
































To the untrained eye of a new inductee 
to Virginia Tech campus life, places 
referred to as 375 NEB or 268 NEB 

might seem light years away. Such technical­
sounding jargon might suggest the astronom­
ical address of black holes or white dwarf stars 
on the other side of the galaxy. Not so-NEB 
is the New Engineering Building, located just 

across campus, not across the Milky Way. 
The New Engineering Building, as its 
name may hint, is the newest building 

used by Tech's College of 
Engineering and has just been 

completed. The building is 
shared by four departments; 

Industrial and Systems 
Engineering and 
Electrical 

Engineering occu­
py the majority 

of its space, 
Mechanical 

Engineering takes considerably less, and the 
small remainder is filled by the Environ.mental 
Engineering and Sciences Program in the 
Department of Civil Engineering. 

Initial plans for the building were started 
around 1987. Throughout the design process, 
the individual departments were allowed con­
siderable input in regards to planning and 
arranging their portions of the roughly 72,260 
square feet of space within the building. This 
departmental input led to some very special­
ized and innovative uses for the new building. 
For instance, NEB contains many laborato­
ries, ranging in focus from wireless commu­
nications to environmental microbiology to 
smart materials. 

Plans are in the works to allow students 
much more access to these labs as well as the 
new building. First of all, NEB will remain 
open for longer hours, even on the weekend. 
Going further, the building's planners have 
installed electronic locks on certain outside 
doors. These locks have magnetic strip 
readers, allowing authorized stu­
dents access to the building 
with only their Hokie 
Passport. Many 
labs boast the 

same electronic locks, giving departments the 
ability to open their labs for exactly who they 
want exactly when they want. Students, in 
turn, will gain flexibility in lab hours and 
usage. 

Notwithstanding the building's multiple 
innovations in teaching and research, the first 
question to pop up in conversation about 
NEB is simply its name. How long will it be 
known by this temporary-sounding designa­
tion? If the directories posted on the wall by 
the main entrance are any indication, it may 
be a while-printed in big, neat letters are the 
words NEW ENGINEERING BUILD­
ING. Until Tech has a reason to 
rename it, NEB will live 
on without an official 
name. lltJ 
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What YOU Think 

So, you think you have a better 
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Chris Hokie 
Squires Brush Mountain Room B 

Virginia Tech 
(540) 231-7738 

Education: * Bachelor of Science, University Studies, Virginia 
Tech, Minor: Velcro Studies 

* Q.C.A: 3.14159 

* Can walk and chew gum at the same time. 
* Can bowl over a seventy-five, consistently. 
* Can recite all known Quake cheats from memory. 
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Description: Staff member of the nation's leading 
college engineering magazine. 

Positions Held: Writer 
Photographer 
Business Manager 

Layout Designer 

Accomplishments: 
* Graduated in the top 90% of class. 
* Painted "VT" on chest for 37 straight football games. 
* I survived the Chili Challenge. 
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