Fiction: Lesson 7

Second Person Point of View
Excerpt #3: From Kwame Alexander’s Booked

Why couldn’t your dad

be a musician
like Jimmy Leon’s dad
or own an oil company
like Coby’s?
Better yet, why couldn’t
he be a cool detective
driving
a sleek silver
convertible sports car
like Will Smith
in Bad Boys?
Instead, your dad’s
a linguistics professor
with chronic verbomania
as evidenced
by the fact
that he actually wrote
a dictionary
called Weird and Wonderful Words
with,

get this,
footnotes.

In the elementary school spelling bee
when you intentionally

misspelled heifer.

he almost had a cow.

You're the only kid

on your block

at school

in THE. ENTIRE. FREAKIN’. WORLD.
who lives in a prison

of words.

He calls it the pursuit of excellence.
You call it Shawshank.

And even though your mother
forbids you to say it,

the truth is

you

HATE

words. (p. 4)
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Fiction: Lesson 7

Excerpt #4: From Kwame Alexander’s Booked
Giddy-up

she hollers,
SMASHING the ball
to the edge

of the right corner

of the table

with so much force,

it sends you diving
into the laundry stack,
trying and failing

to lob it back.

Loser does the dishes tonight.
You can’t say that now, Mom. It’s game point.

She drops a shot

right over the net

that you can’t get to.

You're a one-trick pony, young boy.
Stick to soccer, she jokes, then
headlocks you,

hits you on the backside with her paddle,
and soaks your forehead

in kisses

after beating you

for the fourth game

in a row. (p. 6)
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