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I’D HAND HER A CUP OF HOT PERUVIAN, AND SHE’D SWIPE HER VISA,  
AND AS WE WAITED FOR THE RECEIPT TO SPOOL, SHE’D SAY SOMETHING 
LIKE, “DID YOU SEE THE OFFICE LAST NIGHT?” AND I’D REMIND HER THAT 
MY PARENTS DON’T HAVE A TV, AND SHE’D SNAP HER FINGERS AND SAY, 
“THAT’S RIGHT,” AND THEN SHE’D TELL ME HOW JIM ENCASED ALL OF 
DWIGHT’S SUPPLIES IN JELLO MOLDS. 
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SOMETIMES, MRS. CHAPMAN WOULD ALERT ME TO THE PRESENCE OF  
A GIRL MY AGE, OR NEARLY MY AGE, WHO SHE’D DEEMED ATTRACTIVE,  
AND WITH A JERK OF HER HEAD, SHE’D SAY, “WHAT ABOUT THAT LITTLE 
NUMBER OVER THERE?”
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Sports Illustrated

I’D KNOWN THAT MRS. CHAPMAN WAS A LOVER OF LITERATURE,  
AND THAT HER FAVORITE BOOK, FRANNY AND ZOOEY, HAD INSPIRED HER, 
AS A PRETEEN, TO SIT IN THE TUB WITH CANDY CIGARETTES AND SAY  
THE JESUS PRAYER AND PRETEND TO BE DEPRESSED
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HE ASKED ME WHAT THE HELL I WAS DOING IN HIS PARENTS’ BATHROOM, 
TO WHICH I RESPONDED, “DUDE, DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA ABOUT THE 
PHARMACEUTICAL GOLD MINE YOUR PARENTS ARE SITTING ON?” 

THEN HE SAW THE UNDERWEAR IN MY FIST AND ASKED WHAT IT WAS,  
AND I SAID, “I FOUND THESE ON THE FLOOR. I WAS MERELY RETURNING 
THEM TO THE HAMPER.” HE SUBSEQUENTLY CALLED ME A SICKO AND  
ORDERED ME OUT OF THE HOUSE.
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“JUST LET ME LAY HERE,” SHE SAID. OF COURSE SHE MEANT, “LET ME  
LIE HERE,” AND BY “HERE” SHE MEANT ON ME, BUT I WASN’T GOING TO 
CORRECT HER. 


