: The producti-n of beof ca'tle is a new business to farmers

of this county. As stated in a previous paragrach, the producti n of beef cat'le

has become an important enterprise on about 5% of the farms, Because of the lack
L
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of experience £ 2. o f with problems new to them, including
s managsement and marketing,

The agent L the larger h“erds vaccinated against blackleg
by teach '@ sor fay how to vaccinate thelr own and by vaccinating
many of them himself, of 332 head of eattle have been vacédinated by
the agent

6

e danger of carrying nnvageinated ealves on farms was stressed at educ-

ational mee ze } t four points 1 he county during the early spring,
During the sumrer e w an outbreak of blackleg in one sectim of the
county and a circular letter was sent to all eattle producers in that area
varning them of the danger, At least twelve head of cattle were 1
different farms before all the ecattle in the area were vaccinated and the dis-
ease brought under ecomtrol, A veterinarian was ealled in to one farm and he
fidentified the disease and vaccirated a few eat'le, The agent vaccinated the
cattle on five farms in the area at that time, Most of the work %as done by
a young dairy farmer in the area who secured a syringe and the necessary
vaccine thro gh the agents office,

ost on four

© Up to the present time, the loenl demand for breeding stock and for feed-
ers in this area hoe been so strong that our producers have been able to dis-
ose of their surplus beef stock loeally, Only one farmer sold twenty-five
ealves throush the Petersburg Fecder Calf Sale this vear, /1] moducers in
the comty were erntacted and suprlied with a copy of the rules and regulat-
i'ne governing the sale and were ofTered assistonce in selecting enlves to be
entered and in preparing them for the sale,

SWTME: For many years, it has been the custom for the agent to supply
the material and to vaccinate hogs for the farmers in the coumty, although
Q‘*is vas :w‘nk‘v personal service and often required from two to four or more
trips to the same farm dur the course of the year, At one tine, some of
this kind of serviee may have been justified on the grounds that a certain
amount of mowledre and skill woe required to administer the serium-virus
vaccination, Vaecines now in general use for immmizing hogs against cholera
cary no cholera germs and all hoge are given the same dose, regnrdless of sise,

Briefly, the job of the are't is to teach farmers to do those things vhich

# they have not imown he to do themselves, Beginning something over a year aro,

the agent undertook to trach farmers how to vaecinate their own hogs, Syringes
and vaecne has been ordered and suprlied to them at cost,

®® During 1951, a total 3524 ¥ vere vaccinated on 246 farms, Only 1864
hoge have dDesn vaecinated by the agent during the past year on 123 farms, A
sonsiderable number of these wvere vaccinated wvhile teaching farmers how %o do
the job, In vaccinating the number of hoges showmn above, the agent has used
materinl costing $913,91, Over the ea eriod of time, vaccine costin
$1457,11 was furnished the farmers, at cost, for use on 120 farms,

producing fire cured tobacce, and the
acreare be‘ng produced, is decreasing, Avvroximately two-thirds of the frrme
-
A4
a. e




in the eovnty are now produe'ng flue-cured tobacce, Marketing quotas are

only restraining factor in contrelling nrodueti n of th's eron wmier the

present price situat « Apparently our farmers keep well posted on best

produeti-n proctices, includ ‘'ng most desireable varieties., Our average county
yield in 1951 of 1470 pounds per acre wns eonsiderably higher than any of the
adjoin'ng counties, Their main concern 1s disease control, especially black
shan' and root ot. o

Oup grovers have been advised as to the value of resistant varieties and
erop rotati-n in trolling these diseases, through educa‘irnel meetings,
circular letters and news it

Black shank 41 y mich dama-e during the past vear as it 414 in
1951, however root Imot was equally as bad, if not worse, Most farmers rea-
lise that erop rotation is the most satisfactory solutirm to both of these,
Those who have suitahle land available are now practieing a two, thre- or even
a four vear rota‘irn and are get'ing ro-d resulte, Many farmers who 414 not
tave suitable Tand available are clean‘ng up new land, with the use of heavy
equipment, and are establishing rotatiens,

Aprroxi--tely twenty farm ave be'n supplied with plans for construeting
modern tobacco barns during ¢’ e past year and even more have been supplied
ith plans showing how to construet Oxford type ventilators, There avpears
to be room for much imrrovement in barns being used for ecuring purposes,

CORNy It wns felt that the ave age corn yield, of about 45 bushels per
acre, had been increased ‘o a respectable figuwre. Experiment Station results

o performance of recommended hybrids vere givem wide publicity, Fo att-
et was made ¢ rganigze a corn c¢'ub, as had been done in the part, As it
8o happened, this was a pood ar not to have a c'ub on account of the hot
dry weather, wvhich brought our average yield, probably, below 20 bushels per
acre,

PAS"TRE: Because increased interest in livestock produeti n and

the inereased numt of livestock in the commty, high priority vas given to

pasture improvement during the past year, vith emphasis on management,

A pasture club wa rennized 1 county in the fall of ]Qm. with 25
nemt enrolled, e member-hip of ub wvas increased to 28 in the late
fall of 1951, A pasture improvement c ert was sponsored within the comty
by the Farm Puresu, They contributed £50 to be used as prise mon

To stimulate interest in pastire development in the Petersburg area
Petersburg Cramber of Commerce, through 1ts Agrieultwral Committee, sponsored
a contest between Dimwdddie, Chest-rfield, Prince Ceorge and Sussex Co nties,
of fering a Bar-be-cue rupper to al]l members enrolled in Pastupe Clubs and a

silver cup to the comty de - » best lob in pasture develorment,

3ince Dinvidiie Coun'y had alrea’y worked t a set of rules and regul-
atiors, gover g the 4thin the county, and a score ecard to be used
in judging ras‘ures on farms, these rulee and regulat! ne and the
score ecard war adopted 1 in the four eounty area, In order to give &n
mderstan’ing o vhat wvas attampted, the rul and regulati-ns and the score
card is ing od hareviths

9




The objeetives of this c'ub are (1) To rrovide adequate pasture on each farm
for the livestock now on the farm and (?) To i-crease the acreage of improved
pasture and the mmber of head of livestock on each fayrm as rapidly as economie
conditi ne and good farming rractices will justify, Any prises offered vill de

@ secondary {mportance. folloving rules and regulati-me will arply:

Any former owming, ing ' ing Tand hin the boundaries of the
coomty 18 eligible ¢ " ) g ie County Pasture Club,

Enrollment will be 4 v licati-n including a deseripti-n of
the location of the farm,

in the uhb 117 automaties y become memberes of the
Virginia Pastur~ @lub and may qualify for a certificate imsued by this
organisation,

Farmers wvho enro!

he pas' re must be a mixtur f prosces ad legumes that wil' provide
graging for ne animal unit or acre for the equivalent of at least 200
days on at least 5% of the oren land on the farm, or one acre, whichever
is larger. (For hogs or oultry, it may be composed of legumes only),

Judging wil) be done by a team of two disinterested persons, ineluding at

least one person trained in technical agriculture, by use of a score eard

prevared for this purpose, Individual seores wil! be averaged and ad just-
od for the final score,

Judging will be done between March 15 and April 20, 1952, and al)] farme
vill be judged within as short a time as possible af' er it is started,

While it is sugrested that earefn] concideration be given to seed mixtures,
lime requirements and fertilizati-n practices recommended by experinemt
stat‘ons and the Agronomy Department of the VPI Extension Serviece, the
amount or kind of seed, ferti)izer and lime used will not be considered in

’
the score, - only the visible results obtained,
A1l applications for entry must be made by November %0, 1941,
¥oney or commodities offered for prises vill be divided into six places,

All pasture land used in the grasing system may be considered by the juiges,
regatdlass of wvhen it wvar se ded, ~rovided 1t qualifies undeor rule 4 above,

Parmers vho enrolled last year, are considered as mesbers and are eligible
to compete for any ad’iti-mnal prises offered, Thay should cénsider sugrest-
ions offered to them, alor ith their final report, for imrrovemonts,

Pastures should not be overgrased, vhile on the other hand it should be used
® capacity in order to rece’ve maximm returns on investments made. An
"insurande area" seeded to orchard grass and lespedesa or a supplementary
pasture of sudan gress and soybeans, vhich may be used for pas‘ure or for
hay if not neede’ for sture, shonld be provided, While this is not a
rule, 1t wil]l be given consideration in the farm seore,




Stand of desirable grosse lemee ard
apparent grasing capacity of area involved,
-
# . .
Acreda-e adequate t6 provide continueou asture

during normal season for l'vestock on the farm
for a period of 200 apvse,

Acreage sufficient for nige of farm and farming
rogram,® (5% of open land or 1 acre whichever is
larger),

Provifiom for rotated grazing,

er land utilisation - Steep, rourh or poorly
ined 1and not suitable for cultivated crons

been used,

Proper care with respeet to clipning, liming,

fertilisati n and overgrasing, from aprearance,

Pasture being Mully utalized to as
returns on investment,

Proverly fenced; water available and convenient
! .

Provisions for catehing, serarating and loading
gtoek or for milking and bandling milk on dairy
farms,

PPovieions for "insurance” or supplinentary
pasture,
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Each farm enrolled in ~ur county contest was visited dvr'ng the last
tve weeks of ‘""'1, by a team of twe men and the pasture, together with the
pasture system, wns careful’y scored, In addition to seoring the farm,
certain othar informati ves collected, vhich included; acres in form, acres
of improved pas e, acres of unimproved rasture, open land, and a survey of
the kind and mmber of “ead of livestock on the farm, Tis informatirn was
wed a8 & basis upon vhich the final seore for the frm was determined,

A sumrary of the above Informatin indicated that on the 08 farms en-
rolled, the fa me contained 22780 mcres of land, they had 2470 scres of
improved pasture, 964 acres of wmimproved pasture, 2795 seres of eropland,
owned 195 head of mules and horses, 1569 head of beof cat'le, 1149 heed of
dairy cattle and 3210 head of hogs,

G . roon, Associate Extension Agronomist, J, V, Rogers, District

Agent and Ro ert Ritel renresent the Chamber of Commerce, did the judg-

ing between the count « They d4d an excellent job, so far as ean be deter-
mindd, because Dinvis nty von the silver cup,

’

“ut of the mberes enrolled i1n the ut, f1 qualified for and were issued

Pasture b,

certificatesr from the Vire

The agent feels that the pasture program has accomplished much toward
the objective established, Special recognition is given to R, M, Hitchie,
Vetoran Instrueter, vho pave considerable time in developing the program
and asoisting with the judging, Carl §, Oregory, f-11 Conservation Tech-
nitin and J, E handler, Alde in “oi] Conrervatiom, coorerated fully in

the rrogram,
VI

rly part of May, i n demonstrati was arranged

eounty in erovera 1*h our Agrieultural Engineering

of the comranies irrirati-n eauipment, Abovt

ed the demonstra 3 wvhich m1)d interest was syﬂm.

t of this, "ne farmer ine od a system and irrigated about

five aecres of pasture and three acres corn, Because of the dry seasom,
eonsiderable interest hae develored in irrigation since that time, /bout
seventy five farmers have structed farm fish ponds in reecent years,
These, together vi‘h the natural water supplies, offer rood possibilities
for 3r.1rﬂ ion systems on many farms,

In an attempt to reorgrnise the o y office, our files have been
revorked recently and set up according to a system recommended, The job
has hot been gntirely completed but a place g been provided to stope in-
formati nal material wvhere 1t enn be located and preserved for future re-
feronee,

Y VII C

An qtuation of a vea rk is diffieult to make. It ip¢ evident
*ihat there fa @lwaye =ich roam for imrrovement over vhat has been accomp—
lishg), ™4 Wede 1s a dogroe of satisfact! in seing results from




efforts made, Pasture improvement was given major emphasis during the
year, but at times the arent was reminded of the following quotation by
John James Ingalls, "Crass bears no blazonry of bloom to charm the semses
vith fragrance or splendor but its homely hue is more enchanting than the
11ly or the rose, It yields no fyruit in earth or air and yet, should its
arvest fail for a single year, famine wvould depopulate the earth",

N o0 &®™ o fecling of satisfaction that something was being accompe
lished vMen e job of judging pastures was completed the firet of May and
moving that oww eorn ylelds had been increased fyrom less than 20 bushels
per agre to over 5 bushels in recent year But the hot dry weather dure
ing the mummer parched our pas‘ure fields and sealded the corn.

3

These condit! ns ms | ore evident that the job vas not yet dome,
some provisi-n muet mad 0 ov o th adverse conditions, vhich
‘n*;-‘.- occured in the pas n | o n the future,

L




COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK IN AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS
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SUGGESTIONS RELATIVE TO THE PREPARATION OF THE COUNTY EXTENSION
AGENT'S ANNUAL REPORT

Six good reasons may be listed as to why an extension worker should prepare & comprehensive annual
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GENERAL ACTIVITIES—Continued

SUMMARY OF EXTENSION INFLUENCE THHS YEAR




ATENSION ORGANIZATION AND PLANNING
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CROP PRODUCTION (other than for family foed supply.—See page 11, column (a) and items 115 (<), (1) through (6))

comr

Number of farmen

CK PRODUCTION kan for family food supply.—See p ’ a) and ftems 115(c). (1) through (8))

ander wildlife .




IVATION OF NAT RESOURCES




FARM MANAGEMENT

AGRICULTURI




MARKETING AND DIs




HOUSING, FARMSTEAD IMPROVEMENT, AND EQUIPMENT

The house, furnish

The House, Furnishings, and Surroundings - Continved




NUTRITION AND HEALTH




CLOTHING, FAMILY ECONOMICS, PARENT EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY LIFE
Home mans, ¥ rola

21

3
4
246

es —Continued

Clothing and Text

: 135"

Home Management —Family Economics—Continued

s assisted th o
/¢

1e-manager /73

me Accounts =

nancial plannir A 1 F

Family Relationship Id Development—{Continued

roving
ving expenses

tn

In developing ’
menns of suppleme
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