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anize and Mold
officers and leaders

romote contest among 4-i! members
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leader training meetings

Present | members at special

utstanding 4~/ members
members to enroll
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8 with selected practices
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in news papers and

make pictures of

sat. farm meetings on radio,
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ailable in Jloucester




nal Activities

repare information for the press and radio. Conduct
tours and field meetings that will include these
particular farms and homes, Use the assistance of
pecialist, Visttation schedules will be set-yy
follow through with certa informat

wil ekept ture references and

iemonstrators analyze their farw

rganize three 4L~
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local busir 2stablishments
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se the assistance of committees in making community
surveys

se the assistance of specialist in promoting various
farm and home projects

Jonduct a community tour and a com
campaign in the spring

et all persons to work on specific
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lude special homes and farms of interest on tours,
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laking in consideration the probleme which have
cognized by the various comnmittees and their
production phases and financial income for
standards of ving, the following projects will i spect
to goals, methods and educational activities f 5

already been re-
importance according to
the bene rais the
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perators as possible
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solutions many problems that are co :
extension program in icester County can not all be summed up

e statement. As has been mentioned before there L iy phases

and each phase must be oken down a

analysis of th vation, Eveyy individual does

ticular problems t the overall situation involves many
according to i educational abilities, fir

mana ent a € We realize that there is

farmers that are r ing their abilities

achieving the mo from t ir farms. the other hand
ire making use of r to get rmation and appl)
helr particular j t 2 scording tc r interest, jowever, the various

have appointed to work hese various problems and
1l find the same major problems prevaili:
that through proper planning, setting obje
various methods and e'ucational a

major problems considerably,

plan  our various goals and setting up objectives, first

we have to take a look at our long time objectives. hese long time

bjectives are often o )n & five or ten year basis and our plans are made
in with the overall objective planned on the basi »f annual accompli

pents,. From yea year we are able to realize certain accomplishments and

our efforts are mpensated for the many outstanding achieves 8 that we are

able to witness a £ ing and executing these 1 « 4N many

nstances It mmittee to make st : Jze the

situation ver; r 113 with surveys and neces p et for

educati F . ) ' 1in the minds of many 1

whom we work, y their own minds set ertain goal

thelir own way f pr icing thelr crops or managing thel farms,

reason it is cle y understood th many of these individual are heading

the wrong direction for success, which will more likely end fa re and th

course of action is not always easy to direct a farmmer's thir ¢ into the

channel of better understanding as a good business man., The selll { the

idea that the extension program is based on tried and proven

methods isn't always the best procedure or approach, Theref

required of the extension work and assistants to demonstr

and services for best results., The various attitudes ¢ 5t

be very carefully considered in making an approach to certain individuals,

“any of the natural leaders and demonstrators are willing to cooperate and

follow throuzh with recoumeded practices, but the individual that needs

this information most is always critical about making certain ¢ The

solutions to many of these problems must be first sold to int ted

persons that are willing to carry out these practices and cer ethods and

educational activities mus ollowed to get the erest of hers that

are vary much in need of ! articular inf tion,

. problems that we have mentlioned brie n thetain phases of the

farming program are not all, but we consider them some of the most important

and deserve consideration, These are the ones that .hayg beey recognized
id “ion, Ilnece he g Jave bes ygnlized
through the county and not ner;ﬂ{,..«ri.y n one parti Yﬁnr Yo'y




Horticulture ‘roblems
ardens

nsuffecient number of home gardens
iigh cost of production

Inadequate insect and disease contr
Improper grading for market
lmproper manajgement

arden poorly planned

»or storage facilities for fr
[nadequate seed bed preparation
Improper fertilization methods

f ruit producers

»st of production high for
mproper facilities for spraying trees
nadequate insect iisease

e Irees are old armd 1« f the

« Insuffecient numbe f trees

ew |
-

. Landscaping

l. Too few home laws developed with proper planning
2, Improper sesding methods

j. Foor fertilization and preparation methods

4o Foor manage t practices

o Lack of interest in home beautific

6« Improper insect and disease

7. Too many homes built without

ement practices
interest in ferestry production
nadequate thinning and hard wood control methods
Insuffecient number of acres reforested
ffecient knowledge of the value forest products

suffecient leaders!
>

ack of interest on the part of ;

8§
¥

Insuffecient facilities for demons

nadequate meeting places

competitive rural organizat

iack of interest in record keepi
finite ne for trained leaddr

s




Insuffecient number of acres seeded annual
livestock and solil improvement purposes
2, Improper fertilization practices
nsuffecient number of acres secded for fall pastures
loo many animal units grazing on the few pastures
« Ilmproper grazing practices
6. Pastures not established under the best conditions

mall Grains
l. Limited acreages due to
Improper fertilization prac
Poor soil conservation practices
Low yields
ecommended seeding dates not followed
mproper land use practices

Livesto

Diseases

Poor sanitation practices
Improper housing
Insuffecient pastures

i anagement practices
igh cost of production
Poor marketing facilities
Inferior grades of chicks

Improper feeding methoc

oo many inbred animals

ient pastures

loo few purebred anima
Poor management practices
Improper housing facilities
cost cf production high
Karket prices low

few cows maintained on the farm
Lack of breeding facilities for purebred animals
Cost of production high
Insuffecient pastures
wproper feeding practices,
mpetative cost of producing milk and purchasing it
for home use

“arm families are not consuming a suffecient amount of

milk in the daily diet,




esult of our own
the result of our
ut however great
confronted with them ar ire expected

oblems mpst Y ygnized

goals tLhese and
ware
er that
in

view we are ¥

naturfl tre yrd

W
il : pera

Jimited finance available to small farmers, ¥ith
wention » farmers need direct supervision because
armers definite need more inf

furm business, Inorder to give

ecurs

juired nake

ational status, formation in production
management of the a more complete analysis
tloucester County, we must break tur
phaces that are of particular importance ol Lne
anty, We will attempt to

he situation as it situation
into various armers in
yutline these problems briefly as follows:

motations
land use practi

ecient number of

uate cultural and
ideas made for

farmers have

Low ylel
Improper cultural and fertil
3 seeded t late £

zat

iequate rotations on
e percentagze e farmers
t are not adaptable to ¥his area
beds are not properly |

ly prepared

altural and fertilization practices
are not properly prepared
eeding

ates are not followed

i

control methods
4
4

secde

in udesirable loc
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produced
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he lower southeastert
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y S
hirty-three Class IIl farms
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XO and ¥4,99 y=twe

488 ¢ Y

etween #10,000 and

valued between

lass V farms 1d between
ween $250,00 and $1,199.

119 farmer: ~time, Part-time farmers in
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ysteghs muot be installed to get the best result

crops produced on these solls,

iloucester County i ited in the Upper Tidewater Section of Virginia
and is occupying 223 square miles within the commonwealth of Virginia, The
county is well recognized for its fertile lands and convenient waterways,
The county is surrounded by the following rivers; Severn, Plankatank, North,
York and Ware. All of these rivers flow eastward and out to the Chesapeake
jay and into the Atlantic Ocean, The York {iver is possession of the longest
boundary and is also the 1 gest of the rivers that surround the county, he
in north and south traffic th-ou the county is accommodated by foute #17
which give direct connecti with the Peninsula Area, Hampton, Newport News,
Portsmouth and Norfo It same route also leads traffic into many of the

larger northeastern cities by direct connections with lioute

In surface are, G ster Lounty involves 164,500 acres

acres are ir fore lands, 24,000 acres in waterways
commercial forest d rom an agricultural technicians
all of the lands area wise classified can be considered properly
According to proper land use practices the soil conservation servic
a study of the situation and under good management practices m
be made servicable %o a larger percentage of the owners. AN mAr

c

product. mproved through a shift of farmlands

oybeans, corr all
major cash crops produced in
report, 596 farmsreported a t 4503, 1 crops alone, #4l5,
was received from field crops, $8,993 was received from vegetables, ¥l,
aits and 977,443 sther horticultural products. ix hundred and ninety-
farms reported ) acres f corn harvested in 1949, and 691 rms reported

acres harve rain, m L 20 acres of

»f 190 ton ' B weight, Twelve fa

wn, ive [ s repor 3

r threshing. nety-sever

wheatthreshed o

ired and elowen report

ombined, 851 acres were see and 24,197 bushels were
reported acres seeded to L &
iineteen farms reported 149
bushels. Two hundred and
total was for
es seeded

farms rey




e subdivision of the soil series based on texture
plid surface layer according to the soil survey

classification used in the United States is called a soi
type. Areas of the sane soil type, even at a distance apart,
show very little variations. Any particular soil of a series
is desinated by the textural name of its surface layer,
These surface layers are very important in getting at the
real nominclature of the soils that farmers are concerned
with in getting acquainted with soil analysis, such as sandy
loam, clay loam or silt lcam, The soil type consist of
two parts, the first desinating the series and the second
the soil texture. For example, OSassafras sandy loam soil
would give indications of the soil series and texture,

A. Sassafras and Kempsville fine sandy loam soll types
are well spread through the county, These soils are
classified as the better soil types according soil

chnicians, They are well drained with good clay
which meets the qualifications of a good

301l type, These soils will grow and pro-

»f the crops adapted for productic n the
eastern section of Virginia and this includes alfalfa
which requires a very high pH for suitable production,
These 1 types are considered to be the best in the
oastal Hegions of Virginia,

vesboro and Rumford sandy loam soil types are con-
sidered to be the second best soil types located in
the county in regard to importance, fertility and
general purpose production. Since these soils don't
maintain suffecient moisture for long season crops, ey
are better adapted to truck cropping. These type of crops
require only a few months in the year for maturity from
seeding time, wever, the average crops yiald well in
ils when there is a heavy rainfall a.d plant
abundance are suffeciently avallable,
n, Lenoir and /tlee soll t
iing types in Gloucester County. il
intermediate well drained group, and are adag le
best results of plant growth and yields of the various
crops produced and are adaptable to e county. These
crops include the major cash crops produced in the county
and they are corn, soybeans, potatoes, small grains and
hay crops.

10 r'e

lkton and Bladen sandy loam type soils are also located in
in Gloucester County and are adaptable to permanent type
pastures and hay crops which include ladino clover and
orchard grass mixtures., Thes soils lay near the rivers and
are the most complexed types in the county due to a hard
grey subsoil that does not drd#n well. Elaborate drainage




loucester Countyscececss

:loucester County are varied
that make for the production ¢
livestock consumption., Good prac 1l management
are very much necessary to keep these type 1is

tion, oince soils are natural bodies that are

he surface of the earth in which plants grow,
nineral materials, organic matter, water
ain amount of depletions that
f plant growth and certair
istodian of these solils and depend
consideration
to made

meant ime

feed for

Are required
o] necessity
the partic ming more
the Coastal Plain
onditions and various mineral deposits have been the
are

oils
Lis
major items involved in

varied depth, drainage, aeration and organic materials,

the types of soil formations, )
These

factors in soil formation and

also make for the differences

of
particular items are also vital
nstituents, Thes particular items

in soil profiles and soil subdivisions, 5oil subdivisions are soil
families that are very closely related and also called soil serles,
The soil series are alike but not absolutely identical, in profile,
except for the texture of the surface layer, 35o0il technicians work
rofile and a soils that apy . closely enough
studying

>f this partic d
are involved and they are:

profile, variable tors

texture, structure, color and reaction, il depth,

3
»

calcium carbonate, lor characterist hid in

»>il series,

eries.....

w that solls are classified accordin » families or
1ese particular series or families are given names from

village, river or county, 'he most | \ series
lacated in Gloucester County are, Kempsville, HEvesboro,
Jragston, Lenoir, Atlee, Elkton and !
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Fresident
Vice
gthel Jones; Gloucester,

sec, ‘arion Johnson; "ayes, Virginia

{reasurer Thomas lomax, Zanoni, Virginia




COOPERATIVE EXTENS ION SERVICE WORK
N
AGRICULTURE AND HCME ECONOMICS

Virginia Polytechnic Institute & EXTENS ION SERV ICE
U. S, Depazimout of Agriculiure, County Agent Work
Cooperat lug

counry Cloucester Name F. 5. Goode
Locul Farm Agent

Date Mailed March 10, 1960
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