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TIii CINIRAL SITUATION IN TIii CITY or IIEWPOllT Nll/S 

The City of liewport ewa 1a de up of en area of 67 aquare ■ilea and 

include• what waa formerly Warwick County, in addit ion to th old ■etro

politan ar ea of evport awa. It ia an odd 1hapad land area, 20 ■11•• 

in lanath and varyi 1-4 ■ilea in width, located on the atrip of what 

ia called the Creat Peninaula. It it bounded by Maapton loada to the 

aouth, the J-• liver to the veat, J-• City County to the north, and 

York County and the City of H-pton to the eaat. 

Th• city la governed by a City Hanaaar - City Council end haa thin tu 

border• the heevleat concentration of induatry and ■ilitary baa•• found 

in Vir&inia. lhippi and ah1pbuild1 provide e■ploy■ent for ■ore than 

15,000 people and, in addltlon to th•••• there ere aeveral thouaand ■ore 

anaaged in related activiti•• of oyaterina, crabbin, fiahlna, and other 

type• of e■pl~nt cloaely auociated with veter. Th• r_.inina vorklna 

population la• ad ln providtna contractual and retaillna aervicaa aa 

naadad to provide food, clothlna, and ahaltar for the raaidanta ln the 

area . 

The extanaion offlc• 1• conveniently located epproxi■ately ■id-way, both 

a•oaraphically end population vi••· The white raaidanta of old ■atro

politan liavport Neva and thoaa of rapidly developina Upper Warwick have 

little cc-.n interut. 

ror extenaioa plannin purpoaea, the entire area ia conaidared urban. The 

population la approxi■ately 120,000 with 34-36~ ne ro. Thla laavaa ua 

vlth a cliantela of approxi■ately 15,000 white f ill•• vith 

- l -



Per caplta incoaa for avport .... $1,618 

State. 1,472 

U.S.A. l, 758 

Houaahold incoaa for avport Nava 6,107 

State • 5,709 

U.S.A. 6,005 

The area ia cluHd u a hi&b coat-of-llvl •r•• na"t hl&but ln t 

country, with aabinaton ratina top•. But vaa••• •"capt for civil ••r

vlce and prof•••lonal, are ralatlvely lov. 

Schools are adequate and eddltlonal faclll • are added•• needed to 

-•t cha tna population trend•. Tbi1 pa1t year the telephone 1y1te• 

ha• been raoraaniaad ao that all raaldant1 of tha city are reach d froa 

tha office vithout toll char&•· Thie ia • bl& advantqa •• tba aaent 

can nov u1e the telephone for vhat fo.-..rly nece1aitated a hoee vlalt. 

Electric 1arvice and aithar natural or bottled a•• i• IIV&ilable. Hoat 

area, nov are 1erviced by clty water and aanitary aavar1. All road• 

are hard aurface .,.cept tho•• within• few navly develop d houal 

proJacu. 

The health and -dical care ha1 becoae aore efficient in the pelt few 

year,. lncreeaftd fecilitie1 ere available, and• n- bo1pital, which 

will acc-.lac. 306 pathnu, ii in the plannl 1tage with con1truction 

u pected to begin within ~ha neat two yeer1 and c0111pletion ach duled for 

the neat 3 - 5 year,. 

Th re are four lara•, and a varal aullar, 1hoppi center,. all of 

vtilch have on or aora 1uper.arketa, located at ■ trataaic point ■ theou b

out the city. 
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There 1• a city departaent of lacreation and Park■ vllicb coordinata ■ 

city racreation, a■ -11 a■ furni■hina ■upervi■■d racreation at th■ city 

racraation buildina and operatina t"° awia■iDI pool ■, 

There ara available to tha ,outh on th■ Penin ■ula uny opportunitla■ to 

becoaa involved in actlvitla■ of Cub■, lrovniea, Girl and loy Scout ■, 

YM and YWCA progr ... , loye' and Girll' Club,, and wall rounded church 

and ■cbool proarama. 

The ricultural ■ ituation ln th• Clty of Newport ••• l■ perhap ■ unique 

in tha State of Virslnia. Th• open land ha■ ■n apprai■ed value in axe•■• 

of $2,000 per acre end 1 ■ in arut d ... nd for hou■ina ■ itu, with indi

vidual lot ■ 100 x 150 feet brtnaing an av r•a• of $6,000, with price ■ of 

$10,000 - $15,000 bei C'-Dnplaca in 110ra da ■ irabla area ■ • Lot ■ over-

looki tha river are vary ecarca and d-nd pricH up to 935,000. 

Tax•• are bisb, when co.pared to ■ trictly rural localitie■, which place ■ 

an additional handicap on our faraer ■ who are trying to coapete with 

other area■ , Th•r• i ■ a sreat c01■patition for labor, and the pr■vailina 

w■a• ■cale uk■■ it ell but lapn■■ible for local far .. r ■ to find halp 

willing to work the nece■■ary hour ■ at a waa■ the fa.-..r can afford. Per

h■ p■ thi■ 1■ the rea■on that our 40 r-inina fara■ are 110■ tly faally 

operated unit ■ that have becoaa vary efficient and intan■ ifled. 

Tbrae hishvay ■ parallel each other the entire length of th• city and have 

cut our r-ining lara• feraa into -■ 11 ■action■ which are i ■olated fr011 

each othar, and tha haavy city traffic uk•• it both da arou ■ and tiu

con1 .. 1na for liva ■tock, -n, or equl.,..nt to ■■fely IIOY■ fro. on area to 

the other. Piv• fara■ were ■ubdivided durina the year 1959, and indic1tion1 

are that 110re are to follow thi■ ■- pattern in the near future. 



an now PlAII ,ca 1960 

The eaten1 ion plan of work for the City of Newport New, waa developed 

thrO\l&h etina• and conference, vith c.-itt••• and individual• who 

are uaina the VPI ricultural latenaion Service to enable th- to fara 

aore profitably and non-fa..-ra to derive aore plaaaura fr011 their h011ea, 

lavna, and 1ardena, 

Th• 1roupa included ere : 

City ricultural lateuion Plannina Boerd 

Verioua City Depertaentl 

Peoinaula Dairy Kerd Iaprov-nt A11ocietion 

Artificial Breeden' Aaaocietioo 

4-K City Council and 4-K Club■ 

Tri 4-K Fair 

4-H Leader•' 0r1aniaation 

J-■tovn 4-K c-p 

Koae Deaonatration Club• 

Colonial Soil Coneervation Diatrict 

Lover P~ninaula Aaricultural latenaion School 

Tidewater Beekeeper■ ' Aaaocietion 

Paninaula labbit Breeder•' Aaaocietion 

ASC Co.aittu 

Cbaaber of c.-rce 

Dovntovn Marchant•' Anocietion 

Federation of Woaen'• Club• 

Federation of Garden Club• 

Boy Scout ■ of Aaarica 
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Parkviev Civic Laaaua 

DepartMnt of Public School• 

Floriata' Aaaociation 

raraera H«.. Adainiatration 



D1'1llYI G 

1luu1tlon -

There were 9 active dair1•• vithln th• city et the beainnln& of 19S9, 

vitb tbe entire ■llk production being urketed locally throuah a coop

eretl••• Two of the•• herd• u,,e auccuabed to the attractive real 

eatate -rket, and thera are active dairiea here et tbia tl.■e. Th••• 

dair,-n are very receptive to extenaion •uaa••tiona eod all are, at the 

preaent tia, uolng artificial breeding, Six dairl•• are on DIIIA teating, 

vbil• the one lara• dairy NII ito own taot1 procedure. 

All of the•• dairleo have at leaot 10 ■ontho of contlnuoua ra11n each 

yaar. Soae are aending their calve• aod dry cova to araao vith cheaper 

overhead. Many are bri ing y and other bulkY euentlab fro■ ■ore 

rural aourcaa. In -ny Lnatancao, dual, and even triple, crop& are balna 

arovn on the•- land each year in an effort to aacura aa ■uch lnco■a •• 

poaalbla fro■ tha ll■ Lted laod available, 

Dairy production avar•a•• era blah, with one of our harda Nivina the hLah

aat aver•&• Ln th otata for the year 19S8. 

Objactivu -

(1) Iner•••• efficiency of production throuah laraer uaa of rouaha ••· 

a. U1Lnc fertlliaer baaed on aoil analyaia and naedo of crop. 

b, U•• of oata, clover, alfalfa, and aurplua paotura for aprina 

allaga. 
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Dairyi • cont'd. 

(2) Aaaiat Colony Cooperative and other, in directina aore ■ilk 

into fluid conauaption. 

(3) lncour•&• the artificial breedin& proar 

(4) Aa11at DtlIA 1upervi1or, 

Natboda • 

(1) Hold one-day dairy achool conducted by Dairy end Econo■ ica 

ap ciallata tro■ VPI. 

(2) Put on at lea1t 2 earicultural pr oar ... on dairyi Jointly 

with Ja-• City, 

(3) Take infor■ation to tar.era by t1-ly viaita, nave article■, 

and letten. 

(4) lntora non-tara 1roup1 ot dairy tar■ara' probl-•. 

(5) Cooperate with artificial braedin& technician by infor■in& 

liveatock ovnera ot bia aervicea end helpi hia overco■e 

any probl..,. , 

(6) Plan a dairy tour durin& a.-r to••• how our nai&hbora are 

providin& a.-r pe1ture and all•&•· 

(7) To create a better underatandina bet an th DIIIA auperviaor 

and th• ■ er ■• 

(8) Encouraae DIIIA -b•r• to utili&e their herdbook to greater 

advanta&•· 

(9) Encourage DffIA 

ay ■t-. 

ban to uaa "l!!DPII" • alectronlc record• 
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POULnY 

litu.tiOD • 

Newport Neva 1a in a deficient aituation in ra9arda to poultry and 

•u•, with aoat of tha eas• produced locally bains -rlteted locally 

and u.,..lly directly to the cona1aer. Rowver, with th incnaaed 

--.,haaia on quality •Bl• and th quality of• a available in th 

local retail .. rkat1 iaprovi a t eatly vtiil• th price apraad ha1 

been decrea1i , aeveral of our laraer producer, are 1howina lntere1t 

in affiliation with a lar&• • .. rltatina facility in order to inaure 

a reliable .. rkat outlet for th ir product. 

Obj ctiv a • 

(1) Placa aore eaphaata on loveri production coata. 

(2) Encourage the uae of better bra da of layera. 

(3) Encourage even year round production , 

(4) 

(5) 

ncourage cand li of •&I• and better holdina facilltl••· 

ncourage roadeide or on the !era outlata for •I a end dre11ed 

poultry vh re applicable. 

(6) Dlacourqa th extr-ly a 11 op rator fro. entarin thla 

highly co.rp tltlve field. 

Kethoda • 

(l) Attend the Tidewater Area Poultry chool, 

(2) Attend poultry proar- of J-• City Agricultural Board. 

(3) Maka ti. ly viaitl. 

(4) Work with apecialiau froa VPI to 1-prov prac tice ■• 

(5) Keep poultry.en info d throuah lettera and neva article•. 

(6) lncouraga attendance at c-rclal poultry etina1. 

(7) lncouraae 4-H poultry exhibita at th• Tri 4-H Fair & Atlantic Rural 

E aition. 



OKY 

Situation • 

With the a.caption of aoybeena, crop• produced in th City of ewport 

eva are con• d there. l!uch of the land ia in ladino, graaa, or 

alfalfa and graaa ■ixturea for paaturea and hay. Corn, amall araina, 

and auden for hay and ail•&• ■ak• up the raat except for th a■all aoy• 

bean acr•aa• grovn for retail rkat ■• Ko■ t of the paaturaa d atroyed 

by the extr ... drought of tha pelt year ■ have been raaaaded and ara pro• 

ducing nor.ally. 

Objectivu • 

(1) Proper fertilisation baaed on aoil taata. 

(2) larly planti and early varietiaa aa drought inaurance. 

(3) llore -pbaai■ on winter and ■uppl-ntal paaturaa. 

(4) Control alfalfa weevil aa raco-ended. 

(5) Saad cover crop■ on corn land . 

(6) Introduce r•c-nded varietiea of all cropa. 

(7) Secura chick weed control. 

Mathoda · 

(l) Praaent ti■ely agrono■y topic• at two ricultural acbool ■eetinga. 

(2) Di■ tribute inforaation on rac-nd d aaed varietiea. 

(3) Contact aeed and aupply daalar ■ and encourage th- to atock 

rec-nded variatiaa and product•. 

(4) Encourage fanoera to attend area a ronocy achool. 

(5) Chack alfalfa field• for appearance of th• alfalfa weevil and 

adviaa control• aa d•-d necaaaary • 
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HOHi GROUNDS AIID HOHi GAllDENS 

Situation -

evport New1, particularly the old upper Warwick area, i1 an area 

devalopina rapidly with -ny new faailia1. Hoot of tha1e people 1ettlad 

hara bacau11 thara wa1 aora rooa available and becau1e of tha de1ire to 

hava beautiful lavn1, traa1, 1hrubbary, and occa1lonally a veaetabla 

aardan. Tha -jority ot tha1a paopla bna not -d b01111 bafora and 

ara novice, in tha field of horticulture. Thara ii -ch d nd on thil 

aa•nt'1 tiaa by people with a 1incere de1ira to improve tha phy1ical 

appearance of their property. Th••• people are appreciative of our edu

cational effort• and, for the ao1t part, follow rec.- nd1tion1 to the 

latter. Thi1 wa1 1hovn very clearly by the cooperation of the 40 Homa 

o..on&tration Club1, the 26 Carden Club1, and the 6 Woman'• Club• in the 

conductina of tha local Carden Clinic juat coeplated for the 1econd tiae 

in thi1 area. Thi1 cooperation 11, I think, indicative of the increa1ina 

d11ire for civic beautification in thi1 area. 

Objactivu -

(1) laprove th• appearance of individual h01111it11. 

(2) ll'rot ct plantl I fr011 inaecu and di1111u. 

(3) laprov• production and quality of 1arden veaetabl••· 

(4) Kake available reaaarch data a, r•c-nded. 

(5) To iaprove 1011 condition, . 

(6) To ancoura • u•• of the A&rlcultural lxperiaant Station, at 

Holland and Norfolk. 

(7) To work with the Depert-nt of Parka in th 11tabli11-nt of a 

nev city park. 
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Hoae Crounda and HOM Cardena· cont'd, 

Kathoda -

(1) old leader trainl113 -•tl a for Hoae O..Onatretlon cluba, 

(2) Conduct• local Carden Clinic ualna apeciallata froa tbe 

Horticultural Departaant of VPI and Norfolk Truck Exper1-nt 

Station, end local nuraeryaen aa raaource people, 

(3) llold prunina deaionatrationa over city area, 

(4) Uae t1-ly info~tion in bi--nthly col_, in Sunday paper, 

(5) Kake talk• to Carden and Civic Cluba. 

(6) Will hold Leader Trainina -•tin&• for Peninaula Scout Council. 

(7) Cooperate with local nuraery.an and •••d and aupply dealer• in 

conductin& • local horticultural clinic, 

(8) Provide aoil teatina aervice and adv ice on fartlli&in& lawn• 

and aardena, 

(9) Maintain adequate aupply of raference teriel for diatributioo, 

(10) lncouraa• tha uae of inaecticidea to control aruba on lawn areaa. 

(11) lncouraa• an effectiv apray proar• for tha i- arounda, 

(12) lncouraa• the uae of rec-nded varietiea of all planta, 
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nun nooucn 

Situation -

Durlna the paat year, c-rcial frvit arowra in the City of Newport eva 

have t akan even a vorae beetina than da1r,-n at the ban.de of realtora. 

Six of tha -Jor}iaach orchard• are now aubdiviaiona, and t of the 

r-inina 4 orchard• ahow indicationa of followi 

the neat 18 -,ntha. 

the•- rout• vlthin 

The hiah yiald of fruit par tree, uaually S to 7 buahala of peach•• on th 

avarqe, aod the aacallent pricea received by local producer• have da lt 

poaaible to have very profitable fruit production in thia area. Th• water 

on 3 aldu a reduced froat d-1• to a ■ini.auo, and, wre it not for 

raaidantial real aatate praaaurea, fruit production in thia area would 

probably continue very aatiafactorily. Hovavar, at the praaant ti-, 

there 1• very little 11kal1hood of continuation on• c.-rcial baaia. 

Objectivu -

(1) laprove ylald of frulta. 

(2) laprova quality of fruit / 

(3) Develop -rkatlna opportunitiea. 

(4) Develop better prunina ■ethoda. 

(S) Develop -,ra tiaaly ■pray achadulaa. 

Mathoda -

(1) Iner•••• attendance at the Area Fruit School. 

(2) Pan on rltati lnfor■ation. 

(3) P••• on apray lnfor■ation. 
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Fnllt Production - cont 'd. 

(4) P••• on variatal lnfo,,_tlon, 

(5) Rold prunina dnonatratioo. 

(6) Halp with local retail urkat1na. 
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LIVESTOCK 

At the preeent tia, there 1• not •nO\l&h intereet in liveetock to 

juatify any proar- except individual help for the 2 or 3 liveatoc:k 

owner• in the city. Tble doe• not include Dairy. 

IDD!PDiC 

Intereet lo beekeepl in Tidewater Vlralnia baa lncraaaed to the point 

vhera epecl&l atteotlon by tba aa•nt le warranted. It le the intention 

of thle aaent to continue offari •••iatance to thi• aroup whenever 

poulbla. Thh a ant plana to -

(1) Aaal,t wlth 4 1eaeonal beakaapina Matins• 

(2) lncourag• attendance at the State leekeepi ••tin 

(3) lncour•&• attendance at th Inetltut• of ural Affair• 

(4) UH tia&ly nave articlu 
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4-H CLUIS 

Situation -

All 4-B Cluba ■ et out of achool, tvica ■onthly. rh -etln&• are 

conducted by leader•, with the •a•nt attendin only• few t1-a yearly. 

Thare ia a atro a lrla' pro ru, but• weak boya' proaru due ■oatly, 

I think, to th lack of apace for •arlcultural projecta. 

A aurvey vaa -d• of 4 of the 17 city acboola. Children in 5th and 

ar•d•• were cont• tad, and raaulta indicated that 850 dealr d to join 

4-H H aoon u lead ra era aval lab la. 

Objectlvu -

(1) To plan and put in affect a 4-H proaru that would -•t th 

ne da of ·evport va boya and airla of aach aa• aroup 

(2) Plan and adapt projecta that -•t the needa of an urban 

aituation 

Method• -

(l) Work with niatl cluba to develop en lntereatina end 

inatructlve proar-. 

a. lncouraa• participation by the ■-■l>era 

b. lach ■-■bar a••- ao■e reaponaibility for th club proara■ 

c. Ti■aly vlalta to inaure aucceaaful projecta 

d. lnliat cooperation and aupport of parent• 

(2) Atte■pt to enliat leader• for additlonel cluba fro■ church 

and civic aroupa 

()) 8ftc ura a ltonor Club 

a. Develop lad rahlp by bavl each para n accept reap al• 

bility for ao■e phaaa of club work and alv ti- aaaiatanca 

- 15 -



4-H Cl•b• cont'd. 

only u n ded. 

b. Plen activitiaa which will appeal to tbia older aroup and 

contribute to their character and peraonality 

(4) Continua to r aly on cooperation fro. the Area All-Star• and 

aiva th• reco nition for thair accoapliat.ant1. 

(S) Hold aMual 4-H picnic 

(6) Er,couraga attendar,ce at Short Cour•• 

(7) Hold Tri 4-H Pair 

(8) Hold Achi•v-nt Day 

(9) lncoura a a aound recreational proar• 

(10) Plan a 4-H trip 
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l!'AIK AHO ll<Hl DIVELOPHI r Pl :llAH 

At the pr•••nt tiae there er• 3 f-ilie1 enrolled in our fan, and hoea 

developaant proar Two of th••• are poultrym n vho have been aovlna 

a lara• portion of their •u• throuah ■ilitery outlet• which ere now 

belna clo1ed to th-. Thl• qent 11 pr11ently he l pin& vlth the 11t1b

ll1laent of a new -rkatlna outlet throuah the local ■ilk rout•• with 

the hope that it will alleviate the 1ituation. 

Th• third fully i1 our one r-inina a•naral fana which 11 dependina 

on poultry and crop1 for• livelihood. Thi• faaily operation 11 very 

aff1c1ent, thou h al.ao1t too •aa•r to adopt unproven idea,. 
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A•• repreaentetive ot Virainia Polytachnic lnatitute in thia urban 

c-nity, it 1• the opinion ot thi• e ent that the Extenaion Service 

cen render• val.,.ble aervice to variou1 1roup• and individual ■ in 

thl• locality. Many •naa-nt, .. rketi , 1■rdenl , land1capi 

and alacellaneoua probl-■ arlae when 1nforaat1on and advice fro. a 

diaintere~ted authority 1• ao1t velcoaa. 

Alt h there 1a very little d ... nd tor l oll Conaervetion or 

cultural Stabliaetion Conaervation work in the city, th1• ant will 

conti- to work very cloaely with theae tvo aaenciea in the hope thet 

ba can keep tbair aiaa and aoala before thia urban population. 
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