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Why the Focus on Workplace Readiness and 
Employability Skills?

“Employees who have the underlying 
durable skills can be taught and retaught 
job skills more easily as needs, jobs, and 
careers change over time.”

However, research suggests durable 
skills, such as soft skills, are “more 
difficult to train for and are not easily 
assessed.”

(D2L, 2019, p. 4). The future of skills: In the age of the 4th industrial revolution. https://www.d2l.com/future-of-work/
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Welcome & Overview

1. Intro to Skills & Badging 

2. Earn a Digital Learning Badge

3. Explore AWT4CL Badge 
Resources

4. Identify Next Steps 
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Critical Growth Areas for Students Today
Full report: From Academia to the Workforce: Critical Growth Areas for Students Today 
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https://www.aplu.org/library/from-academia-to-the-workforce-critical-growth-areas-for-students-today/file
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Intro to Discussion of Digital Badges

APLU
Critical Growth Areas

Digital BadgingPDSA
(Badging and Canvas)

What’s Next?
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AWT4CL Digital Learning Badge Resources 
(bit.ly/AWT4CLLearningBadges)
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AWT4CL Digital Learning Badge Resources
Example Email (https://bit.ly/AWT4CL-ExampleEmail)
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Activity: Displaying Badges (on LinkedIn)

In a few steps, badges can be shared from the badgr backpack to various social media platforms. 

Step 1:
Choose Share

Caption: Screenshot of an earned 
learning badge for Communicating 
Effectively on a LinkedIn Profile

Step 3: 
Add to Profile

Step 4: 
Choose Save

Step 2: 
Choose Social
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https://bit.ly/AWT4CLLearningBadges
https://bit.ly/AWT4CL-ExampleEmail
https://bit.ly/AWT4CL-ExampleEmail
https://bit.ly/AWT4CL-ExampleEmail
https://badgr.com/backpack/badges
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jamacoartney/
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How Might You Integrate a Particular Skill & Badge?

● Select one of the 11 APLU employability skills
● Review related resources (i.e. suggested curricula/activities)
● Identify how you might adapt ideas for your own use
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Further Exploration with Digital Badges?

APLU
Critical Growth Areas

Digital Badging
with Canvas

PDSA 
(Badging and Canvas)

What’s Next?
What’s your “I plan to” statement?

My Contact Info:
Jama Coartney 
Jama@vt.edu

Text: 434-989-8669
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The End!
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