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Abstract 
 

Reinforced cylindrical shells are used in numerous industries; common examples include 
undersea vehicles and industrial piping. Current models typically incorporate approximate 
theories to determine shell behavior, which have limitations in terms of both thickness and 
frequency. In addition, many applications feature coatings on the shell surface that normally have 
thicknesses which must also be considered. To increase the fidelity of such systems, this work 
develops an analytical model of an elastic cylindrical shell featuring periodically spaced ring 
stiffeners with an acoustic coating applied to the outer surface. There is an external fluid 
environment. Beginning with the equations of elasticity for a solid, spatial-domain displacement 
field solutions are produced incorporating unknown wave propagation coefficients. These fields 
are used to determine stresses at the boundaries of the shell and coating, which are then coupled 
with stresses from the stiffeners and fluid. The stress boundary conditions contain double-index 
infinite summations, which are decoupled, truncated, and recombined into a global matrix 
equation. The solution to this global equation results in the displacement responses of the system 
as well as the scattered pressure field. Two distinct loadings are considered: a ring loading and 
an incident acoustic wave. Thin-shell reference models are used for validation, and the acoustic 
response of the system is examined. It is shown that the reinforcing ribs and acoustic coating 
have a considerable effect on system behavior. 
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General Audience Abstract 
 

Reinforced cylindrical shells are used in numerous industries; common examples include 
undersea vehicles and industrial piping. Current models typically incorporate approximate 
theories to determine shell behavior, which have limitations in terms of both thickness and 
frequency. In addition, many applications feature coatings on the shell surface that normally have 
thicknesses which must also be considered. To increase the fidelity of such systems, this work 
develops an analytical model of an elastic cylindrical shell featuring periodically spaced ring 
stiffeners with an acoustic coating applied to the outer surface. There is an external fluid 
environment. Beginning with elastic equations of motion for a solid, the displacements of the 
system can be found. These displacements are used to determine stresses at the boundaries of 
the shell and coating, which are then coupled with stresses from the stiffeners and fluid. 
Techniques are used to transform the stress boundary conditions into a large matrix equation, 
and the solution to this global equation results in the displacement responses of the system as 
well as the scattered pressure field. Two distinct loadings are considered: a ring loading and an 
incident acoustic wave. Thin-shell reference models are used for validation, and the acoustic 
response of the system is examined. It is shown that the reinforcing ribs and acoustic coating 
have a considerable effect on system behavior. 
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Chapter 1 
Introduction and Literature Review 
 

 

1.1 Introduction 

1.1.1 Motivation 

 Cylindrical shells can be found in a variety of applications, from industrial piping and 
pressure vessels to undersea vehicles. Often such systems experience large pressure 
differentials, either due to internal pressure or external loading from a fluid environment, which 
creates stresses in the shell and can lead to failure. To combat this issue, reinforcement is added 
to the shell to provide additional stiffness without significantly increasing the mass, offering an 
effective solution. Such reinforcement could be integrated into the shell itself (i.e. directional 
composites or rebar in concrete) or attached to the shell in some manner (i.e. ring stiffeners or 
longitudinal ribs). Unfortunately, the structural response of the system usually changes when 
fortification is implemented, and the interaction of the shell and the reinforcement must be 
considered.  

Acoustic coatings are generally used for undersea applications to damp radiated 
vibrations, reduce drag, enclose sonar sensors, and protect the exterior of the vehicle. In reality, 
the coatings can have a significant effect on acoustic characteristics of the object.  These polymer 
coatings can be very thick, often moreso than the body upon which they are applied, and often 
have more internal damping. While there are well known approximate theories present to 
describe such a combination, they are invalidated by both the thicknesses and the excitation 
frequencies. 

This project combines the difficulty of modeling the elastic shell with periodic stiffeners 
and the effect of the acoustic coating on the shell. Both challenges must be met in order to create 
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an accurate representation of a coated and reinforced elastic shell, which can be excited at high 
frequency. In the future, this work will lead to new models with finite length shells and variously 
shaped end-caps, but these remain ultimate goals far outside the scope of this project. 

1.1.2 Objective 

 This study seeks to develop a high-frequency fully elastic cylindrical shell model, which 
includes an external coating, fluid-loading and periodic finite-length reinforcing ribs. To achieve 
this goal, the final model will be built in discrete steps of increasing complexity: 

1. Fully-elastic cylindrical shell model with infinitesimally-thin periodic ribs, using simple 
linear spring stiffener model 

2. Fully-elastic cylindrical shell model with finite-length ribs, using linear spring stiffener 
model 

3. Fully-elastic cylindrical shell model with Timoshenko-beam based ribs 

4. Fully-elastic cylindrical shell model with beam ribs and external fluid loading 

5. Fully-elastic cylindrical shell model with acoustic coating, finite-length beam ribs and 
fluid loading 

Model 1 is referred to as the “base” model. It is an infinitely-long elastic cylindrical shell with ring 
stiffeners attached to the inner surface periodically along its length. These stiffeners have no 
thickness, but have a stiffness in all 3 directions; thus they strongly affect the behavior of the 
system. Model 2 takes the Base model and modifies the ribs to have a finite width, such that each 
rib transmits forces to and from the shell over a certain area. Model 3 replaces the linear spring 
stiffness of Model 2 with coupled Timoshenko beam ribs. Beam ribs more accurately describe 
the motion of a real rib and thus improve the fidelity of the system. Model 4 essentially 
submerges the beam-rib model in an acoustic fluid, which transmits vibration from the shell as 
fluid pressure and can be measured. This “scattered” pressure is an important measurement 
regarding how easily the acoustics of an object can be detected. 

The fifth and most advanced model features an acoustic coating encompassing the outer 
surface and includes all of the additions from versions 1 – 4; Model 5 meets the requirements set 
by the sponsor for this study. Scattered pressure, which is defined as the reflected pressure plus 
the radiated pressure due to shell motion, will also be calculated to determine the effect of the 
system on the surrounding fluid environment. It is measured at some chosen radial distance from 
the body. Along with the displacement responses of the shell itself, this acoustic radiation is used 
to measure system performance. Primary goals for this study are to develop Model 5, validate it 
with a reference, and determine the performance of the system undergoing 2 types of inputs. It 
is expected that the addition of the acoustic coating will have a large effect on the acoustic 
response of the shell and reduce the magnitude of scattered pressure waves measured away 
from the system. 
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1.1.3 Validation 

 Ensuring the quality and accuracy of the models described above requires a process to 
measure responses against known references. Ideally, this is accomplished with a real 
experiment, where a system (or approximated system) is tested under desired conditions and 
the performance is directly measured and compared to the simulation. Another possibility is 
finite element analysis (FEA), where the desired system is constructed from a large number of 
simple elements that can describe both the solid and fluid material quite accurately. 

For this project, laboratory testing and FEA are not possibilities due to the time and costs 
required, and both are deemed outside the desired scope. However, there are simpler, 
approximate models that have been validated with FEA, such as the thin-shell model. Using this 
as a reference, Models 1 – 5 can be configured to match the restrictions required by the thin-
shell. Therefore, if the new models match the reference then they can be considered properly 
validated. After this process, certain model parameters, including thickness and excitation 
frequency, will be adjusted outside the bounds of the reference to determine the system 
behavior and access performance. 

 

1.2 Literature Review 

 Isotropic cylindrical shells have been studied for many years, and analysis of such systems 
can be found in textbooks on acoustics and waves in solids [1,2]. Propagation of waves through 
solids can be quite complex and generally involve partial differential equations; solution of these 
differential equations can sometimes be solved by separation of variables for systems undergoing 
linear (low amplitude) motion. Applying elasticity theory to the study of thick cylindrical shells 
has been derived [3], and this is considered the foundation upon which this study builds. The 
interaction of acoustic waves with cylindrical shells has been investigated [5], and elastic wave 
scattering through a solid cylinder with discontinuity has also been analyzed [6]. 

 Adding ring stiffeners to the cylindrical model adds points of reflection where the 
characteristics change from waves propagating purely as a single longitudinal mode to 
propagating as multiple reflected waves. This requires the inclusion of multiple longitudinal 
modes to describe the motion of shell and stiffeners together. Interaction of periodic springs on 
a beam is one example of this phenomenon and requires changing the solution forms to account 
for the periodic elements [7]. This was extended to thin cylindrical shells using wave propagation 
coefficients [8]. Free wave propagation of periodic ring stiffeners on a cylindrical shell was 
examined using finite elements [9], and a Laplace method was developed to numerically analyze 
thin shells with periodic ring stiffeners [10]. Incorporating the effect of fluid loading on the 
acoustic radiation of ring-reinforced shells was considered in the spatial frequency 
(wavenumber) domain for doubly periodic rings [11]. Thin cylinders supported by ribs with T-
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cross-sections was also investigated [12]. For stiffeners that are wide relative to their periodicity, 
the combined structure can be assumed to behave as an orthotropic shell. Such system under 
hydrostatic pressure were solved using Flugge equations of motion [13], and axial factor term 
analysis was used to solve finite length structures [14]. Derivation of the curved Timoshenko 
beam rib models was completed using both a dynamic stiffness formulation [15] and couple 
stress theory [16].  

In the spatial wavenumber domain, an orthogonalization technique is used to decouple 
the infinite summations of modes inside the equations of motion for an infinite elastic plate with 
periodic masses [17]. This technique was used with periodic, finite-length linear spring ribs on a 
thin-plate [18] and on a thin-shell cylinder [19]. It was also used on a coated, elastic plate with 
periodic infinitesimally-thin ribs [20]. Acoustic coatings have found numerous applications in the 
oceanic and maritime industries.  The effect of coatings on the acoustic radiation from a fluid-
loaded shell was studied for flat plates using finite element methods [21], as well as for infinite 
cylindrical shells using Donnell-Mushtari equations [22]. 
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Chapter 2 
Base Model Development 
 

 

 This chapter focuses on the development of the Base model, described in the 
Introduction. First the unreinforced elastic shell is derived to establish the elasticity equations 
and the solution using separation of variables. Effects of periodic ribs including how the 
displacement field solutions are modified is examined, along with the types of rib models 
implemented and geometry. Next, the thin-shell reference model is derived, which features the 
orthogonalization technique used throughout this study, and the base elastic model is then 
constructed following a similar procedure. Finally, the 2 types of excitations: ring loading and 
acoustic wave, are introduced. 

 

2.1 Unreinforced Shell 

2.1.1 Modeling Unreinforced Shell 

Analysis of fully elastic cylindrical shells begins with the exact equations of elasticity. 
Unlike the simpler approximate theories, which generally must be restricted to lower frequency 
motion and thin-wall approximations, elasticity theory is best suited for wide frequency ranges 
and larger thicknesses. Currently, there are no reinforcing ribs. It is assumed that (1) the cylinder 
extends infinitely along its axis, (2) all displacements are linear, and (3) the material is 
homogeneous and isotropic. In cylindrical coordinates, the elasticity, or Navier-Cauchy, 
equations of motion for a fully elastic body are  

‘​◊ὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ ‗ ‘​​Ͻ◊ὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ ”
‬◊ὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ

‬ὸ
ςȢρȢρ 

where ρ is material density, λ and μ are Lamé constants and Ἵ Õ Õ Õ × Ö Õ  
is the cylindrical displacement vector. w, v and u are the radial, circumferential, and axial 
displacements, respectively. Note that ᶯ refers to the vector Laplace operator. 
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Figure 2.1.1 ɀ Geometry of cylindrical shell 

There is a single homogenous shell with two bounding surfaces, the inner surface at radius r = a, 
and the outer surface at r = c. Radial normal and radial shear stresses must equal 0 at these 
surfaces, and this serves as the 6 boundary conditions for the model 

† † † π  ὶ ὥ

† † † π  ὶ ὧ ςȢρȢς
 

The stress tensor is given by Hooke’s Law of stress 

† ‗​Ͻ◊‏ ς‘‐ ςȢρȢσ 

where the Kronecker delta δij = 0 when i ≠ j, and ε is the strain tensor. Components of the strain 
tensor are composed of derivatives of u, 

‐
‬ύ

‬ὶ
ȟ ‐
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ὶ

‬ὺ

‬—
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ὶ
ȟ ‐

‬ό

‬ᾀ
 

‐
ρ

ς

ρ

ὶ

‬ύ

‬—
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‬ὶ
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ὶ
ȟ ‐
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‬ὶ

‬ύ

‬ᾀ
ȟ ‐

ρ

ς

‬ὺ

‬ᾀ

ρ

ὶ

‬ό

‬—
ςȢρȢτ 

Application of the theory for a cylindrical shell, as shown in Figure 2.1.1, follows the 
procedure outlined by Gazis [3] and Graf [2]. Stresses are calculated at the boundary conditions, 
and then unknown displacement field constants can be determined. First, the following model 
assumptions must be listed: (1) the cylinders have infinite spatial extent in the axial direction; (2) 
deflections of the shells are 3-dimensional and linear. In order to evaluate Equation 2.1.1, the 
displacement vector u is written in terms of a dilatational scalar potential, φ, and an 
equivoluminal vector potential, ╗ Ὄ  Ὄ  Ὄ . 
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◊ ♩  ♩ ╗ȟ ♩Ͻ╗ π ςȢρȢυ 

This is often referred to as a Helmholtz resolution in field-based physics, and has the property of 
gauge invariance, meaning that the displacement field u is invariant to transformations of the 
potentials (Morse [23]). H can be chosen to be divergence-less, and this property will allow the 3 
components of u to be determined from the 4 potentials, φ and H. This property will be used 
later. Components of u are expressed in terms of the 4 potentials, taking the gradient and curl in 
cylindrical coordinates, shown as 

ύ
‬ 

‬ὶ

ρ

ὶ

‬Ὄ

‬—

‬Ὄ

‬ᾀ
ςȢρȢφ 

ὺ
ρ

ὶ

‬ 

‬—

‬Ὄ

‬ᾀ

‬Ὄ

‬ὶ
ςȢρȢχ 

ό
‬ 

‬ᾀ

ρ

ὶ

‬

‬ὶ
ὶὌ

ρ

ὶ

‬Ὄ

‬—
ςȢρȢψ 

Inserting the potential-form of u into the elasticity vector equation gives 

‘​ ♩  ♩ ╗ ‗ ‘​​Ͻ♩  ♩ ╗ ”
‬ ♩  ♩ ╗

‬ὸ
ςȢρȢω 

Taking advantage of certain vector identities: 

​Ͻ​ ╗ πȟ ​Ͻ​  ​ ȟ ​ ​  ​​  ςȢρȢρπ 

permits rewriting the above and gathering terms into two groups operated on by the gradient 
and the curl, which is written as 

​ ‗ ς‘​  ”
‬ 

‬ὸ
​ ‘​╗ ”

‬╗

‬ὸ
π ςȢρȢρρ 

The bracketed terms must vanish for the equation to be satisfied, and this leads to the following 
independent scalar and vector wave equations 

​ 
ρ

ὧ

‬ 

‬ὸ
ȟ    ὧ

‗ ς‘

”
ςȢρȢρς 

​╗
ρ

ὧ

‬╗

‬ὸ
ȟ            ὧ

‘

”
ςȢρȢρσ 

in which c1 and c2 represents the scalar dilatational and distortional (rotational) wave speeds. 
Dilatational waves, sometimes referred to as P-waves or compression waves, cause oscillation in 
the direction of wave propagation. Rotational waves are sometimes referred to as S-waves, or 
shear waves, and cause no change in volume. Thus waves transmit through an elastic medium at 
two distinct speeds. Note that inelastic media, particularly Newtonian fluids like water, do not 
transmit shear waves. Laplacian operators have a different form for scalar and vector arguments 
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​ 
‬ 

‬ὶ

ρ

ὶ

‬ 

‬ὶ

ρ

ὶ

‬ 

‬—

‬ 

‬ᾀ
ςȢρȢρτ 

​╗ ​Ὄ
Ὄ

ὶ

ς

ὶ

‬Ὄ

‬—
▄► ​Ὄ

Ὄ

ὶ

ς

ὶ

‬Ὄ

‬—
▄Ᵽ ​Ὄ▄◑ ςȢρȢρυ 

where er, e̒  and ez are the cylindrical unit vectors. 

2.1.2 Evaluating the Wave Equations 

In order to determine the displacement field, u, the potentials must be found using the 
wave equations. Since the displacements are assumed to be harmonic spatially (z) and 
temporally, the potential solutions will have the following general form 

  ὪὶῸ —Ὡ Ὡ ςȢρȢρφ 

Ὄ Ὤ ὶῸ —Ὡ Ὡ ςȢρȢρχ 

Ὄ Ὤ ὶῸ —Ὡ Ὡ ςȢρȢρψ 

Ὄ Ὤ ὶῸ —Ὡ Ὡ ςȢρȢρω 

where ω is the frequency, k is the axial wavenumber f, hr, hθ, and hz are unknown functions of r, 
and Θ is an unknown function of θ. To find Θ, the proposed solutions must be inserted into their 
respective wave equation. For example, substituting φ into Equation 2.1.14, and canceling the 
common exponentials, gives 

ὪῸ
ρ

ὶ
ὪῸ

ρ

ὶ
ὪῸ ὯὪῸ

‫

ὧ
ὪῸ ςȢρȢςπ 

where the dash (‘) indicates a derivative with respect to the independent variable. Isolating the 
terms dependent on θ results in the separated equation, which allows the non-θ terms to be 
treated as a constant 

ὶὪ

Ὢ

ὶὪ

Ὢ
Ὧ

‫

ὧ
ὶ

Ὸ

Ὸ
ὲ ςȢρȢςρ 

Requirements on periodic ΘΦ ensure that Θ(0) = Θ(2πn), which forces n to be an integer. The 
following single variable equation has the well-known solution 

Ὸ ὲῸ π   O    Ὸ ὅίὭὲὲ— ὅὧέίὲ— ςȢρȢςς 

n can be thought of as the circumferential mode. A similar solution can be found for the 3 
components of H: Hr, Hθ and Hz. For each, either the sine or cosine term can be discarded. 
Referring back to the components of u, it is desirable to keep a consistent sinusoid configuration 
(only sines or only cosines) in each equation. Keeping this in mind, the general solutions now take 
the form 
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  Ὢὶὧέίὲ—Ὡ Ὡ ςȢρȢςσ 

Ὄ Ὤ ὶίὭὲὲ—Ὡ Ὡ ςȢρȢςτ 

Ὄ Ὤ ὶὧέίὲ—Ὡ Ὡ ςȢρȢςυ 

Ὄ Ὤ ὶίὭὲὲ—Ὡ Ὡ ςȢρȢςφ 

Proceeding in a similar manner, the r-dependent functions can be found. Inserting the 4 
potentials into their respective wave equations and canceling the common trigonometric and 
exponential terms, results in the following r-dependent equations 

ὨὪ

Ὠὶ

ρ

ὶ

ὨὪ

Ὠὶ
‌

ὲ

ὶ
Ὢ π ςȢρȢςχ 

ὨὬ

Ὠὶ

ρ

ὶ

ὨὬ

Ὠὶ
‍

ὲ

ὶ
Ὤ π ςȢρȢςψ 

ὨὬ

Ὠὶ

ρ

ὶ

ὨὬ

Ὠὶ

ρ

ὶ
ὲὬ ςὲὬ Ὤ ὯὬ

‫

ὧ
Ὤ π ςȢρȢςω 

ὨὬ

Ὠὶ

ρ

ὶ

ὨὬ

Ὠὶ

ρ

ὶ
ὲὬ ςὲὬ Ὤ ὯὬ

‫

ὧ
Ὤ π ςȢρȢσπ 

where the terms α2 = ω2/c1
2 – k2 and β2 = ω2/c2

2 – k2. The first two differential equations (in f and 
hz) have a special form: Bessel’s Equation, which has solutions composed of Bessel functions of 
order n. Due to the makeup of the cylindrical Laplacian, the equations in r and θ are coupled. 
These may be solved simultaneously to achieve the same structure by subtracting them 

Ὠ Ὤ Ὤ

Ὠὶ

ρ

ὶ

ὨὬ Ὤ

Ὠὶ
‍

ὲ ρ

ὶ
Ὤ Ὤ π ςȢρȢσρ 

and also by adding them 

Ὠ Ὤ Ὤ

Ὠὶ

ρ

ὶ

ὨὬ Ὤ

Ὠὶ
‍

ὲ ρ

ὶ
Ὤ Ὤ π ςȢρȢσς 

The solutions of f, hz, (hr - hθ), and (hr + hθ), are all composed of Bessel functions dependent on r, 
with unknown constants that must be determined 

Ὢ ὃὐ‌ὶ ὄὣ ‌ὶ ςȢρȢσσ 

Ὤ ὅὐ‍ὶ Ὀὣ ‍ὶ ςȢρȢστ 

Ὤ Ὤ ςὉὐ ‍ὶ ςὊὣ ‍ὶ ςȢρȢσυ 

Ὤ Ὤ ςὉὐ ‍ὶ ςὊὣ ‍ὶ ςȢρȢσφ 
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where Jn is a nth order Bessel function of the first kind, Yn is a nth order Bessel function of the 
second kind, and A, B, C, D, E, F, E2, F2 are unknown integration constants. n is an integer. 

2.1.3 Bessel Functions 

 Bessel functions, Jn(x) and Yn(x) for real x, have a unique structure that resembles an 
oscillating sinusoid with amplitude decaying with 1/√x as the argument x goes to infinity. Jn(0) is 
finite, while Yn(0) diverges to -∞. Plots of the first 3 integer order functions are shown in Figure 
2.1.2. 

 

 
Figure 2.1.2 ɀ Bessel Functions of first (left) and second kind (right) for order n = 0, 1, 2 

When the argument x is imaginary, Modified Bessel functions are used, designated In and Kn for 
nth order modified functions of the first and second kind, respectively. The Modified functions 
are non-oscillating; In(x) exponentially grows with x; Kn(x) exponentially decays with x, and 
diverges for x = 0. Plots of the first 3 integer order functions are shown in Figure 2.1.3. 
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Figure 2.1.3 ɀ Modified Bessel Functions of first kind (left) and second kind (right) for 

order n = 0, 1, 2 

Fortunately, Matlab [24] is able to select the appropriate function to use based on the complex 
nature of the argument. Bessel functions (modified and unmodified) have helpful properties such 
as the recurrence relations 

ς‌

ὼ
ὤ ὼ ὤ ὼ ὤ ὼ ςȢρȢσχ 

ς
‬ὤ ὼ

‬ὼ
ὤ ὼ ὤ ὼ ςȢρȢσψ 

where Zα represents a Bessel function of the first or second kind (modified or unmodified). The 
recurrence relations must be used when a derivative is taken. 

2.1.4 Displacement Solutions 

Currently, there are 8 constants that must be solved using only 6 boundary conditions. 
However, the aforementioned gauge invariance property of the system allows 2 of the 
integration constants to be eliminated without loss of generality. Choosing E2 and F2 to be 0, 
ensures that hr = - hθ, leaving 6 unknown coefficients, A – F, to be solved with 6 boundary 
conditions. The components of u can now be expressed in terms of the potential solutions, with 
the functions f, hr, and hz dependent on r only and still unknown: 
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ύ Ὢ
ὲ

ὶ
Ὤ ὯὬ ὧέίὲ—Ὡ ςȢρȢσω 

ὺ
ὲ

ὶ
Ὢ ὯὬ Ὤ ίὭὲὲ—Ὡ ςȢρȢτπ 

ό ὯὪ Ὤ
ὲ ρ

ὶ
Ὤ ὧέίὲ—Ὡ ςȢρȢτρ 

in which the dash (‘) indicates a derivative with respect to r. The bracketed terms are dependent 
on r, but indexed by the circumferential mode n. Similarly, the radial normal and shear stresses 
in the shell can be found by first evaluating Hooke’s Law of Stress with the newly found 
displacements  

† ὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ ‗ ς‘
‬ύ

‬ὶ

‗

ὶ
ύ
‗

ὶ

‬ὺ

‬—
‗
‬ό

‬ᾀ
ςȢρȢτς 

† ὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ ‘
‬ὺ

‬ὶ

‘

ὶ
ὺ
‘

ὶ

‬ύ

‬—
ςȢρȢτσ 

† ὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ ‘
‬ύ

‬ᾀ
‘
‬ό

‬ὶ
ςȢρȢττ 

and then substituting the potential solutions to get 

† ‗‌ Ὧ Ὢ ς‘Ὢ
ὲ

ὶ
Ὤ

Ὤ

ὶ
ὯὬ ὧέίὲ—Ὡ ςȢρȢτυ 

† ‘
ςὲ

ὶ
Ὢ

Ὢ

ὶ
ςὬ ‍Ὤ Ὧ

ὲ ρ

ὶ
Ὤ Ὤ  ίὭὲὲ—Ὡ ςȢρȢτφ 

† ‘ ςὯὪ
ὲ

ὶ
Ὤ

ὲ ρ

ὶ
‍ Ὧ Ὤ

ὲὯ

ὶ
Ὤ ὧέίὲ—Ὡ ςȢρȢτχ 

Note that there is a typo in Gazis, Equation 17 for τrθ: -β2hz should be +β2hz. At the boundary 
conditions: † † † π ȿ ὶ ὥȟὧ, these 6 equations and 6 unknown coefficients are 
grouped into a 6x6 matrix, AMAT. Since there are no external body forces present, there is no 
excitation, and thus there is no motion. However, taking the determinant of AMAT and setting 
equal to zero 

ὨὩὸὃ π ςȢρȢτψ 

provides the characteristic equation for the system, dependent upon wavenumber k, and 
circumferential mode, n. Gazis discusses numerous simplified motions when setting n or k to 
zero, but these (and the characteristic equation) are outside the scope of this study. Future 
models will feature excitation and will focus on forced vibration responses. Still, the use of Bessel 
functions and method of solving for stresses at the boundary conditions will be needed when 
stiffeners are added to the elastic model. 
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 Finally, because the linear displacement solutions 2.1.39 – 2.1.41 must be satisfied for an 
infinite number of circumferential modes, (n = 0, 1, 2, …), superposition can be applied to achieve 
the more general solutions 

ύὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ Ὡ ὡ ὶὧέίὲ— ςȢρȢτω 

ὺὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ Ὡ ὠ ὶίὭὲὲ— ςȢρȢυπ 

όὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ Ὡ Ὗ ὶὧέίὲ— ςȢρȢυρ 

where Wn, Vn, and Un are the radial, tangential and axial wave propagation coefficients. These 
indexed coefficients are equal to the items inside the curly brackets of 2.1.39 – 2.1.41, and are 
functions of r.  
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ὣ ‍ὶ ὉὭὯὐ ‍ὶ ὊὭὯὣ ‍ὶ ςȢρȢυς
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ὶ
ὣ ‌ὶ ὅ ‍ὐ ‍ὶ
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ὐ‍ὶ

Ὀ ‍ὣ ‍ὶ
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ὶ
ὣ ‍ὶ ὉὭὯὐ ‍ὶ ὊὭὯὣ ‍ὶ ςȢρȢυσ

 

Ὗ ὶ ὃὭὯὐ‌ὶ ὄὭὯὣ ‌ὶ Ὁ‍ὐ‍ὶ Ὂ‍ὣ ‍ὶ ςȢρȢυτ 

An – Fn are the mode-indexed wave propagation coefficients. 

 

2.2 Modeling Ribs 

Adding reinforcing stiffeners to a structure can efficiently increase system stiffness 
without a large increase in system weight. In addition, ribs add stiffness in all directions, but ribs 
can be configured to affect the system more in certain directions, potentially to make up for 
structural weaknesses. Ring stiffeners, used to brace cylindrical shells, are a good example of this. 
Cylindrical shells generally have sufficient torsional strength due to the fact that all of the material 
is located at the maximum radius, making them more efficient, per weight, than a solid rod.  
However, radially, shells are hollow and often require additional support, particularly when there 
is an external pressure differential acting on the system. Placing ring stiffeners periodically along 
the length of the cylinder can greatly increase the stiffness for the entire length of shell. While 
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the axial strength can also be an issue in some cases, particularly in a fuselage with wing 
attachments, longitudinal ribs can be fitted.  For this study, only ring stiffeners are considered.  
Note that the ribs are assumed to be adhered to the inner surface of the shell body, they are not 
impregnated into the shell material. Thus, if the ribs were removed, the shell shape would be 
intact. 

2.2.1 Stiffener Periodicity 

 The cylindrical model is assumed to be infinitely long with periodic ring stiffeners spaced 
a distance L apart, thus there are an infinite number of stiffeners present in the system. 
Reinforcement changes the system response significantly relative to an unreinforced cylinder, 
particularly in the longitudinal direction. Without ribs and damping, waves propagate along the 
shell length without interruption. However, according to Mead [7], simple harmonic response 

waves of the form !Å  cannot exist in a structure with periodic supports. The periodic 
constraints cause reflections which interfere with the response compared to an unconstrained 

structure. Nevertheless, if a supported structure is excited by a loading of the form ὖὩ , 
the resulting forced responses will be spatially periodic over the wavelength 2πL/σ, with phase σ 
= kL. This requires that motion amplitudes must be equal at any two locations a distance L apart, 
differing in phase by σ. Such motion can be represented by an infinite series of harmonic waves 
with phase differences of σ ± 2πm, with integer m = -∞, …,0, …, ∞.  In a simple single degree of 
freedom case, the transverse displacement response has the form 

ὡ ὼ ὃ Ὡ Ὡ ὃ Ὡ Ὡ ςȢςȢρ 

in which Am is an unknown coefficient. For m = 0, the response matches the excitation, but there 
are wave components propagating at both faster and slower speeds than the excitation. Also, 
some components travel in the opposite direction of the excitation, denoted by the negative 
wavenumber values, which represent reflected waves.  It is important to note that the above 
form characterizes the displacement over a single period L, not the entire length of the cylinder, 
but the infinity of stiffeners in the structure still affect the output. Given that each cylinder length 
between ribs is equivalent, the entire cylinder length could be constructed, if desired. 

Applying the above argument to the cylindrical shell model, the response forms must also 
be indexed based on the stiffener mode. Displacement fields of an unreinforced cylinder, 
discussed in section 2.1, have the following form 

όὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ Ὡ Ὡ Ὗ ὶὧέίὲ— ςȢςȢς 

ὺὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ Ὡ Ὡ ὠ ὶίὭὲὲ— ςȢςȢσ 
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ύὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ Ὡ Ὡ ὡ ὶὧέίὲ— ςȢςȢτ 

where kz is the longitudinal wavenumber, which is constant for a specified input. For the 
reinforced cylinder shell system, the displacement fields must take into account the interaction 
of the periodic stiffeners with the shell response, 

όὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ Ὗ ὶὧέίὲ—Ὡ Ὡ ςȢςȢυ 

ὺὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ ὠ ὶίὭὲὲ—Ὡ Ὡ ςȢςȢφ 

ύὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ ὡ ὶὧέίὲ—Ὡ Ὡ ςȢςȢχ 

where km = k + 2πm/L is an indexed longitudinal wavenumber that depends on the rib mode term, 
m. Displacement responses are now described as series of circumferential modes, n, and 
longitudinal modes, m. 

Models for the ring stiffeners must couple the displacements of the shell at the rib 
location with stresses applied to the shell from the stiffener. There are two separate parts of the 
stiffener system: the rib-shell connection, and the rib model. 

2.2.2 Rib-Shell Connection 

Connections between the shell model and rib model determine both how stresses are applied 
to the shell system, and also where the stresses are applied. They are one of the major identifying 
elements of the model list from section 1.1.2. Essentially, the connection is separate from the rib 
model, as it is only concerned with transmitting stress into the shell. New rib models can be 
employed without changes to the connection. There are two types of rib connections: 

1.) Delta (infinitesimal width) 

2.) Step (finite width) 

Delta connections use dirac-delta functions, δ(z) to transmit stress into the shell. Delta functions 
have infinitesimal width and extend to infinity 

ᾀ‏
Њȟ ᾀ π 
πȟ ᾀ π

ςȢςȢψ 
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Figure 2.2.1 ɀ $ÅÌÔÁ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎ ɿɉÚɊ 

The delta function connection represents an infinitesimally thin rib, which simplifies the system 
equations. If the rib width, b, is small relative to the periodic stiffener spacing, L, (b << L), then 
this is an appropriate assumption. For larger rib widths, the approximation is less accurate. Note 
that even if the rib model includes a non-zero width, the connection applies stress to the model 
only at a single spatial location. The location can be offset to a non-zero location (z ≠ 0), but the 
rib is kept at z = 0 for this study. 

The reinforced shell includes an infinite number of periodic stiffeners, which all influence 
the motion of the system. Thus there will be an infinite series of delta connections, and this can 
be written as a Fourier series. Beginning with the definition of an exponential Fourier series 

ɿÚ Ó, ÄÅ ςȢςȢω 

with the Fourier series coefficients, ds 

Ὠ
ρ

ὒ
ᾀ‏ ίὒ Ὡ Ὠᾀ

ρ

ὒ
ᾀὩ‏ Ὠᾀ

ρ

ὒ
ςȢςȢρπ 

Thus the Fourier Series for the Delta connectors, also known as a “Dirac Comb”, along the cylinder 
is given as 
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ᾀ‏ ίὒ
ρ

ὒ
Ὡ ςȢςȢρρ 

which is differentiable and compatible with the shell model equations.  Unfortunately, if the 
above series is evaluated with a small number of terms, then the series of connections will poorly 
represent a series of delta functions. Delta connectors have units of m-1. 

Step connections use Heaviside functions, H(z), to transmit stress into the shell. Heaviside 
functions have a step at z = 0, and are equal to 1 for z > 0 

Ὄᾀ ὦ
ρȟ ᾀ ὦ
πȟ ᾀ ὦ

ςȢςȢρς 

where z0 is an offset. Subtracting an offset Heaviside function from another, H(z) – H(z – b), results 
in a pulse of specified width, b.  The finite pulse width is a more accurate representation of real 
ribs. 

 
Figure 2.2.2 ɀ Heaviside functions H(z) ɀ H(z ɀ 1) 

Step connections distribute the stiffener stresses over the entire finite rib width, which is equal 
to the width used in the rib model calculations. As rib widths become smaller the applied stresses 
from a step connection must converge to the stresses from a delta connection.  As with the delta 
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functions, it will be necessary later to write the infinite series of step connections as a Fourier 
series 

Ὄᾀ ίὒ Ὄᾀ ὦ ίὒ ὨὩ ςȢςȢρσ 

It is easiest to first determine the Fourier series for a pulse wave centered about z = 0, then shift 
the result b/2 to ensure the pulse starts at z = 0. Solving for the centered wave Fourier 
coefficients, ds’ 

Ὠ
ρ

ὒ
Ὄᾀ ίὒ Ὄᾀ ὦ ίὒ Ὡ Ὠᾀ

ρ

ὒ
ρὩ Ὠᾀ ςȢςȢρτ 

which evaluates to 

Ὠ
ρ

ς“Ὥί
Ὡ Ὡ ςȢςȢρυ 

Performing the b/2 shift on the resultant, represents the Fourier Series of the Step connectors, 
which starts at z = 0 

ὨὩ
ρ

ς“Ὥί
Ὡ Ὡ Ὡ Ὡ

ρ

ς“Ὥί
ρ Ὡ Ὡ ςȢςȢρφ

 

For the s = 0 term, the ÌÉÍ
ᴼ
Ὠ ὦȾὒ. Combining the above, and using ds to represent the z-shifted 

Fourier coefficients, results in 

Ὄᾀ ίὒ Ὄᾀ ὦ ίὒ ὨὩ ςȢςȢρχ 

where 

Ὠ

ừ
Ử
Ừ

Ử
ứ

ὦ

ὒ
ȟ ί π

ρ Ὡ

ς“Ὥί
ȟί π

ςȢςȢρψ 

Equation [2.2.17] is also differentiable and is compatible with the orthogonalization process that 
will be described later. As with the delta series, if the number of terms, s, is too small then the 
step connections will poorly characterize a series of Heaviside functions. 



 

19 
 

Step connectors distribute displacement and force over a finite length, b. Accordingly, 
when integrating the Step connectors into a model, it is necessary to divide the by the stiffener 
length, giving units of m-1. This is consistent with both the Delta connectors and ensures that the 
shell equations are given in terms of stress. Therefore, Step connections are included in stress 
equations of motion as 

ρ

ὦ
Ὄᾀ ίὒ Ὄᾀ ὦ ίὒ

ρ

ὦ
ὨὩ ςȢςȢρω 

2.2.3 Rib Models 

Stiffeners must generate stresses based upon the shell displacements, and there are 
numerous ways to achieve this. The simplest approach is to model the rib as distributed linear 
springs, with independent stiffness in the axial, tangential and radial directions. Such springs have 
no frequency dependence, and have no mass. Linear spring models are quite useful because they 
are easy to implement and the independent stiffnesses can be independently tuned to 
characterize their effects on the system response. 

Modeling the rib structures as beams has many advantages over the simple spring 
version. The following is a list of effects than can now be considered with beam models: 

1.) The beam material has a density and thus inertial effects are included. 

2.) Higher order rib motions are possible. 

3.) Realistic coupling between displacements is possible. 

4.) Better accuracy at higher excitation frequencies. 

The Euler-Bernoulli beam model is common and provides all four of the advantages listed above. 
Compared to more advanced beam models, it requires some restrictive assumptions. Notably, 
the effects of shear deformation and rotary inertia are ignored. The slope of the beam is 

approximated as ‪ . So long as the frequencies of interest are small, these assumptions 

are usually acceptable. Derivations for curved Euler beam models can be found in Graf [2]. Also, 
the out-of-plane (axial) motion is independent, while the in-plane motion is coupled. The 
equations of motion are in the radial and circumferential directions 
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in which E is the Young’s modulus, I is the moment of area, ar is the in-plane radius of curvature, 
A is the cross-sectional area (rectangular), ρ is the density of the rib. fr and fθ are the radial and 
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tangential external forces, respectively. The out-of-plane motion is governed by the torsional 
wave equation 
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where J is the polar moment of inertia, G is the shear modulus, fz is the external axial force, and 
α is the rib out-of-plane twist angle.  Solving for the rib forces provides the relationship between 
the rib/shell displacements and the rib forces. 

 Unfortunately, ignoring shear forces and rotary inertia is a significant disadvantage, so a 
Timoshenko based model is a natural progression in complexity. Timoshenko beam theory 
includes the effects of rotary inertia and shear forces, and thus is more accurate than Euler-
Bernoulli, especially at higher frequencies. The angular deflection due to bending (ψ) is included 
as a state variable, unlike the Euler model, which approximates the bending angle; this requires 
an additional partial differential equation. Derivations for curved Timoshenko beams are 
somewhat more involved than those for straight beams, and can be found in the Appendix. The 
out-of-plane motion is again independent, and the same torsional model is used as before. 
Equations for the radial, circumferential and in-plane rotational motion are 
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Ks is the cross-section shape factor, dependent on the rib dimensions. In order to be compatible 
with the shell system, it is necessary to find a decoupled form that eliminates the bending 
variable, ψ. This is done symbolically using the following steps: 

For the bending-decoupled radial equation: 

1. Solve Equation 2.2.24 for ψ, and evaluate: ȟ ȟ  

2. Differentiate Equation 2.2.26, ȣ  

3. Input the derivatives from Step 1 into the differentiated Equation from Step 2. 

For the bending-decoupled circumferential equation: 

1. Solve Equation 2.2.25 for ψ, and evaluate:  ȟ  
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2. Input the derivatives from Step 1 into the Equation 2.2.26. 

Including the axial equation of motion, reused from the Euler-Bernoulli model, the final 
Timoshenko beam rib equations are given in the radial direction as 
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in the tangential direction as 
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and in the axial direction as 

ςὋὐ

Ὤὥ

‬ύ

‬—‬ᾀ

ς”ὐ

Ὤ

‬ύ

‬ὸ‬ᾀ
Ὢ ςȢςȢςω 

Shell displacements have the harmonic form shown in Equations 2.2.5 – 2.2.7, and inputting them 
into the above equations leads to a homogeneous structure that is compatible with the 
orthogonalization method. This means that the entire radial equation is composed of cos(nθ) 
terms only instead of mixed cosines and sines, and the tangential equation is composed only of 
sin(nθ) terms.  Those equations will be shown later. 

Rib stiffeners have many different cross-sections, depending on the desired overall 
system effect. More complicated cross-sectional shapes require more complicated rib models. 
Solid, rectangular cross-section ribs are implemented in the model, shown in Figure 2.2.3. 
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Figure 2.2.3 ɀ Rib cross-sectional dimensions shown on the left in the rz-plane, and radial 

ÄÉÍÅÎÓÉÏÎÓ ÓÈÏ×Î ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Òʃ-plane. Rib shown in red, shell in gray 

Values of the shape factor, Ks, for rectangular cross-sections are based on the ratio of h/b, but 
5/6 is a valid when h > 2b.  

 

2.3 Thin-Shell Reference 

2.3.1 Derivation of Reinforced Thin-shell Model 

 Before adding reinforcement to the fully elastic model, it is necessary to discuss the rib-
reinforced thin-shell model, which is used as the reference for validation purposes. The 
techniques used here to integrate the period stiffeners with the shell model and to orthogonalize 
the matrix system of equations will also be employed with the elastic model in Chapter 2.4. A 
derivation of the thin-shell equations of motion, also known as the Donnell equations, will not 
be included in this study, but can be found in Gould [1]. Instead, this analysis will start with the 
dynamic formulation of the Donnell shell equations and develop the displacement field 
responses. The displacement response of a thin cylindrical shell with finite-length ring stiffeners 
was investigated by Hull [19] and is summarized here. 
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 The thin-shell system includes a cylindrical shell and periodically spaced ring stiffeners of 
finite length, as shown in Figure 2.3.1. Donnell shell equations govern the cylinder, while the 
stiffeners are modeled as independent linear springs, spatially distributed along the stiffener 
length. As discussed in the Rib Chapter 2.2, finite length ribs require a Step connector type. Also, 
more complicated beam models are not considered here, but could be used with this system. 
First the assumptions of the model must be listed: (1) the cylinder extends infinitely along its axis, 
(2) cylinder displacements are linear and 3-dimensional, (3) cylinder displacements are constant 
across the shell thickness, (4) ribs are periodically spaced, (5) rib forces are independent and 
proportional to displacement. Assumption 3 is a necessary condition of a thin-shell model; 
Assumption 5 is due to the spring rib model. 

 
Figure 2.3.1 ɀ Diagram of the thin-shell system geometry including stiffening ribs 

Donnell equations (and Figure 2.3.1) only present a single radius, r = a; thickness, h, is assumed 
to be symmetric about this nominal radius.  

Behavior of the system is governed by the equations of motion, expressed in terms of the 
displacement vector u = [w(θ, z, t), v(θ, z, t), u(θ, z, t)]T, where w, v, and u are the radial, tangential 
(circumferential), and axial displacement, respectively. Unlike the fully elastic system, these 
displacements are not functions of r, due to assumption 4. The equations include the stresses 
from the reinforcing ribs and are written in the axial direction as 
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in the tangential direction as 
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and in the radial direction as 
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where b is the stiffener length in the axial direction, L is the periodic spacing, ρ is the shell density, 
a is the shell radius, h is the thickness, ν is Poisson’s ratio for the shell, Pa is the external applied 
radial pressure. Kz, Kt, and Kr are the axial, tangential, and radial linear spring rates. H is the 
Heaviside step function, n is the stiffener index, and cp is the plate wave speed 
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The applied external pressure, Pa, is a ring load as discussed in the Excitations Chapter 2.5 
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The same harmonic displacement solutions from the elastic model developed previously can be 
applied to the thin-shell model, except that the wave propagation constants can be solved 
directly; they are not functions of other constants. From the Ribs Chapter 2.2, the effect of the 
periodic ribs on the displacement form requires an additional summation of axial modes (m), 
resulting in 
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where Umn, Vmn, and Wmn are the unknown wave propagation coefficients, and km is the 
wavenumber indexed by the rib modes 
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Note that the exponential in time is suppressed for all further developments. Substituting the 
displacements into the equations of motion leads to 
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As described in the Ribs Chapter, the Heaviside functions can be represented by a Fourier Series. 
Replacing the summation of step functions in each equation with a summation of exponentials 
yields 
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The n-summations of the last term in each of Equations 2.3.13 – 2.3.15 can be reworked by 
shifting the index of the term dn. A proof of this can be found in the Appendix. For example, in 
Equation 2.3.13 

5 ÃÏÓÎʃÅ ÄÅ 5 Ä Å ÃÏÓÎʃ 

ςȢσȢρφ 

Note the change of index on the propagation coefficient. A similar transformation is used on 
Equations 2.3.14 and 2.3.15. 
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Finally, the equations of motion have been derived. Currently, the 3 equations of motion are 
expressed with infinite summations, but the orthogonalization process will now be described to 
show how these equations can be broken down. 

2.3.2 Orthogonalization 

 Using the method of orthogonalization, the equations comprised of infinite summations 
can be decomposed into an infinite set of indexed equations. This process is analogous to 
developing a Fourier series, making use of orthogonal harmonic functions, namely trigonometric 
and exponentials. Multiplying by an orthogonal integer counterpart and then integrating over 
that period results in 0 except when the counterpart is equal to the original expression. This is 
described with the following properties of sinusoids 
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where n and n2 are integers. Only when the integer index n is equal to n2 is the integrated product 
nonzero. Similarly, for exponentials 
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where km and km2 are integers. These properties are very helpful when incorporated inside an 
infinite summation because, all summed elements of the summation are zero except when n = 
n2 and/or km = km2. Putting it all together, the double summation equations can be decomposed 

by multiplying Equations 2.3.17 and 2.3.19 with ÃÏÓÎʃÅ  and Equation 2.3.18 with 

ÓÉÎÎʃÅ , and then integrating [0, 2π] on θ and [0, L] on z 
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Instead of 3 distinct equations made up of infinite summations, the orthogonalization process 
has decomposed them into an infinite set of (m2, n2) modal equations. For each individual modal 
equation, the infinite summation and the respective harmonic function is eliminated. Note that 
the indexed equations will still be referred to using the (m, n) index rather than the (m2, n2) index. 
Orthogonalization can be implemented even when the harmonic function has a constant 
argument (ie. e-ikz). In this case, the result is still indexed, but is only nonzero for the 0th index (m 
= 0) and will include the Kronecker delta function, δ0m. 

2.3.3 Indexed Equations of Motion 

 After implementing the orthogonalization process, Equations 2.3.17 – 2.3.19 have been 
decomposed into an infinite set of (m, n) indexed equations. Each individual equation is 
expressed as 
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in which the excitation pressure, P0, is only present for the m = n = 0 index. This implies that n > 
0 circumferential modes have no effect on the response under a ring loading. The 3 individual 
equations can be grouped into a matrix equation that separates the shell dynamics from the 
stiffener dynamics and external loading. For each (m, n) index, Equations 2.3.25 – 2.3.27 are 
written as 
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Amn is a 3x3 matrix that describes the shell dynamics, vector xmn = [Umn, Vmn, Wmn]T, Z, T, and R 
are the 3x3 stiffness matrices in the axial, tangential, and radial directions, and the external force 
vector, f = [0, 0, P0]T, is only present for the (0, 0) index. The elements of matrix A are extracted 
from the indexed equations, and are shown in the Appendix, and the individual stiffener matrices 
are given as 
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2.3.4 Global Matrix Equation System 

 Each indexed (m, n) matrix equation above could be combined into a global matrix 
equation and solved simultaneously. However, this global system can be assembled in a more 
efficient manner, as described by Hull [19]. The n index is individually decoupled in each (m, n) 
matrix equation, unlike the m index, which is coupled inside the stiffener matrices and s-
summation; axial modes of the shell are effectively coupled by the stiffener forces. Therefore, for 
each single value of n, a global matrix equation of varying m can be constructed and solved. The 
solutions from this m-global matrix equation is then summed in n as shown in the original 
displacement equations 2.3.6 – 2.3.8. For each value of n, the m-global matrix equation can be 
expressed as 
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where ═▪ is a block diagonal matrix that describes the nth circumferential mode shell dynamics, 

ὀ is the m-indexed vector of displacement coefficients, Ἠἶȟἢἶȟ ÁÎÄ ἠἶ are the block partitioned 
matrices composed of the individual Zm, Tm and Rm stiffener matrices for the nth mode. The 

structure of the global rib matrices accounts for the s-summation in 2.3.30. █▪ is the system 
excitation vector for the nth mode. 
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Note that the m-global stiffener matrices are all rank-deficient, due to the singularity of their 
component matrices, however, the global A matrix is invertible for real material parameters. The 
solution for ὀἶ is obtained by solving Equation 2.3.32 
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To find the displacement solutions, u(r, θ, z, t), v(r, θ, z, t), and w(r, θ, z, t), the n-mode solutions 
are combined with 2.3.6 – 2.3.8. The details of the solution method involve numerous challenges 
that will be described later. 

2.3.5 Modifications for Delta Rib Connectors 

 In the derivation above the thin-shell system featured finite-length ring stiffeners. Step 
connectors are more general than the Delta connectors, and the derivation follows the work of 
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Hull [19] directly. However, if it is desired to use an infinitesimal-length ring stiffener the final 
equations can be converted quite easily.  

 
Figure 2.3.2 ɀ Diagram of the thin-shell system geometry with Delta stiffening ribs 

 

Stiffener stresses in the original equation of motion are rewritten as 
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The Fourier Series of the Delta functions was derived in Chapter 2.2, and is given as 
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Therefore, it is necessary to replace dm-s in the stiffener matrices, Zm-s, Tm-s, Rm-s with 1, and the 
global matrix equation takes on a similar form 
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which can be solved in the same manner as the original system 
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2.4 Elastic Base Model 

2.4.1 Derivation of Reinforced Thick-Shell Model 

 Adding reinforcement to the fully elastic shell model builds off of the previous 3 chapters, 
and uses the same solution techniques developed by Hull [19], employed with the thin-shell 
model. Analysis of the reinforced thick-shell system begins with the Navier-Cauchy elasticity 
equations, which have been derived in the Appendix. This formulation provides better accuracy 
at higher frequencies than the shell described in Chapter 2.3, and does not require constant 
displacement across the shell thickness. Unlike the thin-shell system, however, where the 
displacement coefficients (U, V, W) were arranged in a 3-dimensional matrix system, the thick-
shell model requires finding 6 coefficients (A, B, C, D, E, F) within a 6-dimensional system. 
Displacement field responses, u(r, θ, z, t), will be found for the entire shell. 

The thick-shell system features the same shell as discussed in Chapter 2.2, with the 
infinitesimal-length periodic ring stiffeners described at the end of Chapter 2.3 (Modifications for 
Delta Connectors). This rib model features Delta connectors and linear translational springs. 
More complicated rib systems will be discussed later. Assumptions of the model are: (1) the 
cylinder extends infinitely along its axis, (2) cylinder displacements are linear and 3-dimensional, 
(3) shell and rib material is homogenous, isotropic, and symmetric about cylindrical axis, (4) ribs 
are periodically spaced, (5) rib forces are independent and proportional to displacement. A 
sidelong cross-sectional view of the cylinder system is shown in Figure 2.4.1. 

 
Figure 2.4.1 ɀ Diagram of the thick-shell system geometry including the Delta ribs 

System behavior is governed by the vector elasticity equation, expressed in cylindrical 
coordinates as 
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As with the thin-shell system, the effect of the periodic ribs on the displacement form requires 
an additional summation of axial modes (m), resulting in 

ύὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ ὡ ὶὧέίὲ—Ὡ Ὡ ςȢτȢς 
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where n is the circumferential mode index, m is the axial mode index, Umn, Vmn, and Wmn are the 
wave propagation coefficients, and km is the wavenumber indexed by the rib modes 
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However, these propagation coefficients cannot be solved directly, but are composed of Bessel 
functions and additional constants. To re-use the coefficient formulation given at the end of the 
unreinforced elastic shell derivation, it is necessary to make a few changes to include the effects 
from the periodic ribs. The propagation coefficients are now functions of r, and are written as 
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where Amn – Fmn are the (m, n) mode-indexed unknown coefficients, and the modified dilatational 
and shear wavenumbers are now indexed by the axial mode, m 
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Once again the applied external pressure, Pa, is a ring load with constant excitation wavenumber, 
k. More involved loadings will be discussed later. As before, the temporal harmonic will be 
suppressed for the remainder of this Chapter. 
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2.4.2 Evaluating the Boundary Conditions 

In the case of the unreinforced shell with no external loading, the radial normal and radial 
shear stresses vanished at the bounding inner (r = a) and outer (r = c) surfaces. With the addition 
of stiffeners at the inner surface and the applied radial excitation at the outer surface, these 
stress equations must be reformulated. Evaluating Hooke’s Law of Stress at r = a gives 
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where fr, fθ, and fz are the radial, tangential, and axial stresses applied by the stiffeners. Likewise, 
the stresses at the outer surface (r = c) result in 
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Substituting the displacements (2.4.2 – 2.4.4) into the 6 stress boundary conditions provides the 
shell dynamic equations. At the inner surface, Equations 2.4.12 – 2.4.14 become 
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At the outer boundary surface, Equations (2.4.15 – 2.4.17) become 
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which includes the excitation, 2.4.11. As before, the Fourier Series of the Delta function 
summations are converted into a series of exponentials (2.2.11). Also, the same index shift 
(Equation 2.3.16) is performed on the stiffener term to rearrange the summation order.  
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The system equations (2.4.24 – 2.4.26 and 2.4.21 – 2.4.23) are now ready for orthogonalization.  
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2.4.3 Mode Decoupled Form 

 Following the procedure of Hull [19] with the thin-shell model, the stress equations can 
be orthogonalized into an infinite set of (m, n) indexed equations. Equations 2.4.21, 2.4.23, 

2.4.24, and 2.4.26 are multiplied with ÃÏÓÎʃÅ , while Equations 2.4.22 and 2.4.25 are 

multiplied with ÓÉÎÎʃÅ . Each is then integrated [0, 2π] on θ and [0, L] on z. The 
orthogonalization process is described in detail in Chapter 2.3. The infinite summations in m and 
n are decoupled into (m, n)-indexed equations with the exponentials and sinusoids eliminated. 
Each set of 6 (m, n) decoupled equations includes the three radial-normal (τrr) and radial-shear 
(τrθ, τrz) stress equations at the inner boundary (r = a) 
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where the displacement coefficients inside the stiffener summation are indexed with respect to 
the stiffener index (s). The same 3 radial stress equations at the outer boundary (r = c) are 
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Combining the displacement formulations (2.4.6 – 2.4.8) with the (m, n) decoupled equations 
results in the final indexed set of equations. The first 3 equations include the stiffener stresses 
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and the second 3 include the external pressures applied to the outer surface 
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The outer surface experiences the ring load excitation only at index (m, n) = (0, 0). Higher 
circumferential modes, n > 0, have no effect on the response for the ring load excitation. 

 For each (m, n) index, Equations 2.4.33 – 2.4.38 are grouped together to form a 6-
dimensional matrix equation, with unknown wave coefficients are grouped together into a 
vector, x 
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Amn is a 6x6 matrix that describes the shell dynamics for the (m, n) mode and is shown in the 
Appendix. xmn is the vector of wave coefficients 

●□▪ ὃ ȟὄ ȟὅ ȟὈ ȟὉ ȟὊ ςȢτȢτπ 

 



 

40 
 

Z, T, and R are the 6x6 stiffness matrices in the axial, tangential, and radial directions, and the 
external force vector, f, is only present for the (0, 0) index. Each stiffener matrix has a single 
nonzero row 
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For the ring load considered in this current system, the excitation vector is specified as 

Ἦ πȟπȟπȟ0ȟπȟπ ςȢτȢττ 

 2.4.4 Global Matrix Equation System 

 Following the procedure used with the thin-shell system, a global matrix equation of 
varying m is constructed for each circumferential mode, n. Note that each (m, n) stiffener matrix 
only has a single value of n, so the circumferential mode is still totally decoupled. Specifically, the 
global matrix equation matches Equation 2.3.35. For each value of n, the m-global matrix 
equation can be expressed as 
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where Ἃ  is the block diagonal matrix that describes the nth circumferential mode shell dynamics, 
ὀἶ is the m-indexed vector of displacement coefficients, Ἠἶȟἢἶȟἠἶ are the global matrices 

comprised of the individual Zm-s, Tm-s and Rm-s stiffener matrices for the nth mode. Ἦἶ is the system 
excitation vector, with nonzero elements only at m = 0. 
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As with the thin-shell model, the matrix is invertible for real material parameter values and the 
global stiffener matrices are rank-deficient. The unknown coefficients are found by solving 
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The  ὀἶ solutions contain the unknown coefficients Amn – Fmn which define the displacement 
coefficients, Wmn, Vmn, Umn, according to 2.4.6 – 2.4.8. Finally, the overall displacements w(r, θ, 
z, t), v(r, θ, z, t) and u(r, θ, z, t) are found using 2.4.2 – 2.4.4. 

 

2.5 Excitations 

All excitations considered in this study are harmonic pressure waveforms; in fact, the 
techniques used to solve the system displacements require a harmonic input. This is not 
necessarily a restrictive condition as pure waves propagating through a medium, whether solid 
or fluid, will be spatially and temporally harmonic. Since the main equations of motion are written 
in terms of stress, the inputs must be given in terms of pressure. Excitations are applied at the 
outermost shell surface (r = c). There are 2 input types that are applied to the model: a ring load, 
and an incident plane wave. 

2.5.1 Ring Load Excitation 

The ring load is the simplest input, representing a radial pressure wave that propagates 
along the cylinder axis, according to 
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P0 is the constant pressure magnitude, ω is the excitation frequency, and k is the excitation 
wavenumber. Ring loads create a radial expansion that travels axially. Note that the ring load is 
symmetric about the cylinder longitudinal axis, causing no circumferential deformation. While a 
ring loading may not represent a realistic input, it is very useful for characterization of the system. 
Figure 2.5.1 shows an example of the cylindrical shell (without stiffeners or damping) response 
from a ring load with exaggerated magnitude. 

 
Figure 2.5.1 ɀ Ring load excitation applied to unreinforced cylindrical shell 

 

2.5.2 Incident Plane Wave (Acoustic Wave) 

 Incident plane waves are representative of an incoming oscillatory signal such as sonar, 
and travel in a distinct direction. They are monochromatic, meaning the excitation frequency is 
constant. Fluids generally do not support shear wave transmission and the waves considered 
here are purely dilatational (irrotational) or compressional. Pressure waves used in the model are 
derived from a plane wave given in Cartesian coordinates as 

ὖὼȟώȟᾀȟὸ ὖὩ▓Ͻ► ςȢυȢς 

Unit vector r = [x, y, z]T denotes the wave location and vector k = [k cos φi, 0, k sin φi]T is the 
excitation wave vector, which denotes the wavenumber and direction of propagation.  
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Figure 2.5.2 ɀ !ÃÏÕÓÔÉÃ ×ÁÖÅ ÅØÃÉÔÉÎÇ ÏÕÔÅÒ ÃÙÌÉÎÄÅÒ ÓÕÒÆÁÃÅȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎÇÌÅ ÏÆ ÉÎÃÉÄÅÎÃÅȟ ʒi 

Plane wave excitations can have an oblique angle of travel relative to the z-axis, shown in Figure 
2.5.2 with the angle φi, but must always point towards the cylinder center-line (cannot be 
vertically offset, for example). Note that the system is symmetric about cylinder axis, even with 
stiffeners, so it can always be assumed that the incoming wave is perpendicular with the y-axis 
without loss of generality. For use with the model, the plane wave excitation must be converted 
into cylindrical coordinates using the relationships 

ὼ ὶὧέί—ȟ ώ ὶίὭὲ—ȟ ᾀ ᾀ ςȢυȢσ 

Expanding the original equation results in 

ὖὼȟώȟᾀȟὸ ὖὩ▓Ͻ► ὖὩ Ὡ Ὡ ςȢυȢτ 

with ky = 0 as it is parallel to the y-axis, kx = kr = k cos φi, and kz = k sin φi. The norm of k is related 
to the excitation frequency and the properties of the fluid 

ȿ▓ȿ Ὧ
‫

ὧ
ςȢυȢυ 

in which cf is the surrounding fluid wave speed. Unlike the ring load, which simply specifies a 
wavenumber value, k, it makes sense to link the plane wave input to the wave speed of the 
surrounding medium. Changing the above pressure wave equation into cylindrical coordinates 
using the relationships above results in 

 ὖὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ ὖὩ Ὡ Ὡ ςȢυȢφ 

The last exponential in r and θ can be expanded using the Jacobi-Anger identity in order to 
achieve a series of circumferential modes 

ὖὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ ὖὩ Ὡ ὐὯὶ ς ὭὐὯὶὧέίὲ— ςȢυȢχ 
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where Jn are nth order Bessel functions of the 1st kind. Finally, the bracketed term can be 
consolidated by introducing the Neumann factor, εn 

‐
ρȟ ὲ π
ςȟ ὲ π

ςȢυȢψ 

to result in the condensed form of the plane wave in cylindrical coordinates. The excitation is 
applied only at the outermost surface of constant radius (r = c) 

ὖ—ȟᾀȟὸ ὖὩ Ὡ ‐ὭὐὯὧὧέίὲ— ςȢυȢω 

Though this form unfortunately involves an infinite series of Bessel functions, it eliminates the 
last exponential of Equation 2.5.6, and gives the input in terms of circumferential modes which 
will complement the model solution techniques nicely. 

Incident plane wave excitation is not symmetric about the cylindrical axis like the ring load, and 
can cause circumferential deformations. The resulting deformations can be quite complex even 
without reinforcement. Figure 2.5.2 shows an example plane wave incident on the left hand side 
of an unreinforced shell, with exaggerated displacements. 

 
Figure 2.5.2 ɀ Plane Wave excitation applied to the left side of unreinforced cylindrical shell 
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2.5.3 Modifications to System Equations for Plane Wave Input 

 Chapter 2.3 and 2.4 fully derived the reference and baseline models excited by a ring load. 
Recall that n > 0 circumferential modes have no effect on the system when excited by a ring 
loading. For a plane wave load, there are some small but important modifications that must be 
made to the decoupled and matrix equations. The radial-normal stress, τrr, at the outer radius (r 
= c) must be rewritten. Equation 2.4.21 is now given as 
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ὠ ὧ ‗ὭὯὟ ὧ ὧέίὲ—Ὡ  

ὖὩ ‐ὭὐὯὧὧέίὲ—                                                                                     ςȢυȢρπ 

with the excitation term shown above now includes an infinite summation of n. The 
orthogonalization process is performed as before, but n-dependence means that the decoupled 
τrr equation (2.4.36) is also slightly different 
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In addition to the new Bessel function, the Kroncker delta only requires m = 0. Thus the plane 
wave input is present for all circumferential modes, and these modes now have an effect on the 
response, unlike the ring load excited system. Grouping the modified equations into a matrix 
results in the following system 

═ ●
ὑ

ὥὒ
╩ ●

ὑ

ὥὒ
╣ ●

ὑ

ὥὒ
╡ ● ‏█ ςȢυȢρς 

█ πȟπȟπȟὖ‐ὭὐὯὧȟπȟπ ςȢυȢρσ 

where the (m, n) indexed input vector is multiplied with the new Kronecker delta, δm0. All the 
global equations are unchanged. 
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Chapter 3 
Base Model Simulation Results 
 

 

 Before continuing on to develop the more advanced systems (Models 2 – 5 from the 
Introduction), the base model and reference behavior is examined. Unreinforced shell responses 
are given to illustrate the motion of the shell without stiffeners, and the reference model 
behavior is shown for both types of excitations. Validation of the new elastic base model with 
the reference model is an important step, and here the convergence of the model is checked to 
ensure there is an adequate number of modes present in the simulation. Lastly, the base model 
is excited with high-frequency inputs and its response is investigated. 

 

 3.1 Shell Displacement Response 

3.1.1 Model Parameters 

 With the baseline reinforced thick-shell model derived in Chapter 2.4, the displacement 
response can be evaluated for systems with realistic material and geometry. Most applications 
for reinforced cylinders will require high strength, especially if designing for internal or external 
fluid loading. Steel (and its alloys) is often a sensible choice for both the shell as well as the rib, 
and is found in pressure vessels, undersea vehicle hulls, and industrial piping. Table 3.1.1 displays 
the relevant material properties for the shell and rib. 
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Property Symbol Value Units 

9ÏÕÎÇȭÓ -ÏÄÕÌÕÓ E 210x109 N/m 2 

0ÏÉÓÓÏÎȭÓ 2ÁÔÉÏ ʉ 0.30 None 

Structural Damping ʂ 0.00 None 

Density ʍ 7850 kg/m 3 

Lamé 1st Parameter ʇ 1.212 x1011 N/m 2 

Shear Modulus ʈȟ ' 8.077x1010 N/m 2 

Table 3.1.1 ɀ Material Properties for Shell and Ribs 

Some applications may employ a stiffer or softer rib material relative to the shell, depending on 
the stiffness needs. Often, the primary motivation for choosing a certain rib material is 
compatibility with the shell, especially in terms of attachment. For welding, a similar alloy metal 
as the shell is required; for bonding, riveting, or bolted connections, material similarity may not 
be a concern. The parameters displayed in Table 3.1.1 are used for any shell model, thin or thick. 
Structural damping (η) is implemented as a hysteretic loss component of the elastic modulus, 
resulting in a complex modulus with the imaginary part dependent upon η. 

Ὁ Ὁ Ὁ Ὥ Ὁρ Ὥ– σȢρȢρ 

However, for steel, there is very little internal damping and thus the hysteretic element can be 
ignored. For non-steel materials, the damping factor is important and will be revisited later. 
Properties such as Young’s Modulus and Poisson’s Ratio are related to the Lamé Parameters 

‗
Ὁ ’

ρ ’ ρ ς’
ȟ ‘

Ὁ

ςρ ’
σȢρȢς 

Lambda and mu are found in the derived model equations from prior Chapters. Mu is often 
referred to as the Shear Modulus (G).  

Shell and rib geometry is dependent upon whether the baseline (thick) or reference (thin) model 
is used. A restrictive assumption of the thin-shell model is that there exits only a single nominal 
radius with a thickness centered about it. Thus the shell radius for thin-shell systems is the 
average of the inner and outer radius. Table 3.1.2 displays the relevant dimensions for the shell. 
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Shell Property Symbol Value Units 

Inner Radius a 4.500 m 

Thickness h 0.0254 m 

Outer Radius c 4.5254 m 

Rib Spacing L 0.8 m 

Table 3.1.2 ɀ Dimensional Properties for Shell 

Rib dimensions are dependent upon the cross-section. For this study, rectangular cross-sections 
are used, as described in Figure 2.2.3 of Chapter 2.2. Table 3.1.3 displays the pertinent 
dimensions for the stiffening ribs. 

Rib Property Symbol Value Units 

Width b 0.0254 m 

Height hr 0.1016 m 

Radius ar 4.4374 m 

Area (Cross-section) A 0.00258 m2 

Area Moment of Inertia I 2.083x10-6 m4 

Polar Moment of Inertia J 4.391x10-7 m4 

Table 3.1.3 ɀ Dimensional Properties for Ribs 

The last 4 properties of Table 3.1.3 are computed from the rib width and height. 
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ὦὬȟ ὐ πȢςψρὦὬ σȢρȢσ 

3.1.2 Simulation Settings 

After establishing the model parameters for the chosen material and geometry, the settings for 
the simulation must be determined. Recall the displacement field equations from the base model 
(Equations 2.4.2 – 2.4.4) 

όὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ Ὗ ὶὧέίὲ—Ὡ Ὡ σȢρȢτ 

ὺὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ ὠ ὶίὭὲὲ—Ὡ Ὡ σȢρȢυ 

ύὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ ὡ ὶὧέίὲ—Ὡ Ὡ σȢρȢφ 
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First, the temporal frequency, ω, for the input must be chosen; see the Excitations section of 
Chapter 2.5. Since the system is linear, the displacement response has the same harmonic 
frequency as the excitation wave; ω in 3.1.4 – 3.1.6 is the same as the input. Unfortunately, the 
3 displacement equations involve infinite summations, which must be approximated to execute 
a simulation. By using a finite number of terms that are large enough to represent all relevant 
motion, the real system can be simulated.  

Setting Symbol Units 

Input Frequency ʖ rad/s  

Number of 
Circumferential Modes  

npts None (Integer) 

Number of Axial Modes mpts None (Integer) 

Table 3.1.4 ɀ Simulation settings 

The settings shown in Table 3.1.4 will be varied for different simulations. Integer circumferential 
and axial modes are set on the intervals 

ὲȡπȟρȟςȟσȟȣȟὲ                   άȡ
ά

ς
ȟȣȟςȟρȟπȟρȟςȟȣȟ

ά

ς
σȢρȢχ 

to account for the limits on the respective summations. For odd values of mpts, floor or ceiling 
functions ensure that mpts/2 is an integer. 
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3.1.3 Unreinforced Model Results 

 This is study is focused on the spatial displacement responses, such that the temporal 
component is not considered. However, the range of excitation frequencies has an important 
effect on the spatial response, particularly if the input wavenumber and frequency are coupled 
(k = ω/cf). Both ring loading and plane-wave loadings will be discussed. Parameters presented in 
Tables 3.1.1 – 3.1.3 are constant during this study, but each model will have additional 
parameters that must be set (fluid, beam, etc) in addition to the simulation settings displayed in 
Table 3.1.4.  

 The unreinforced model has been explored by many authors including Gazis and Graf, and 
the responses are included in this study to better show the effect of the stiffeners. First the ring 
loading is examined. Since there are no stiffeners, only the m = 0 mode is needed; since the input 
is a ring load, only the n = 0 circumferential mode affects the model.  

Setting Symbol Value Units 

Input Frequency f 10 to 10000 Hz 

Input Wavenumber k π ÏÒ ςʌÆȾÃf 1/m  

Thickness h 0.0254 m 

Number of 
Circumferential Modes  

npts 1 or 101 None 

Number of Axial Modes mpts 1 None 

Table 3.1.5 ɀ Unreinforced base model (elastic) settings 

If the excitation wavenumber k = 0, then the radial response is constant along the cylinder length. 
Figure 3.1.1 and 3.1.2 display the unreinforced response of the shell for this input. 
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Figure 3.1.1 ɀ Unreinforced radial response for ring load (k = 0, f = 10hz) 

 
Figure 3.1.2 ɀ Unreinforced axial response for ring load (k = 0, f = 10hz) 
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There is no axial displacement in the shell, because the ring load only applies a radial pressure; 
the displacement is constant along the cylinder length, as expected. Excitation frequency can be 
swept from 10Hz to 10kHz to determine any notable resonances. 

 
Figure 3.1.3 ɀ Unreinforced radial frequency response (z = 0) for ring load (k = 0) 

The z-constant ring load causes only a single radial resonance at 190Hz. When k = ω/cf, where cf 
is a nominal fluid wave speed (m/s), the ring load excitation is no longer constant along the 
cylinder length, and the shell displacements now vary axially. 
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Figure 3.1.4 ɀ 5ÎÒÅÉÎÆÏÒÃÅÄ ÒÁÄÉÁÌ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÒÉÎÇ ÌÏÁÄ ɉË Ѐ ʖȾÃf, f = 10hz) 

 
Figure 3.1.5 ɀ 5ÎÒÅÉÎÆÏÒÃÅÄ ÁØÉÁÌ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÒÉÎÇ ÌÏÁÄ ɉË Ѐ ʖȾÃf, f = 10hz) 
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Increasing the excitation frequency to 5000Hz shows the sinusoidal nature of the shell motion, 
seen in Figure 3.1.6 and 3.1.7. 

 
Figure 3.1.6 ɀ 5ÎÒÅÉÎÆÏÒÃÅÄ ÒÁÄÉÁÌ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÒÉÎÇ ÌÏÁÄ ɉË Ѐ ʖȾÃf, f = 5000hz) 

 
Figure 3.1.7 ɀ 5ÎÒÅÉÎÆÏÒÃÅÄ ÁØÉÁÌ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÒÉÎÇ ÌÏÁÄ ɉË Ѐ ʖȾÃf, f = 5000hz) 
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Figures 3.1.4 to 3.1.7 have a constant magnitude, but are broken down into real and imaginary 
components. Note that there is now an axial response as well as a radial response to the ring 
loading. If the excitation frequency ω = 2πcf/L = 3700π then there will be one sinusoidal period 
along the z axis. As before, the input is swept from 10 to 10000Hz, but there is both an axial and 
radial response. 

 
Figure 3.1.8 ɀ 5ÎÒÅÉÎÆÏÒÃÅÄ ÒÁÄÉÁÌȾÁØÉÁÌ ÆÒÅÑÕÅÎÃÙ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ɉÚ Ѐ πɊ ÆÏÒ ÒÉÎÇ ÌÏÁÄ ɉË Ѐ ʖȾÃf) 

There are 2 resonances of the system now, the radial resonance at 180Hz and a longitudinal 
resonance at 8770Hz.  

Next the plane-wave excitation is applied to the system, at an oblique angle φi = π/12, 
which is 15 degrees from a broadside impact (see Chapter 2.5). Plane-wave excitation is not 
circumferentially symmetric, and thus non-zero circumferential modes (n > 0) are required; npts 
= 101 is chosen to ensure that any important modes are not being ignored. Figure 3.1.8 displays 
the total cylinder response for a 10hz plane-wave excitation. 
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Figure 3.1.9 ɀ Unreinforced cylinder radial (top), tangential (mid), and axial (bottom) 

displacement response for plane-wave: 10Hz, ʒi Ѐ ʌȾρς, npts = 101 

Figure 3.1.9 is essentially an unwrapped cylinder, with the vertical axis designating the angular 
position around the circumference and the horizontal axis designating the axial position along 
the cylinder length. Contour color designates the magnitude of the displacement in absolute 
value (log scale). The plane wave input is not symmetric about the cylinder axis and impacts at θ 
= 0. At this angular position, the radial magnitude is largest, and the tangential is a minimum 
(scales are equal); the tangential deformation is inverted relative to the radial deformation, but 
there is little angular dependence for the axial displacement. This shows behavior dominated by 
a low order circumferential mode: the middle plot shows a dilatational circumferential mode and 
the upper plot shows a circumferential shear mode. For dilatational waves, the amplitude is 
parallel to the direction of travel; for shear waves, the amplitude is perpendicular to the direction 
of travel. Shear waves are denoted by the direction of wave propagation and the direction of 
amplitude is assumed by context. At 5000Hz, the shape is similar but the magnitudes have 
decreased significantly, requiring a change in scale. 
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Figure 3.1.10 ɀ Unreinforced cylinder radial (top), tangential (mid), and axial (bottom) 

displacement response for plane-wave: 5000Hz, ʒi Ѐ ʌȾρς, npts = 101 

At 5000Hz, there are numerous bands indicating that the motion is dominated by a higher-order 
circumferential mode: the lower plot indicates a circumferential shear mode is present. 
Unfortunately, sweeping excitation frequency with an applied plane-wave does not show the 
distinct resonances of the ring loading. 
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Figure 3.1.11 ɀ Unreinforced radial/axial/tangential frequeÎÃÙ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ɉÚ Ѐ πȟ ʃ Ѐ σφÄÅÇɊ 

for plane-wave loading 

The frequency response of the shell at position z = 0 and θ = 36deg shows harmonics of a 137Hz 
fundamental frequency. Ring-loading resonances of 180Hz and 8770Hz are present, but are not 
distinct from the other harmonics. All three displacements have matching resonances. Even for 
unreinforced systems, the frequency response is not especially helpful. 

3.1.4 Thin-Shell Model Results 

The Donnell-based model derived in Chapter 2.3 provides the validation for the newly 
developed elastic base model (Chapter 2.4). Hull [19] used FEA to support the results from the 
thin-shell system and achieved excellent agreement between the two methods. FEA is outside 
the scope of this study, but the elastic model can be configured to match the thin-shell system. 
Thus, the thin-shell results will be presented first using the data described above. The number of 
modes (mpts and npts) simulated is very limiting because the computational cost can become 
substantial, especially when evaluating Bessel functions. 

 By design, the ring load is symmetric about the cylinder axis, such that there is no 
tangential displacement and circumferential modes have no effect on the forced response (see 
Equation 2.3.28). Thus the radial and axial displacement is constant around the shell 
circumference, so it is only necessary to observe the response at a single point on the 
circumference; θ = 0 is chosen for all ring load responses. Table 3.1.6 shows the parameters 
chosen for the base thin-shell model with delta connectors and linear spring stiffeners. 
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Setting Symbol Value Units 

Input Frequency f 10 to 5000 Hz 

Input Wavenumber k π ÏÒ ςʌÆȾÃf 1/m  

Thickness h 0.001 m 

Number of 
Circumferential Modes  

npts 1 or 21 None 

Number of Axial Modes mpts 201 None 

Rib Stiffness Radial Kr 1x1010 N/m  

Rib Stiffness Tangential Kt 1x1010 N/m  

Rib Stiffness Axial Kz 1x1010 N/m  

Table 3.1.6 ɀ Thin-shell base model settings 

Instead of displaying real and imaginary components, which begin to become confusing when 
the model is reinforced, the magnitude in absolute value (log scale) will be plotted. Displacement 
magnitude is more important than the direction of displacement especially at higher frequencies. 
Figure 3.1.12 and 3.1.13 show the radial and axial displacements of the thin-shell model for a 
10Hz, 1000Hz, and 5000Hz ring load with k = 0 wavenumber.  

 
Figure 3.1.12 ɀ Thin-shell radial response for ring load (k = 0, f = 10, 1000, 5000Hz) 
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Figure 3.1.13 ɀ Thin-shell axial response for ring load (k = 0, f = 10, 1000, 5000Hz) 

Unlike the unreinforced model, the thin-shell model with periodic stiffeners has a significant axial 
response even though the input is purely radial with no axial variation. Both the thin-shell and 
thick-shell equations of motion are coupled, so if the system becomes non-uniform (due to the 
ribs) then the response will be coupled. Responses are sinusoidal and symmetric about the mid-
point of the cylinder length (z = 0.4); magnitudes are far lower than the low frequency case, as 
expected. For the k = ω/cf wavenumber input, the responses become more complicated. 
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Figure 3.1.14 ɀ Thin-shell radial response for ring load (k = ʖȾÃf, f = 10, 1000, 5000Hz) 

 
Figure 3.1.15 ɀ Thin-shell axial response for ring load (k = ʖȾÃf, f = 10, 1000, 5000Hz) 

Periodic reinforcing ribs add significant content compared to the unreinforced model due to the 
wave reflections from the stiffeners. 
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 Plane-wave loading at the same oblique angle (φi = π/12) is now applied to the thin-shell 
system and the unwrapped shell displacements are plotted for a 10Hz and 5000Hz excitation in 
Figures 3.1.16 and 3.1.17. This requires additional circumferential modes (n > 0), which are more 
expensive to generate so npts = 21 is chosen. 

 
Figure 3.1.16 ɀ Thin-shell cylinder radial (top), tangential (mid), and axial (bottom) 

displacement response for plane-wave: 10Hz, ʒÉ Ѐ ʌȾρς, npts = 20 
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Figure 3.1.17 ɀ Thin-shell cylinder radial (top), tangential (mid), and axial (bottom) 

displacement response for plane-wave: 5000Hz, ʒi Ѐ ʌȾρς, npts = 20 

The low frequency (10Hz) response shows a dependency on the z-position of cylinder, but does 
not have much variation with angular position. The higher frequency response shows a high order 
circumferential mode and also a longitudinal shear mode seen in the radial displacement (top of 
3.1.18). 

3.1.5 Validation of Elastic Model with Thin-Shell 

 To support the use of the elastic model, it is necessary to compare it to the thin-shell 
model. Hull had compared the thin-shell results with a very small thickness, h = 0.001m, and 
Figure 3.1.18 shows the unreinforced thin-shell and unreinforced thick-shell models diverging at 
higher frequencies for larger thicknesses.  
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Figure 3.1.18 ɀ Unreinforced models compared for h = 0.001m (left) and h = 0.05m (right) 

Figure 3.1.18 shows that the two models will diverge for non-small thicknesses (h >> 0.001) at 
higher frequencies (f > 1000Hz). Therefore, it is necessary to change the thickness of the elastic 
model to h = 0.001m, and excite at low frequencies. Another important parameter is the number 
of stiffener terms, mpts, which must be equal for both models to ensure a fair assessment. Relative 
to the thin-shell model, evaluating the elastic model is computationally expensive, and thus mpts 
must be kept to a minimum acceptable value. Table 3.1.7 presents the simulation parameters for 
the elastic validation. 

Setting Symbol Value Units 

Input Frequency f 10, 50, 90 Hz 

Input Wavenumber k ςʌÆȾÃf 1/m  

Thickness h 0.001 m 

Number of Circ. Modes  npts 1 None 

Number of Axial Modes mpts 31 None 

Rib Stiffness Radial Kr 1x1010 N/m  

Rib Stiffness Tangential Kt 1x1010 N/m  

Rib Stiffness Axial Kz 1x1010 N/m  

Table 3.1.7 ɀ Elastic and Thin-shell base model settings for validation 
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A comparison between the thin-shell and elastic model for 10, 50, and 90Hz is presented in Figure 
3.1.19 and 3.1.20. 

 
Figure 3.1.19 ɀ Comparison of thin and thick-shell (mpts = 31) radial displacement excited 

by 10, 50 and 90Hz Ring Loading (k = 0) 
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Figure 3.1.20 ɀ Comparison of thin and thick-shell (mpts = 31) axial displacement excited by 

10, 50 and 90Hz Ring Loading (k = 0) 

Both the radial and axial displacement from the elastic model match the reference thin-shell 
model very well, the magnitudes are nearly indistinguishable. As mentioned, the number of axial 
modes must be kept to the minimum value that achieves convergence. Plotting the magnitude 
of each mode shows the diminishing contributions as the index number increases. 
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Figure 3.1.21 ɀ Magnitude of displacement modes for each axial index, m 

For mpts = 31, the modes are truncated at m = ±15, which are significantly smaller than the 
primary (largest) modes; the magnitude of the 15th axial displacement mode is -70dB less than 
the primary mode (roughly 3x10-4). Thus, the elastic model is deemed converged at mpts = 31, and 
is validated by the reference model. Note that there is no appreciable tangential displacement 
for the symmetric ring load, so it is not shown. 

 Acoustic plane-wave inputs do not cause a symmetric response and are dependent upon 
the circumferential mode, n. Therefore, the acoustic wave produces more complex motion and 
is a more thorough test for validation. It is necessary to compute a nominalized error, which can 
be displayed as a contour similar to the thin and thick-shell results. 

Ὁὶὶέὶ Ὠὄ ςπÌÏÇ
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Figure 3.1.22 ɀ Thin and Thick-shell radial (top), tangential (mid), and axial (bottom) 

Normalized Error in dB for plane-wave: 50Hz, ʒÉ Ѐ ʌȾρςȟ ÍÐÔÓ Ѐ σρȟ ÎÐÔÓ Ѐ χ 

Figure 3.1.22 presents the normalized error, in which a value of 0 indicates 100% error and -80dB 
indicates 0.01% error. Axial displacement error has a peak level of -30dB which is roughly 4% 
error, which is satisfactory considering the small amplitude scales; the radial and tangential error 
is less than 1%. Convergence of the thick-shell solution is determined by investigating the relative 
magnitude of the m and n modes. Figure 3.1.23 to 3.1.25 display the mode contributions for the 
axial modes, circumferential modes and the normalized 2-dimensional contour, respectively.  
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Figure 3.1.23 ɀ Magnitude of displacement modes for each axial index, m 

 
Figure 3.1.24 ɀ Magnitude of displacement modes for each circumferential index, n 
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Figure 3.1.25 ɀ Normalized magnitude of displacement modes for each circumferential 

index, n and axial index, m 

There is at least a 60dB reduction in magnitude from the largest mode to the smallest for each 
displacement, indicating that the simulation has converged. Consequently, mpts and npts will be 
set to 31 and 7, respectively, for the following simulations. 

3.1.6 Base Model Displacement Response 

 With the elastic model validated, the thickness can be increased back to the nominal 
value, h = 0.0254m, and higher frequencies can be investigated. Shell displacements are output 
at the mid-point radius of the shell thickness (matching the thin-shell output radius); the behavior 
of the shell throughout its thickness will be investigated in the final model with coating. First the 
base model ring-loading response is shown in Figures 3.1.26 – 3.1.27. 
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Figure 3.1.26 ɀ Base model radial displacement response excited by 50, 1000 and 5000Hz 

Ring Loading (k = 0) 

 
Figure 3.1.27 ɀ Base model axial displacement response excited by 50, 1000 and 5000Hz 

Ring Loading (k = 0) 
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Increasing the thickness has a large effect on the structure stiffness, and the displacement 
magnitudes are much lower than before. Also, the radial response has very little variation along 
the Z axis; the slight sinusoidal amplitude is hidden by the plot scales. 

The base model is also excited with an acoustic plane-wave. Results and are presented as 
2-dimensional contours of magnitude in Figures 3.1.28 – 3.1.30. 

 
Figure 3.1.28 ɀ Elastic base model radial (top), tangential (mid), and axial (bottom) 

displacement response for acoustic-×ÁÖÅȡ υπ(Úȟ ʒi = 15 deg of broadside, mpts = 31, npts = 7 
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Figure 3.1.29 ɀ Elastic base model radial (top), tangential (mid), and axial (bottom) 
displacement response for acoustic-wave: 100π(Úȟ ʒi = 15 deg, mpts = 31, npts = 7 

 
Figure 3.1.30 ɀ Elastic base model radial (top), tangential (mid), and axial (bottom) 
displacement response for acoustic-wave: 500π(Úȟ ʒi = 15 deg, mpts = 31, npts = 7 
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A unique feature of the acoustic wave, which impacts the shell at θ = 0, is that the tangential 
displacement (V) has zero magnitude at θ = 0 and θ = 180; as expected, all 3 displacements are 
symmetric about the θ = 180 horizontal line. At 50Hz excitation, the radial and axial 
displacements express a low wavenumber sine wave traveling along the Z axis. At higher input 
frequencies, the motion is dominated by dilatational and shear circumferential modes, presented 
by the lines of constant magnitude propagating along the Z axis. Generally, the displacement 
magnitude lessens with increasing excitation frequency. 

 

3.2 Numerical Challenges 

3.2.1 Bessel Function Evaluations 

 Bessel functions and the related Hankel functions are an integral part of developing the 
elasticity solution for cylindrical solids, with or without reinforcement. The separation of 
variables method eventually leads to the Bessel’s equation in terms of the radial variable, r, and 
circumferential index, n. Bessel functions are the solutions to this equation. Development of the 
unreinforced elastic cylindrical shell concludes with a formulation of the displacement field 
coefficients in terms of Bessel functions (Equation 2.1.52 – 2.1.54):  

ὐ‌ὶȟ ὣ ‌ὶȟ ὐ‍ὶȟ ὣ ‍ὶ σȢςȢρ 

where α and β are the modified wavenumbers given by 
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If the argument is imaginary, the modified Bessel functions are used. Figure 2.1.3 shows that the 
modified Bessel functions become asymptotic for arguments approaching zero (K type) or 
arguments away from zero (I type). 

 When reinforcement is considered, the modified wavenumbers are indexed with the axial 
mode, m, to produce the following 
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For higher order m, the modified wavenumbers become imaginary with large amplitude, thus 
they can certainly pose numerical problems once the Bessel functions are evaluated, unless L, 
the periodic rib spacing, is unrealistically large.  

 With the parameters used in the model and 31 axial terms, mpts, the modified 
wavenumbers reach approximately 120.0i, which evaluates to 1e230 from the Bessel functions. 
Understandably, this will cause serious issues when solving the matrix equation. Unfortunately 
using asymptotic approximate forms of the Bessel functions produces similarly large numbers. 

3.2.2 Ill-conditioned A Matrix 

 After forming the global matrices for the shell dynamics (A) and the stiffener stresses (Z, 
T, and R), the matrix equation must be solved, as seen in Equation 2.3.32 and Equation 2.4.47. 
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Generally, this matrix equation can be considered as the standard matrix equation 
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which is not solved by finding the matrix inverse of A. Instead, more efficient methods exist and 
are used by the Matlab “mldivide” operator, based on the properties of the A matrix [24]. For 
the thin-shell reference model, with a ring loading input of magnitude P0 = 1: 
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Each equation/row of the thin-shell model represents the 3 stress equations, ʐ ʐ ʐ . 
For the thick-shell with the same input: 
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Each equation/row of the thick-shell model represents the 3 stress equations at the 2 boundary 
conditions (inner surface r = a, and outer surface r = c) resulting in 6 total equations, 
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ʐȟ ʐ ȟ ʐȟ ʐȟ ʐ ȟ ʐȟ .  The solved coefficients, Am through Fm, are then input 
into Equation 2.1.52 – 2.1.54 to get the shell displacements, Um Vm and Wm. Recall that the global 
A matrix of 3.2.6 and 3.2.7 is for each circumferential mode. 

The A matrix has the following properties: Non-Hermitian, Non-orthogonal, Non-symmetric, 
Non-sparse, Square. Mldivide will use an LU factorization technique to numerically solve Ax = b. 
Unfortunately, the matrix is severely ill-conditioned:  

ὧέὲὨὃ ρπ  

Unsurprisingly, any conventional solution method fails when presented a matrix with such a high 
condition number. Thus, it is not possible to solve the global matrix equation Ax = b using 
standard double precision. 

3.2.3 Multi-precision Toolbox 

 In order to solve Equation 3.2.5, it is necessary to increase the numerical precision 
available. The Advanpix Multi-Precision Toolbox integrates into Matlab and provides a library of 
classes and functions that operate with user-defined precision [25]. All of the Bessel and Hankel 
functions are present in the library, as well as the mldivide linear system solver. Even though the 
matrix is so poorly conditioned, with a high enough precision it can still be solved at the expense 
of simulation run-time. 

3.2.4 Simulation Performance 

 Thus there is a balancing act of including enough modes, mpts, such that the simulation 
has properly converged, and keeping the simulation run-time reasonable. Adding more modes 
not only affects the condition number of the A matrix and the precision required to solve the 
matrix equation, but it also increases the size of the system, which is equal to 6mpts x 6mpts. When 
the coating is added to the system for Model 5, the size grows to 12mpts x 12mpts. The process 
repeats for each circumferential mode, n, such that the Ax = b must be solved npts times for each 
solution at a single excitation frequency, ω. Table 3.2.1 displays the number of modes, the 
precision required and the simulation run-time for the base model. 
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mpts Precision (digits) Run-time (sec) 

1 16 (double) <1 

3 64 1.5 

7 128 5.5 

11 170 18 

15 256 53 

21 340 183 

25 500 409 

31 560 980 

Table 3.2.1 ɀ Simulation performance, Base model 

Simulation run-times shown in Table 3.2.1 are for the base model with a single circumferential 
mode and a single excitation frequency. The coated elastic model, derived in Chapter 4.4 requires 
a 2x larger matrix system to be solved. This system, consequently, has much longer running times 
for each configuration. Fortunately, the matrix condition number doesn’t change significantly for 
each value of mpts between the base and coated model, so the same precision can be used. Table 
3.2.2 displays the coated model simulation performance. 

mpts Precision (digits) Run-time (sec) 

1 16 (double) <1 

3 64 3.6 

7 128 12.5 

11 170 31.7 

15 256 85 

21 340 262 

25 500 565 

31 560 1585 

Table 3.2.2 ɀ Simulation performance, Coated model 

Adding additional circumferential modes to the simulation increases solve times considerably, 
though the number of digits need not increase. Solving the base model with npts = 7 requires 
nearly 7 hours (25,000 sec) per frequency. While this project is a good candidate for parallel 
processing, the project sponsor desires that the simulation code is able to run on an isolated 
machine with a single processor core. However, parallelization will be discussed in future work. 
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Chapter 4 

Advanced Features and Validation 

 

 

 With the base model validated and its behavior studied, the more advanced models are 
developed and each one is validated with an appropriate reference. The infinitesimally-thin delta 
connectors of the base system are modified to be finite-length step connectors, which transmits 
force to and from the shell over a finite area. Linear spring rib models have been used for Model 
1 and 2; Model 3 derives the curved Timoshenko-beam based rib system and implements them 
with the standard elastic shell. After validation, the model is submerged in an infinite pool of 
acoustic fluid, which strongly affects the response of the system. Finally, in section 4.4, the 
acoustic coating is applied to the reinforced elastic shell and is validated and the convergence 
checked. This final model incorporates all the prior changes from Chapter 4. 

 

4.1 Finite-Width Ribs 

4.1.1 Step Rib Validation 

 Finite rib widths are discussed in Chapter 2.2, and were incorporated in the thin-shell 
model of Chapter 2.3. Making use of Step connectors (Heaviside functions) means that the rib 
forces are transmitted into the shell across the entire rib width, b, which is roughly 1 inch or 
0.025m. The connectors are independent of the rib model (spring, beam) and the shell model 
(thin, elastic), so there are no other changes required to assess the elastic model results. 
Convergence has been achieved with 31 axial and 7 circumferential modes, as shown in Figures 
3.1.23 and 3.1.24 from the Base Results Chapter. 
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Figure 4.1.1 ɀ Comparison of reference (mpts = 31) and elastic (mpts = 31) radial 

displacement magnitude for ring load (k = 0) 
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Figure 4.1.2 ɀ Comparison of reference (mpts = 31) and elastic (mpts = 31) axial 

displacement magnitude for ring load (k = 0) 

Using the same number of truncated terms (mpts = 31), the elastic and reference model 

match extremely well. The finite-length rib is located between z = 0 and z = b, denoted on 

the plots by the vertical dashed black line. Displacement responses are symmetric within 

ÔÈÅ ÒÉÂ ×ÉÄÔÈȟ π Ѕ Ú Ѕ Âȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÂÓȟ Â Ѕ Ú Ѕ ,ȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÒÉÂ 

ɉÁÎÄ ÎÅØÔ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎɊ ÓÔÁÒÔÓȢ 3ÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÆÒÏÍ π Ѕ Ú Ѕ , ÉÓ ÐÅÒÉÏÄȟ ÔÈÅ 

values at the endpoints must be continuous to ensure continuity. 
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 Inputting an acoustic wave into the base model with finite-ribs excites the shell in a 

more complex manner; tangential motion is present and nonzero circumferential modes 

are required to describe the behavior. Following the method of Chapter 3.1, the normalized 

error between the thin and thick models is calculated according to Equation 3.1.8. 

 
Figure 4.1.3 ɀ Thin and Thick-shell radial (top), tangential (mid), and axial (bottom) 

Normalized Error in dB for plane-wave: 50Hz, ʒÉ Ѐ ʌȾρςȟ ÍÐÔÓ Ѐ σρȟ ÎÐÔÓ Ѐ χ. Rib is located 
between the left edge (z = 0) and the red dashed line. 

Once again, the axial response contains the largest error, however the maximum magnitude is -
47dB representing roughly 0.5% error. Within the rib region (0 ≤ z ≤ 0.025) of the radial response, 
the error does grow to 6%, but the magnitude of this region drops significantly (-80dB) relative 
to the rest of the shell element displacement. 
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4.2 Timoshenko Beam Rib Model 

4.2.1 Integrating Beam Model 

 One of the major limitations of the base model is the accuracy of the linear spring rib 
model at higher frequencies. Improving the bandwidth of the stiffeners allows the total system 
to be excited over a much larger range, and thus a Timoshenko beam model is introduced. The 
dynamic beam equations were derived and decoupled to remove the angular beam deflection 
variable in Chapter 2.2. This puts them in a format compatible with the rest of the model, but 
with a significant increase in complexity compared to the spring model. Finite-length (step) 
connectors discussed previously will be implemented to present the most general case. Starting 
with the new rib equations (2.2.27 – 2.2.29) provides the stiffener forces in the radial direction 
as 

ρ

+'Á
)%
ЋÖ

Ћʃ
ʍ%)Á

ЋÖ

ЋʃЋÔ
+')%

ЋÖ

Ћʃ
+')ʍÁ

ЋÖ

ЋʃЋÔ
+'!%Á

ЋÖ

Ћʃ
)%
Ћ×

Ћʃ

ʍ%)Á
Ћ×

ЋʃЋÔ
ʍ%)Á

Ћ×

ЋÔ
+')%

Ћ×

Ћʃ
ʍ)Á

Ћ×

ЋÔ
ʍ+'!Á

Ћ×

ЋÔ

+')Áʍ
Ћ×

ЋʃЋÔ
+'!%Á× Æ 

τȢςȢρ 

in the tangential direction as 
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and in the axial direction as 

ςὋὐ

Ὤὥ

‬ύ

‬—‬ᾀ

ς”ὐ

Ὤ

‬ύ

‬ὸ‬ᾀ
Ὢ τȢςȢσ 

Recall that the axial stiffener force 4.2.3 is independent from the circular beam 4.2.1 – 4.2.2. To 
simplify the equations, the following effective stiffness terms are defined, taking advantage of 
the harmonic forms of the displacements 
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Note that the stiffness terms are dependent on circumferential index, n. To integrate the above 
rib equations with the shell, they can be inserted into the inner surface boundary conditions, 
Equations 2.4.12 – 2.4.14.  
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With the Timoshenko beam rib model integrated into the inner surface (r = a) boundary 
conditions, the procedure described in Chapter 2.3 and 2.4 can be followed. Step functions are 
converted into their Fourier series, and the index shift (Equation 2.3.16) is applied. Combining 
the inner boundary equations with the unchanged outer boundary equations (2.4.21 – 2.4.23). 
Finally, the orthogonalization process is performed. 
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4.2.2 Decoupled Form and Global Matrix Equation 

 Multiplying by Å ÃÏÓ Îʃ and integrating from [0, 2π] on n and [0, L] on z results in 
the 6 stress equations, decomposed into an infinite set of (m, n)-indexed equations with the 
harmonic terms eliminated. At the inner boundary, the radial-normal and radial shear equations 
now include the beam model 
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with dm-s resulting from the Step connector Fourier series, described in Chapter 2.2. At the outer 
boundary, 2.4.30 – 2.4.32 remain unchanged. Displacement coefficients (Wmn, Vmn, Umn) must 
now be replaced by their unknown propagation coefficients (Amn, Bmn, Cmn, Dmn, Emn, Fmn), as 
specified in Equations 2.4.6 – 2.4.8. Only the first 3 equations of 2.4.33 – 2.4.38 have been 
modified and are 
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Implementing the new beam rib model has no effect on the shell dynamics, and thus the 
system Amn matrix is unaffected compared to Chapter 2.4. In fact, only the elements of the 
stiffener matrices (Rm-s, Tm-s, Zm-s) are different. Each are 6x6, and contain only a single non-zero 
row shown below 
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The global matrices can be constructed in the same manner as before, only the stiffness terms 
(eg Krw) have been absorbed into the stiffener matrices. Thus the global matrix equation 2.4.45 
becomes 

═▪●▪
ρ

ὥὦ
╩▪●

ρ

ὥὦ
╣▪●

ρ

ὥὦ
╡▪●▪ █▪ τȢςȢςρ 

4.2.3 Validation with Thin-Shell Model 

 Timoshenko beam ribs can be implemented with the thin-shell model in the same manner 
as derived above, and this provides a good method to ensure that the model behavior is sensible. 
Following the convergence criteria from Base Results Chapter, 31 axial modes and 7 
circumferential modes are simulated. First the ring load (k = 0) is applied. 
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Figure 4.2.1 ɀ Comparison of beam-rib reference and elastic radial displacement magnitude 

for ring load (k = 0), mpts = 31 
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Figure 4.2.2 ɀ Comparison of beam-rib reference and elastic axial displacement magnitude 

for ring load (k = 0), mpts = 31 

Elastic displacement matches the reference model extremely well. Radial deformation 
characteristics have changed from the linear-spring rib model of Chapter 4.1, revealing that the 
beam ribs are less stiff than the linear-spring versions. Overall, the displacement filed is still very 
similar, and the largest effect of the beam rib should be in its higher frequency accuracy and the 
coupling of radial and tangential displacement.  

 The response to an acoustic wave, incident at θ = 0 and φi = 15 deg from broadside, is 
given in Figures 4.2.3 in terms of normalized error (Equation 3.1.8). 
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Figure 4.2.3 ɀ Thin and Thick-shell radial (top), tangential (mid), and axial (bottom) 

Normalized Error in dB for plane-wave: 50(Úȟ ʒÉ Ѐ ʌȾρςȟ ÍÐÔÓ Ѐ σρȟ ÎÐÔÓ Ѐ χȢ 2ÉÂ ÉÓ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ 
between the left edge (z = 0) and the red dashed line 

Overall errors are roughly -70dB or lower, which corresponds to less than 0.05%. In the upper 
plot of 4.2.3, there are 4 distinct locations of high error (> 50%) at θ = 90 and 270deg and z = 0.11 
and 0.71. These locations correspond to nodes in the magnitude response, where the values drop 
close to zero; an example at θ = 90deg is shown below. 



 

91 
 

 
Figure 4.2.4 ɀ Acoustic Wave radial response of reference aÎÄ ÅÌÁÓÔÉÃ ÍÏÄÅÌ ÁÔ ʃ Ѐ ωπÄÅÇ 

Note that Figure 4.2.4 is showing magnitude, not relative error; it is essentially a horizontal slice 
through the top of Figure 4.2.3 at θ = 90deg. The magnitude of both the reference and elastic 
model drops -40dB below the remaining data at the two nodes. 

 

4.3 Fluid Loading 

4.3.1 Scattered Fluid Pressure 

Fluid surrounding the shell model is assumed to extent infinitely in all directions and be 
lossless, such that viscous effects are neglected. Thus the inertial effect is dominant, and the fluid 
is treated as an acoustic medium, where shear stress cannot be transmitted. Total fluid pressure 
is defined as 

ὖ ὖ ὖ τȢσȢρ 

where Pa is the applied fluid pressure, Pi is the incident fluid pressure exciting the system and Pf 
is the scattered fluid pressure caused by the system displacements.  The model excitation Pi is a 
dilatational plane wave input at the outer surface (r = c) of the cylinder, which is defined as 
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ὖ ὖὩ ‐ὭὐὯὶὧέίὲ—Ὡ τȢσȢς 

where ε is the Neumann factor and Jn is a nth order Bessel function of the 1st kind, kr and kz are 
the radial and longitudinal components of the input wavenumber, k. This wave is derived in 
Excitations Chapter 2.5.  Fluid pressure is governed by the three-dimensional wave equation 
(cylindrical coordinates) expressed as 
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‬ὸ
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where cf is the compression wave speed. To find the scattered wave, the equation must be solved 
for Pf. General solutions for the 3D wave equation (for scalars) are found via separation of 
variables. The procedure is outlined in the Appendix [*]. 

ὖ Ὡ ὙὌ Ὧὶὧέίὲ—Ὡ τȢσȢτ 

in which Rn is the unknown coefficient, and Hn
1 is a nth order Hankel function of the first kind. kr 

and kz are the constant radial and axial wavenumbers, respectively.  For the reinforced system, 
however, radial displacements are affected by the periodic stiffeners, discussed in detail in 
Chapter 2.2 Ribs Section. Due to continuity at the fluid interface, the fluid term, Pf, must be 
modified in the same manner as the shell radial displacement. Recall that the radial displacement, 
w, is defined as: 

ύ ὡ ὧέίὲ—Ὡ Ὡ τȢσȢυ 

To include the effects of ribs, the Pf term is rewritten as: 

ὖ Ὑ Ὄ ‎ὶὧέίὲ—Ὡ Ὡ τȢσȢφ 

Pi does not change. Rmn are unknown scattered wave coefficients; km and γm are both indexed to 
represent the periodicity of the reinforcing ribs. 

Ὧ Ὧ
ς“ά

ὒ
ȟ ‎ Ὧ Ὧ τȢσȢχ 

The coefficients must first be dealt with before the fluid model can be used with the shell system. 
Conservation of linear momentum across the fluid interface requires that  

”
‬ύ
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‬ὶ
τȢσȢψ 
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Inputting the equations for displacement and fluid pressure into the momentum equation results 
in the following 

”‫ ὡ ὧέίὲ—Ὡ ὖὩ ‐Ὥ
‬ὐὯὶ

‬ὶ
ὧέίὲ—

Ὑ
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‬ὶ
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The Ὡ term is canceled. It is possible to isolate the entire В В 2 ÃÏÓ ÎʃÅ  
term, via dividing by the Hankel derivative term. When dividing by the Hankel derivative, the 
summation in m must be included. Derivatives of the Bessel and Hankel functions can be written 
as 
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which are then substituted into Equation 4.3.9 and the unknown coefficients have been isolated. 
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Inserting the above into the pressure equation, Pa, gives the following 
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ÃÏÓÎʃÅ τȢσȢρσ

 

and the unknown coefficients Rmn have been eliminated. Radial stress equations can now be 
reformulated taking into account the fluid pressure exerted on the exterior surface. 
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As shown before, the pressure equation can be orthogonalized in both n and m to create 
an infinite set of (n, m) decoupled equations, which are evaluated at r = c.  Multiplying by 

Å ÃÏÓ Îʃ and integrating from [0, 2π] on n and [0, L] on z results in the indexed set of 
equations 

ὖάȟὲ ὖ‐Ὥ ὐὯὧ
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‎ Ὄ ‎ὧ Ὄ ‎ὧ
‏

ς”‫
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Ὄ ‎ὧ Ὄ ‎ὧ
τȢσȢρτ

 

where δm0 is the Kroncker delta, which is 0 for all indices of m expect m = 0. The first term is 
referred to as the “blocked pressure” and is independent of the displacement coefficients, Wmn. 
The second term must be integrated into the dynamic A matrix of the system. 

4.3.2 Fluid Pressure Effect on Shell 

 Due to the assumptions regarding viscosity the fluid cannot transmit shear forces with 
the shell, so only radial pressure is considered and only a single boundary condition (τrr) is 
affected. 2.4.21 is rewritten as 
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The second term of 4.3.15 could be combined with the first term, but the equation will be 
orthogonalized in either case, and the decoupled result is given by 4.3.14. This leads to the (m, 
n)-indexed 2.4.30 to be modified 
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To simplify 4.3.16, a fluid pressure gradient term is defined 



 

95 
 

ὖ‏
ς”‫

‎

Ὄ ‎ὧ

Ὄ ‎ὧ Ὄ ‎ὧ
τȢσȢρχ 

Inserting the unknown coefficients using 2.4.6 – 2.4.8 and 4.3.17 results in the final decoupled 
equation 
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There are two important points to note. The first is that the new excitation form (last term of 
4.3.18), which includes the original plane wave excitation as well as the interaction of the 
excitation with the fluid. This input is dependent on circumferential mode, n, which is why a less 
restrictive Kroncker delta is used (instead of δm0,n0) compared to the ring load. Secondly, the fluid 
has a direct effect on the shell dynamics and will be included in 4th row of the system A matrix. 
Finally, the excitation vector, f, must also be modified to account for the blocked pressure 

█ πȟπȟπȟὖ‐Ὥ ὐὯὧ
Ὧ ὐ Ὧὧ ὐ Ὧὧ Ὄ ‎ὧ

‎ Ὄ ‎ὧ Ὄ ‎ὧ
ȟπȟπ τȢσȢρω 

All other parts of the global matrix are unchanged. 

4.3.3 Model Validation 

With the fluid model derived above implemented into the elastic shell model, the system 
can be validated against the reference, which also incorporates the same fluid model. Figures 
4.3.1 and 4.3.2 give the spatial displacement fields for the ring loading (k = 0). 
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Figure 4.3.1 ɀ Comparison of fluid reference and elastic radial displacement magnitude for 

ring load (k = 0), mpts = 31 
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Figure 4.3.2 ɀ Comparison of fluid reference and elastic axial displacement magnitude for 

ring load (k = 0), mpts = 31 

Again, the elastic and reference model match very well, especially considering the small 
amplitudes. Even at frequencies below 100Hz, the fluid model has a significant effect on the 
spatial response of the periodic cylinder section. Displacements are much more sensitive to 
temporal excitation frequency. Scattered pressure is an additional measurement which the fluid-
loaded models can provide. Both the reflected pressure, denoted Pinf because it assumed an 
infinite-impedance (rigid) system, and the radiated pressure, Prad, are output from the models. 
Scattered pressure can be measured at any radial distance from the system, but 1 meter from 
the outer surface is a typical measurement location and is chosen for this study. 
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Figure 4.3.3 ɀ Comparison of fluid reference and elastic radiated (top) and reflected 

(bottom) pressure magnitude for ring load (k = 0), mpts = 31 

Radiated and reflected pressure both match very well, but have tremendously different scales. 
This is due to the nature of the ring load which propagates only in the axial direction. The ring 
load does cause significant radial shell deformation which radiates to the measurement location 
(1 meter from outer surface).  

 For the acoustic wave input, the normalized error is computer between the reference and 
the fluid-loaded elastic model. Figure 4.3.3 displays the errors in each displacement as an 
unwrapped cylinder; refer to Equation 3.1.8 for the expression for normalized error. 



 

99 
 

 
Figure 4.3.3 ɀ Thin and Thick-shell radial (top), tangential (mid), and axial (bottom) 

Normalized Error in dB for plane-wave: 50Hz, ʒi Ѐ ʌȾ12, mpts = 31, npts = 7. Rib is located 
between the left edge (z = 0) and the red dashed line. 

Tangential and axial errors are -60dB across the entire cylindrical section, representing 
approximately 0.1% error. Radial error again has 4 locations of high error (> 20%), which occur at 
displacement nodes; the nodes at θ = 230deg is highlighted in Figure 4.3.4. 
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Figure 4.3.4 ɀ !ÃÏÕÓÔÉÃ 7ÁÖÅ ÒÁÄÉÁÌ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÅÌÁÓÔÉÃ ÍÏÄÅÌ ÁÔ ʃ Ѐ ςσπÄÅÇ 

Nodes are seen at positions z = 2.7 and 5.6m, which lines up with the regions of high error in 
Figure 4.3.3. The normalized error is shown in Figure 4.3.5. 
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Figure 4.3.5 ɀ Thin and Thick-shell radiated pressure (top) and reflected pressure (bottom) 
Normalized Error in dB for plane-wave: 50Hz, ʒi Ѐ ʌȾρςȟ ÍÐÔÓ Ѐ σρȟ npts = 7. Rib is located 

between the left edge (z = 0) and the red dashed line. 

Error magnitude is less than -70dB for both pressures, indicating less than 0.05% error. Taking 
this into account, the elastic model with fluid-loading matches the reference well. 

 

4.4 Acoustic Coating 

4.4.1 Acoustic Coating Derivation 

 Combining the elastic shell model with an acoustic coating adds a significant layer of 
complexity to the base model described in Chapter 2.4. By design, the damping and stiffness 
properties of the coating significantly modify the overall system response to a disturbance, and 
acoustic coatings generally have a thickness large enough to warrant modeling as an independent 
elastic body. Thus the Navier-Cauchy elasticity equations are employed to describe both the shell 
as well as the coating behavior. Continuity equations for stress and displacement are used to 
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model the shared interface between the bodies, and represents the adhesion of the coating on 
the shell. Displacement responses are found for the entire system, shell and coating. 

 The coated system derived here includes the elastic shell with finite-length Step 
connectors, with ribs are modeled as Timoshenko beams, and with fluid loading. Additional 
assumptions of the coating are: (1) the coating extends, along with the cylinder, infinitely along 
the cylindrical axis, (2) coating displacements are 3-dimensional and linear, (3) the coating 
material is homogenous and isotropic. Fluid pressure is applied to the outer coating surface (r = 
c’). Figure 4.4.1 displays an isometric view and Figure 4.4.2 displays a sidelong cross-section of 
the system. 

 
Figure 4.4.1 ɀ Isometric view of the coated shell system 

 
Figure 4.4.2 ɀ Cross-section view of the coated shell system 
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Boundary surfaces of the system are found at the inner shell surface (r = a), the shell-coating 
interface (r = c) and the outer coating surface (r = c’). Displacement of the shell (system 1) and 
coating (system 2) are denoted by u1(r, θ, z, t) and u2(r, θ, z, t), respectively. In cylindrical 
coordinates, the independent elasticity equations are 

ʈᶯἽ ÒȟʃȟÚȟÔ ʇ ʈ ᶯɳ ϽἽ ÒȟʃȟÚȟÔ ʍ
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ʈᶯἽ ÒȟʃȟÚȟÔ ʇ ʈ ᶯɳ ϽἽ ÒȟʃȟÚȟÔ ʍ
ЋἽ ÒȟʃȟÚȟÔ

ЋÔ
 τȢτȢς 

Displacements, densities, and the Lamé parameters are specific to each system, which will be 
designated by the subscript j. The reinforced shell is denoted by j = 1, the acoustic coating is 
denoted by j = 2. Displacement has the same form as Equations 2.4.2 – 2.4.4 
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Wmn, Vmn, and Umn are the radial, tangential, and axial wave propagation coefficients specific to 
the shell (j = 1) or coating (j = 2), and each are comprised of unknown coefficients 
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Note that the modified dilatational and shear wavenumbers are also distinct to each body 
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where the wave speeds can be expanded in terms of Lamé parameters 
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4.4.2 Evaluating the Boundary Conditions 

 There are three boundary surfaces in the model noted in Figures 4.4.1 and 4.4.2: the 
reinforced inner shell surface (r = a), the shell-coating interface (r = c), and the outer fluid-loaded 
surface (r = c’).  The inner shell surface can be treated similarly to the thick-shell model of Chapter 
2.4, and the outer surface boundary condition was derived in Chapter 4.3.  However, at the 
shared interface, continuity of stress and displacement require a new set of equations. Continuity 
of stress τ(1) = τ(2) is given as 

† ὧȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ † ὧȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ τȢτȢρρ 

† ὧȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ † ὧȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ τȢτȢρς 

† ὧȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ † ὧȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ τȢτȢρσ 

and continuity of displacement at the interface requires that 
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ό ὧȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ ό ὧȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ τȢτȢρφ 

At the inner surface (r = a), the shell stresses are equal to the external stiffener stresses resulting 
in 3 equations, originally derived as Equations 2.4.12 – 2.4.14. Similarly, at the outer coating 
surface (r = c’), radial stress is equal to fluid pressure and applied excitation, while the tangential 
and axial stresses are zero. Combining Equations 4.4.11 – 4.4.16 with the 3 inner equations and 
3 outer equations leads to the following 12 equation system 
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Building off of the models derived in Chapter 2.4 (thick-shell), 4.1 (step connectors), 4.2 (beam 
ribs), and 4.3 (fluid loading), the system of equations 4.4.17 – 4.4.28 is written as 
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Before decoupling the 12 system equations into their indexed sets, it is necessary to make the 
same changes to the summation of stiffener terms: taking the Fourier series of the step functions 
using 2.2.17 – 2.2.18 and then shifting the index of the results using 2.3.16. 

4.4.3 Mode Indexed and Global System 

 Transforming the system of 12 equations with infinite summations into mode decoupled 
sets involves the same orthogonalization process used throughout this study. Next, the 6 
displacement coefficients (W, V, U for each body) are replaced with the 12 unknown coefficients 
according to 4.4.6 – 4.4.8, which leads to the (m, n)-indexed set 

ς‌ ‘

ὥ
ὐ ‌ ὥ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὥ
‌ ‗ ς‌ ‘ Ὧ ‗ ὐ ‌ ὥ ὃ

ς‌ ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‌ ὥ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὥ
‌ ‗ ς‌ ‘ Ὧ ‗ ὣ ‌ ὥ ὄ

ςὲ‍‘

ὥ
ὐ ‍ὥ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὥ
ὐ‍ὥ ὅ

ςὲ‍‘

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ Ὀ

ςὲὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὥ
ὐ ‍ὥ ςὭὯ‍‘ὐ‍ὥ Ὁ

ςὲὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ ςὭὯ‍‘ὣ ‍ὥ Ὂ

ρ

ὥὦ
ὑ ‌ὐ ‌ὥ

ὲ

ὶ
ὐ‌ὥ ὃ ‌ὣ ‌ὥ

ὲ

ὥ
ὣ ‌ὥ ὄ

ὲ

ὥ
ὐ‍ὥὅ

ὲ

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥὈ ὭὯὐ ‍ὥὉ ὭὯὣ ‍ὥὊ  Ὠ

ὑ
ὲ

ὥ
ὐ‌ὥὃ

ὲ

ὥ
ὣ ‌ὥὄ ‍ὐ ‍ὥ

ὲ

ὥ
ὐ‍ὥ ὅ

‍ὣ ‍ὥ
ὲ

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ Ὀ ὭὯὐ ‍ὥὉ ὭὯὣ ‍ὥὊ Ὠ

 

τȢτȢτρ 



 

108 
 

ςὲ‌ ‘

ὥ
ὐ ‌ ὥ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὥ
ὐ‌ ὥ ὃ

ςὲ‌ ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‌ ὥ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‌ ὥ ὄ

‍‘

ὥ
ὐ ‍ὥ ‍‘

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὥ
ὐ‍ὥ ὅ

‍‘

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ ‍‘

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ Ὀ

ςὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὥ
ὐ ‍ὥ ὭὯ‍‘ὐ‍ὥ Ὁ

ςὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ ὭὯ‍‘ὣ ‍ὥ Ὂ

ρ

ὥὦ
ὑ

ὲ

ὥ
ὐ‌ὥὃ

ὲ

ὥ
ὣ ‌ὥὄ ‍ὐ ‍ὥ

ὲ

ὥ
ὐ‍ὥ ὅ

‍ὣ ‍ὥ
ὲ

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ Ὀ ὭὯὐ ‍ὥὉ ὭὯὣ ‍ὥὊ Ὠ

ὑ ‌ὐ ‌ὥ
ὲ

ὶ
ὐ‌ὥ ὃ ‌ὣ ‌ὥ

ὲ

ὥ
ὣ ‌ὥ ὄ

ὲ

ὥ
ὐ‍ὥὅ

ὲ

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥὈ ὭὯὐ ‍ὥὉ ὭὯὣ ‍ὥὊ  Ὠ

 

τȢτȢτς 

ςὭὯ‌ ὐ ‌ ὥ
ςὲὭὯ‘

ὥ
ὐ‌ ὥ ὃ

ςὭὯ‌ ὣ ‌ ὥ
ςὲὭὯ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‌ ὥ ὄ

ὲὭὯ‘

ὥ
ὐ‍ὥ ὅ

ὲὭὯ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ Ὀ

‘ ‍ Ὧ ὐ ‍ὥ
ὲ‍‘

ὥ
ὐ‍ὥ Ὁ

‘ ‍ Ὧ ὣ ‍ὥ
ὲ‍‘

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ Ὂ

ρ

ὥὦ
ὑ ‌ὐ ‌ὥ

ὲ

ὶ
ὐ‌ὥ ὃ ‌ὣ ‌ὥ

ὲ

ὥ
ὣ ‌ὥ ὄ

ὲ

ὥ
ὐ‍ὥὅ

ὲ

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥὈ  ὭὯὐ ‍ὥὉ ὭὯὣ ‍ὥὊ  Ὠ

 

τȢτȢτσ 

 



 

109 
 

ς‌ ‘

ὧ
ὐ ‌ ὧ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
‌ ‗ ς‌ ‘ Ὧ ‗ ὐ ‌ ὧ ὃ

ς‌ ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‌ ὧ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
‌ ‗ ς‌ ‘ Ὧ ‗ ὣ ‌ ὧ ὄ

ςὲ‍‘

ὧ
ὐ ‍ὧ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
ὐ‍ὧ ὅ

ςὲ‍‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ Ὀ

ςὲὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὐ ‍ὧ ςὭὯ‍‘ὐ‍ὧ Ὁ

ςὲὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ ςὭὯ‍‘ὣ ‍ὧ Ὂ

ς‌ ‘

ὧ
ὐ ‌ ὧ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
‌ ‗ ς‌ ‘ Ὧ ‗ ὐ ‌ ὧ ὃ

ς‌ ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‌ ὧ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
‌ ‗ ς‌ ‘ Ὧ ‗ ὣ ‌ ὧ ὄ

ςὲ‍‘

ὧ
ὐ ‍ὧ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
ὐ‍ὧ ὅ

ςὲ‍‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ Ὀ

ςὲὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὐ ‍ὧ ςὭὯ‍‘ὐ‍ὧ Ὁ

ςὲὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ ςὭὯ‍‘ὣ ‍ὧ Ὂ

 

τȢτȢτυ 

 

 

 



 

110 
 

ςὲ‌ ‘

ὧ
ὐ ‌ ὧ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
ὐ‌ ὧ ὃ

ςὲ‌ ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‌ ὧ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‌ ὧ ὄ

‍‘

ὧ
ὐ ‍ὧ ‍‘

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
ὐ‍ὧ ὅ

‍‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ ‍‘

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ Ὀ

ςὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὐ ‍ὧ ὭὯ‍‘ὐ‍ὧ Ὁ

ςὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ ὭὯ‍‘ὣ ‍ὧ Ὂ

ςὲ‌ ‘

ὧ
ὐ ‌ ὧ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
ὐ‌ ὧ ὃ

ςὲ‌ ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‌ ὧ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‌ ὧ ὄ

‍‘

ὧ
ὐ ‍ὧ ‍‘

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
ὐ‍ὧ ὅ

‍‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ ‍‘

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ Ὀ

ςὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὐ ‍ὧ ὭὯ‍‘ὐ‍ὧ Ὁ

ςὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ ὭὯ‍‘ὣ ‍ὧ Ὂ τȢτȢτφ

 

 



 

111 
 

ςὭὯ‌ ὐ ‌ ὧ
ςὲὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὐ‌ ὧ ὃ

ςὭὯ‌ ὣ ‌ ὧ
ςὲὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‌ ὧ ὄ

ὲὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὐ‍ὧ ὅ

ὲὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ Ὀ

‘ ‍ Ὧ ὐ ‍ὧ
ὲ‍‘

ὧ
ὐ‍ὧ Ὁ

‘ ‍ Ὧ ὣ ‍ὧ
ὲ‍‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ Ὂ

ςὭὯ‌ ὐ ‌ ὧ
ςὲὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὐ‌ ὧ ὃ

ςὭὯ‌ ὣ ‌ ὧ
ςὲὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‌ ὧ ὄ

ὲὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὐ‍ὧ ὅ

ὲὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ Ὀ

‘ ‍ Ὧ ὐ ‍ὧ
ὲ‍‘

ὧ
ὐ‍ὧ Ὁ

‘ ‍ Ὧ ὣ ‍ὧ
ὲ‍‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ Ὂ

 

τȢτȢτχ 

 

‌ ὐ ‌ ὧ
ὲ

ὧ
ὐ ‌ ὧ ὃ ‌ ὣ ‌ ὧ

ὲ

ὧ
ὣ ‌ ὧ ὄ

ὲ

ὧ
ὐ ‍ ὧὅ

ὲ

ὧ
ὣ ‍ ὧὈ ὭὯὐ ‍ ὧὉ ὭὯὣ ‍ ὧὊ

‌ ὐ ‌ ὧ
ὲ

ὧ
ὐ ‌ ὧ ὃ ‌ ὣ ‌ ὧ

ὲ

ὧ
ὣ ‌ ὧ ὄ

ὲ

ὧ
ὐ ‍ ὧὅ

ὲ

ὧ
ὣ ‍ ὧὈ ὭὯὐ ‍ ὧὉ ὭὯὣ ‍ ὧὊ

 

τȢτȢτχ 

ὲ

ὧ
ὐ ‌ ὧὃ

ὲ

ὧ
ὣ ‌ ὧὄ ‍ ὐ ‍ ὧ

ὲ

ὧ
ὐ ‍ ὧ ὅ

‍ ὣ ‍ ὧ
ὲ

ὧ
ὣ ‍ ὧ Ὀ ὭὯὐ ‍ ὧὉ ὭὯὣ ‍ ὧὊ

ὲ

ὧ
ὐ ‌ ὧὃ

ὲ

ὧ
ὣ ‌ ὧὄ ‍ ὐ ‍ ὧ

ὲ

ὧ
ὐ ‍ ὧ ὅ

‍ ὣ ‍ ὧ
ὲ

ὧ
ὣ ‍ ὧ Ὀ ὭὯὐ ‍ ὧὉ ὭὯὣ ‍ ὧὊ

 

τȢτȢτψ 



 

112 
 

ὭὯὐ ‌ ὧὃ ὭὯὣ ‌ ὧὄ ‍ ὐ ‍ ὧὉ ‍ ὣ ‍ ὧὊ

ὭὯὐ ‌ ὧὃ ὭὯὣ ‌ ὧὄ ‍ ὐ ‍ ὧὉ ‍ ὣ ‍ ὧὊ τȢτȢτω
 

 

ς‌‘

ὧᴂ
ὐ ‌ ὧᴂ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧᴂ
‌ ‗ ς‌ ‘ Ὧ ‗ ὐ‌ ὧᴂ Ễ

‌ ὐ ‌ ὧᴂ
ὲ

ὧᴂ
ὐ‌ ὧᴂ ὖ‏ ὃ

ς‌‘

ὧᴂ
ὣ ‌ ὧᴂ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧᴂ
‌ ‗ ς‌ ‘ Ὧ ‗ ὣ ‌ ὧᴂ Ễ

‌ ὣ ‌ ὧᴂ
ὲ

ὧᴂ
ὣ ‌ ὧᴂ ὖ‏ ὄ

ςὲ‍‘

ὧᴂ
ὐ ‍ὧᴂ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧᴂ
ὐ‍ὧᴂ

ὲ

ὧᴂ
ὐ‍ὧᴂ‏ὖ ὅ

ςὲ‍‘

ὧᴂ
ὣ ‍ὧᴂ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧᴂ
ὣ ‍ὧᴂ

ὲ

ὧᴂ
ὣ ‍ὧᴂ‏ὖ Ὀ

ςὲὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὐ ‍ὧ ςὭὯ‍‘ὐ‍ὧᴂ ὭὯὐ ‍ὧᴂ‏ὖ Ὁ

ςὲὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὧ
ὣ ‍ὧ ςὭὯ‍‘ὣ ‍ὧᴂ ὭὯὣ ‍ὧᴂ‏ὖ Ὂ

ὖ‐Ὥ ὐὯὧᴂ
Ὧ ὐ Ὧὧᴂ ὐ ὯὧᴂὌ ‎ὧᴂ

‎ Ὄ ‎ὧᴂ Ὄ ‎ὧᴂ
‏ τȢτȢυπ

 

 

ςὲ‌‘

ὧᴂ
ὐ ‌ ὧᴂ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧ
ὐ‌ ὧᴂὃ

ςὲ‌‘

ὧᴂ
ὣ ‌ ὧᴂ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧᴂ
ὣ ‌ ὧᴂὄ

‍‘

ὧᴂ
ὐ ‍ὧᴂ ‍‘

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧᴂ
ὐ‍ὧᴂὅ

‍‘

ὧᴂ
ὣ ‍ὧᴂ ‍‘

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὧᴂ
ὣ ‍ὧᴂὈ

ςὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὧᴂ
ὐ ‍ὧᴂ ὭὯ‍‘ὐ‍ὧᴂὉ

ςὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὧᴂ
ὣ ‍ὧᴂ ὭὯ‍‘ὣ ‍ὧᴂὊ π τȢτȢυρ

 



 

113 
 

ςὭὯ‌ ὐ ‌ ὧᴂ
ςὲὭὯ‘

ὧᴂ
ὐ‌ ὧᴂὃ

ςὭὯ‌ ὣ ‌ ὧᴂ
ςὲὭὯ‘

ὧᴂ
ὣ ‌ ὧᴂὄ

ὲὭὯ‘

ὧᴂ
ὐ‍ὧᴂὅ

ὲὭὯ‘

ὧᴂ
ὣ ‍ὧᴂὈ

‘ ‍ Ὧ ὐ ‍ὧᴂ
ὲ‍‘

ὧᴂ
ὐ‍ὧᴂὉ

‘ ‍ Ὧ ὣ ‍ὧᴂ
ὲ‍‘

ὧᴂ
ὣ ‍ὧᴂὊ π τȢτȢυς

 

For each (m, n) index, Equations 4.4.41 – 4.4.52 are grouped together to form a 12-
dimensional matrix equation, with unknown wave coefficients are grouped together into a 
vector, x 
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Amn is a 12x12 matrix that describes the shell dynamics for the (m, n) mode in which the rows 
represent the 12 boundary conditions and the columns are multiplied with the 12-element vector 
of unknown coefficients, xmn 

●□▪ ὃ ȟὄ ȟὅ ȟὈ ȟὉ ȟὊ ȟὃ ȟὄ ȟὅ ȟὈ ȟὉ ȟὊ τȢτȢυτ 

For this system, the 12x12 stiffener matrices (Rm-s, Tm-s, Zm-s) are mostly zeros with the non-
zero elements given by 4.2.18 ɀ 4.2.20, and external excitation f was presented previously as 
4.3.19 for the fluid plane wave. Each (m, n) mode of 4.4.53 is grouped into a global matrix 
equation of circumferential modes, n, 
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where each component has the exact structure of 2.4.46. To determine the n-mode vector of 
coefficients ὀἶ, 4.4.55 must be solved. 
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Finally, the solution of 4.4.56 for each n-mode is used with 4.4.3 – 4.4.8 to construct the 
displacement responses of the entire shell and coating. 

4.4.4 Model Validation 

 Comparing the coated elastic system with the reference thin-shell model is a bit more 
complicated than with the prior models. The thin-shell formulation can’t support additional 
bodies, so the coated elastic model must be configured to match a solid single shell. Using steel 
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material properties for the coating and setting the thicknesses to be equal and half of the 
reference shell, allows the new model to be validated. Parameters used for validation are 
displayed in Table 4.4.1. 

Property Symbol Value Units 

9ÏÕÎÇȭÓ -ÏÄÕÌÕÓ E 210x109 N/m2  

0ÏÉÓÓÏÎȭÓ 2ÁÔÉÏ ʉ 0.30 None 

Structural Damping ʂ 0.00 None 

Density ʍ 7850 kg/m3  

Lamé 1st Parameter ʇ 1.212 x1011 N/m2  

Shear Modulus ʈȟ ' 8.077x1010 N/m2  

Thickness (Shell) h 0.0005 m 

Thickness (Coating) hc 0.0005 m 

Table 4.4.1 ɀ Material and Geometry Properties for Shell and Coating 

The combined thickness of the new model is h = 0.001m, and the material properties are all 
identical; rib material is steel and the same as above.  

 Following the validation procedure from the prior models, both a ring loading and 
acoustic wave are used. Applying a ring loading with zero wavenumber (k = 0) at low frequency 
excites the new and reference systems as shown in Figures 4.4.3 and 4.4.4. 
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Figure 4.4.3 ɀ Comparison of radial displacement of reference and coated-elastic system 

excited by 10, 50 and 90Hz Ring Loading (k = 0), mpts = 31 



 

116 
 

 
Figure 4.4.4 ɀ Comparison of axial displacement of reference and coated-elastic system 

excited by 10, 50 and 90Hz Ring Loading (k = 0), mpts = 31 

It is important that the radius of the output displacement fields matches that of the reference 
model, because the elastic outputs vary significantly across the thickness. The elastic model has 
been configured to output responses at the nominal shell radius, r = 4.5m, which is the nominal 
radius of the thin-shell system. The elastic model matches the reference quite well. The acoustic 
wave response is shown in Figure 4.4.5. 
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Figure 4.4.5 ɀ Thin and Thick-shell radial (top), tangential (mid), and axial (bottom) 

Normalized Error in dB for plane-wave: 50Hz, ʒi Ѐ ʌȾρςȟ ÍÐÔÓ Ѐ σρ, npts = 7. Rib is located 
between the left edge (z = 0) and the red dashed line. 

Normalized errors between the reference thin-shell model (with fluid-loading) and the coated 
elastic model are less than -40dB throughout each displacement field, representing less than 1% 
error. There are 4 nodes within the radial displacement response which cause artificially high 
errors along the slice θ = 130deg and θ = 230deg. Refer to Figure 4.3.6 for a plot of the response 
along these slices. It is a good idea to check the convergence of the coated validation model, and 
thus the normalized magnitudes of the displacement coefficients are shown for each axial and 
circumferential mode. 
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Figure 4.4.6 ɀ Normalized magnitude of displacement modes for each circumferential 

index, n and axial index, m 

As seen with the base model (Figure 3.1.25), the largest modes are located at m = 0, n = 0, and 
the magnitudes have dropped considerably at the outer edges, indicating that the simulation has 
converged. Finally, the scattered pressure errors are displayed. 
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Figure 4.4.7 ɀ Thin and Thick-shell radiated pressure (top) and reflected pressure (bottom) 
Normalized Error in dB for plane-wave: 50Hz, ʒi Ѐ ʌȾρςȟ ÍÐÔÓ Ѐ σρȟ ÎÐÔÓ Ѐ χȢ 2ÉÂ ÉÓ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ 

between the left edge (z = 0) and the red dashed line. 

Scattered pressure error values are at least -70dB, less than 0.05%. Considering this, the coated 
elastic model with fluid-loading and Timoshenko beam-ribs of finite width is considered to be 
validated. 
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Chapter 5 
Coated Elastic Shell Results 
 

 

 Combining each of the features described in Chapter 4, Model 5 adds an acoustic coating, 
represented as a solid elastic body. Coating material properties are quite different from the steel 
shell, and are portrayed below. The system is excited by ring load and acoustic wave inputs, and 
the resultant displacement and pressure fields are described. Backscatter pressure is compared 
to the fluid-loaded Model 4. 

 

5.1 Final Model Results 

5.1.1 Material and Geometric Properties 

 With the validation of each model fulfilled, it is time to discuss the behavior of the coated 
elastic fluid-loaded beam-rib model with real parameters. The shell and rib materials are the 
same as the base model, but the coating now represents a urethane polymer, and has a much 
larger thickness than before. Tables 5.1.1 display the material properties for the coating 
subsystem. 
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Property Symbol Value Units 

9ÏÕÎÇȭÓ -ÏÄÕÌÕÓ E 158x106 N/m 2 

0ÏÉÓÓÏÎȭÓ 2ÁÔÉÏ ʉ 0.487 None 

Structural Damping (ʇ) ʂ1 0.01 None 

Structural Damping (ʈ) ʂ2 0.10 None 

Density ʍ 1100 kg/m 3 

Lamé 1st Parameter ʇ 2.11x109 N/m 2 

Shear Modulus ʈȟ ' 53.2x106 N/m 2 

Table 5.1.1 ɀ Material Properties for Coating 

Urethane is obviously much softer and less dense than steel, but it also has significant structural 
damping. Structural damping is handled differently compared to steel, because it is distinct for 
dilatational waves and shear waves. Equation 5.1.1 and 5.1.2 give new modified expressions for 
λ and μ for the coating 

‗ ‗ρ Ὥ– υȢρȢρ 

‘ ‘ρ Ὥ– υȢρȢς 

while the coating Young’s Modulus is simply the nominal value given in Table 5.1.1. Likewise, the 
geometry of the coating is far different than that used for validation. 

Property Symbol Value Units 

Inner Radius c 4.5254 m 

Thickness hc 0.0762 m 

Outer Radius Ãȭ 4.6016 m 

Table 5.1.2 ɀ Dimensional Properties for Coating 

Coating thickness is 3 times that of the shell thickness, leading to an overall system thickness of 
0.1016m. 

5.1.2 Ring Loading 

 With the parameters established, the results from both types of excitations can be 
investigated. There is no need to check the convergence for these runs; the validation simulation 
has a much more aggressive response due to the soft shell, and thus requires more modes to 
achieve sufficient results. Applying the ring load with zero wavenumber results in radial and axial 
displacement fields at the outer coating surface shown in Figures 5.1.1 and 5.1.2. 
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Figure 5.1.1 ɀ Radial surface displacement response of coated elastic model excited by ring 

loading (k = 0) at 50, 1000, 5000Hz 

 
Figure 5.1.2 ɀ Axial surface displacement response of coated elastic model excited by ring 

loading (k = 0) at 50, 1000, 5000Hz 
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As expected the response is symmetric inside the rib region, and also outside. There is much 
spatial variation in the axial response. Amplitudes are certainly less than the base model (Figures 
3.1.26 and 3.1.27), but this expected due to the effects of the external fluid.  

The coating has an effect on the attenuation of waves closer to the surface, but this is 
hard to see in a single trajectory. Figure 5.1.3 displays a contour of the radial displacement 
through the thickness. 

  
Figure 5.1.3 ɀ Radial displacement field of coated system for cross-section through the 
ÃÙÌÉÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÉÃËÎÅÓÓ ÁÔ ÁÎÇÌÅ ʃ Ѐ πȟ ÆÏÒ ring loading (k = 0, f = 50Hz); red lines are the rib 

The figure above can be thought of as a slice through the center of the cylinder along the z axis; 
it cuts the system into 2 halves and the upper half is shown, with the space between the plots 
representing the shared interface. The coating thickness is 3x larger than the shell thickness, so 
the two subplots are to relative scale. Since the ring loading is symmetric, the other angular 
positions are identical. Though the scale is small (0.5dB total), the differences is roughly 6% from 
the lower surface at r = 4.48725m to the upper surface at r = 4.5127m. However, looking at the 
axial displacement field from the same slice shows a very interesting displacement response 
shown in Figure 5.1.4. 
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Figure 5.1.4 ɀ Axial displacement field of coated system for cross-section through the 

ÃÙÌÉÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÉÃËÎÅÓÓ ÁÔ ÁÎÇÌÅ ʃ Ѐ πȟ ÆÏÒ ÒÉÎÇ ÌÏÁÄÉÎÇ ɉË Ѐ πȟ Æ Ѐ υπ(ÚɊȢ 

Note the large difference in scale between Figure 5.1.3 and 5.1.4, both the average value and the 
range in each plot. The radial displacement field is mostly uniform across the thickness, with 
some slight variation, but the axial response shows a distinct effect from the single stiffener (0 ≤ 
z ≤ 0.025). The rib is located only at the inner shell surface (r = 4.4875m), and is represented by 
the red rectangle at z = 0. There is actually less axial attenuation at the coating outer surface (r = 
4.589m), while the smallest magnitude is found within the stiffener region, as expected. The 
vertical lines are areas of low displacement, and the middle of the shell (r = 4.5m) deforms less 
than any other radius in the system. At 5000Hz, the ring load creates a similar response (1000Hz 
response not shown). 
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Figure 5.1.5 ɀ Radial displacement field of coated system for cross-section through the 

ÃÙÌÉÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÉÃËÎÅÓÓ ÁÔ ÁÎÇÌÅ ʃ Ѐ πȟ ÆÏÒ ring loading (k = 0, f = 5000Hz) 

Magnitudes are more attenuated, but there is more radial variation as seen by the larger dB 
range required. Vertical lines of low deformation are now showing, where the displacement field 
near the rib is being repeated through the cylinder length. 
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Figure 5.1.6 ɀ Axial displacement field of coated system for cross-section through the 

ÃÙÌÉÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÉÃËÎÅÓÓ ÁÔ ÁÎÇÌÅ ʃ Ѐ πȟ ÆÏÒ ring loading (k = 0, f = 5000Hz) 

Using the same scale as Figure 5.1.4, the overall amplitude has lowered compared to the low 
frequency response. However, the same overall shape is present, with relatively little motion 
occurring within the rib section. 

5.1.3 Acoustic Wave 

 An incoming plane wave, with angle of incidence of 15 degrees from broadside, impacts 
the outer coating surface. In terms of accessing performance, both the displacement response of 
the system and the scattered radiation are important. First the displacement fields of the outer 
coating surface are shown in Figures 5.1.7 – 5.1.9. 
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Figure 5.1.7 ɀ Coating surface radial (top), tangential (mid), and axial (bottom) 

displacement response for acoustic-×ÁÖÅȡ υπ(Úȟ ʒÉ Ѐ ρυ ÄÅÇȟ ÍÐÔÓ Ѐ σρȟ ÎÐÔÓ Ѐ χ 
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Figure 5.1.8 ɀ Coating surface radial (top), tangential (mid), and axial (bottom) 

displacement response for acoustic-wave: 100π(Úȟ ʒÉ Ѐ ρυ ÄÅÇȟ ÍÐÔÓ Ѐ σρȟ ÎÐÔÓ Ѐ χ 
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Figure 5.1.9 ɀ Coating surface radial (top), tangential (mid), and axial (bottom) 

displacement response for acoustic-wave: 5πππ(Úȟ ʒÉ Ѐ ρυ ÄÅÇȟ ÍÐÔÓ Ѐ σρȟ ÎÐÔÓ Ѐ χ 

Circumferential spatial waves dominate the responses at all excitation frequencies; at 50Hz there 
is a low order mode present, while at 1-5kHz the same higher order circumferential dilatational 
and shear modes dominate. Vertical bands begin to show up at 5kHz in the radial and tangential 
responses, and the axial shear mode is of higher order than seen in the base model (Figure 
3.1.30). 

 Taking a “slice” along the radius provides a view of the displacement variation within the 
thickness, analogous to Figures 5.1.3 – 5.1.6. With the acoustic input, the response is not 
symmetric along the circumferential direction; thus each angular position will produce a slice 
with a different contour. The 5000Hz response shows interesting behavior around θ = 10deg and 
is shown below. 
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Figure 5.1.10 ɀ Radial displacement field of coated system for cross-section of cylinder 
ÔÈÉÃËÎÅÓÓ ÁÔ ÁÎÇÌÅ ʃ Ѐ 10deg, for ÁÃÏÕÓÔÉÃ ×ÁÖÅ ÌÏÁÄÉÎÇ ɉʒi = 15deg, f = 5000Hz); red lines 

represent the rib 
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Figure 5.1.11 ɀ Tangential displacement field of coated system for cross-section of cylinder 
ÔÈÉÃËÎÅÓÓ ÁÔ ÁÎÇÌÅ ʃ Ѐ 10deg, for ÁÃÏÕÓÔÉÃ ×ÁÖÅ ÌÏÁÄÉÎÇ ɉʒi = 15deg, f = 5000Hz); red lines 

represent the rib 
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Figure 5.1.12 ɀ Axial displacement field of coated system for cross-section of cylinder 
ÔÈÉÃËÎÅÓÓ ÁÔ ÁÎÇÌÅ ʃ Ѐ 10deg, for ÁÃÏÕÓÔÉÃ ×ÁÖÅ ÌÏÁÄÉÎÇ ɉʒi = 15deg, f = 5000Hz). Dashed 

black line represents a reference 15deg line; red lines represent the rib 

The 5000Hz acoustic wave input produces a similar radial pattern as the ring load case (Figure 
5.1.5), but the axial displacement field features a band of tiny magnitude inside the coating. This 
band appears to be angled matching the incoming wave incidence angle of 15deg. A black 
reference line is superimposed on Figure 5.1.12 to indicate the relation. The tangential field 
shows a low order circumferential shear wave dominating inside the shell that disperses into the 
coating. These slices are a unique way to explore the spatial response of the shell throughout the 
thickness, and provide insight how the coating and shell interact. 

Radiation pressure (Prad) is related to the radial motion at the outer surface; while the 
infinite-impedance pressure (Pinf) is independent of the cylinder motion. Together these pressure 
waves combine to form the scattered pressure, but they can be observed in isolation. Typically, 
the scattered pressure is measured at a single angular location relative to the object; θ = 180 deg 
is commonly referred to as “backscatter”.  
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Figure 5.1.10 ɀ Radiated (top), and reflected (bottom) pressure response for acoustic-

wave: 5π(Úȟ ʒi = 15 deg, mpts = 31, npts = 7 
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Figure 5.1.11 ɀ Radiated (top), and reflected (bottom) pressure response for acoustic-

wave: 100π(Úȟ ʒi = 15 deg, mpts = 31, npts = 7 
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Figure 5.1.12 ɀ Radiated (top), and reflected (bottom) pressure response for acoustic-

wave: 500π(Úȟ ʒi = 15 deg, mpts = 31, npts = 7 

Predictably, radiated pressure mirrors the radial displacement response. There is very little axial 
dependency for radiated pressure and none for reflected pressure at any excitation level. All 
variation appears to be dependent only on the angular position, θ. Consequently, Figure 5.1.13 
and 5.1.15 are more informative. 
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Figure 5.1.13 ɀ Radiated pressure response versus angular position for acoustic-wave: ʒi = 

15 deg, mpts = 31, npts = 7 

 
Figure 5.1.14 ɀ Reflected pressure response versus angular position for acoustic-wave: ʒi = 

15 deg, mpts = 31, npts = 7 
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The backscatter location is at 180deg and is a maximum for each excitation. Recall that this 
measurement is taken 1 meter from the outer surface of the coating. Interestingly, the infinite-
impedance pressure has slightly less magnitude at the backscatter location, but is very similar at 
θ = 0 and θ = 180deg. 

 Comparing the radiated and reflected pressures from Model 4 and 5 reveals the effect of 
the coating on the performance of the system. Figures 5.1.15 and 5.1.16 show the pressure 
responses at a radial distance of 1 meter from the nominal radius (5.5 m). 

 
Figure 5.1.15 ɀ Comparison of radiated pressure response between Model 4 and 5 for 

acoustic-wave: ʒi = 15 deg, mpts = 31, npts = 7 



 

138 
 

 
Figure 5.1.16 ɀ Comparison of reflected pressure response between Model 4 and 5 for 

acoustic-wave: ʒi = 15 deg, mpts = 31, npts = 7 

Lower pressure indicate the system is more difficult to detect and is acoustically quieter. This also 
has an effect on the disturbance of the environment due to vibrations of the structure. Reflected 
pressure is dependent upon the system geometry, which are equivalent for the two models 
except for the added surface area from the acoustic coating of Model 5. Therefore, it is not 
surprising that the reflected pressure is roughly the same. However, there is a substantial 
difference in radiated pressure. At the θ = 180deg angular location, the coated model pressure is 
45% lower at 50Hz, 15% lower at 1000Hz, and 55% lower at 5000Hz.  Obviously, the acoustic 
coating has a significant effect on the acoustic performance of the shell. 
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Chapter 6 
Conclusions and Future Work 
 

 

 The results and performance portrayed in Chapter 5 are discussed along with some 
possibilities of extending this project in the future. 

 

Conclusions 

 An elastic reinforced cylindrical shell model with acoustic coating, finite-length ribs, and 
fluid loading has been developed.  It has been validated using a thin-shell reference system, which 
certifies that the model behaves appropriately at low frequency and low thickness. The model is 
then adjusted to match realistic geometry, excited at high frequencies and the displacement and 
pressure responses are measured. 

There are a number of improvements relative to the thin-shell reference model: 

1.) Elastic shell requires fewer assumptions compared to the Donnell equation based 
model. This includes a displacement field dependent upon radial position, such that 
responses across the thickness are variable and affect the behavior. 

2.) Acoustic coating treated as a second elastic body inherits the advantages of elasticity 
and transmits stress to and from the shell model. Adding an attached body is restricted 
when using thin-shell approximations. 

3.) Fluid loading is incorporated into the shell dynamic equations such that the radiated 
pressure response is included as a response. The effect of the fluid on the shell is 
significant. 

4.) Beam ribs provide coupling in the radial and tangential directions and includes inertia 
that is accounted. 
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It was shown that the acoustic coating lessened the scattered pressure response by between 15 
and 60%, depending on the excitation frequency. Clearly, it has a large effect on making an 
acoustically quieter system. 

 

Future Work 

 While this study has progressed the reinforced shell to a more advanced state, there are 
still limitations present within the model that could be addressed. In particular, the Timoshenko-
beam rib model is certainly superior to linear spring and Euler-Bernoulli based models, in terms 
of applicable frequency range, but there are more advanced beam models available. Further, it 
is possible that the elasticity theory applied to the shell system could also be applied to the 
stiffeners. While parallelization was not a focus for this study, it would certainly help with the 
long simulation times, when using many modes and excitations. 

 Validation using a real laboratory experiment would be hugely beneficial and increase 
confidence in the use of the model developed. This would require a setup with an acoustic pool 
and non-contact sensors to measure the system displacement. Additional coatings and geometry 
could be investigated. 

Finally, this work can be more effective if it is extended to include finite length structures. This 
would require a reformulation of the theory and orthogonalization techniques used, but would 
make a more realistic model. An additional difficulty would be adding end-caps to such a model, 
where waves would reflect in complex ways. 
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Appendix 
A.1 Proof of Stiffener Index Shift 

 In Chapter 2.3, Equation 2.3.16 applied an index shift to eliminate the stiffener 
exponential and convert Equations 2.3.13 – 2.3.15 into a more convenient form. The following is 
performed on 2.3.13, but is representative 2.3.14 and 2.3.15; the final stiffener term of 2.3.13 is 
written as 

Ὗ ὧέίὲ—Ὡ

 

ὨὩ ὃȢρȢρ 

Substituting the indexed axial wavenumber, km, according to definition 2.3.9 and rearranging 

Ὡ Ὗ Ὡ ὨὩ ὧέί ὲ— ὃȢρȢς 

Expanding the m=summation yields 

Ὡ ȣ Ὗ Ὡ Ὗ Ὡ Ὗ Ὡ Ễ ὨὩ ὧέί ὲ—ὃȢρȢσ 

And the expanding the s-summation results in 

Ὡ Ễ ȣ Ὗ Ὡ Ὗ Ὡ Ὗ Ὡ Ễ Ὠ Ὡ

ȣ Ὗ Ὡ Ὗ Ὡ Ὗ Ὡ Ễ ὨὩ

ȣ Ὗ Ὡ Ὗ Ὡ Ὗ Ὡ Ễ ὨὩ

Ễ ὧέί ὲ—                                                                                                           ὃȢρȢτ 

Multiplying the outer exponentials with the inners gives 

Ὡ Ễ Ễ Ὗ Ὠ Ὡ Ὗ Ὠ Ὡ Ὗ Ὠ Ὡ Ễ

Ễ Ὗ ὨὩ Ὗ ὨὩ Ὗ ὨὩ Ễ

Ễ Ὗ ὨὩ Ὗ ὨὩ Ὗ ὨὩ Ễ

Ễ ὧέί ὲ—                                                                                                           ὃȢρȢυ 
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Now the square bracketed term can be individually summed using common exponentials 

Ὡ Ễ Ὗ Ὠ Ὡ Ὗ Ὠ Ὡ

Ὗ Ὠ Ὡ Ễ ὧέίὲ— ὃȢρȢφ

 

The summations within the square brackets can be incorporated into an m-summation 

Ὡ Ὗ Ὠ Ὡ ὧέίὲ— ὃȢρȢχ 

Finally, the constant exponential in front can be reintroduced into the summations 

Ὗ Ὠ Ὡ ὧέίὲ— ὃȢρȢψ 

which results in the final form given in Equation 2.3.16 

Ὗ ὧέί ὲ—Ὡ ὨὩ Ὗ Ὠ Ὡ ὧέίὲ—ὃȢρȢω 

 

A.2 Elements of Thin-Shell A Matrix 

 The Amn matrix introduced in Chapter 2.3 Equation 2.3.28 is defined as a 3x3 matrix with 
the following elements, shown in [row, column] format: 

ὃ ρȟρ ὬὧὯ
”Ὤὧ ρ ’ὲ

ςὥ
”Ὤ‫ ὃȢςȢρ 

ὃ ρȟς
”Ὤὧ ρ ’ὭὯὲ

ςὥ
ὃȢςȢς 

ὃ ρȟσ
”Ὤὧ’ὭὯ

ὥ
ὃȢςȢσ 

ὃ ςȟρ
”Ὤὧ ρ ’ὭὯὲ

ςὥ
ὃȢςȢτ 

ὃ ςȟς
”Ὤὧ ρ ’Ὧ

ς

”Ὤὧὲ

ὥ
”Ὤ‫ ὃȢςȢυ 
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ὃ ςȟσ
”Ὤὧὲ

ὥ
ὃȢςȢφ 

ὃ σȟρ
”Ὤὧ’ὭὯ

ὥ
ὃȢςȢχ 

ὃ σȟς
”Ὤὧὲ

ὥ
ὃȢςȢψ 

ὃ σȟσ
”Ὤὧ

ὥ

”ὬὧὯ

ρς

”ὬὧὯὲ

φὥ

”Ὤὧὲ

ρςὥ
”Ὤ‫ ὃȢςȢω 

 

A.3 Elements of Thick-Shell A Matrix 

The Amn matrix introduced in Chapter 2.4 Equation 2.4.39 is defined as a 6x6 matrix with 
the following elements, shown in [row, column] format: 

ὃ ρȟρ
ς‌ ‘

ὥ
ὐ ‌ ὥ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὥ
‌ ‗ ς‌ ‘ Ὧ ‗ὐ‌ ὥ ὃȢσȢρ 

ὃ ρȟς
ς‌ ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‌ ὥ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὥ
‌ ‗ ς‌ ‘ Ὧ ‗ὣ ‌ ὥ ὃȢσȢς 

ὃ ρȟσ
ςὲ‍‘

ὥ
ὐ ‍ὥ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὥ
ὐ‍ὥ ὃȢσȢσ 

ὃ ρȟτ
ςὲ‍‘

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ ὃȢσȢτ 

ὃ ρȟυ
ςὲὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὥ
ὐ ‍ὥ ςὭὯ‍‘ὐ‍ὥ ὃȢσȢυ 

ὃ ρȟφ
ςὲὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ ςὭὯ‍‘ὣ ‍ὥ ὃȢσȢφ 

ὃ ςȟρ
ςὲ‌ ‘

ὥ
ὐ ‌ ὥ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὥ
ὐ‌ ὥ ὃȢσȢχ 

ὃ ςȟς
ςὲ‌ ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‌ ὥ

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‌ ὥ ὃȢσȢψ 

ὃ ςȟσ
‍‘

ὥ
ὐ ‍ὥ ‍‘

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὥ
ὐ‍ὥ ὃȢσȢω 
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ὃ ςȟτ
‍‘

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ ‍‘

ςὲὲ ρ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ ὃȢσȢρπ 

ὃ ςȟυ
ςὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὥ
ὐ ‍ὥ ὭὯ‍‘ὐ‍ὥ ὃȢσȢρρ 

ὃ ςȟφ
ςὲ ρὭὯ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ ὭὯ‍‘ὣ ‍ὥ ὃȢσȢρς 

ὃ σȟρ ςὭὯ‌ ὐ ‌ ὥ
ςὲὭὯ‘

ὥ
ὐ‌ ὥ ὃȢσȢρσ 

ὃ σȟς ςὭὯ‌ ὣ ‌ ὥ
ςὲὭὯ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‌ ὥ ὃȢσȢρτ 

ὃ σȟσ
ὲὭὯ‘

ὥ
ὐ‍ὥ ὃȢσȢρυ 

ὃ σȟτ
ὲὭὯ‘

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ ὃȢσȢρφ 

ὃ σȟυ ‘‍ Ὧ ὐ ‍ὥ
ὲ‍‘

ὥ
ὐ‍ὥ ὃȢσȢρχ 

ὃ σȟφ ‘‍ Ὧ ὣ ‍ὥ
ὲ‍‘

ὥ
ὣ ‍ὥ ὃȢσȢρψ 

Rows 4 – 6 are identical to rows 1 – 3 except that radius a is replaced by radius c. 

 

A.4 Timoshenko Curved Beam Equations 

Following the work of Issa [15], deriving the equations of motion for the ring stiffeners using 
Timoshenko beams, involves a free-body-diagram (FBD) of an infinitesimal section of the r, θ 
plane, shown below in Figure A.3.1 
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Figure A.3.1 ɀ FBD of infinitesimal section of circular beam 

where V and N are the shear and tangential forces, respectively, Mz is the moment about the z-
axis (out-of-plane). R is the ring radius of curvature of the neutral axis. Summing forces in the r 
and θ directions, and moments in the z direction results in the following equilibrium equations 

ὠ ὠ
‬ὠ

‬—
Ὠ— ὔ

‬ὔ

‬—
Ὠ—Ὠ— ”ὃὙ

‬ύ

‬ὸ
Ὠ— ὃȢτȢρ 

ὔ ὔ
‬ὔ

‬—
Ὠ— ὠ

‬ὠ

‬—
Ὠ—Ὠ— ”ὃὙ

‬ὺ

‬ὸ
Ὠ— ὃȢτȢς 

ὓ ὓ
‬ὓ

‬—
Ὠ— ὠ

‬ὠ

‬—
Ὠ—ὙὨ—”ὍὙ

‬‪

‬ὸ
Ὠ— ὃȢτȢσ 

in which I is the moment of inertia, w is the radial rib displacement, v is the circumferential rib 
displacement and ψ is the angular deflection due to bending. First terms of order (dθ)2 are 
approximately 0, and then the remaining dθ term can be canceled in each equation leaving 
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‬ὠ

‬—
ὔ ”ὃὙ

‬ύ

‬ὸ
ὃȢτȢτ 

‬ὔ

‬—
ὠ ”ὃὙ

‬ὺ

‬ὸ
ὃȢτȢυ 

‬ὓ

‬—
Ὑὠ ”ὍὙ

‬‪

‬ὸ
ὃȢτȢφ 

The total angular deformation of the neutral axis compared to the undeformed tangential axis 
consists of a rotation due to bending (ψ) and shear (β) 

• ‪ ‍ 

 
Figure A.3.2 ɀ Curved beam element undergoing deformation and rotation 

Figure [*] shows the deformation and rotation of a curved beam element, compared to its initial 
state (ds0). Rotation of the element due to tangential and radial displacement is calculated as 
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•
ὺ

Ὑ
ȟ •

ό
‬ύ
‬ί
Ὠίό

Ὠί

‬ύ

‬ί

ρ

Ὑ

‬ύ

‬—
ȟ •

ρ

Ὑ
ὺ
‬ύ

‬—
ὃȢτȢχ 

Thus the angle due to shear can be determined as 

‍
ρ

Ὑ
ὺ
‬ύ

‬—
Ὑ‪ ὃȢτȢψ 

while the extensional deformation of the curved beam is the change in length, ds, given as 

ὨὩ ὨίὨί Ὑ ύὨ— ὺ
‬ὺ

‬ί
Ὠί ὺ ὙὨ—

‬ὺ

‬—
ύ Ὠ— ὃȢτȢω 

From the rotation and extension of the infinitesimal beam segment, the normal and shear forces 
and moment can be found using elementary beam theory 

ὔ Ὁὃ
ὨὩ

Ὠί

Ὁὃ

Ὑ

ὨὩ

Ὠ—

Ὁὃ

Ὑ

‬ὺ

‬—
ύ ὃȢτȢρπ 

ὠ ὑὋὃ‍
ὑὋὃ

Ὑ
ὺ
‬ύ

‬—
Ὑ‪ ὃȢτȢρρ 

ὓ
ὉὍ

Ὑ

‬‪

‬—
ὃȢτȢρς 

where E is Young’s modulus, G is the shear modulus, and Ks is the shape factor.  Substituting these 
into the equilibrium equations results in the final Timoshenko curved beam equations of motion 
in the radial direction 

Ὁὃ

Ὑ

‬ὺ

‬—
ύ

ὑὋὃ

Ὑ

‬ύ

‬—

‬ὺ

‬—
Ὑ
‬‪

‬—
Ὢ ”ὃὙ

‬ύ

‬ὸ
ὃȢτȢρσ 

in the circumferential direction 

Ὁὃ

Ὑ

‬ὺ

‬—

‬ύ

‬—

ὑὋὃ

Ὑ

‬ύ

‬—
ὺ Ὑ‪ Ὢ ”ὃὙ

‬ὺ

‬ὸ
ὃȢτȢρτ 

and in the z-rotational direction 

ὉὍ

Ὑ

‬‪

‬—
ὑὋὃ

‬ὺ

‬—
ύ Ὑ‪ ”ὍὙ

‬‪

‬ὸ
ὃȢτȢρυ 

The added terms fr and fθ are the external radial and tangential rib forces, respectively; there is 
no external moment. 
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A.5 Solution of the 3D Wave Equation (for Scalars) 

The three dimensional wave equation in cylindrical coordinates is given as 

‬Ὢ

‬ὶ

ρ

ὶ

‬Ὢ

‬ὶ

ρ

ὶ

‬Ὢ

‬—

‬Ὢ

‬ᾀ

ρ

ὧ

‬Ὢ

‬ὸ
ὃȢυȢρ 

with c the material speed of sound. The solution to the wave equation for scalar harmonic 
functions can be found via the separation of variables method. Assuming the solution can be 
written as a combination of functions for each independent variable (r, θ, z, t), it takes the 
following form 

Ὢὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ Ὑὶ —ὤᾀὝὸ ὃȢυȢς 

Substituting the proposed solution into the wave equation results in 

ρ

ὧ
ὝὙ ὤὙ ὤὝ

ρ

ὶ
Ὑ ὤὝ

ρ

ὶ
Ὑ  ὤὝ Ὑ ὤὝ π ὃȢυȢσ 

where the dashes indicate a derivative with respect to the function’s sole independent variable. 
Dividing by RΦTZ leads to an equation with the temporal (T) functions isolated from the other 
variables. Therefore, the remaining equation is independent of t and can be considered constant. 

ρ

ὧ

Ὕ

Ὕ

Ὑ

Ὑ

ρ

ὶ

Ὑ

Ὑ

ρ

ὶ

 

 
 
ὤ

ὤ
Ὧ ὃȢυȢτ 

k = ω/c is the constant wavenumber. Ignoring the non-temporal part of the above, the equation 
for a single degree of freedom, 2nd order differential equation remains. The solution is an 
exponential function, in which only the negative exponent has been kept. 

Ὕ ‫Ὕ πO Ὕὸ ὅὩ ὃȢυȢυ 

Returning to Equation [*], isolating the z-dependent terms means that the RHS is independent of 
z, and thus can be considered a constant. 

ὤ

ὤ
Ὧ

Ὑ

Ὑ

ρ

ὶ

Ὑ

Ὑ

ρ

ὶ

 

 
Ὧ ὃȢυȢφ 

kz is the axial wavenumber. This forms another 2nd order differential equation with an 
exponential solution, and the positive exponent is kept. 

ὤ Ὧὤ πO ὤᾀ ὅὩ ὃȢυȢχ 

Defining a new constant, Ë Ë Ë will help reduce some of the constants present. Isolating 
the θ terms of Equation [*] results in gives the following 

 

 
ὶὯ ὶ

Ὑ

Ὑ
ὶ
Ὑ

Ὑ
ὲ ὃȢυȢψ 
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Again this leads to a 2nd order differential equation with exponential solution. 

  ὲ  πO  — ὅὩ ὃȢυȢω 

Unlike the temporal and axial solutions, the circumferential solution is periodic, Φ(θ) = Φ(θ + 2π). 
Since e0 = 1 = e2πin, n must be an integer and the solution can be rewritten as a sinusoid; the sin 
term is disregarded. 

  — ὅὧέίὲ—ȟὲ πȟρȟςȟσȣ ὃȢυȢρπ 

The circumferential solution Returning to Equation [*], the r-dependent terms remain, which can 
be rearranged into Bessel’s Equation in r 

ὶὙ ὶὙ Ὧὶ ὲ Ὑ π ὃȢυȢρρ 

There are two linearly independent solutions to Bessel’s Equation, made up of Bessel functions 
of the first and second kind. 

Ὑ ὶ ὅὐὯὶȟ Ὑ ὶ ὅὣ Ὧὶ ὃȢυȢρς 

Jn and Yn are a nth order Bessel functions of the first and second kind, respectively. Yn diverges as 
r goes to 0. For systems that require finite displacement at the origin (solid rods, fluids), this is 
not realistic and the Yn solution must be thrown out. Combining the four independent solutions, 
the original wave equation function, f, can be reconstructed.  The solutions in r and θ, involving 
the integer n, must be summed. All the constants are combined into a single constant. 

Ὢὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ ὃ ὐὯὶὧέίὲ—Ὡ Ὡ ὃȢυȢρσ 

Note that the Hankel function is a linear combination of Jn and Yn and thus also solves the Bessel 
Equation. Therefore, the function f can be expressed with a Hankel function of the first kind as 
well. 

Ὄ ὼ  ὐὼ Ὥὣ ὼȟ Ὄ ὼ  ὐὼ Ὥὣ ὼ ὃȢυȢρτ 

Ὢὶȟ—ȟᾀȟὸ ὃ Ὄ Ὧὶὧέίὲ—Ὡ Ὡ ὃȢυȢρυ 

 

 


