~14-

in the various contests on county and district levels was shown, better
project work as shown by exhibits at the local fairs and achievement
days. Pareats of mesbers are showing greater interest im 4-H work by
assisting the extension agents in various phases of club work. An
increase in junior leadership has played a major part in fsproving

club work in the county. The cooperation of county and school officials
bhas also contributed to increased interest.
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The farm and home management program is being carried out im every
section of the county. More farmers are requesting help in making
changes in their farm operation in order to meet changing needs.

Approximately fiftesn new farmers have been given assistance in
making adjustments in their farming operation. Fwo farms were set
up on the new slectromic precision plamning program. The results
have not yet been obtaimed.

An shlarged farm map has been provided for those who requested thea.
Farm record books were furnished and assistance given the farmer in
setting up farm accounts for better records. Ome farmer is using the
electronic mail-in record keeping system. Assistance was givem this
farmar in getting started and saintaining his records.

1 £ ® in the y took advantage of the new Lynchburg
fesder pig sale. This is encouraging the production of feeder pigs
a8 another source of supplemental income particularly te the ssall
farmer who is suffering most from small tobacco acreage allotments.
There are also more farmers each year participating ia the two
organised feeder calf sales.

One farmer was given assistance in getting started in a feeder steer
operation. This imcluded assistance with the physical layout of
feed-lot and housing facilities.

4-8 GLuss

Four-H Clubs continue to be organized im sach school of the coumty
with small interest groups being organised in commmities for summer
project instruction. BKach club is organised om the pattern designated
by the State office, With each club haviag & full slate of officers.
In the elementary schools, the clubs are organised by grades, thus
making it easier to select projects and programs for sach age growp.

In the consolidated high school three clubs are organised with a full
slate of officers. The eighth grade, due to the size of the growp,
has its own organisation. The ninth and tenth grades form the junior
club, and the eleventh and twelfth grades make up the sealor club.

A teacher is designated by the principal as sponsor for sach club.
This spomsor works closely with the extensions agents ian plamning
the meeting, arranging place for meeting and keeps in close contact
with 4-H members, assisting them in program plamaing. The spomsor




an all day educational meeting.

The county agent is cooperating with the State campaign to comtrol
mastictis in dairy cattle. Through personal coutacts, circulars malled
to dairymen, meetings, nevspapers and radio talks, cattle owners have
been given the latest information obtainable on the coatrol of mastitis.

Poultry production in Charlotte County has receantly undergone grest
« The family sised laying flock is rapidly being replaced
the commercial laying flock of ome thoussnd to several thousand

|

[-!

:

are at present 18 egg producers ia the county with flocks
to three thousand layers. These producers
wodern equipment. Plans have been furnished
for these houses and equipment.

1]

P9
#

s have also met with and discussed production and
problems with these poultrymen.

:
:

The county agent is & member of and attends regular wmeetings of a
district grouwp of profSessional agricultural workers and feed distri-
buting representatives. The purpose of these mestings 1s to keep
members informed on solutions to poultry problems, and to ilaitiste
activities, including mectings for producers, that will bemefit and
promote the poultry iandustry.

all farmers in Charlotte County have produced a few hogs for

use for many years. Duriag the past year a few farmers in the
sold pigs through an organized cooperative feeder pig sale.

This method of marketing is iscreasing im popularity amoug producers

A schedule of feeder pig sales for the year ahead is in the hands of
producers. A sumber of these prod # are arvanging their breeding
schedules so that pigs will be ready for these sales.

Some farmers are using surplus corn to feed hogs for the production
of feeder pigs, thereby supplemsnting their farm income.
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been conducted Chroughout the
These demonstrations have been visitdd by many land owners,
been held to explain the demonstratioms.

Hl

Watershed project which covers the east sectiom
the county is in progress. Special emphasis Ls being placed om
by all agencies interested ia better forest practices. A

on killing hardwoods and planting pine seedlings has
conducted by the Extension Service in cooperatiom with the
Forestry Service.

o 4

HE
I

<
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ershed area, which covers 141,900 acres, there are 90,800
, and 4,200 acres of idle and brush land. Efforts
convert these idie and brush areas to plantings of
the wvatershed program.

season of 1959-60, 4-H Cludb members in the watarshed
000 pine seedlings. Demonstrations by the extension
given in methods of planting, killing, and thinning

sctually killed any pine timber. Some
been heaviest ia past years, there was a
960. However, the flp was reported in areas
f the county where they had not sppeared before.

Areas of the county vhere the sawfly has been the heaviest are
closely observed to determine the extent of damage they hay
the growth and development of the pine timber.

No plantings of the loblolly pines in Charlotte have yet
evidence of being attacked by the sawfly. The heaviest iafestation
being on the Virginia and short leaf pines..

More farmers each year are using the services of the Extension and
State foresters in planning their forestry program. These services
are: timber marking, msethods of harvesting, planting, and killing
hardwoods. More farmers are also taking sdvantage of the A. 5. C.
payments in conducting the forestry program on their farme.

kivestock
L. esf
There are 150 beef cattle producers ia Charlotte, and 3,000 beef




in 1955 for the planning and development of the watershed under Public
Law 566, a Watershed Protection and FPlood Preveation Act.

The Roancke Creek Vatershed consists of 141,900 acres and forms almost
all of the sastern half of Wharlotte County.

There are 1015 farms in the watershed with an average screage of 116
acres.

Approximately 1413 families live in the watershed.

The Roancke Creek Watershed Development Plan has been given Congressiomal
approval im VWashington, and at the present time two flood retarding
structures have been completed and blue prints are being made for other
structures.

Landosmers and residents ia the watershed have been kept informed om the
progress and importance of this flood preventiom plan. This has been
done by means of mestings, newspaper articles and pictures, radio broad-
casts, letters and personal comtacts. The county agent has been
responsible for this educationdl work.

2. Agicultural Conservetion Progrem

During 1960, 317 farmers in Charlotte County have applied for assistance
in the amount of $50,615.00 in the carrying out of 555 soil building
and soil maintenance practices. There are approximately 1900 farms in
the county.

The professional mgricultural workers ia the county recommended the soil
building and soil maintenance practices that were offered to farmers in
1960.

The county agent and the assistant agent iaterviewed and explained to
many farmers the practices that seemed to be applicable to their
different situations.

Torestry

The forestry situatiom in Charlotte County is as follows: WSoodland 471
of total acreage or 107,281 scres; woodland ilncome 4.9% of total or an
average of $2.60 per acre.

It is estimated that 40% of the total woodland is growiag in undesirable
hardwood timber. A trend toward eradicating these undesirable hardwoods
has been made through methods of poisoning, buth by hand method and
serial spraying.




improved practices of tobacco production. Special emphasis
on timely trestment of plant beds for weed coantrel, plant
fon and preparation, plant bed care, varieties, fertilisatiom,
control, sucker control, seil amalysis and harvesting practims.
The agent also arranged for all interested farmers to visit the Oxford,
North Carolina, esperdpent statiom to observe methods of centrolling
disease, developing new varieties and improving cultural practices.

Timely bulletins and informational letters were mailed to sach tobacco
farmer.

There was on official variety test for flue cured tobacco and one
company evaluation test comducted im the county.

The purpose of the wariety test was to determine variety characteristics
a8 a basis for furnishing information to producers om flue cured
tobacco varieties.

The ageat assisted in setting out observatiom plets for A. 5. C. fleld-
men to study is order to Ldentify discount varieties of flus cured
tobacco.

One darh fired tobacco variety and one fertilizatiom test were conducted
on farms in the county. The variety test is one of the official tests
on the basis of which varieties are recommended to growers.

The fertilisation test is to determine the effects of various smounts
of plant food elements on dark fired tobacco.

Aromatic tobacco was grown by four new growers in Charlette County ia
1960. 1In order to stimulate interest in this relatively new crop as
a means of supplemental income, one area meeting was held. Parts of
two radie programs were devoted to aromatic tobaceo productiom and
sumerous farm visits were made to interested farmars. The tobacce
grown this year wvas also used for demonstrational purposes, and several
farmers have expressed an interest in growing the crep ia 1961.

Arvangements were made for two sale dates for Charlotte County farmers

to market their aromatic tobacco at Chase City. Ome sale was held
in mid-September and the other ome early in Nobember.

Soil Conservation
1. Bosmoke Creek Watershed

The landowmers within the Roanoke Creek Watershed, which lies entirely
within Charlotte County, applied to the State Soil Conservation Committee




income from flue cured tobacco im the county will be at least as
higher than the 1959 crop, even if yields are about the same,
poudd is greater thanm ia 1959,

The guality and yleld of the dark fired crop should be as good as in
1959.

Diseases continued to take their toll im 1960. Asmong the most
prevalent were! blackshank, gramville wilt, rootknot, meadow nematodes,
pythium, mosaic, ring spot, bacterial soft rot and chemical damage.

The chimical damage noted during the year was from fertiliser,
insecticides, and some of 2,40 type.

Four radio programe were devoted to tobacco diseases and their control.
Wumerous farm visits were made for the same purposes.

Since many farmers are fumigating to 1 des, two £ B
were selected to cooperate by having a fertiliser demonstration on
thair farm. These & ations showed the ilsportance of using a
high percentage of the nitrogen in the nitrate form om soil that had
been fumigated.

Among the insects that did damage to the tobacco crops during 1960 were:
cutworms, wireworms, flea beetles, grass hoppers, budworms and horm
worms. Two radio broadcasts were devoted largely to insect comtrol

on tobacco and the correct usage of insecticides.

Nine meetings were held in early 1960 to discuss tobacco production.

One county-wide meeting was held in cooperatioe with one of the farm
organisations. Mr. §. R. Mathews discussed tobacce productiom practices,
and Mr. R. B. Davis, Jr., former State President of the Famm Buresu,
spoke om the overall tobacco situation

The agent met twice with a young farmers' class and discussed curremt
production problems.

One dark fired tobacco meeting was held in the dark fired section

of the county. Mr. G. R. Mathews, Extension Agroncmist from V. P. I.,
and Mr. R. D. Sears, Superintendent of the Southside Experiment
Station, discussed dark fired tobacco production practices.

Five other area meetings were hald by the agent workiag with tobaceco
to discuss flue cured tobacco production practices.

The agent working with tobacce made 14 radio broadcasts that included




tour was conducted #ith forty farmers participating.

county agent and assistants made 310 visits ia the county for
iag assistance Ln solving problems commected with

Three hundred and eight recommendations have

agent and assistants as to fertilisation
on 3,200 scres of land on vhich forage crops were

a result of solil analyses.

4. Yobacco

Tobacco is the main cash crep ia Charlotte County, accountiang for
approximately 56% of the 1960 county income from agricultural
commodities.

Acreages of the five types of tob duced im Charlotte
e-syuun-uznununumu-. flue cured 75.82%,
fire cured 23.54%, sun cured 0.24%, burley 0.381 sad aromatic 0.02%.

The allotted and planted acreage of sach type was as follows:
Allotted Planted Number

Drpe Asreage JAszeage lume

3,408.33 3,39%.18 13%
1,058.15 77.41 704
10.90 19
17.32 28
0.68 . 2

No coatrols “




There are adult project leaders for the dairy, forestry, pouitry and
livestock members. They assist the agents in promoting the various
projects, work with groups, and sssist in putting on shows, fairs,
and achievement day.

According to the Census of 19350, there were 14,057 persons in Charlotte
County. The sumber living on farme is 9,988, The chief sources of

farm income in the order of importance are: flue cured tobacco, dairying,
fire cured tobacco, poultry and beef cattle.

Part time farming is on the increase in the county. Mauy part time
farmers are also employed at Burlingtom Mills, a cheaille plant, wood
working plants and in sew milling and pulpwood cutting.

lot demomstrators ia Charlotte
use of high analysis fertilisers
try out new crop varieties and practices
stations, in the attespt to
be recommended to farmers.

farme .
results are used a8 a basis for

arm business. A farm manage-
of thase farms. These four

1.2 tons of high analysis T.V.A.

fertilising materials duriag 1960.

The importance of forage crops ia Charlotte County
the following livestock population im the county: 35500 dairy
5000 beef cattle, 310 sheep, 5000 hogs, 1

206
There are 18,547 acres of permsnent pasture
county, 14,100 acres used for hay productiom,
to produce silage.
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