MINUTES
Commission on Graduate and Professional Studies and Policies
April 1, 2020
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.
Zoom

Present: John Hole, Chair, Coy Allen, Lujean Baab, Nancy Bodenhorn, Karen DePauw (ex officio), Paul Emmons, Madlyn Frisard, Cynthia Hampton, Lesa Hanlin, Rachel Holloway (ex officio), Barbara Hoopes, Joseph Kozak, Alexis Hruby, Anurag Mantha, Maruf Hoque, Hannah Parks, Nathaniel Porter, Cliff Shaffer, Ashley Shew, Tyler Walters (ex officio).

Absent with notification: Marcia Feuerstein. 

Absent without notification:.Mehdi Ahmadian, Sarah Karpanty, Robert Sumichrast, Hani Awni.

Visitors and invited guests: Janice Austin, Douglas Cannon, Robert Denton, Kevin Edgar, Catherine Grimes, Bill Huckle, Ryan King, April Myers, Kenneth Wong. 

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Hole at 3:30 p.m. A quorum was verified. 

Approval of the Agenda 

Added 6D: Leadership selections for 2020-2021. The agenda was approved as modified. 

Approval of the Minutes 

The minutes of March 4, 2020 were approved as presented. 

Committee Reports

Graduate Curriculum Committee

Dr. Frisard presented the Graduate Curriculum Committee met March 26, 2020. Madlyn reviewed each item GCC considered and approved. The report was accepted as presented. 

Graduate Student Appeals Committee

There was no report. 


Degree Requirements, Standards, Criteria, and Academic Progress (DRSCAP) Committee

Dr. Babb reported that DRSCAP was unable to meet last week as planned due to the focus of all TLOS personnel on the transition of courses and support of faculty moving to online course delivery.
However, DRSCAP did conduct research on how to respond when asked to define ‘fraudulently obtained’ in CGPSP Resolution 2019-2020A Resolution to Edit Constitution of the Graduate Honor System to Add Revoking Graduate Degree to Penalty Options
The wording recommended was to be based upon the source found from the University of Chicago at  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK236197/. 
And the excerpt: 
... In the abstract the definition seems easy, even if the identification of fraud in individual cases is not. The definition of fraud distinguishes between an honest mistake and deliberate misstatement made with an intention to deceive others. Academic fraud involves a deliberate effort to deceive and includes plagiarism, fabrication of data, misrepresentation of historical sources, tampering with evidence, selective suppression of unwanted or unacceptable results, and theft of ideas. 

Some cases of academic fraud are easy to detect and prove. For example, the discrepancies between the published work and the records, notes, or data on which it is said to rest may be so great that intentional misrepresentation is the only possible inference. In other cases the inference is more difficult to draw. Some errors are unavoidable in any research; others may be the result of negligence, but not fraud. Whether research techniques were very sloppy or deliberately misleading sometimes raises difficult issues of fact and judgment. Making the appropriate judgment about research techniques requires sophistication about both the subject matter and the research and the research methods of the work under review. Finally, charges of the theft of scholarly ideas are hard to verify because ideas are often "in the air." Cases of simultaneous discovery are common in science. 

This has been provided to John Hole and Karen DePauw for consideration and we are awaiting a response via email.  If the resolution is passed, we can then recommend the edits to the Constitution based upon this and feedback acquired during the consideration and approval process. 

Dean DePauw reminded CGPSP that this is in response to Kay’s request that CGPSP be prepared to respond to the question of what is meant by a degree that is ‘fraudelently obtained’ that is likely to arise during the consideration and approval process. 

Old Business

Resolution CGPSP 2019-2020A was approved as presented. The Faculty Senate, Staff Senate, and Graduate Student Assembly waived comment. The resolution was approved as presented. The resolution will have the first reading at University Council at the April 20, 2020 vote. 

New Business

Dr. Hole introduced Dr. Douglas Cannon and Dr. Robert Denton to present on Resolution CGPSP 2019-2020B for first reading. A question was raised regarding course titles not reflecting the new major name. The department is in the process of reviewing all course titles and descriptions to update those through the course proposal process as appropriate with the Reputation Management title.

Dr. Cliff Shaffer presented a request from the Computer Science & Applications department to modify the MEng in CSA graduate committee composition to one faculty member, the Graduate Program Director. The request was approved as presented.

Dean DePauw facilitated a conversation on the current status of graduate education and projected fall enrollment in light of COVID-19 during the Graduate School updates below.

The Commission needs to elect a Chair and Vice Chair of the Commission. The Vice Chair will also chair the Graduate Curriculum Committee. Dr. Hole opened the floor for nominations during the meeting and others may be sent to Dr. Hole via email before the next Commission meeting. Typically the current Vice Chair of the Commission, Dr. Madlyn Frisard, is the presumptive chair for 2020-2021. Dr. Hole nominated Dr. Frisard for CGPS&P chair.

Graduate School Update

Dean DePauw announced that she has postponed her retirement until August 2021 to see graduate education through the current pandemic situation.

Updates regarding COVID-19:
The Graduate School has a Frequently Asked Questions section that is continually being updated with COVID-19 information. Dean DePauw emailed all enrolled graduate students in mid-March and it has been posted on the Graduate School website. Dean DePauw emailed the campus community (students, Graduate Program Directors, Graduate Program Faculty, College Deans, Institute Directors, graduate staff coordinators) relating to graduate student employment guidelines and graduate student research guidelines. Copies of these communications are available in the Commission Sharepoint site.

Graduate student may select up to six credit hours of graded courses to be graded P/F for spring 2020 only on their plan of study to meet degree requirements.

The Graduate School and TLOS collaborated in a workshop for faculty on doing examinations (preliminary and final) via Zoom. A key point to note is the faculty advisor must be the host of the Zoom examination room. A similar workshop is being planned for graduate students as well.

We anticipate a decrease in international student enrollment in fall 2020 due to COVID-19 and a delay in visa interviews. We have offered admitted students to defer to a future term within one year at no deferral cost; this does not guarantee a deferral of a department assistantship offer. CSA and ECE are working to provide their MEng courses online for fall 2020 admits with students arriving on campus in spring 2021.

Notification of academic changes: Homeland Security Certificate (HSC) was revised and approved by the Graduate Curriculum Committee on March 26, 2020.

Constituency Updates

Graduate Student Assembly

Mr. Hoque reported the GSA zoom meeting went well. The GSA Research Symposium is fully online now. Elections will be held at the meeting later this month.

Graduate Honor System

Mr. Mantha reported 5 open spring 2020 cases. 

University Library Committee

There was no report. 

Faculty Senate

There was no report. 

Student Government Association

There was no report. 


Board of Visitors

Mr. King reported that he has been working with the GSA related to stipend increases that are under consideration of the Board of Visitors. The stipend table will not be changed but a 3% bonus is under consideration to adjust for the potential upcoming tuition and fees increase. Ryan reported he has been in contact with Dean of Students Byron Hughes related to the student emergency fund and ensuring graduate students are aware of this resource as 9 month assistantship funding ends in May.


[bookmark: _GoBack]University Council and Commission Updates

Dr. Hole reported no items at the recent University Council meeting were relevant to this Commission. CGPS&P Resolution 2019-2020A will have the first reading at University Council at the next meeting in April.

Dr. Holloway announced CUSP addressed curricular proposals and approved one posthumous undergraduate degree.
	
Announcements

Dr. DePauw announced that a second spring Graduate Program Director’s meeting will be held on April 16th at 10am via Zoom.

Mr. Porter reported the University Library buildings are closed but online resources remain available.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 4:58 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted,

/s/

Janice E. Austin
On behalf of Karen P. DePauw, Ph.D.
Vice President and Dean for Graduate Education



