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PLAN OF WORK - APPOMATTOX COUNTY - 1961

INTRODUCT LON

I. APPOMATTOX COUNTY

This is a county that consists of 342 square miles, comprising 219,520

acres, of which 40,963 is cropland, of this amount, more than 14,000
acres is idle land, or land not in production. 16,000 acres are in
pasture and 7,000 in forests - approximately 1/7 of this timber land

is grazed in varying amounts. The average size farm is 160 acres, of
which there are 793. The population of the county is approximately
9,000, The trend is that more young people are leaving the farm to
find work in industry in cities which would provide a more lucrative
income.

This is basically an agricultural county with tobacco being the primary
source of income on many of the farms, In recent years, forest products,
dairying, livestock, and poultry have become a more important part of
the total farm income, With a continual decrease in the number of acres
of tobacco that may be planted, farmers are seeking new ways of in-
creasing the net income for their farm family.

II. COUNTY EXTENSION COMMITTEES

Membership consists of six farmers, two from each magisterial district,
A rotation is used whereby no one serves more than three years., Problems
relating to the use of the committee system is attendance and developing
an understanding among the committee members as to their participation
and responsibility, The 1959 Poultry Committee recommended that it

be abolished because of the small number of farmers engaged in the
commercial production of poultry. Committees used in planning the

county program are as follows:




Agronomy

Tobacco

Livestock

Dairy

5. Forestry

I11. METHODS
The contents of this Plan of Work inm many cases, will not be specific
in designating the medium by which information thought to be important
will be disseminated to the public., However, it is understood that
newspaper, radio, distribution of bulletins, tours and demonstrations
will be used to the fullest extent to bring before the public, informa-
tion that is of interest to the farmers of this county, (See Annual
Report as to how this was accomplished,)

IV. AGRONOMY

Prob lems

1. Failure of many farm operators to use soil tests for determining
lime and fertilicty needs.
Selecting fertilizer analysis on basis of price rather than basis
of crop and soil needs.
Lespedeza growth.
Proper land use -~ for row crops inm particular.
Improved pastures have fertility requirements that are difficult
to meet because of monetary return from cattle.
Weed control in corn,
Adequate fencing.

High quality roughage comntrol.




Objectives

L.

Keep farmers and seed dealers aware of recommended varieties by
making an annual malling of recommended varieties.

Work out an agreement with County ASC Committee whereby the soil
samples submitted by farmers for ACP practices will be routed

through the Extension office for complete soil test information.

This could help correct problems | and 2 particularly if proper

recommendat ions are made and desirable results are obtained.

Work closely with the Pathology and Entomology departments in
attempting to determine the cuase of dwarfing effect of lespedeza.
Recommend the use of Kobe until the problem with Korean is identi-
fied and corrected.

Work with the Soil Conservation Service in helping farm owners
correct the problems of soil erosion, land use, drainage, ete.
Some operators with good records learned early that present cattle
prices will not permit high rate of pasture fertilization -

others are now finding where their money may be going. During
time of weak prices, economic conditions may necessitate the
lowering of amounts of fertilizer normally applied,

Two one-acre demonstrations will be set up on the farm of

H, J. Covington, Pamplin, and Richard Nash, Appomattox, showing
the use of Atrazine in corn to control weeds and annual grasses,
Fences to hold sheep and hogs continue to be a problem. This is

a costly item and one that will need attention as more farmers
move in this direction,

illage will be emphasized more as farmers - dairymen in particular

come Lo recognize that more high quality feed will return more




dollars, Some have discovered, and are telling others, that with
extra feed, their cows are meeting their potential in milk produc-
tion, Beef cattle owners are finding that silage will answer many
of their problems. At this writing, eight new silos are either
under construction, or in planning stages for this year., A
concrete tilt-up silo demonstration will be held on the J, P, Alvis
farm this year,

Four wheat variety demonstrations were seeded last fall - seed for
demonstration given by Coker Seed Company - Coker.

Eight barley variety demonstrations were seeded in the fall of
1960,

Off flavor milk has harassed Appomattox dairymen since their change
to bulk tanks. During the pasture dorsant season, two onion
(garlic) control demonstrations will be set up to run for three
years.

TOBACCO

Prob lems

Le

Row lay-off for better water utilization,
Flea beetle control,

Yield in fire~cured and burley tobacco,

b jectives

L.

Water control and utilization is no problem on many farms,

others it is, Individual farm efforts and publicity as to

of water control should help this problem,

The flea beetle has accounted for more inferior quality and loss of
weight in Appomattox County, than any other insect or practice,

Oftentimes, control information is requested during the time




tobacco is being prepared for market, as this is the time that
damage is most apparent,
Soil testing, good cultural practices and use of proper varieties
should help correct the yleld problems,
The fire-cured variety test will be continued on the farm of
John Gunter.
Two exploratory demonstrations are in process and will terminate
at the end of four years. They are designed to evaluate alfalfa
in the tobacco rotation as opposed to the current rotation of red
clover plus manure,

VIi. _FORESTRY

Problems
Cutting timber faster than 1™ grows.
Labor.
Fire,
Forest management,

Cutting practices,

l. etermine the feasibility of lining up crews to do custom work in
tree planting.
Examine the possibilities of locating one or more companies who

could utilize hardwood from this area,

Pulpwood cutters properly trained, could do a great deal to improve

forest practices. Contact commercizl companies for financial sup-
port in instructing and training these men,

Set up two chemical control demonstrations in hardwood stands.




S. Reactivate white pine Christmas tree planting. Seedlings planted
in 1960 did not survive.
6. Set up Forest Management plan in cooperation with Virginia Forest
service for Forestry committeemen and TVA farms,
VII. DAIRY
Problems
l. Low production,
Records.
Concept ion
Off-f lavor
Boss cows.
Forage - quality and quantity.
Corn -~ group purchases,
Objectives
l, Continue Dairy Short Course plan as instituted in 1960 - this to be
planned with dairy committee and dairy speclalists,
With dairy committee members, determine the possibilities of locating

storage facilities for corn that may be purchased at harvest time

and drawn upon during the year, If corn can be handled in this manner,

it would release corn land used for grain, for silage production,
Off-flavored milk has been a real problem to most dairymen in receat
months, As indicated under the Agronomy Section, two demonstrations
are to be set up to demonstrate onion comtrol.

Failure to de-horn aids so-called "boss" cows - horn removal is
practiced by most,

Breeding problems attributed to artificial breeding are common com-

plaints, Some who are encountering these problems are also limiting




their feed, falling to comprehend how they can help the inseminator
do a better job., Farmers so involved will be worked with on an in-
dividual basis.
LIVESTOCK
Prob lems
l. Feed supplies.
2, Qualicty calves,
Regularity of health test,
Vaccinations,
Parasite comntrol,
Facilities for holding and working cattle.
Water supplies,
Lack of sheep,
Feeder pig production.
Objectives
A three-day cattlemen's short course is planned for the first week

in May. Subjects to be discussed "Feeding Profits into Beef Cattle",

"Marketing for Most Returns', and "Producing Quality Calves Through

Breeding"”, These discussions will be led by members of VPI Animal
Husbandry staff. A minimum of 15 cattlemen must indicate they will
attend,

A three-day Swine Short Course is planned for June., Subjects have
not been determined at this time,

One cattle owner is cooperating with the Experiment Statiom in Grub
Control, Materials wvere applied to the backs of calves in the fall
of 1960, Results will be obtained in the Spring of 1961,

-




X.

4-H

Problems

There are numerous problems which need attention in the 4-H area of Exten-

sion work in Appomattox County. To name a few: poor numbers and quality

of record completions; insufficient time to adequately carry on a good

club meeting in the in-school clubs; lack of participation in the local

fairs; and undeveloped 4-H adult leadership,

Objectives

Continue all Extension efforts to improve community clubs and work
towards fewer school and more community groups,

Make home visits as time permits to inspect and advise members on
individual projects,

Combine the camping recreation program with importance of good
project work, Continue to let only club members completing projects
attend camp.

Continue with the county-wide 4-H Share the Fun Program. A loving
cup will be presented to the first place winner in the Junior
Division, and a Scholarship to State Short Course to first place
winner in the Senior Division,

Enter eligible club members in district contests and train members
for contest entered,

strive to get more club members to take advantage of opportunities

at Five County Fair and Lynchburg Farm Show by exhibiting their

projects,
Continue to impress upon the individual, the importance of good

records through club demonstrations by agent on keeping records,

and individual assistance to club members where possible.




iold a county-wide demonstration contest to select members to
represent county in district contests,

Meet with officers and leaders of each community club to plan club
program for the year ahead,

Continue the Sears Pig Chain project in the county with close
supervision of participants.

Initiate the Sears Poultry Chain by placing chickens with respon-
sible club members, All needed assistance will be provided these
members to aild them in carrying their poultry project through to
successful completion, Each member will be required to exhibit
either eggs or birds at the local Fairs,

In~school elementary grade club members will carry the Wildlife
Project. Demonstrations, talks and discussions by members, agent,
and local game warden will be methods used im club meetings to
carry out this project. Senior 4-H Club members, 8 - 12th grades,
will be enrolled in the Automotive Care and Safety Project, Demon-
strations and assistance of local automobile dealers, state police,
and local insurance agents will all be used to carry out this project,
Plan and hold Third Annual Achievement Awards Banquet under the
sponsorship of the Farmers Natiomal Bank,

jold county-wide leader training meetings for community ¢ lub leaders
in an effort to fully inform new leaders of their responsibilicies
and bring new information to the attention of the established

leaders.

Plan to hold a two-day, three-county 4-H Electric Project Training

School at Holiday lLake 4-H Club Camp to help Junior and Senior 4-H

o e




members gain a better understanding of the importance of Electri-
city in the home and on the farm, Representatives of the various
power companies serving the area will assist the Extension agents,
Buckingham, Prince Edward and Appomattox County 4~H members will
participate,
X. FARM MANAGEMENT
An increased effort is being made in the area of farm management, This is
one of the weak areas of farming in Appomattox County. Between twenty and
twenty-five will be enrolled in the VPI Mail-In-Record Program. This ap-
proach should be helpful to farm operators in anmalyzing their managerial
abilities in the light of current economic conditions.

XI. OTHER AGRICULTURAL AGENCIES

As has always been the policy, the Extension Service of Appomattox County

will render complete cooperation with other Agricultural Agencies in cheir

endeavors in this county,




1961 EXTENS 1ON COMMOD ITY COMMITTEES

TOBACCO

W, E. Bonduramt, Sr, - 1961
Ed Harvey - 1961

Emory Mullin -~ 1962

5. Tilden Lee - 1963
Monroe Webb - 1963

DAIRY

Abbott Coleman - 1961
Owen Carsom -~ 1961

Jim Franklin - 1962

fenry Barger - 1962
Gerald Blanks -~ 1963

H. H, Caldwell, Sr, - 1963

LIVESTOCK

E. R, Ferguson - 1961

T. C. Harvey, Sr., - 1961
funter Tolley - 1962

J, L. Harrisom - 1962
Ronald Paulette - 1963
i. B. Scruggs - 1963

FORESTRY

B. J. Lucado - 1961
Russell Chernault - 1961
Julian Franklin - 1962
lunter Nash - 1962
Eddie Gunter -~ 1963
Berkley Browm - 1963

AGRONOMY

John Alvis - 1961

Jack Cawthorne - 1962
Richard Harris - 1962
Charles Scruggs - 1963
Harry Jenkins - 1963

George Carson - 1963
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