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Research Center Drive closure
rescheduled for Feb. 29 - Mar. 4

Research Center Drive (Tech Center Drive/SR 314) will be
closed Feb. 29-Mar. 4 while the Town of Blacksburg crews
work to install a new water line.

Detour signs will be in place. The closure will be between
Pratt Drive and Kraft Drive. If crews encounter difficulty
drilling, the road may be closed for longer than is anticipated.

For more information, contact Chris Scaggs with the Town
of Blacksburg Department of Public Works at 540-961-1144,

Community urged to take caution
before travel to Zika-affected areas

All Virginia Tech community members across all campuses
are encouraged to take precautions against the spread of the
Zika virus prior to travel to areas in the Caribbean, Mexico,
Central and South America where Zika transmission is
ongoing.

According to the Virginia Department of Health (VDH),
while the Zika virus is not currently circulating in the
continental United States, cases have been reported in returning
travelers. As of Feb. 17, three Virginia residents have been
identified as having Zika. This number of Zika case in the state
and the United States may increase as travelers continue to visit
and return from Zika-affected areas.

Before travel, particularly to the Caribbean, Mexico, Central
America or South America, check the Center for Disease
Control’s (CDC) Travelers’ Health site
(wwwne.cde.gov/travel/page/zika-travel-information) to see if
Zika virus is impacting the destination area.

This is especially important for pregnant women (in any
trimester) or women who are trying to become pregnant. The
CDC has issued travel guidance
(www.cde.gov/media/releases/2016/s03 1 5-zika-virus-
travel .html) for pregnant woman and women trying to become
pregnant, advising them to postpone travel to any area where
Zika virus is spreading.

During travel, all travelers should take steps to avoid
mosquito bites, including taking the following actions:

-- Choose an EPA-registered insect repellant, and use
according to the product label. Use the repellent day and night.
The mosquito species that transmit Zika virus are daytime
biters, but they will also enter buildings at night.

-- Use permethrin-treated clothing.

-- Cover exposed skin by wearing long sleeves, long pants, and
hats.

-- Sleep indoors in rooms with screened windows or air-
conditioning, or use a bed net if you sleep in a room that is
exposed to the outdoors.

If travelers develop signs or symptoms consistent with Zika
(e.g. fever, rash, joint pain, or red eyes), they should seek
immediate medical help from their primary care physician. If
necessary, students can reach the Schiffert Health Center on the
Blacksburg campus at healthcenter@vt.edu or 540-23 1-6444.

For more information on the Zika virus as it relates to the
Virginia Tech community, visit
www.emergency.vt.edu/ready/zika.html,

Virginia Tech to mark 2016 Day of

Remembrance

The 2016 Day of Remembrance and the 3.2-Mile Run in
Remembrance will honor the 32 students and faculty members
who lost their lives nine years ago,

The Day of Remembrance on April 16 will include a number
of ceremonies, tributes, exhibits, and opportunities for quiet
reflection,

The 3.2-Mile Run in Remembrance in Blacksburg is
scheduled for April 16 at 9:43 a.m., immediately following a
moment of silence. Registration is now open at the
Recreational Sports website at
wivw.recsports.vt.edu/events/2016-day-remembrance-32-mile-
run-remembrance.

The Day of Remembrance will begin at midnight on April 16
with the ceremonial candle lighting at the April 16 Memorial
located in front of Burruss Hall. The names of the 32
individuals who lost their lives on April 16,2007, will be read
out loud to honor and remember their vibrant lives.

Other “Expressions of Remembrance” will be held April 16,
including opportunities for quiet reflection and exhibits of
memorials, tributes, and gifts received in 2007, Information on
these and other events will be posted on the We
Remember website (www .weremember.vt.edu) as details are
confirmed.

The 2016 Day of Remembrance will conclude when the
ceremonial candle is extinguished at 11:59 p.m. Corps
members will stand in watch for 32 minutes prior to the
extinguishing, and once the light is extinguished, the candle
will be carried back into Burruss Hall, representing the
commitment to never forget.

Free public parking for all events in Blacksburg is available
in the Perry Street lots and parking garage, located off Prices
Fork Road,

Event logistics are being managed by an implementation
committee composed of university employees from
departments across campus and coordinated by the Office of
Alumni Relations.

Several alumni chapters will be hosting events or runs in their
aveas. Information will be posted on the We Remember website
(www.weremember.vt.edu) as details are confirmed,

New campaign encourages everyone
to be aware when traveling across
campus

The Office of Alternative Transportation has launched
"Heads Up Hokies", a new campaign to encourage all Hokies
traveling across campus to pay attention to their surroundings,
and keep their heads up.
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The eampaign is aimed at those traveling across campus on foot, bike,
by bus, or car.

Organizers hope to see a decrease in the number of traffic accidents
caused by texting, improper signaling, and unpredictable behavior.

Awareness can be spread by sharing this campaign on social media.

Heads Up Hokies stickers are available for free at the Alternative
Transportation Center, in the ground level of the Perry Street Parking
Garage.

For more information, contact the Alternative Transportation Center
at 540-231-21 16 or visit www .vpas.vt.edu/business/tcs/programs/heads-
up-hokies/.

Employees urged to review prior service
before VRS changes take effect

Employees participating in the Virginia Retirement System (VRS) are
advised to review their options for purchasing prior service. VRS has
announced significant changes to the prior service provisions effective
January 1,2017.

Under the changes the cost to purchase service may increase
(depending on the service type) and the total amount of service eligible
for purchase is expected to decrease.

VRS recommends that individuals who wish to purchase service prior to
January 1, 2017 apply no later than October 1,2016. Individuals who
purchase through a salary-reduction agreement must have deductions
taken by December 2016, Lump sum payments must arrive at VRS
offices no later than December 30, 2016.

Eligible employees who are interested in purchasing prior service are
encouraged (o contact the Department of Human Resources to discuss
the potential effects of these changes.

More information regarding the changes to purchase of prior service,
as well as eligibility requirements, is available on the VRS website at
wwiw.varetire.org/members/pps/pps-provisions.asp.

For more information, contact the Human Resources Service Center at
HRServiceCenter@vt.edu or 540-231-9331.

New 7-day option simplifies 2-factor
authentication

Virginia Tech's 2-Factor Authentication program has implemented a
seven-day "remember me" option. This feature makes it possible for
users to authenticate just once a week for each computer and browser
used.

While PID and password are still required for each login, this change
allows easier access for users who have to log in and out many times a
day or who use their computers, tablets, or phones at many locations
around campus.

To enable the seven-day option, your browser must be set to accept
cookies. In addition, if the seven-day option is checked, you will not be
able to add or remove two-factor authentication devices from that
browser until the start of the next seven-day window,

Complete information can be found on the 2-Factor Authentication
page in the IT Knowledge Base at https://vi4help service-
now.com/kb_view_customer.do?sysparm_article=KB0010700.

The Division of Information Technology is also hosting a series of
walk-in help sessions at various locations on the Blacksburg campus to
assist anyone who has questions:

--9-11 a.m. March 4, 1370 Litton Reaves 1370
--3-5 p.m. March 8, Library Multipurpose Room
-~ 9-11 a.m. March 18, Squires Student Center

- 3-5 p.m. March 22, Pamplin Atrium

Assistance is also available 24-hours a day at 4help.vt.edu or 540-
231-4357.

For more information, contact Angela Correa at 540-231-4202.
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Virginia Tech Baseball to host
Faculty/Staff Appreciation Day March 4

In honor of National Employee Appreciation Day, Virginia Tech
Baseball would like to invite all faculty and staff to the upcoming
game against Quinnipiac University. The game will take place at
5:30 p.m. Friday, March 4, at English Field.

For more information, contact Bob Gavagan at 540-231-2515.,

Administrative Services customer service
award nominations due March 25

The Division of Administrative Services is the largest senior
management area at Virginia Tech. More than 800 employees in the
division are responsible for the health, safety, and well-being of the
university's 13,000 employees, 31,000 students, and about 10,000
visitors each year. Additionally, division employees maintain more
than 125 building, 2,600 acres of property, and an airport.

The division’s annual Customer Service Recognition Program
recognizes employees in the division who exemplify the university’s
motto, Ut Prosim (That I May Serve) in their day-to-day work
providing exceptional customer service to the campus community.
Individuals and teams (with up to 12 members) may be nominated.

To be eligible, nominees must:

-- have at least 12 months of service working in the Division of
Administrative Services, and

-- maintain an acceptable level of performance in all functions of
their positions and consistently exhibit excellent customer

service, and

-- seek to improve service in creative/highly responsive ways, or

-- take initiative beyond the normal scope of service, or

-- proactively resolve or contribute to the resolution of long-standing
problems that directly benefit customers,

Employees who have a title of director or above are not eligible.

Learn more about the award, including eligibility information, and
nominate an employee on the Customer Service Recognition
Program webpage at www.vpas.vt.edu/awards/index.html.

Nominations are due by 5 p.m. March 25 via the online
nomination form.

For more information, send an email to vpas@vt.edu.

2015 tax documents available

Electronic W-2s and/or 1042s for 2015 are now available via the
Hokie Spa (www.hokiespa.vt.edu). The printed electronic form is an
IRS acceptable version of the Form W-2 and 10428, Employees
must have a PID and password to log in.

Retrieval of the electronic version acknowledges consent to
electronic receipt. Paper versions will not be mailed. Employees
who do not have a PID and password should contact 4Help at 540-
231-4357.

Detailed directions to access the electronic form are available at
www.co.vt.edu/accounting_operations/Payroll/W-2_%20Info.html.

For tax and payment related questions, contact the Payroll Office
at viw2@vt.edu or 540-231-5201. For questions regarding online
access, contact 4Help at 540-231-4357.
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