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Southgate Interchange Project: 
March 24 closure scheduled 

The left lane of Rte. 460 Westbound, east of Southgate Drive, 
will be closed on Thursday, March 24, 2016 between 9 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. 

For more inform ation, contact Mike Dunn , transpo1tation and 
planning engineer, at 540-23 1-7641. 

Board of Visitors approves new 
endowed professors, new name for 
baseball stadium 

At its quarterly meeting on March 21, the Virginia Tech 
Board of Visitors approved tuition and fees for the 2016-17 
academic year, anno unced the appointment of two new 
Virginia Tech Carilion endowed professors, and revealed the 
new name of Virginia Tech's baseball stadium. 

The board approved a 2.9 percent increase in tuition and 
mandatory fees for botl1 resident and non-1·esident 
undergraduate students. Next year, tuition and mandatory fees 
for Virginia undergraduate students will increase $367, or 
$12,852 annually, and out-of-state students wiU pay an 
additional $846, or $29,975 annually. 

Additional details on 20 16- 17 tuition and fees can be found 
on the Virginia Tech News website at 
http:/ /vtnews. vt .edu/articl es/2016/03/bov-tuition .html. 

The board honored Warren Bickel, professor and director of 
the Addiction Recovery Research Center, by naming him the 
first Virginia Tech Carilion Behavioral Science Research 
Professor, and honored P. Read Montague, professor and 
director of the Human Neuroimaging Laboratory, by naming 
him the first Virginia Tech Caril ion Vernon Mountcastle 
Research Professor. These professorships were established to 
recognize exce llence in research. 

A comp lete story on these two appointments will be 
published Wednesday, March 23 in Virgi nia Tech News. 

The board also approved a resolution 
(http://vt11ews.vt.edu/a1ticles/20 16/03/032116 -development ­
unionpark.html) to rename the baseba ll team's English Field to 
Eng lish Field at Union Park to commemorate Union Bank & 
Trust's commitment to comm unity and its long-time suppo1t of 
Virginia Tech, including a recent $3 .5 million commitment that 
will help make possible major upgrades to the baseball 
stadium. More information on this can be fou nd at 
HokieS ports .com. 

The board approved a resolution to estab lish compensation 
for grad uate assistants for the 20 16-17 academic year . Vi rginia 
Tech will advance the stipend scale by providing a base stipend 
increase of 3 percent, up from last year's 2 percent increase. 
The university will continue to pay 90 percent of the annua l 
premium cost of the basic health insurance plan. 

On Monday afte rnoon, the board announced the selec tion of 
the 2016- J 7 student representatives. Gabe Cohen of Atlanta, 
Georgia, a junior majoring in mechanica l engineering in 

the College of Engineering, will be the undergraduate student 
representative. Tara Reel, a master's deg ree student in the 
School of Public and International Affairs in the College of 
Architecture and Urban Studies, will be the graduate student 
representa tive. Cohen and Reel will serve one-year terms 
beginning July I . 

Resolutions to approving funding to plan for the renovation 
of O'Shaughnessy Hall, a residence hall built in J 966 that 
houses 36 1 studen ts, and to plan a revised and comprehensive 
solution for student wellness services that encompasses facility 
improvements at both Schiffert Health Center and Cook 
Counse ling Center, were also approved. 

On Sunday, board members 1·eceived several reports from 
university leadership. The first report, "Envis ioning Virginia 
Tech Beyond Boundaries," by Virginia Tec h President Tjm 
Sands summarized university discussions on how to suppo1t 
two interrelated goals: advancing Virgin ia Tech 's status as an 
internationally-recognized, globa l land-grant institution and 
strategically addressing the challenges and oppo1tunities 
presented by the changing landscape of higher education. 
That report was fol lowed by a presentation by Executive Vice 
President and Provost Thanass is Rikakis on Dest ination Areas, 
or ways to expand on Virginia Tec h's multifaceted and 
comp rehensive curriculum to address complex challenges of 
tomorrow. 

Menah Pratt-Clarke, vice provost for inclusion and diversity 
and vice president for strategic affa irs, followed and provided 
board members an update on lnclusiveVT and proposed future 
initiatives in this area. 

In-depth stories on each of these repo1ts to the board will 
published in Virg inia Tech news in the coming weeks. 

During the full board meeting Monday afternoon, Virginia 
Tech Police Officer Larry Wooddell and his police dog, 
Boomer, were recognized as they both prepare to retire. 
Wooddell and Boomer have been pa1tners since 2008, and 
Wooddell has been a member of the university's police 
department since 1994. 

In addition to the Bickel and Montague appoi ntments, the 
board apprnved resolutions appointing or reappointing 11 more 
facu lty members to endowed professorships, and a total of 12 
faculty members and senior administrators were honored with 
emeritus sta tus. Individual stories on each of these 
appointments and honors will be published in Virginia Tech 
News beginning next week. 

The next regu larly scheduled meeti ng of the Virg inia Tech 
Board of Visitors will be June 5-6 in Blacksburg. More 
information on the Virginia Tech Board of Visitors may be 
found online www .bov.vt.edu. 

Presidential message on the 2016 
General Assembly 
The following is an open letter to the Virginia Tech co11111111nity 
fi·om President Tim Sands on Mar. 18. 

I am pleased to repo1t on the outcome of the 20 I 6 Genera l 
Assembly sessio n . We are grateful to the Administration and 
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the General Asse mbly for mak ing the most significant investment in 
Higher Edu cation and Virginia Tech of this centur y. W ith that 
investment co mes respon sibili ty and ex pecta tions, especially in 
leverag ing our partnerships in resea rch and inno vation to catalyze the 
deve lopmenl of the Vir ginia economy, and in using financi al aid and 
operat ing appropriations to promote access, affordabilit~ and success 
for our students. ln the fo llowing paragraphs, I summ an ze the most 
sign ificant of these inves tments and the implicat ions fo r Vir ginia T ech. 

Access, Aff01·dability and Student Success: Th e operating 
appropriation fo r the b.ien nium beginnin g July I , 201 6 increases by J 0 
pei:cent in the first yea r and 11 .6 perce nt in the second yea r ove r the 
general fund approp riation for fisca l yea r 20 16 . Whil e we_are still . 
recovering fro m two recess ions ove r the past 15 yea rs which resulted m 
a 55 percent reduclion of sta te support per student after adju sting fo r 
inflat ion, this increase will help Virginia Tech keep tuilion and fee 
increases to the lowes t leve ls in many years. N ext week our Boa rd of 
Visitors will meet to consider our tuition recommendations which we 
will announce after we adjo urn . I am particularly grat ified tha t we will 
be able to enhance our Funds for the Fulure program . This program that 
insulates low and middl e- income students from increases in tuition and 
fees will be expanded to pro vide 100 percent protec tion for returnin g 
studen ts from families with incomes be low $75 ,000. Financial aid 
fundin g from the Comm onwealth also increases $59 0 ,000 fo r Virg inia 
undergra dua te stude nts. 

Th e Commonwealth 's capital bud get provides a planning 
author ization of appro ximately $3 .7M for the Undergraduate Science 
Laboratory buildin g, an est imated $74 .8M proj ect that will co mplement 
the Undergraduate Class room Buildin g that is now under co nstruction. 
These two buildin gs will prov ide mode rn class roo ms and labo ratories 
that promo te active inquiry- based lea rning, as well as informal study 
and collaborat ion spaces. 

Est imated state bond fu nding in the amount of $6 ] Mi s prov ided fo r 
the Holden Hall renovation project, which is expected to cost $73.5 M. 
This i s the fir st step in updating and expanding facili t ies to 
acco mmodate both growth in the Co llege of Engineering as well as 
development of acade mic strengths in the emerging Des tination Areas. 

Resea1·cb and Innovation : Perhaps the most transfo mrnlive 
investments in the Co mmonwealth 's bud get are in the domain o f 
pa11nerships between our resea rch universities and the private sector i11 
fields that promise to bo lster the diversification of V irginia's econo my. 
The Commonwealth will prov ide an es timated $46.7 M toward the next 
phase of infrast ructure for the pa1t nership between Virginia Tec h and 
Carilion Clinic. This new fac ility in Roanoke is anticipated to cost 
$67 .7M and the VTC expa ns ion in Roanoke will leve rage the combin ed 
resources of Caril ion Clinic and Virginia Tech in bot h Roanoke and 
Blacksburg. This is a great step forward for health sc iences in 
Southwest Virginia. 

With th.is biennium budget , the Commonwealth has created the 
Virginia Resea rch Investment Fund , including $22 M in operating 
resources ove r two yea rs and $29 M in bonding authority fo r labora tory 
renova tions and instrumen tat ion. Th e resources in this fund will al low 
Virginia institu tions to att ract and retain talent and asse mble shared 
faciliti es in emerging do mains of science and technology that will 
provide the bas is for our futur e economy . The Fund 's resources will be 
ava ilable as matching fund s through a competitive process that favo rs 
multi-institu tion pa1t nerships with the private sector. 

The new budget also prov ides $2M fo r the Cyber Range . With this 
fundin g, V irginia Tec h w ill work with education institutions across the 
state and state gove rnm ent leade rs to create shared resources to provi de 
experiential lear ning oppo rtuni ties for cybe rsecurity ed ucation. 

Infrastrnctur e: Th e biennium budget includes es timated state 
fundin g of $35.2 M for new chiller capacity that will be neede d to 
suppo1t the growi ng infrast ructure of the Blacksb urg campus. The total 
cost of this proj ect is currently estimated at $40M . 

Agricultural Research and Cooperative Extension : T he bienniu m 
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budget alloca tes $22.5M in state bond ing authority lo cove r I 00 
percent of the cost for Phase T of a much-needed upgrade to our 
animal fac ilities. Agr icultur e and Forest ry rep resent the la rgest 
portion of the Virginia Economy, with annual revenues of ove r 
$70 8. Th ese new and upgraded fac ilities will allow Virginia Tech to 
suppo 1t grow th in this important sector. 

People: Th e biennium budget includes support fo r a 3 percent 
increase in salaries for faculty and staff in the first year , effective 
Nove mber 10 , 2016. 

As you can see, the suppo,t for Virginia T ech at the state leve l 
allows us to move forward to adva nce our missio n and mee t the 
needs of the Commonwealth to educate and prepa re the next 
genera tion of leaders, thinkers and doers . We appreciate the 
confidence in Vi rginia Tec h expresse d by the Gove rnor, the Senate 
and the House of Delega tes in this biennium budget. Vi rginia Tec h 
is in an extrao rd inary pos ition to adva nce the public goo d through 
education , resea rch and innova tion in partnership with the 
Commonwealth and our pa,tn ers. 

Virginia Tech employees recognized for 
combined 13,890 years of service 

V irginia Tec h recog nizes 783 employees for their significa nt 
caree r commitm ent to the university . 

Collec tive ly, these 783 faculty and staff, who work in colleges and 
departments across the university, have dedicated 13,890 years of 
service . 

The Service Recog nition Progra m acknow ledges employee s' 
service to the univers ity in five-yea r increme nts, beg innin g at I 0 
years of service. This year's recipients will be honored at a luncheon 
and a d inner this spring. 

O f the employees be ing recog nized , the fo llowing seven have 
served V irginia Tec h for45 years: 
- Ann Hut chens, fiscal technic ian, Col lege of Agricultu re and Life 
Sciences 
-- Dot Cupp , ad ministrative ass istant to depa rtment head, 
Depa rtmelll of ldustrial and Sys temsEeng ineeri ng 
- Charles Tay lor , professor , departm ents of political science and 
international studies 
-- E.F. Be nfield, professo r and associa te departm ent head, 
Department of B io log ical Sc iences 
- B renda Harris, regis trar , Graduate Schoo l 
-- W. Euge ne Seago, Curl ing Professo r in Accou nting and 
Informat ion Syste ms 
-- Th omas Ti llar, specia l assistant to the dean, Pamplin College of 
Business 

A complete list of emp loyee s being recog nized this yea r is 
available online at 
www .hr. vt .edu/compe nsa tion/emp loyawa rd/se rv ice­
awards/ recipients/2016/20 L6_rec ipients.html. 

Lea rn more about the unive rsity's se rvice recogni tion progra m at 
www .hr. vt .edu/co mpensation/e mployawa rd/se rvice-awards. 

Virginia Tech Ne ws is publi shed week ly during fa ll and spring 
semes ter and bimonthly during the summ er sess ions, by the 
Department of Hu man Resources and the Office of Unive rsity 
Re lations as a service to university employees who do not have 
co mputer access on cam pus. For more info rmation, or to d iscuss 
submiss ion of items ca ll 540-23 1-7643. 


